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N chat deli ghtful Seaſon of the Year, M8 
when EE throws forth all ler 
Hloard of Charms, and puts to ſhame '_ 
the weak Efforts of Art; fix Perſons 
united by their Underſtandings 1 
Inclinations, and poſſeſſing every thing 

-— requiſite to ſet them above the Vul- 
gar World, tir'd with the Tumult of a noiſy : 34th : 
made a Party to go and ſhut themſelves up for- ſome - 

time in a Country Houſe. The i innocent Delicacies ofa » 


1 ue, but without Extravagance: Moſteſty and Virtue 


Tai 


their Pleaſures, and promiſed an additional Inſpiration 

to the-ProduQtions of their Wit. The ſame Defire reign - 
ing throughout this Amiable Society, no difficulty 
retarded the Effect; the Defign was executed almoſt - as 
ſoon as form'd. _ 


THE Company was compoſed of two Men and four 


Ladies; but, good God! how impoſſible is it to do-juſ- 


tte to their Characters! The/amont and his admir'd 


Dania, Or nes and his chafming Frlicia, could be 
uall'd only by each-other: And" indeed the Parity 
their oo 2 and Sympathy of Soul, ſeem'd to 
Prognofticate that Heaven had ordain'd theſe two in- 
comparable Pairs to be united by Bands facred and in- 
arg The Expectations of a Happineſs to which 


they all aſpired, was not attended * any of thoſe tu- f 


multuous Impatiences which we behold in ordinary Paſ- 


_fions, and which deſorm the! Deity of tender - wiſhes, 
and render his influence . — They lov'd, tis 


* 


their Minds, erf de alſo Actiq; 
Ten, Sh he a le Reck. 


I Hour which was to join his ; y with — | 1 


of the adorable Urania: and Orophanes, too full of 


Honour to ſeek any other Method, endeavour d to em- 


ploy the I due to compleat his Marriage with Fe- 

| Lb, 0 * c r Paſſion 

— — e 

I THE Objects of ſuch ſublime AﬀfeRtion ought not to 
loſe their Merit, and 'tis praiſe endugh to fi. that they 

| aye Birth to Loves, which are the Wonder. of the pre- 

t Age, and may ſerve as Exaniples to ſucceptivg 


nes. 


Thou ht, which gave an inimitable Elegance to all 

Words and Actions. O | ans had Wit and — 
ing; and tho' it Gerd n that of Thela yet 
as their Principles were tg Gs 75 . Diverſity o ” cheir 
| Semtiments ade vccafig —ũ — 7 Which . 
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0 rural Scene ſeem'd indeed moſt proper for the Purity of 
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Lo make conſpicuous their ſeyeral Excelleneies, and gave 
a new Life to Converſation. Urania and Felicia had all 
the Reaſon in the World to expect Happineſs with Men 
WW ho had ſuch exalted Spirits, temper'd with the ſweetelt 
and moſt affable Diſpoſitidns, nor was their Diſcernment , 
in the Choice they made of female Friends, lels to be 


WT :dmir'd than in thoſe defign'd for Husbands': Camilla 
and Fhrindzs, who from the Number of their Acquain- . 
A tance were ſelected to be of this Party, yielded in Merit 
to no body but Urania and Felicia,  _— 
THESE fix. Perſons, ſuch as I have attempted to 
= ſpeak them, ſer out together on their little Journey, 
and ina ſhort. Time arriv d at the Retirement, deſign d 
600 afford a perfect Tranquillity: The Houle belong d to 
Urania, who thinking true Happineſs confiſted in having 
= what was moſt Uſeful adorn'd with native Simplicity,  _. 
had not beautify'd her Country Seat with any Subtilties 
of Art, but only as it were aſſiſting Nature, had made it 
the moſt delicious Retreat that ever was. A great and fa; 
mous River form'd the Canal of her Garden, beyond © _ 
= which lay a rich Champaign Country, water'd by ſeveral 
little Streams. A Wood ſhady, thick, and kept in good © 
order, fill'd with Walks cool and ſolitary, ſhelter'd one 
part of this agreeable Manſion, both from the rough 4 
Aſſaults of wintry Boreas, or Summer's ſcorching Heats, 1 
Thro' thoſe high-arch'd Meanders and refreſhing Groves,” 
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vou might for ever wander unprejudiced, uninterrupted, 
either by Sun, or Wind, or Rain: Here, ſafe from In- 
Juries, of almoſt every kind, you might move ſtately on, 
I or lic reclined, indulging Contemplation, while all be. 
fide was Hurry and Confuſion, A Farterre, graced with 
the ſweeteſt and moſt beautiful Flowers, charm'd the 
Beginning and the End of Day. An Orchard and” 
Kitchin Garden, furniſh'd with all that might delight 
the Taſte, compoſed part of the U/zfu/ ; and a Courts. 
Yard, ftored with thoſe Things moſt requiſite - for | Life, ' 


compleated it, The 3 on every fide different., 

and always happily bounded, preſented to the greedy” 
Eye a vaſt Variety of untaſted Pleaſures, which were for 
. growing, for ever new. The Houle of fe 
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neither wildly great, nor diminutively ſmall; but com- 
modious beyond Expreſſion : It offer d not to View a 
piece of pompous Architecture, nor was it furniſh'd 
with more Sumptuouſneſs than it was built ; the Mag- 
nificence conſiſting only in the Neatneſs, Pleaſure and 
Convenience of it. A noble Hall open'd to four Apart - 
ments, each of which being double, made eight; the 
Doors being ſo contriv'd, that they might be ſeparate 
or together, afforded vacant Rooms for any whoſe Vi- 
fits ſhould be approved by this Illuſtrious Company. In 
fin, if there was nothing ſuper fuous in this beautiful 
Receſs, the moſt difficultly pleas'd muſt acknowledge 
there was nothing aanting. bir 
URANTA paid the Civilities of her Houſe in ſuch a, 
manner, as convinc'd her Friends of the pleaſure ſhe took 
in receiving them: And tho' Thelamont had been there 
ſeveral times before, yet the pleaſure of ſeeing it free, and 
without Conſtraint, made him with more Attention 
remark the Peautics; and as nothing was capable of af- 
_ tordirg bim fo much Satisfaction as that which might be 
an Improvement of the Mind, he took notice with an 
infinity of Joy that what Urania had taken the greateſt - 
car? in ſetting out, was a handſome large Cloſet, fill'd 
trom the bottom to the top with Shelves, richly lined _ 
and ſupported, and yet more graced with Books, 4 ſcar- 
ceſt, moſt neceſſary, and beſt choſen: He expreſs'd his 
Contentment by a Look lively and penetrating, which 


= nieetirg with a Return from Urania, fill'd her whole 


Soul with that undeſcribable Rapture which we feel in 
an Opportunixy of pleaſing what we loye. You ſee ( ſaid 
Sl, abith a becoming Smile ) the advantage which accrues 

from the having illuſtrious Friends! The Deſire we have _ 
ol making qurie!yes worthy of them, inſpires us with a 
generous Emulation, which leads us to praiſe-worthy 
Actions — I ſhould have thought my Houſe entirely . 
unfurpiſh'd, if I had not fill d part of it with what might 

abrecably, employ. the Petfons I eftcem. You honour. 

your own. Choice in what you fay, dens but 
notwithſtanding that it's the Bes of your God - 
reeding which has made you addreſs ſo obliging a. 8 
0 i 215 5 . n 6 ur 8 
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(7) 
courſe to che Company in gov, yet I dare venture to 
aſſure you in the name of us all, that we without pain 
will yield the honour of it to him who is the real Inſpirer 
of it. We have too great a value for his Wit, and the other 
ſhining Ornaments of his Character (cantinued foe, look- 
ing on Thelamont) to be ignorant that the 'Sentiments. 
and Condition of his Heart merit all the Attention of 
yours. I did not expect (anſwer'd Thelamont how- 
ing} to have received a Compliment for that which is 
only due to the Excellence of Urania's Genius: the E- 
ſteem I have for it, made me expreſs the pleaſure I take 
in ſeeing it always tend to that which is So/zd: And as 
Reading is, according to my opinion, a neceſſary Nou - 
riſhment to the Soul, I could not help looking on this 
Cloſet as the moſt beautiful and uſeful part of the Hour, 
and the moſt worthy of her who inhabits it. However 
that be (/aid Urania) *twill help us to paſs away the 


time we have agreed to.tarry here When our Con- 


verſation begins to languiſh, hither we'll repair for aſſiſ- 
tance. I am perſuaded (cry Orophanes) that it will 
be a long time before our Curioſity will be gratify'd with 
what this Repoſitory of Wit and Learning contains, if 
ue ſtay till we ceaſe giving attention to what you ſay— 
= Therefore my Advice is, that we lay our ſelves under a2 
law to come and ſpend two Hours here every Day, and 


that all in a mutual Silence take up what Book ſhall 


== plcaſc us beſt, and then communicating the Subjects we 
bare been reading, make either a Diſſertation or a-Cri- 
ticiſm—— to dedicate this place to the Actions great, or 
gallant, which theſe Books or our Memories ſhall furniſty 
us with. I approve of the Deſign (aid Camilla with 
an amiable Sprightlineſs ) all but what relates to the Si- 
lence As I ſhall be the firſt to break jt, I ſhall be 
glad to prevent a Law being made, which I am well af- 
ſur'd is not in my power to obſerve : When I am in a 
Rapture with ſome beautiful Paſſage, I muſt immediate- 
ly ſpeak-—.. I muſt repeat it aloud and point out 
the Beauties of it with an Earneſtneſs (with which E 
am ſometimes reproach'd ;) if I were to be debarr'd of - 

this ſo great a pleaſure, I ſhould grow ſtupid, J 
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THE Company lavgh'd heartily at this little Sally 
of 'Camilla's Wit, and 2 ſatisfy her, as well as not to 
_ deprive themſelves of the pleaſure of hearing her ſpeak, 
 forbore the Inſtitution of the Law they had intended to 
 impoſe''on themſelves. After which, they agreed to 
-divide the Day into-three Parts: The Morning was ap-- 
Pointed for the Ladies to paſs as they thought proper; 
From Dinner they were to repair to the Learned Cloſet, 
as being too warm for walking; and the reſt of the Day 
till Supper was tobe employ'd either in telling ſome Sto- 
ry, or making their ſeveral Remarks on ſuch new Pieces 
as were publiſh'd either in Verſe or Proſe. Supper ended, 
they were to refreſh their Minds with an entire Liberty 
of following their own Inclinations. Urania approv'd 
of this Regulation, only defired her Friends would a- 
gree not to oblige thoſe, who might happen to viſit 
her, to be ſubject to their Laws; all the world, (added 
| 45 not being of a Humour to ſpend their Time as we 


_  THLTS being complied with, they left the Cloſet, 
0 view thofe Parts of the Houſe which yet they had not 
een; which, notwithſtanding its Smallneſs, for a Wo- 
man of Urania's Eſtate and Birth, was ſo well managed, 
4 compact and regular, that one could not be tired with 
admiring it. Camilla and Flrinda being unwilling to 
ſeparate, defired they might be lodg'd in one Apart. 
ment: Thelamont and Orephanes did the fame; and 
Urania never ' parting from her dear Felitia, would 
needs have her take ſhare of hers : So that by this meant 
_— ſtill remain'd more * than Urania could poſ- 
ably expect Company to | | - 
RT TH ES E little Ban oyments having taken them up 
till Dinner time, they fat down to Table, which was 
erw d according to the Syſtem Urania had form'd for 
ber Oeconomy; that is to ſay, without Profuſion, but 
with a Neatneſs and Delicacy preferable to Magnificence. 
This, the neceſſary, but leaſt pleaſing Requiſite of Life; 
moreover, they reſolv d to . what they had deſign'd by 
retiring into the Cloſet; and each of them having taken 
a Book moſt ſuitable to their Taſte, or the — 
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their Mind, a Silerice ynenjoin'd reign'd- for fon time in 
ou recable Society: But Camilla, not able to reſtrain 
e eee ag i. the ine, of Gyr 
1 we out, $2 in the: Hiſtory 
. me above all things I have ever read! I place 
that great Prince above — who, notwithſtand- 
ing his excellent Qualities, has always given way to his 
Paſons without regard to his Glory, or the Immortality 
that be aſpir'd to f but Xenophor paints Cyrus ſuch as: 
all great Men ought to be: Fbis e e e 
alvays a Conqueror, has never ceas'd being wiſe, his 
cCongqueſts have not authoriz is'd his Weakneſſes": Abſolute 
Maſter. of innumerable, Nations, he has not thought him- 
ſelf permitted to doa-cruel or an unjaſt thing, more than 
the meaneſt of his Subjects. This Prince, whoſe. Vir- 
me equall'd his. Valour, after having ſubdued the moſt 
: — Nations, having done enough to aſſure his Glory, 
s inform'd that the moſt beautiful Princeſs in the World, 
W the virtuous Panthen, is his Priſoner; he refuſes to ſes 
ner, orders her to be ſerw' d. with all the Honours due 
io her Rank and Merit, without once venturing to ex- 
poſe his Heart to her Looks, for fear of being conquer d 
by a Paſſion which might influence. him to ſomething - 
unworthy of that Character he had ran thro' ſo many 
to obtain; :- Fm. convinced that if Panthea had 
borne the ſame! n as Thaleftris or Cleopatra 
id, this Bree or would not have dreaded an Inter- 
view his Virtue would have been a ſufficient Guard, 
againſt the Power of Beauty alone 3 but the Prudence af: 
bes being mote to be feard by him than her exte- 
W rior Charms, he aught td imagine as he did, that the 
_ vowledge'of that would be the Loadſtone to attract his 
Poul; it being almoſt unavoidable; but that the moſt 
q Virtuous of Men ſhould be charni'd with cha malt Vir 
aa on riod bog wn Joes KV ooot 
THE Remark of Camilla Fly a", ſaid The- 
es can: believe to: know: Men well one ought 
: | arben to judge bf em by iche Inadvertencies they avoid 
falling into, than by han: Actions they have done 
e, Hatred, Avarice, or Ambicign, we ſome-. 5 
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times 1 us on to wonderful 
| accompliſhment of our Deſires; yet are thoſe 
thus inſpir d, more ignoble in their Sentiments, than 
the poor Cottage Hind, that has no fapther. Proſpect 
than his Sheep-hook. ——— The 'moft cruel Tyrants 
have not been without ſome Virtues, bar when from 
what would ineline us to be vicious we extract an exalted 
Wiſdom, tis then, with Juſtice, we acquire the Name 
of Great. The monarch you: have been ſpeaking: of, 
would have been'far leſs blameable in loving Poxtize, 
than 4lexander,was in giving” way to the Violence of 
his Temper; when in his Wine he murder'd Ohtus. 
But I think we need not trace Hiſtory for an Exam- 
ple of this Grandeur of the Mind. A Prince of our 
own Time may be ſaid to excel, in Moderation; all who 
have gone before him, and eclipſe the Me nory eite, 
of Cyrus or Alexander, by one ſingle Action. This 
Prince having. feafted his uhole Court, - and\drank'e- 
nough to make him do ſomething beneath the Roya! 
Dignity, in the Morning remembring it, :was'10-angry i 
with himſelf, that aſſembling the ſame Perſons, he made 
an Oazh in their Preſence, never more to taſte'a Liquor ä 
which might, tho but for a moment, place him in the 
ſame Rank with eommon Men. This (added Thelamont)} 
is alone to be term d real Virtue, to know our Paitings, 
and to mend them, when we havr the Power to perſiſt 
in dem with Impunity a this is to be truly Wiſe; and we 
may hope for every thing. Som a Prince, bo thinks 
= Acts in this manner MOL Ss 15.394 i716 19909) SJ 5 11 10 
IS ttue, (reph'd Fldrinida) but I won't allow that 
Love, when juſtiy plac'd; is a Deſect in a Great Man; 
t don't ſeem to me, that to be a Hero, and àt the ſame 
time conſcious of that tender Laſſion, are incompatible. 
Ne, (doubtleſs; (aid Edlicia}} but then to make cheſe 
two Titles of Hero and Lover agree, the Perſon muſt 
love in the manner Urania ducts If ſhe wWill 
oblige us ſo far as to read the Copy of that Letter ſhe: 
writ to Beliſa on that Subject, yon wilbbe convinced 
that Love may be a Companion for the malt exalted 5 
e "Indeed, 3 60. . you are pring 40 - 


ad 


23 1 11 1 Ry ee: 
expoſe me to 2 an Criticiſqm; and T Ne good fer- rea- © 
ſon to fear that what your Friendſhip alledges in my 
favour, will rather turn to my confufion than the con- 
trary: I have heard much talk of that Letter Cad 
Camilla) and according to all Appearances, | it is well 
. our Attention. For my part {added Oropha , 
ne) I was preſent at the Converſation which occa-_ 


ſior'd it, and ſhall hear it read with a vaſt deal of Sa. 


tisfaction. I am intirely ignorant of it, ( /aid Thela- 
moni and am very much touch'd at the Unconcern . 
Urania, which has hithefto prevented her from lettin 
me know her Thoughts on a Paſſion, which the fo well 
knows how to inſpire. You were abſent, ( repl'd be 
ſmiling ) and I had fo man y things to ſay to you at 
our return, that I could not nd 3 in my Heart to inter- 
upt them for a matter of ſo little conſequence.” 564 
have obligingly excus'd yourſelf, ¶ aid Florinda) but you. . 
ſhall ſubmit to the Law; and ſince the Sun gives, us leave 
to enjoy the pleaſure of your Gardens, my opinion is, 
that we go to the Banks * that beautiful River, the pro- 
ſpect of which is ſo enchanting to my Eyes, that its re- 
freſning Coolneſs join'd to Urazia's Diſcourſe, may mals: 
Wy our Pleafure compleat. | 

= ALL the Company approved of Florinda's Advice 4 
= they repair'd to the Water-ſide, where 8 having. 
; cans 5 Seats to be brought, every body placed . 
ſebves, and by the filence they kept, ſhow'd the de 


they had to hear her; when the began thus: Before T | 1 


read the Letter (/aid ſbe] which we have been talk- 
ing about, I ought to let you know that Felicia and 
myſelf were invited to ſpend a Fortnight at Beliſas: 
As ſhe is a Perſon extremely worthy our Eſteem, the 
Party was very agreeable to us. We went, but at our 
arrival were inform'd, an Affair of the higheſt Imp 
tance had call d her ſaddenly into the Country, but t 
ſhe bad defired we would not deprive Julia, her Ni 
of our Company, fince ſhe ha! left her on 8 to, 
ive us. Julia is one of the moſt en; aging young 
Adgjes on earth and has a very fine Underſtanding ;..1 A 
Led we made no diſiculty of complying with Beb/a's 
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rſt, {avieg- Mien dg enough fur Folia, to have+. 
taken that Journey on her account only. She failed not 
to welcome us with all her Charms; and as ſhe is. not 
only generally admir'd, but has alſo an excellent Taſte in 
her Converſation, we found good _—— ay rs Sexes 
with her: The next day it was increas'd coming 
of Damon and Orophanes : (I believe ene 
and that his Character has not eſcap'd 8 No, doubt - 
lefs, {anfever d Camilla) he Je EE thak who deceive. 
us: He talks as if he had Wit, and really has it on ſome 
particular Subjects; but when we enter into him, we 
immediately find we have been in an error, and that it 
is to his Opinion being always contrary to that of other 
People, and to the violent manner in which he enforces 
his Arguments, that he owes the Attention which is ſome · | 
times given him. This Damon, (re/umed Urania) as you. 
deſcribe him, was the occaſion of a very warm Debate 
| among us; of which ſome of the Company having in- 
form'd Beliſa, ſhe ſent me word that to make her — | 
ainends for her not being able to partake in our Amuſe- 
ments, I muſt write her word for word ** diſpute I 
had with Damon ; On the other hand, be * 
by and Felicia, who were afraid, as they. 
ſaid, of forgetting. the greateſt pr 75 
1 found myſelf obliged to make a fort of a Wor 
W that I bad thought little worthy of — 
125 mbrance. This is it (added Se] and 1 with the 
a may ä * * e. 
riout 7. | 


Letter by way of Di 2 on Le. 


6 7. B52 1124 e 7 
0 U ail obige me, enga ing Beliſa, to 4d | 

| 1 in auriting aht 1 fark 55 other day at 17 Houje 
i the Behalf of Love: Your extraordinary Virtue gives 
great Weight to the * ument I have preſumed to maine E 

tain, 22 Ian ſure you'll own you Aal. — tes with 
red K 22 ay ane, u you ave. TIE 


= et 7-7 
one of an {fefion ſuch as yours cond have l 
+ +: i; enough for me to gain the Victory over my Adverjary.. 
7 maintain then, with-more Authority than ever, that the 
Woes; have deſcribed Loni as # God, on purpoſe co give 5. > 
aaa of his Purity: 1 allow indeed, that it betokens an i] 
% Power, but I cannot agree that the Dominion of” 
at God is capable of perverting Virtue into Vice, fince ' F 
., Merit of Love is the wery contrary to. fuch @ Mer. Þ 
amor phofir —According to. My Notions of that Paſſion, it it) = 
| eV. refine our Morals than corrupt them this is aubax 
all demonfirate to pan, in the Sequel of that" Controverſy . 
EP /on;, whoſe Buſineſi it is, take to reform it 3 Damon, 
nuch a Brute in his Inclinations us Underflanding, pro- 
h accuſed Loweas the ſale Cauſe of the various Irregular 
eiiies common among Mankind: That Paſſion {ſaid he) dew. 
.. Conve/ation, ir be Bane of all Society, poiſons the Soul, 
ad gaite debilitates the noble Faculties ; when once a Heart 
=: peed i n, ont does nothing but with Deſign, one makes. 
2 Scruple of wiolating all the Des of Affinity and Nature, 
deſpiſer all Lauus both humane and divine, and I compare a. 
= Man in love to @ Beaſt both flupid andworacious. O horrid! © 
= (cry'd-I, unable to contain my ſelf) aubut a Monſter do. 
= yu make of the tendereft and nobleft of all the Paſfrons Are 
Wwe to impute the Diſorders Ma vicious Appetite to Love? All. 
Mes are born to he what they are ; we every Day ſte that the. 
Severeſt Education, and meſt virtuous Examples, cannot re- 
Vm a mind propen/e to Il; we perceive the litthh Progreſs id 
males in Wiſdom, from its tendereft Infancy ; and when it. 
comes to be its own Maſter, by its Actions diſcocvers what on- 
hy the Fear of Reproof had mage it hidt. This is the Ground 
of Vice, and if ſuch a Mind be inflam'd with Love, that Paſs © 
ion will indeed become the Monſter which Damon har jn  M 
now deſcribed. It is not therefore Love which leads to-Pice, > 2 
but the Soul 74 Tendenty to Vice corrupts the Gueſt it en- 
tertains. On the contrary, a Perſon. born wwith\a natural. 
D:/pofition to Virtue, will improve his Education and Exam- 
ples ; and auben ſubdued by Love, it but firengthens the Prin- 
ciples he before adhr d to —— He ſeeks to ple — 


* 


- 
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* * 
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2 only 5 Methods which Fuftice teaches Bun. Love = 
| +. him avith his Torch only to enligbten and make more 
conſpicuous the Noblenefs of his Genius: Diſſimulation, Self- 


intereſt, and Envy are unknown to him. — A noble Love, 


(continu'd I) is fo far from deflraying Society, that it render 
Converſation more agreeable,it ſeweetens the roughetTemper, 
entightens the dulkeft Mind, and finds ways to ien the <a | 


| favags Soul : without Love the World had ſtill remain'd in 
Chaos, '*fxwas Lowe alone rais'd it from thente, and it is 


Love alone preſerves it from returning to it again — How 


then cam a Paſſion ſo neceſſary to the Conſiſteney of the 
evhole Univerſe be actuſed. of the Diſorders of the Man- 
ners Damon without doubt confounds Luft evith Love 3 
the firſt leads Men into the moſt enormous Crimes, the other 


frequently. brings em out. How often have abr ſeen Men, 
whom Time, Opportehity, and ill company hawe drawn into 


the moft pernicious Pleaſures, and who abandoning themſelves 


to the Fury they are poſſeſs d with, fly SromOtjets toObjedts | 
ewithout Choice or Reflection, on a ſudden quit all this fur 
Tove p — Had they more Vices, all would wanih at Sight- 
of that Charmer, which Wiſdom throws in their Way, as a 
Bank neceſſary to oppoſe the Impetuofity of their Libertine Tem- 
pers. Ten look back on their paſt Condu# with Shame, 


and the noble Ambition of rendring themſelves «worthy of 
«what they love, gives them at the ſame time that of burying 
in Oblivionthe Debaucheries in which they have been plung'd, 

this is the Power of True Love; all that is fubſervient to 
the Government of the Senſes is not Love, but Luſt -—— the 
Immortal Being has done nothing for as but thro" Love 


Friendſbip, evhich unites Mankind, is Love: it changes it 


Name only by the Difference of Sexes ; but then, as J ba, 


ſaid before, it muſt not be the Senſes which dire# Love, butt 


Love the Senſes —W hen I. ſpeak of Men, I mean Mankind 
in general; ſo that the weak andtimorous Sex is comprehend- . 
ed in my Diſcourſe, and will add another Argument ts thoſe I 
have already ventured to urge, by their being obi, ged conflant<' 
by: to o fludy the Laws of Vi — Let a young Virgin brought 


up in Innocence, be ever fo much charm'd with the Merit off 
the Man, Heaven has deſignd her, you'll fee her reſiſt ber 
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E | » 8 1 
„aue in/y\ Motive: of ſuch a Combat—She is ignorant ]: 
27 Sin is, therefore her Heart cannot revolt againſt that 
ich foe knows nothing F he withſtands ihe Progreſs of 

| = / er Paſſion only thro a Prejudice of Education, which "Ou 
u Modeſty —but Jet ber be once united to him in a law- 

ul manner, her Paſſion throws off all Diſguiſe, ſve owns h 
eres, owns it without bluſping, avows her Flame, nay 

= ries in the Conftfion. Can ſuch an filteration bappen in 

= ice dies any one boaſt of aCrime they 3 of ? 

„„ fare: Vet this Woman, bred up in the ftrieſ Vi 


Nuss, can 
ay, 1 leve the Man who is become my Hausband. Therefore 
Love ia it/elf is virtuous; for if it were a Crime twould - 
ee /o , Pb nor cou'd a Ceremony, only inflituted to reflrain 
Marking, take off of its Deformity.— M our Intemperance 
hd isfg ures the native Innocence of the God, tis our fault, not 
„; ib: Doctrine corrupts not the Dilciple, bat the Manners 
Vibe Diſciple often ſhame; the Doctrine: Heaven is not to 
== hc alan d for our Sins, neither is Love for our Extravagan- 

= cics—i has made Heroes of thoſe who before were Tyrants 


. LIES * 
= 2 * 


= aud of all tbe Paſſions tis the only one which is compatible 
= vi HI/dom ; the Heart it made to be engaged, but then it 45 
engbi to berwith the Love I have been deferibing ; that 

aubich Damon bas been ſpeaking of, being only the Irregu- 

= Zr:1ty of Nature, which by the Afiftance of Reafon may be © 

= overcome. ' Thus, wife Beliſa. I nid d ny Diſcourſe; the 

= length of avhich I was qfraid hau tir d the Company : but 

Orophanes, au Morals render him avell worthythe Etetm | 

you haue for him, \ flatter d me"agreeably, by aſſuring me in 

the Name of ti bmpν“ũ, that they avere all, cot pt Damon, 

of my Opinion: 'Gharming Julia, by a Prejudice of Educa- 

tion did not dare to applaud me openly for having, ſaid jo. 3 
much in the Praiſe of Love ; but one of her "intelligible: 1 
Looks;' *ewhich fbe ſo auell knows how to dart, convinced 

me of her Approbation. Damon alone continu'din his Er- 

ror,” and let me hnow,'that he lool d on me as a Per Jon whoſe 
Commerte adus dungerum He event away with a Difſatif-'0 

fut which for ſane time diuertid am; 'aft6h which\ αjl e. 
mau ſome farther Nom um dus I had been talking 
about,” and then parted, very much regretting yogr Abſence. 

Julia underivvk to write you our conver ſation,and as Laid _ - 
Goo ona „ 


L 16 Þ — 
expect you aveuld have defired to have known it from ms, 
rant no further care, than to are you pate e 1 
more e to ſee Joly N "= 


e Art ata ans men u, 
URANIA. 


| URANIA had ſearce 8 . e the 
whole Company ſeem'd to endeavour to outvie each o- 
cher which ſhould give her the greateſt Ap A Fa | 
but Thelamont locking on her with Eyes in which 2 
writ his Paſſion, Indeed ſaid be to ber) you muſt own | 
have been to hlame in having fo long deprived 'me |? 
of the Pleaſure which I have now ſhar d with the Com- 
pany ; but however diſobliging your Diſcretion has been 
to me, I can't help ſaying, n 
Py in being the Occaſion of fo polite a Work. That's: 
true, {aid Florinda) and it muſt have been only a 
Man ſo tenacious of dien Opinion as he is, who'icould - 
have deny'd aſſenting to ments ſo convincing. As 
for me, (added Camilla) they have had ſuch: an Effect 
on my Heart, that I know not by what Meaſures to de- 
fend it, if I were addreſs'd. to in the manner Urania 
1 has expreſy'd. Vou very well deſerve it, Trephd Feli- 
cCioa) but it maſt be own'd there are but few Paſſions 
ſiuch as thoſe ſhe has deſcribed, and that Lrania has 
ſmo d her Wit at the > of Probability. L Wan! tt 
allow that, beautiful Felicia, ¶ aid Orophanes) but will» 
| maintain, even againſt you, that-there are ſtill Men capas: 
ble of a virtuous Paſſion: Doubtleſs, (cry'4 Thelamont;: 
alittle warmly) and I can't. think Uraxia began this. 
Diſpute without believing that there are Men fuch as: 
ſhe would wiſh. em to be. I do nat deny it 19,0 A 
Ne and at the ame riums a-rofy Bluſh Spread t/elf.all-o:87) 
hers lovely Face) and I confeſs that niy. own: Paſſion: 
made me-imagine I had really ſound one capa ble of re- 
turning it in the ſame Manner. Thelamont-had-all the 
work * ought. to have of ſo obliging 2 
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a it not been for the Preſence of their Friends, won d“ 


oe thrown himſelf at her Feet to have thank'd her for 
e Juſtice ſhe had done him. Felicia, perceiving he 
ada Defire to ſpeak to her without being heard, pro- 
os'd walking, to give him an Opportunity of pouring 
Arth ſome part of thoſe tender Tranſports, which it 
not poſſible always for a Lover. to reſtrain without 
Pain —— Come . (/aid fe) we muſt not hinder ela- 
62 from giving his Opinion of Urania's Word 
t theſe Words they all roſe, and the o'er-joy'd Thela- 
7. took his adorable Urania by the Hand, which 
Fave the equally enamour'd Orgphanes: an Opportunity 


f doing the ſame to Felicia, while Camilla and Flo- 


44 follow'd Arm in Arm. Thus without ſeparating, 


/ Body found themſelves according to their Incli- 
1 : tions. I am the ha pieſt of Men, 10 ſaid Thelamont to 
rania, as he Zed her } if what you have been ſaying has 
ny Relation to me My Deſtiny is moſt glorious, 


l may flatter my ſelf that you know me well enough to 


hich you wou'd wiſh the Man to have, who declares 
imſelf your Lover. I aſſure you, (reph d Urania) that 
n drawing the Picture of a pure and perfect P affion, I 
ad you alone in View the Footing we're upon, leaves 
o room to diſſemble my Inelinations, my whole Hap- 
vineſs conſiſte in the Delicacy of yours, and I thought I 
cow'd them this Acknowledgment of telling you I . | 
che Value of a Heart, of which I flatter my ſelf I am the 
Miſtreſs . You fee Thelamont, ( contiuued foe, more 

= ravely than before) | ſpeak to you with the Confidence 

= of a Woman who has given her Promiſe; but I conjure 
you to remember that the Ceremony is ſtill wanting, 
which muſt authorize my Vows ; therefore ' defire you 
will defer till then the Anſwer which I perceive you are 
about to make me. No, Madam! (cry'4 Thelamont) 


to how immenſe a Height ſoever you carry my Happi- | 


ness, the Raptures you inſpire ſhall never exceed the 
Bounds of that reſpectful Awe which the Purity of m 
own Paſſion, and your Virtue impoſes on me — But di- 


vine Urania{ added he, after a little Pauſe) do not till the A 
wi 1 | folemnizing 


** 


\ 


elieve that you have inſpired me with all the Sentiments 
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ſolemnizing of that Ceremony you make me hope, de- 
prive me of entertaining you with the Sentiments of 


that Heart which you are ſo good to own you have 
ſubdued. I give you leave, ¶ aid foe) when any occaſion 
offers without Offence to what we owe the Company ; Well 
and tis even now time to make the Converſation gene - 
ral. > hear a Diſpute between Felicia and Oropha- ll 
nes, Which makes me believe they want us T- 
lanont ſigh'd at the Sentence, which put an end to his 
Happineſs for that time, but always refign'd to her Com- 
mands, they join'd Flarinda aud Camilla, who were 
already with Felicia. As ſoon as that beautiful Per- . 
ſon ſaw Urania approach, Come, I beg you (/aid ſbe 6 
Ber, and be judge of a Diſpute I have had with Oropha- 
nes; he complains of my Indifference, and threatens to ñ 
try if Abſence won't make me more ſenfib'e; I main- 
tain that that is the moſt improper Method he can take, 
and that if his Preſence can gain nothing on me, Ab- = 
| ſence will make me forget him entirely. On the con- 
_ trary (cryd Orophanes) you'll then think of the Faith. 
fulneſs with which I have ſerv'd you, thit remembrance 
will bring regret, regret muſt certainly occafion ſenfibi- 
 lity— you'll recal me, and then 1 ſhall be the happieſt 
of Mankind. You ſuppoſe then, {/aid Urania, /miling } 
that you ſhould be regretted? My very great Paſſion, 
( anfavered he) and infinite Reſpect aſſure me that Feli- 
cia, finding none of her Slaves more tender, or more 
ſubmiſſive will be oblig d to do me juſtice. Truly (/aid 
Thelamont) were I not perſuaded that you ſeek rather 
to ſhow your Wit than make known your real Senti- 
=_ ments, I ſhould prodigiouſly condemn you for 9 
; ſuch. Can a Man, poſſeſs'd with a ſincere Affection, thin 
of leaving the Perſon he loves? Will he hazard a real 
Bleſſing for an imaginary one ? In ſhort, tis an Experi- 
ment a faithful Lover can never make, nor indeed ought 
to attempt, fince it argues either but a ſmall ſhare of Paſ- 
ſion, or a very great one of Preſumption. —  - 
As he ended theſe Words, they found themſelves 
over. againſt the Houſe: As they were going in, a Chaiſe 
and fix, attended by two Men pn Horleback, came 
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lloping after them into the Court - Vard ——— Ura-- 
2 turning back to receive em, was agreeably ſur- 
d to ſee that Beli/a and Julia, of whom they had 
en talking, alighted from the Chaiſe ; but the two Ca- 
liers, who immediately diſmounted to lend the Ladies 
eir Hands, rais'd the Wonder of not only Urania, but 
all the Company, no body there knowing em; but 
particular the youngeſt of the two attracted all their 
Wd miration : he was tall, his Shape fine, graceful, and 
=, tho' rather inclining to fat than lean, his Eyes the 
oeelieſt Blue that ever was ſeen, bright, ſparkling, 'but 
tten'd with a Languiſhment not to be deſcrib'd, not 
be reſiſted ; his Noſe proportion d to his other Fea- 
Pires; a Mouth on which a thouſand little Loves fat 4 
rtive, and ſeem'd to wanton in his Smiles; beſides al! 
. he had a certain Air of Grandeur, which ipcke - 
n of ſuperior Extraction, and of a mi d yet more 
td — He led. Heliſa, Urania ran to emcur.ce 
=, who after ſhe had return'd thoie. Marks of k ind- 
s from her, and ſaluted the reſt of the Company, You - . 
e without doubt ſurpriz'd, dear Urania, (aid foe) © 
ſee me take the Libert / of bringing to your Houſe 
erſons uttcr'y unknown to you ; but my Friendſhip 
Will ſuffer me to conceal nothing from you. — bh 
ome to communicate to you both my Griefs and Joys - 
theſe Gentlemen are the principal Occaſions of bot 
he Paſſions | have mention'd, I thought their Preſence. - 
eceſſary to what I had to fay to you, is adding very 
WP bligingly to my Satisfaction (aid Urania) to give me 
his Mark of your Confidence, and were I leſs inclina- - 
le than I am to receive any Thing that you have a 
-oncern in, the Air and Appearance of the Perſons who 
ccompany you, are ſufficient to gain the Efteem of eve- 
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BE L ISA then turning to the Cavalier who led 
her, Behold (ſaid /be) that Thelamont and Urania 
ou have had ſo great an Inclination to be acquainted © . 
With, and the Character of whoſe Merits have made fo. 
reat an Impreſſion on you! I have not miſtook them, 
adam, (anſwer'd the charming Stranger, advancing t- 


Mw ..  - them out to me. Then addreſſing himſelf in the moſt 
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Suni Urania) the Impreſſion you ſpeak. ol, pointed 


graceſul Manner to Thelamont, whoſe Arms were al- 
ready open'd to receive him, ſaid Things to both, 
which were their due from every Body, but which 
they ſeldom receiv'd in that agreeable Faſhion as he 
knew how to pay The noble Pair return'd his 
Compliments with their uſual Wit and Vivacity, and 
the Company being join'd, Beli/a and Julia receiv'd Wl 
the Careſſes of Felicia, Camilla, and Florinda. Or- 
pbanes, who had been long acquainted with Be/i/a, Wl 
was preſented by her to the two Strangers, who nei- 
ther of em forfeited that good Opinion of their Un- 
derſtandings which their Phyſiognomies at firſt Sight 
had gain'd em. He which ſeem d the eldeſt of the two, 
notwithſtanding an Air of deep Melancholy, ſhow d fo 
much Gracefulneſs in all his. Words and Actions, which, 
Join'd to a Form perfectly compleat and lovely, ren- 
der d it impoſſible for him to be ſeen without being ad- 
mir'd. As for the younger, whom Beliſa had call'd by 
the Name of Orſames, there was a certain Conformity 
in his Mind to that of Thelamont, a Greatneſs of Soul 
and Sentiment, their Hearts united themſelves as tho 
they had a long time been acquainted, and it may be 
faid, that Sympathy cut off the Time neceſſary to know 
IT not being near Supper. time, Urania led the Com- 
pany to a Terraſs which commanded the River, and 
from which there was a moſt delicious Profpe& ; it 
was ſurrounded with a great number of grafly Seats, 
placed near enough each other, to afford thoſe who 
ſat on em, an Opportunity of Converſation. Aſter the 
Compliments uſual on theſe Occaſions ; I don t fee any 
body here {/aid Beliſa) that will be an Interruption 
to my informing Urania of ſome Adventures, in 
which I am ſure he'll take a part; therefore, ſince we 
have time, I think I had beſt employ it in acquainting 
her with what brought me here, independently from 


the defire of ſeeing her. You will prodigiouſly oblige 
n 


me (anſwered Urania,) and I fancy n 


"io 21 3 
vir of Lan an e e 7 
Via, that re oubles my  Curiofity, and makes me be- 
wha ſhe has great I Intereſt in what you are about to tell 


F "Y 0 U R Penetration, 4. Urania (, ſaid Jukka A 
ig is ſeldom at a loſs, and you have now 

true, that I muſt intreat you will engage Fee 2 
permit me to viſit the Brauties of this place durin gr | 
WT Diſcourſe. With alt my Heart, cry Beliſa laug 5 
and tho“ we ſhall be ſorry ſor your Abſence, yet we muſt 
diſpenſe with your N your own Hiſtory, At theſe 
W words 7 got up, and leaning on the Arm of the el-- 
deft of the 8 ſhe retir'd, ſaluting the Com- 


pany with a moſt becomin Gesine The other 
— ger followed her a Steps, and whiſper'd her: 
1 Os Hams d to anſwer him with Tenderneſs, after which 
he return'd to his Seat, his REY wa neceſſary to. © 
make np: ana known. to the Com * Beliſa 2 
ceiving they attended ſor what 4 2 to —. 
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ou W dear Urania, (fait . chat my FER 
mily has been of a diſtingaiſhed Rank, and that 

a great many conſiderable Places, as it were hereditary 
in our Houſe, have render d it Illuftrious : Tho' you 
are perfectly well acquainted with me, yet I am oblig'd 
to remind you af theſe things, that yau' may the ber- 
ter enter into.what TI am about telling you. My Father, 
who had heap'd up great Riches, as well by his Em- 
ployments, as by ſeveral ſucceſsful Voyages which Ships | 
0 as had on” Jo the Rau, IF a Wife, who was 
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in a Nunnery, and took a particular Care in the Edu- 


tune, and had fo great a tenderneſs for me, that he 


mentary Sweets beguiled me into the fatal Labyrinth of 


to him as I was to Dorantes. She was a widow of | 
about twenty years of age, and had a Son two years | 
old, which ſhe was fo paſſionately fond of, that her whole 
| Care was in the bringing him up, living altogether 


|  Courtier himſelf, and could not bear his darling Siſter | 
_ reliſh of himſelf—— reſolving therefore, to make one 


time to declare; he requeſted, that Dorantes and I would WM 
- make her a Viſit in this Retirement ſhe had choſen. | 
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a vety advantageous Match, left only one Son and my 
ſelf, My Mother dying before him, he brought me up 


cation of my Brother Dorantes, who, when he became 
a Man, he was in general Eſteem— My Father dying, 
he was left Maſter of himſelf and an immenſe For- 


thought of nothing but making me à Partaker in the 
Enjoyment of it. He took me home, and uſing me with | 
u paternal Care, mix'd with a brotherly Affection, I 
Iiv'd in all the Happineſs of Tranquillity ! but Love foon if 
interven'd to ruffle this Calm of Life, and by its mo- 


bitter and laſting Perplexities. My Brother had a Friend 
called Ph:/intus, who: had one of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Employments in the Naval Forces ; he was ad- 
vanc'd by his Courage at an Age when others only be - 
gin to ſhow it. This Ph:i/intus had a Siſter as dear 


retir d, receiving no Viſits, and ſcarce ſeen by any bo- 
dy but her Brother and her own Domeſticks: So me- | 
lancholy a Life, (to diſſuade her from which, ſeveral 
Attempts had been made, tho' in vain) was a ſenſible i 
Afi@on to Philintus : Me was gay, gallant, and a great 


ſhould deny herſelf thoſe Pleaſures he had ſo great a 


laſt Effort to draw her from a Solitude, which to him 
would have been ſo irkſome, and prompted, perhaps, | 
by Sentiments which he did not think proper at that 


As much a Lover of it as ſhe was, he faid, he was | 
very ſure ſhe would receive us with that Civility the 
Rank we held in the World, and in his Eſteem deſery'd, | 
andi t may be (added he) the Converſation of the | 
c _ 
; | | or 
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WW ot!d again, if it were only to m_ the Advantages an 
Wtimacy with her cannot but afford 
My Brother conſented with pleaſure, and my Com- 
aicance for him made me find no difficulty in it. Hi- 
erto I had not perceiv'd that Philintus had any other 
ntiments fer me than thoſe of Friendſhip, the ve- 
great one he had for my Brother authorizing” the 
eppeas be paid me; and as nothing in the world could 
more amiable than Philintus, I had a moſt tender 
aeem for him, without believing that my Heart would 
So farther. We were in this Situation of Mind, when 
e ſet out to viſit Arſeſue, which was the Name of 
—_ /:/intz;s Siſter. During the Journey, my Brother 
ear'd him to give us a Deſcription of her, but could 
et nothing out of him but theſe words, You Hall ſee, 
en fall jugge. The Silence he obſery'd whenever, 
pserpoſe to draw ſomething from him, we told him, 
e doubted not but ſhe was handſome. and the vo- 
atary Retirement ſhe had made from the World, gave 
=> an Opinion ſhe was defortn'd; and that, conſcious 
her Imperfections, it was her Prudence which made 


ST cudiced with this Idea, we deſiſted asking any farther 
Wueſtions. © "FRI WY 
s he had given notice that he would bring Com- 
ny with him, we found at our arrival, every thing 
order for our Reception The Pleaſfantneſ | 
eggnificence of the Place merits the moſt elegant De- 
iption; but I ſhall content my ſelf with telling. you, 
one of the moſt delightful and noble Seats in the 
ole Kingdom, and that ſo many Beauties firuck our 
cs, that Dorantes and I, in ſecret figh'd that it was 
inhabited by an agreeable Perſon : But how great 
3 our Surprize, when we ſaw Arſeſue, who waited 
os in the midſt of her Women, on a. flately Terraſs 
ich muſt be paf'd before you go to her Apartment! 
o form any Idea of what ſhe was, one muſt 
ie all that can be conceiv'd of Perfection the 
wp blooming Youth, the moſt delicate Complexion, 
Wes that had in them all the Fire of i a 
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r to avoid appearing in a Town ſtor'd with Beauties. 2 


E : : 
- N 9 on. Ms ** * ** 0 R FOI n n — * of * 5 Oe" 1 el 
0 . P r 
» ttt eat 5 F - q . 51 4 1 "uy * WY ORE T- *. 2% r „ - 5 WEE. * 
W * - - * * * 4 1 7 - 5 6 4 ks "Po EI _—_ 7 7 p P, 1 

© ey : *# ofa hs NN N * Ae a 7 WOO? 9 7 W TTY * Fee * 
— 2 U x, - A * n + \ * 2 - 2 2 N * : rs . - . : F 25 1 4 

hat 7 N , — 4 * o a * — e 

» * 3 1 
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neſs of Love 3 _ eaſy, and fine-proportioned- Limbs 
and, to all this, a thouſand unutterable Graces, accom- 
panying every Air and little Motion, ——hether i 
was the Idea which we had formed to ourſelves' of 
her, Which. contributed to our Admiration, or whether 
it was only the natural Effect of the Charms of this 
beautiful Widow, but both of us were ſeiz'd. with an 
Aftoniſhment which render'd it fible. for ſome 
moments for us to pay: thoſe Civilities which were her 
Due. Philintus, Who heedfully obſery'd our Looks, 
ſaw the Confuſion we were in with a ſecret Satisfaction; 

but diſſembling his Thoughts at that time, he took 
me by the hand, and preſented me to his Siſter, who, 
by the Reception ſhe gave us, diſcover d ſhe had as | 
a. Share of Wit as Beauty: Dorantes was 
fo charm'd and tranſported with every thing he ſaw, 
that he: had not Words ta expreſs himſelf ; and never 


did I ſee him at ſo gi t a 6 fine, he 


fell paſſionately in love, and, wholly unable to conceal 


it, he ſpoke to me of it the third Day aſter our Arri- 


_ © Timorouſneſs which render 


val in that agreeable Place, and defir'd me to hint it to 
Philintus ; his Paſſion having alſo inſpir'd him with a 

K him 3 of being 
his own Advocate. Dorantes was too dear to me, and 
Ar/ſeſne too charming, for me to refuſe ſuch a Com- 
miſſion. I e the the Buſineſs, and. accordingly 
entertained 'Phi/;ntus with the Diſcovery of his Sen- 
timents the firſt opportunity, which was not hard for Bi 
me to find, he always ſeeming pleas'd when any offer'd 


to talk with me alone- le receiv'd what! 
| had to ſay to him with an Extaſy which gave me 
- fome. ſurprize, knowing the Piſint of. his 


Soul, and that it could not be for any Advantages be i 
Could expect in that Alliance, Ar/e/ne havi ag Fortune 

te from her Son, which might entitle her to as 

a Match — — He aflur'd me that if my Bro- 
ther really defir'd it, Arſenſe ſhould conſent to 5 his 
Wife —— that he would anſwer all the Scruples her Re- 
ſerve ſhould make, and that there was but one Obſtacle, 


and that depended _y on Dorantes hindelf . . 


Ei 4 


% 


lf, ſaying, It was not a thing proper to be reveul d to 
ay but himſelf. This Anſwer prodigiouſty ſurpriz d 
ne, but I forbore to ask him farther, and left him at 
berty to go in ſearch of Dorantes ; a few moments 


ond not interrupt them, and retir'd to my Apartment, 
aiting the Hue of their Converſation, which I doubted 


erding to my Belicf, as ſoon as he had parted from 
bi.lintus, he came directly to me, and ſeating him- 


* 


cove, I Pied lä vic ul kesgizlle Bdribincls 
d let me know what it was; but he'excuſed him. 


fter, I ſaw em walking together in che Garden, but 


1 o but I ſhould” be inform'd of by my Brother. Ac 
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ir by me; IL owe every thing to you, my dear Beli 
27: ) finiſh what you have begun, and make me the 


rst of Men, by giving your Hand | to-Philintur,' 


bo adores you. I own to you, dear Urania, that 


eee words opened my Eyes; at once I found the Cauſe 
f Philintus's Aſſiduity, and ef my Eſteem for him: 
ut hiding from Dorantes this ſecret of my Soul, F 


ade my conſenting to receive P/:i/intus as a Lover, 
ppear as: an Act of Friendſhip” and Obedience to him. 
s I had done ſpeaking, Philinizs came into the 
hamber with Arie, whom he - preſented to me 


fes. I revoke the Promiſe' which I have juſt now gi 
n, (ſaid ſhe, embracing me) if the charming Beli/ee 
averſe to make my Brother happy. That of Doras. 


e, lovely Arſeſne, I allure Pbilintus before you, that 
accept the Heart he offers me. Philintus reply'd to 
gat J faid in Terms to make me believe the Silence 
had hitherto kept, had only made his Love more 
lent. Dorantes gave a thoufard Thanks to his dear 


him; and this double Union being thus conelided 
„our Brothers thought of hothing but accom- 
Ss it, and thought it proper to return t6 Town, 
th 
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a Sifter who would not be repug1ant to his De- 


Zee, for 10 early an Acknowledgment of her Eſteem 


5, (anſwefd T) is too dear to me to retard it; there» 


them defiring it might be ſolemnized in pub- 
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| RS FSNE: gave Orders about ber little Son wit 


al imaginable Tenderneſs, whom ſhe. lov'd with a 
exceeding that which is ordinarily to be found 
in Mothers; and I believe would never have conſented 
to a ſecond Engagement, if ſhe tad not been prevail d 
upon by ſeme conſiderable Advantages, which Dorant: 
offer'd to yield to him. | 
ALL things being ready for our Departure, lay 
ſenſibly affected at the * Sorrow of Arſaſue in par 
ing from the young Orſames, for ſo the lovely bs mn was 
cCall'd; a thouſand times we ſnatch'd him from her Arms, 
and ſhe as often clung to him again: a Torrent of Tear 
aceompany'd the tender things ſhe ſaid to him, and her 
Grief ſeem'd to riſe to ſuch a height, that Dorantes and] 
all of us begg'd her to take him with her. But her Rez- 
ſon getting at length the better of her Fondneſs, ſhe would 
not — ing the change of Air might do him a Pre- 
judice, which her Kiſſes and Embraces could not repair. 
Women who had the care of bim, ſtrenucuſly op · 
pos'd his being remov'd on this ſcore ; ſo that ſummon- 
ing all her Reſolution, ſhe threw herſelf into the Coach, 
and made a fign he ſhould be taken from her fight. We 4 
follow'd her immediately, and ſet out melancholy enough 
for Perſons who — they had ſuch reaſon to be con- 
tended. But it ſeem d as if that Sadne's which poſlcis'l} 
us all, and which at firſt was only occafion'd by the 62 
of Ar/ofue, was a prediction of thoſe Misfortunes who 
we were too ſoon to fall into. 
Ass N appear'd more chearful as fie approach 
the Town; ſhe ſaid a thouſand obliging things to 4 4 
$ * kn 3 Cc ver. mw. ron tha 
1 thought no y in bein to 1 
1 than my — did in becoming her 4 Phil 
= ans no Houſe in Town, his Sifter was prevail'd of 
_* _ to make our's her Home, before the Ceremony of Mal 
| tiage ſhould give her the Title of Miſtreſs of bellow | 
=” intended Bridegroom's being impatient for the on 6 
leating their Wiſhes, thing was preparing for te 
— — n 
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ee only to overwhelm} us with a mortal Affliction: 
%. was on a ſudden; ſeis d with ſo violent a Diſorder, 


re was no Aſſiſtance wanting; but, notwithſtanding all 


in less than twelve Hours ! She herſelf was the firſt 
0 perceived it, and cauſing Dorantes and Philintys to 
near the Bed, where I before was ſitting, holding 
nin my Arms; I ſee, ( ſaid ſhe] that Heaven will not 
er me to enjoy the Happineſs you are preparing for 
. I -flure you, (added be) taking his Hand, I ſhould. 
ee laid my faf under any agreeable Law of contributing 


not be, transfer to my dear Child the Tenderneſs you 
ee for me, and give me the ſatisfaction of believing, that, 
boang 2 Mother, he ſhall gain a Father I alfo, 
what my death may not retard the Marriage of Beliſa 
A Phbiliatus. In ſpeaking this ſhe embraced . 
making her Brother approach ſtill nearer to her, ſne 
k our Hands, and joined them; remember (re/umed 
a2 Siſter, - who dying loves you with an Ardour be- 
a what is ordinarily found among Relations. Philintus 


— 
2 


of Dorantes was terrible; I thought ſeveral times he 
ad have expir'd before her: He continued on his Knees 
ae Bed - ſide, holding one of her Hands, without being 
to ſpeak one word; but the Deſpair which appear d 
is Face, gave me juſt Cauſe to fear the Effects. That 


1 ble Lady finding; berſelf at the point of death, and. - 


lcd beyond meaſure at the fight of his Grief, looſ-- 
„ber Arm from. him, threw it round his Neck ; 
FF” mu dear Husband, {/aid be) I beg you will 


ee fm hence. —your Sorrow ſoftens me too 
. remember that my laſt Breath conjures you 
ee for the fake of him whom I prize far above my- 
—— dbbe then made a ſign that we fhould all re- 
E being deſirous of — ew remaining Mo- 
_ with her confeſſor, who was all this while Waiting 
Room. Dorantes was carried away in a 


t ſhe was obliged to take her Bed. You may be ſure 
care that could be taken, her Diſtemper became mor-, 


myfelf were almoſt drown'd in Tears, but the Condi 
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ry thing in my power to your Felicity; but ſince that 135 


ing him my Husband, I diſcovered a thouſand r 2 


(68 1 
ens but followed him, endeavouring to 
mitigate the Tranſports of his Grief ———= As for me, 
I know not by what means I was conrey'd to my own 
Apartment, where ſome time aſter I found myſelf on my | 
Bed, near which Philintus ſat in great Affliction; and it 

was not without difficulty he forc'd himſelf to tell me 
that Arſeſue was juſt expir'd, and that her whole Body 

was cover'd with the Venom of her Diſeaſe, which a 
Remedies had the power to throw out. I immediately 

thought of my Brother; but he-afſur'd me that he Wal 

ſurrounded by Friends and Servants, who were uſing all 
the means they could invent for his Conſolation I went! 
to him, and found him in a Condition the moſt deplorz- 

ble that Grief has Power to reduce one to and it wa} 
near a Month before we could obſerve the leaſt Abatement 
of it and if then he ſeem'd to have thrown off ſome 
part of the Violence of that Anguiſh with which at fir 
he was ſo fiercely agitated 3 it Was only that he might| 
enable himſelf to execute the Commands of that lovely 

Perſon whoſe loſs had oecafion'd it. By her laſt word 

he was made Guardian of her Son, and Poſſeſſor of hi 

Eſtate till he ſhould come of age. He therefore ſent 
down to the Country where the Effects lay, to make ber 

Death, and her Will known, and to aſſure her Ser van 

that he would take the ſame ere of them as if owe 

. Nee I 4A 
PHILTNTUS would very Lin baue had oy Bof 

Adden to endure the Fl but he was eb too full a 


ad in this time af a more intimate — wil 
him than I had permitted before I had thoughts of mak 4 


à thouſand Beauties which till then had paſs'd unheede 
by me: Our mutual Tendernefs at length arrived 8 4 
that degree of Perſon, which makes Love immort!i 
IT was near three Months after the Death of Ar/:/« 
that Dorantes beginning to think there was ſomething 
Gs. 92 * Friend and Siſter, having paid an 1 f 
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wy, 5 
u Tribute: of Sorrow to the Dead, gratify'd- the im- 
tient Sollicitations of Philintus with a Promiſe, that 
Marriage ſhould be celebrated in a few days. Bat 
eitiny ſeem d to oppoſe his kind Intentions and. our 
ppiaeſs: He had ſcarce time to thank him for the 
ant, | before: he receiv'd an Order from ſuperior Powers | 
SS imbark immediately, the Fleet being ready to ſail on 
eecret Expedition. Here was no room for Hope, no 
bility of gaining Time — judge of his Deſpair, and 
epos d to, made his departure more afflict ng; and 
ver were Farewels accompany d with greater Symptoms 
inconſolement on both ſfides—— Omens, alas! too ſure 
ner ſhould meet again. He had employ d the little 
i: little Nephew Orſames having a great one of his own) 
hich, cho it was a vaſt Addition to my Fortune, was 


my Loſs in him who had beſtow'd it The Town grew 
teful to me in his Abſence, and I deſir d leave of my 
fother to retire and paſs ſame time in Arſaſuss Houſe: 
= willingly yielded: to it, and recommended the young 
Water of it to my Care, — When I came near that fine 
, methought it ſeem d ſtript of all thoſe Charms which 
a taken mine Eyes when firſt I went; Arſeſue being 
7 I more, the very Trees, and fine Parterre before the 
ee ſeem'd to bewail her Loſs, and: look d neglected 
Fforlorn. But at my Entrance every thing became 
adlul, by the Trouble and Confuſion I found the Fa- 
Py involy'd in ; which was occaſton d, as they preſently 
me, by the flight of Orſames's Governeſs, who had 
= , ol, Re TG 
THE hope of her Return, and fear of my Brother's 
err, had hinder'd em from acquainting him with fo 
ing 2 piece of News, contenting themſelves with 
king a diligent Search for her over all the Country. 
Accident renew id all my Gries, but thinking it 


per my Brother ſhould be acquainted with it, I dif- 
ede Meſſenger immediately, to whom this was as if 
bad died a fecond time. He made uſe of all his 


ewiſe ſo to my Grief, becauſe it prov d the Greatneſs | ; 


could we hear of any who had ſeen them. 1 


ing, News was brought of Ph:lintus's Death, Who wa 
| he went upon. I fell extremely ill, ſhe never quitted 
it was to her Care, tenderneſs, and the Charms of her 


the Eſtate left me by Philimzus, The agreeable PII. 
whoſe Merits you are not unacquainted with, ſince it 


_ Her Birth, in ſome ure, mitigated the Grief I had 
been plung'd in fince the Death of Philintus— 
Three Years thus paſs'd away, at the end of which 
Death depriv'd us alſo of my Brother; his laſt Re- 


- 


who ſhoulii bring any information of them: bat all En- 
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Intereſt at Court, and the Power his Poſt there gave him, 
and got ſevere Orders, which were ſpread: through all the 
Provinces againft any Perſons who ſhould conceal Or- 
ſames or Argina, (that was the name of his Governeſs 
and at the ſame time [promiſing a great Reward to thoſe 


quiries were in vain, they were gone - paſt reach, nor 


ABOUT. fix Months after this Misfortune, my 
Brother marry'd a young Lady of Quality, called Phil. 
mena, at firſt induc'd to it more by Ambition than Love; 
but the great Merits he found in her, | ſoon gain'd her his 
tendereſt Eſteem, and the Complaiſance ſhe ſhow'd in 
talking of Arſiſue with the higheſt Regard, and con- 
_ tinually wiſhing her Son might be found, that ſhe might 
be a Mother to him, won him ſo entirely, that in a little 
time he had no thought for 'any thing but her. She 
grew big with Child, and ſhe often ſaid ſhe wilh'd it 
might be a Daughter, who, if Or /ames was ever found, 
ſhou'd be his Wite She was ready to fall: in labour, 
when, to make me the moſt unhappy Woman breath- 


one of the firſt Commanders kill'd in the Expedition 


me night nor day, notwithſtanding her Condition ; and} 


Wit, that 1 was indebted for. my recovery.  Dorant::® 
took all the neceflary Precautions: to make ſure to me 


mena was ſoon after brought to bed of a Daughter, 


is no other than Julia; and tho' I am her Aunt, think 
it not a vain-glorious'Boaſt to ſay few are more amiable, i 
or have a Wit more juſtly deſerving Admiration,— 


veſt to us was, that we would not deſiſt from pur- 
ſuing, with the utmuſt Vigour, the Diſcovery 7 & 
„55 „ 
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| fr} 
ness Fate; he made me, in particular, promiſe 
„ ſpare nothing which might be conducive to that 
d, and, if found, to endeavour to unite him with Jun. 
I THIS Loss did not at all leſſen the Friendſnip be- 
een Philemena and me, and the little Iulia was the 
oval care of both till nine Years old; at that Ages. 
nens thought pr per to deprive . herſelf of the 
(ure of her Company, by putting her into a Nun» 
ry, to perfe& her in Education She continu'd* 
ere three Years, in which time ſhe improv'd ſo confi-- 
e: rably in Beauty and Underſtanding, that her Mother 
is oolv d to take her home again. = Several advan=. | 
in gious Matches for her: were offer'd us, but always flat- 
r.ng ourſelves that we ſhould* find O-/ames: again, we- 
ould not hearken to any propoſals: Fulia herfelf ex- 
esd fo great a repugnance to being marr; *d ſo young; 
at it made us the more reſolute in our Refufals. 
| Our Enquiries after Orſames were till carried 
a, without being able to learn any ching of him, or 
is Soverneſs, who we made no doubt was the ſole Au- 
or of his loſs, tho* for what reaſon we could not poſ- 
hy gueſ We had taken up ſome of her Rela». 
es, who notwithſtanding long Impriſonment and vari- 
Examinations, could" give us no light into any thing, 
thought ourſelves obliged to releaſe. —- . 


IN the mean time a Siſter of Orſames Father, wit 

om I was not in the leaſt acquainted, Arſeſue herſelf 
oving no Correſpondence with her, eommenc d a Law 
it with me for the Effects of Or/ames and his Mether,, 
Direction of which · was left me by my: Brother in 
Wi. This Lady whoſe name was Ar mira. 
= tended- that the Death of Or/ames- was ſuffeiently 
red by the length of Time he had been-loſt; and that 
Fate oaght to come to an only Son of bers. 
he Suit was long and vigorous; I. produc'd A 
ill, whereby ſite made my Brother Guardian to O. 
nes; and that of Dorantes, whereby he depoſited his 
fealth in my hands, expreſly forbiding me to. part 
ch it until there were certain Proofs of his Death: but 
Beould give none of 1 7 living, nor Armira. f 


1 * 
bis being dead, the Judges order'd that the Eſtate ſhould 

continue ten years longer in my hands, and if in that 
time Or/ames did not appear, I ſhould deliver it up to 
Arinomt the Son of Armira, and undoubted Heir to Or. 
| James's Father, if that young Gentleman were really 


_ " notiin being. 


"THIS Decree no way pleas d her, and her Rage 


was ſo violent, that ſhe fell mortally ill. Her Scn who 


| 


5 


is the other of the Gentlemen who accompany'd me 
| Hither, and is now with Jzlia, employ d all his 
_ Cares- in endeavouring to recover her, but to no pur- 
poſe. Preſs d by a remorſe. of. Conſcience, one day, 
as ſhe believ'd/ herſelf in the pangs of Death, ſhe} 
- confeſs'd to bim ſhe had been guilty of a Crime, | 
which could only be excusd by her to) great Af. 


Ffection for him; and then proceeded to ſurprize him; 
with telling, that it was ſhe who had ſtolen away O-- 
James, fayour'd in that Deſign by his Governeſs, to 
whom ſhe had given a conſiderable Sum of Money 
to trade with in the Iadies, where ſhe had ſent her, 
and had never heard from her ſince. 


T HIS Diſcourſe: made the generous and truly 
noble Soul of Arimont ſhudder with horror; but ſee | 
ing her in a Condition which would not permit him 
to reproach her, he contented himſelf with telling her, ke 


ee to: earich; himilf-with-the Wealth i 


of another, and that if Or/ames was net found, what 
be ſhould enjoy of his own would afford him but 
little ſatisfaction. To theſe words he join'd an In- 

treaty, that ſhe would declare what ſhe had done 


before me, as part of reparation for the Injury ſne ff 


| had done in commencing a Suit againſt me, which wa 
__ every way fo unjuſt, — It was with much ado 


ſhe was perſuaded to this, but the interceſſions of her 


heloved Son, join'd to what ſhe felt in a late Re- 


of her Crime, at laſt work'd the defir'd Effect, 
and Arimont immediately diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to 
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D* 1 to. come. 15 1 we] is 960 0 

I Time is to be loft; you aught to be inform'd from 
Mouth of à Secret, on aubich depends your Faſe, 
the Honour of Hime 15375 vighet Ambition is to 


t E an 
a Nr ts | 2 0 N | ARIMONT: 


Hi 4 


] receiv'd this ra 4 brunn N 4 Belifay 
e day before your Arrival at my Houſe, which was the 
aon I could not enjoy the Satisfaction of receiving you. 
c und Arimont Mother well enough in herSenſes to inform 
t thorowly of all the Particulars of the Crime ſhe had 
mitted to ſettle Arinont in the Poſſeſſions of her Cou- 
1 T eans'd her Confeſſion ' to be taken in Form by 
I Lawyer, and her Heart being eas'd of fo heavy 
I wat the dy'd with more Tranquility than ſhe had 


TH E Proceedings of Arinunt, in this Affair, a ap- 
r'd to me ſo perfectly generous and dif ntereſted, that 
. PK A Aﬀedion to him as tho' he had been 4 near Re- 
jon. I would not take my leave till I had engag'd his 
A mite to come and be with me as ſoon as he had paid 

= 1: Reſptets to his Mother's Memory ; which when 
gave me the performance of, I preſented. him to Phi. 

a2, who ha ky time before. retir'd herſelf to the 
nnery where Gs brought up, having truſted 
Whally to my Care and Tendemeh. She receiv'd 
5 with. the Ap Gor which his late Action merited, 
_, a well off beter d into à Friendſhip” with kim, 

E ich * has not onee gien us cauſe to. repent. Poſ- 

aof Ee rout: Conf 1121 the Effects of, Or/ames re- 
lin'd Þ ly in my H ands without any further Trou- 
2 cauy'd Letters to, be writ to the 1 1 
s neither Goyernor nor Commander of an 
* e of the Name of orſanti, A1 Be 
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his being dead, the Judges order'd that the Eſtate ſhould 
continue ten years longer in my hands, and if in that 


time Orſames did not appear, I ſhould deliver it up to 


Ari mont the Son of Armira, and undoubted Heir to Or- 


James's Father, if that young Gentleman were really 


not in being. 


THIS Decree no way pleas d her, and her Rage 


was fo violent, that ſhe fell mortally ill. Her Sen who 

is the other of the Gentlemen wh» accompany'd me 
Hither, and is now with Julia, employ'd all his 
Cares in endeavouring to recover her, but to no pur- 
| poſe. Preſs d by a remorſe of. Conſcience, one day, 
as ſhe believ'd herſelf in the pangs cf Death, ſhe 
confeſs'd to him ſhe had been guilty of a Crime, 
which could only be excus'd by her to) great Af- 


fection for him; and then proceeded to ſurprize him; 
with telling, that it was ſhe who had ſtolen away Or- 


ſames, favour'd in that Deſign by his Governeſs, to 
whom ſhe had given a conſiderable Sum of Money 


to trade with in the Indies, where ſhe had ſent her, 


and had never heard from her fince. | 

T HIS Diſcourſe made the generous and truly 
noble Soul of Arimont ſhudder with horror; but ſee- 
ing her in a Condition which would not permit him 


* to reproach her, he contented himſelf with telling her, he 


would never conſent to enrich himſelf with the Wealth 
of another, and that if Or/ames was not found, what 


he ſhould enjoy of his own would afford him but 


little fatisfation., To theſe words he join'd an In- 
treaty, that ſhe would declare what ſhe had done 
before me, as part of reparation for the Injury ſhe 
had done in commencing a Suit againſt me, which was 
every way ſo unjuſt. It was with much ado 
ſhe was perſuaded to this, but the. interceſſions of her 
heloved Son, join'd to what ſhe felt in a late Re- 


pentance of her Crime, at laſt work'd the deſir d Effect, 


and Arimont immediately difpatch'd a Meſſenger to 
we with a Letter, the Words were theſe: | 


— 
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Madam, 
DE pleard to come to Armira, who is dying, no 

) Time is to be loft; you ought to be inform'd from 
her Mouth of a Secret, on which depends your Faſe, 
and the Honour of him whoſe bigheſs Ambition is to 
merit your Efteem. Rr | 
4 | ARIMONT. 


* 


J receiy'd this Letter, dear Urania ( continu d Beliſa) 
the day before your Arrival at my Houſe, which was the 
reaſon I could not enjoy the Satisfaction of receiving you. 
I found Arimont's Mother well enough in herSenſes to inform 
me thorowly of all the Particulars of the Crime ſhe had 
committed to ſettle Arimont in the Poſſeſſions of her Cou- 
fin, J caus'd her Confeſſion to be taken in Form by 
a Lawyer, and her Heart being eas'd of fo heavy 
- * ſhe dy'd with more Tranquility than ſhe had 
iv'd. py „ 
THE Proceedings of Arimont, in this Affair, ap- 
dear'd to me ſo perfectly generous and diſintereſted, that 
took an Affection to him as tho' he had been a near Re- 
lation. I would not take my leave till I had engag' d his 
Promiſe to come and be. with me as ſoon as he had paid 
his laſt Reſpects to his Mother's Memory; which when 


he gave me the performance of, I preſented. him to Phi= 


lemena, who had ſome time before retir'd herſelf to the 
Nunnery where Falia was brought up, having truſted 
her whally to my Care and Tenderneſs. She receiv'd 
him with the Applauſe which his late Action merited, 
and, as well as I, .enter'd into a Friendſhip with him, 
which he has not once given us cauſe to repent. Poſ- 
ſeſs d of Armira's Confeſſion, the Effects of Or/ames re- 
main'd peaceably in my Hands without any further Trou- 
ble, We caus'd Letters to be writ to the Indies; there 
was neither Governor nor Commander of any Place that 
was nat inform'd of the N. * of Orſames, and Defcrip- 
N Mt 8 | fon 
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tion of his Governeſs. He muſt then have been about 
ſix:een Vears old. But all our Labours were 4. 1 
we could diſcover nothing; yet ſtill unweary'd With the 
Search, fix years fince have been ſpent in the ſame Un- 
certainty, till at laſt Fortune, or rather a peculiar Provi- 
| dence from Heaven, reftor'd him to us when we had 
almoſt bid adieu to Hope. + 
BUT, (continu'd Beliſa] the Night ſeems to be pret- 
ty far advanc'd, and as my Deſign in giving you this In- 
formation is rather to divert than fatigue, F think I had 
| beſt defer the remaining Part of the Story till To- mor- 
row. Urania ſeeing her riſe, did the ſame as well as 
the reſt of the Company. You leave off, Madam (ſaid. 
Thelamont) in a place that very much excites our Curio- 
ſity, and I read in the Eyes of the Ladies, that they 
would prefer the Pleaſure of hearing you to the Supper 
that ſtays for them; and the rather, 6 we make 
no queſtion but that we have with us · that Orſames ſa. 
dear to you. The inclination he has inſpired us with, 
makes us extremely deſirous of knowing his Ad- 
ventures. This is not the leaſt Effect of the good 
Influence of my Stars, (reply d Orſames] and they 
ſeem by degrees to lead me to a State of perfect Happi- 
neſs, as for me, ¶(ſaid Urania) I have too much Concern 
for every Thing that touches Beliſa and Julia, not to 
have fome for your Fate, if your own Appearance did 
not intereſt me yet farther ; and I own I am very much 
riev*d at the Interruption of a Diſcourſe in which I fore- 
ee you muſt of Neceflity be often mentioged. is true, 
 (cry'd Camilla) and it even makes me melancholy, who 
am by Nature the Reyerſe. Indeed [added Orophanes) 
we ought not to permit Beliſa to defer the reſt of that a- 
greeable Account the has to give us till To- morrow . 
and I think we give a ſufficient Proof of ſelf- Denial, i 
we conſent to ſup in our Impatience, without paſſing the 
whole Night in a State of Inquietude. I am of your 
Opinion (ſaid Florinda) and Beh/@ has put my Mind 
into ſo great an Agitation, that I think her obliged ta 
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: I 
fer d Beliſa) in contributing to your s, ſo you ſhall” 
. | 8 
A8 they walk'd during this Converſation, by the. 
Time it was ended, they were in the Hall, where they 
found Fulia and Arimont juſt going to ſend them Word. 
that Supper was ſerv'd in. They fat down to Table, 
and tho' the Entertainment was large enough to have. 
detain'd them ſome time longer, yet the impatience of 
hearing the Adventures of a Gentleman who appear'd ſo. 
amiable, made them quit it in haſte. Jalia being but. 
lately recover'd of a Hurt ſhe had receiv'd, and not hav- 
ing perfectly regain'd her ſtrength, deſir'd ſhe might re- 
tire. Orſames led her to the Apartment order'd for Beli. 
ſa, and as ſhe was not inclinable to go to bed, and that. 
Urania's Woman ſtay'd with her, he remain d there too,, 
not thinking his Preſence. neceſſary while Beliſa finiſh'd. 
the Hiſtory ſhe had. begun. In the mean time, the o- 
ther Gentleman and Ladies fat. attentively to hear it 5; 
which the agreeable. Be/j/a, . obliged them in, in the fol- 
lowing, Words. 0 ©. fn 


SPASPANFASFANFASFASFASPASFASPASFA 
þ e 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of O RSA 
aud |ULLA. „ 


Have already told you, (aid ſbt that fix Years: 
were paſt ſin ce the Death of Armira, without our” 
having been able to get any. Information of Orſame t. 
Philemena continu'd in her Retirement, having left her 
charming Daughter to my Care, who was ſtill uns: 


[ 36 ] 


willing to enter into any Engagement, and intereft- - 
ed herſelf as much as we could do in the Deſti- 


ny of Orſames, ——— It is certain ſhe. form'd to 
herſelf an Idea of him very like what he really is, and 
that was owing to a Picture of Arſeſne, whom he very 
much reſembles: - it was to no Purpoſe therefore 
that a Croud of Adorers were daily at my Houſe ; their 
Praiſes. were irkſome to her, their Preſence uneaſy, and 
me never reſted till ſhe prevail'd on me to rid her of 
their Perſecutions. Almoſt deſpairing of ever hear- 
ing of Or/ames, I would have infos'd other Thoughts, 
but ſhe ſeem'd bent to die a Virgin, if Fate deny d her 


the Felicity of becoming his Wife. — —So odd 


a Paſſion, and ſo firm a Conſtancy for a Man whom ſhe 


Had never ſeen, and who in all Probability ſhe would ne- 


ver ſee, fill'd me with various Conjectures: I communi- 
cated them to her Mother, who on that ſcore, and no o- 
ther, conſented to leave the Monaſtry. It is about a 
Fortnight ſince ſhe has been with me, and had ſhe not 
been prevented by a little Indiſpoſition, which had given 
| Herſelf the pleaſure of coming along with us. 
SHE diſcours'd her Daughter on that head I have 
been ſpeaking, but could get no other Anſwer from her, 
than that ſhe found ndt the leaſt Inclination to Marriage, 
unleſs ſhe could ſee a Man ſuch as ſhe imagin'd the Son 


of the charming Arſeſne muſt be. It was in vain that 


Philemena repreſented to her, that all Children were not 
like their Parents, and that if he were alive, and ſhould 


ever be known, which now was highly improbable, it 


was a thouſand to one if he reach d by many, degrees the 


Image ſhe had form d of him in her Mind ; ſhe ſtill con- 


tinu'd in her firſt Determination, to live and die as ſhe 
was. So ſtrange a Reſolution in a Creature ſo young, and 
of ſo compliable a Temper in other Affairs, made us 
Conſider it rather as an impulſe of Fate, than an Obſtinacy 
of Diſpoſition; therefore reſolved to preſs her no farther, 
but wait the Reſult. - Time, which they ſay un- 


ravels all, ſoon put a Period to our Wonder, tho in a 


which gave us freſh Occaſion for it. ES 
_—_— CC OV? 


— —— — 7 


© 2) 
. ABOUT ten Days ago, Julia attended by ſome 
of our women, happen'd to be taking the Air in a very 
pleaſant W. ood adjacent to my Houſe, where being fa- 
tigu'd either with the uncommon Heat of the Day, or 
weary'd with walking farther than ſhe was accuſtom'd, 
ſhe ſat down at the Foot of a Tree, and fell a ſleep. 
The Women retir'd to a little Diſtance, to have their 
Talk ; but near enough to hear and ſee, any thing that 
might happen. She had not ſlumberd long, when a 
Gentleman on Horſeback paſs'd through the ſame Wood; 
as the way he took led directly toward her, he could not 
avoid ſeeing her; and finding her what ſhe really is, he 
ſtopt, alighted off his Horſe, and was advancing near 
her, when her Women came up, and begg'd him not to 
wake their Miſtreſs The Cavalier told 'em that was not 
his intention, but that he was only deſirous of contem- 
plating near, what at a Diſtance he had been admiring. 
As he himſelf was of a Form to inſpire Admiration, and 
pronouncing theſe Words with a moſt becoming Grace- 
fulneſs, my Women ſmiled, and had not the Power of 
hindring him ſo innocent a Felicity as that which he re- 
uir'd: But finding in himſelf (as he has ſince confeſs'd) 
Emotions which might tranſport him beyond the bounds 
of Reaſon, he ſighing, ſnatch'd himſelf from the Place, 
and after having ask'd who ſhe was, faluted them, and 
thank'd them, he mounted his Horſe and retir d tho” 
ſlowly. My Women in the mean time wak'd Jalia, 
and beg'd her to return to the Caſtle, leſt this Adventure, 
which had hitherto diverted them, might be attended 
with far different Conſequences: They told her what 
had paſs d, and ſhow'd her the Cavalier, who every ſtep, 
turn'd back to obſerve her. She was very angry with 
her Attendants for not having wak'd her, and thought 
them as imprudent, as the . Paers Perfon appear'd to 
As ſhe walk'd homeward, ſhe found ſhe trod on 
ſdmething, and ordering it to be taken up, they perceiv'd 
it was a Pifture-Caſe enrich'd with Diamonds: Curioſi- 
bliging her to open it, ſhe found it gontain'd the Re- 


blance of a Man perfectly beautiful. My Servants, 


wha 
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who preſently imagin'd it. was his who had juſt parted 
from em, were as afliduous as Julia in viewiug it; 
when.ſhe, who was wholly loft in the pleaſing Contem: 


plation of Features which appeared ſo charming, was on 
a ſadden rouz'd from the delightful Dream ; ſhe felt her- 
ſelf ſtab'd in the Shoulder by ſomebody behind her, who 


at. the ſame time ſnatch'd away the Picture with the other 


hand- She gave a great Shriek, which was echo'd 
by all the Women at once; who notwithſtanding the 
Fright. they were in, obſerv'd that the blow had been 
given by a Negroe Woman, who fled with an incredible 
Swiftreſs. But as Julia bled. prodigiouſly, and was 
fainting away, ſome of em endeayour'd to bring her 
to herſelf, while others ran to the Caſtle for help. All 
this was accampany'd with ſuch piercing Cries, that 


they were heard by the Cavalier; who returning to the 


Place where he had left Julia, more haſtily. than he 


had gone from it, beheld her in all appearance giving up £ 
ng 


the Ghoſt, and. the Negroe Woman at a diſtance 

off. He heſitated not what was beſt for him to 
do, but clapping. Spurs to his Horſe, overtook her in 
a moment, and finding the Dagger ſtill bloody in her 


hand, together with the Picture, he made no queſtion of 
her Guilt ; but ſeizing her with a furious Graſp, dragg d 


her, ſtill galloping back ; He brought her to Julia, a - 
bout whom, by this time, we were all got. She was 
come to herſelf, and the Blood a little ſtanch'd by the 
Linnen which in that hurry my Women had tore to bind 


the Wound. The Cavalier: leap'd trembling from his | 


Horſe without letting go his Prey, and approaching us, 
Madam! {/aid be to Julia) this is the barbarous Wretch 
that has committed this execrable Action; ſhe belongs to 


me, and I give her up to you to ſuffer the moſt cruel 
Puniſhments ; but ſure I am, there are none yet invented 


ſeyere enough for the Foulneſs of her Crime. 


T H E Creature, as he was ſpeaking, endeavour'd to 
make her eſcape ; but was ſurrounded by our People, 


who ty'd her on the Unknown's Horſe : he being on 


his knees, imploring Falia not to impute the horrid 1 
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ſign of his Slave to his Commands or Aſſent. She look'd 
on him, as we were afterward inform'd; with all. the 
Attention imaginable, but anſwer'd not a Word: as for 
Philemena and myſelf we were in ſuch Affliction, that 
we ſcarce had the Power of obſerving him; but at length, 
his Griefs, and the ſubmiſſive Manner in which he ſpoke, 


obliging me to take notice of him, I was ſtruck at the 


prodigious Reſemblance I found between him and Ar/e/ae : 


His Youth, his Beauty, and the Gracefulnefs of his Ad- 


dreſs, even in that Hour of Horror, touch'd me to the 


Soul All the Charms of Ar ſeſne, and the Love 
the had for our Family, came freſh into. my Mind, and 


methought. it ſeem'd a kind of Sacrilege to the Memory 
of that dear Friend, not to pay reſpe& to what appear d 
to have ſo very much of her ————By what Misfortune 
is it, Sir, (/aid I) that ſuch. a Man as you ſhou'd have 
been brought to harbour ſuch a Wretch about you ? You 
ſee, Madam! {anfaver'd be) before you the moſt unfor- 
tunate Man. in the World : but this Place. and Exigence 
will not allow me to ſpeak what I wauld very fain inform 
vou; permit me to attend you home, and at preſent let us 
think of nothing but ſuccouring this: Adorable diſtreſs'd. 
IN ſpeaking this, he took Julia by one Arm, and 
Philemena being next her, tho? almoſt motianleſs thro? 
Grief and Aftoniſhment, did the fame by the other. In 
this melancholy Condition we got to the Caſtle, where 
we immediately put her to Bed ; and the Surgeons being 
ſent for, comforted us with the Hopes that her Wound 
was no otherwiſe dangerous, than thro the great Quanti- 
ty of Blood ſhe had loſt : They dreſs'd it, and order d ſhe 
ſhould be left to reſt. We put the Negroe Woman into a 
ſecure Apartment, and caus'd her to be ſtrictly watch'd, not 
being willing to deliver her into the Hands of Juſtice, till 


we had heard what the Unknown had to inform us of. 


Things being thus order d, Pbilemena and I led him into 
another Room; where we begg'd him to diſcover to us 
what he cou'd imagine the Motive to be, which had 
occaſion d this . which he did in theſe Words, 


utter'd in ſuch a manner, as muſt have melted a Heart 


 — 


the molt inſenſible. | 
x I wiſh 
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I wiſh Madam, (/aid he, addreſſing himſelf to Phi- 
lemena) that there were a poſſibility for you to look 
into my Soul; you would find it peirc'd with a Grief 


ſo poignant, as would even mollify yours, injur'd as it 
is, in the moſt ſenſible manner; and I believe you. 
will make no doubt of it, when you ſhall be inform'd 
of my Fate. I have been brought up from my ten- 


dereft Infancy in Mexico, my Mother's Name was 


Rofimunda, and mine Mefſares. Rofimunda never told 


me by what Accident ſhe came to ſettle at ſuch a Diſ- 


tance from this Place, which ſhe often ſaid was her na- 
tive Country; but however that was, ſhe was ſo very 
rich, that ſhe kept a Houſe which ſeem'd to be a ſecond 


Court, and yielded to none in Magnificence, except the 
Vice:oy's. She made her Viſits regularly to the Vice- 
Queen, who having a great regard for her, prevail'd on 
her Husband to take me under his Care; which he did 
with an unparallell'd Generoſity, giving me an Edu- 
cation befitting the Heir of an Empire. I made it my 
whole Endeavour to return the Goodneſs they ſhew'd 
me: My Heart and Sentiments were ſo well agreed with 
the Advancement I met with in the Palace, that I loſt 
great part of that Tenderneſs a Son ought to have for 
his Mother; and tho' mine expreſs'd a great Concern 


for my Intereſt, yet it was obſery'd that there was a 


Tincture of Coolneſs in our AﬀeQions, which ſeem'd to 
Z eee p e 
I «was ſcarce arriv'd at the Age of Nineteen, when 
the Viceroy gave me a very conſiderable Employment 
in the Army; his Friendſhip for me making him over- 


look my Vouth and Want of Experience: But my good 


Fortune was ſuch, that in three or four Campaigns I di- 
ſtinguiſh'd my ſelf fo as to deſerve his Eſteem, and en- 
tirely take away all fear of being blam'd by the King 
his Maſter, for repofing ſo much Confidence in a Perſon 
of my Age. I return'd to Mexico after four Years Ab- 
ence, to ſee Reſimunda, who was in a pretty advanc'd 
Age, and in a weak State of Health: I found with her, 
and very much in her Confidence, this Criminal Negros, 
* - Whoſe Name is Fatyma, Nothing could be well done in 


cc 


f. 
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the Houſe, if Fatyma had not the ordering of it; in 
fine, the Treatment ſhe found with her, was more like 

that one ſhould expect from 4 Siſter than a Miſtreſs. As 

for me, who ſeldom ſtirr'd from the Viceroy's Palace, 
and whom a Pride, which I knew no reaſon for, put 

above certain Attentions, I never troubled my ſelf about 

the Cauſes of ſo extraordinary a Friendſhip ; but yet 1 
took notice that wheneyer I went to viſit Ro/emunda, 

this Fatyma uſed me with a Tenderneſs which ex- 

ceeded Reſpect: This, for the preſent diverted me, 

and I return'd it with as much Gallantry, as ſuch 

an Obje& deſerv'd. 5 . 

T W O Years paſs'd on in this manner, when my 
Mother, who had long labour'd under many Diſtem- 
pers, dy'd, recomending Fatyma, to my Care, aſ- 
ſuring me ſhe very well merited all the Kindneſs I 
could ſhow her; and tho' ſhe was a Slave, had 
ſprung from a Family the moſt illuſtrious in her 
Country; and beſide all this, it was in her pow- 

er to be. neceſſary t> me in Affairs which yet I 
did not dream of. I had no difficulty to obey this: 
Injunction; Fatma expreſs'd on all Accounts ſo 

great Zeal for my Intereſts, that, whether I would 
or no, it attachd me to her. Some time after 
 Rofimunda's Death, a very advantagious Match was 
propos'd to me; but Ambition being then my dar- 
ling Paſſion, and looking on ſuch an Engagement 
as an Obſtacle to my Fo tune in the Army, I 
refus'd it: But one Day happening to talk to 
Fatyma about it, Alas! Sir, ( bedding Tears while 
ſhe ſpoke ) your Fate is not ſufficiently decided for 
you to take upon yu the Cares of a Husband and 
a Father —————but if there be a Woman capa- 
ble of meriting ſuch an Honour, it is only Fatyma 

| Gueſs, Ladies, ( continu'd he) the Aſto- 
niſhment I was in at theſe Words; I plainly: had 
ſeen that it was Lowe had occaſion'd the Regards 
ſhe had ſhown for me ; but I never could have 
believ'd it would have carry'd her to ſuch lengths,. 

| as 
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as to propoſe Marriage to me. I was not able im- 
mediately to make any Reply to what ſhe faid ; 


but I dcubt not but my Loc ks ſufficiently acquaint- 


ed her with my Di{dain of ſo impudent an Expec- 
tation — for, aſſuming an Air of Arrcgance, 


which before I had never ſeen her wear; You ſeem 
amaz'd, ( reſum foe ) but it is infinitely in my 


Power to make you ſo much more ; foraſmuch as 
you imagine yourſelf affronted by the Offer I have 


made ycu, know, that ſhe who wiſhes to be Mi- 


ſtreſs of your Heart, is already ſo of your Deſtiny. 

THIS laſt part of her Diſcourſe making me 
think her Brain a little touch'd, I began to pity 
her, and anſwering more ſeriouſly than elſe I would 
| have done; I am ſenſible of your Zeal to ſerve 
me, ( ſaid 1) and have all the Gratitude ima- 
ginable for it but, Fatyma, I would have 
you think within yourſelf how improbable it is we 
ſhould be made for one ancther; and that the Paſ- 
ſion you ſay you have for me, gives you no right 
to be the Diſpoſer of my Deſtiny. But yet I am 
ſo, ( interrupted foe fiercely ] your. Fate lies hid 
in Clouds. as dark as Night, or my own Viſage, 
reveal'd only to me, never to be expos'd to other 

Eyes, unleſs you yield to make me ſharer of it. 


fected —— for, to prove the Truth of what I have 


further to relate, thus much J will inform you, that 


Rofimunda was not your Mother—tut for the reſt—. 
If this be real, Ccryd I, frangely alarm'd) and there be 
more of Wonders in thy Meaning, as more there muſt 
be = there are Ways to force thee to relate it, if Per- 
ſuaſions fail Drive me not therefore to Extremes, 
( continu'd I, a little more calmly) but let that Tender- 
neſs which you pretend to have for me, prevail to eaſe 
the Doubts thy ſtrange Diſcourſe has rais d. By. Hea- 
ven, I never will, (reply'd fe reſolutely) your Threats 

more move my. Scorn than Terror; that Heart which 


| — Think not that L am mad, or that my 
Paſſion makes me utter Things impoflible- to be ef- 


has 
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has, like mine, endur'd the Pangs of hopeleſs Love, can 
fear no dther Racks— already torn by thy Diſdain and 
Cruelty, I look with Contempt on all the leſſer Tor- 
ments which Wheels and Whips have power to inflict; 
No, Sir, {added fe, after a little Pauſe) your 
Love's alone the Price can buy this Secret; all other 
Bribes are as much unworthy my Acceptance, as the 
Force you talk of is beneath my Conſideration. She 
quitted the Room in ſpeaking thefe Words, which were 
utter'd in an Accent ſo haughty and aſſur'd, as made 
me not doubt but ſhe had a Refolution equal to what 
ſhe pretended. *Tis impoſlible to tell you how I was 
embarraſs'd at this Accident: J found ſome ſhadow: of 
Truth in what ſhe told me, becauſe of the little Ten- 
derneſs I ever had for Rofimunda. But the Conditions 
Fatyma would impoſe on me, feem'd more grievous 
than the Obſcurity ſhe caſt on my Birth: Nevertheleſs, 
the Character of thoſe People, - To of their ow 
pers rendering them capable of every thing that's deſpe- 
rate, made — reſolve * —— — only by fair 
means. To that end therefore, after 'a little Confide- 
ration, I follow'd her into the Garden, where I per- 
ceiv'd, from the Window, ſhe was gone; and, ſubmit» 
ting my Temper as much as poſſible, ſaid all the oblig- 
ing Things E could invent, telling her, that as I had 
been inform'd by Rofimunda that ſhe was of a Rank 
ſuperior to what moſt People beliew'd her, how noble 
it would be to prove ſhe merited not the I- Fortune 
ſhe had met, and I was of a Diſpoſition as much averſe 
to any Thing which had an Air of Compulſion as ſhe 
could be: and fince I did not go about to uſe any ta 
her, entreated ſhe would not be leſs generous to me, 
but leave the Reward of that good Action ſhe told me 
was in her Power to do me, to my own Gratitude; 
which would certainly make me more at her Devotion 
than any Promiſe ſhe ſhould extort from me, could bind 

TO all this ſhe made me no Anſwer for ſome time, 
but, while I was ſpeaking, ſeem'd to regard —_— — 
| „ | — _ 
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fcornful Smile. Sir, ( ſaid She, at laft ) I know you 


think it an eaſy matter to deceive a Woman, eſpecially 
one that loves you; but thoſe of my Country and Com- 


plexion are more wary —— I ſtill inſiſt on the Condi- 
tions before - mention'd, which if you refuſe, the Secret 
ſhall die with me — 'tis at your Choice either with 
Fatyma to be prov'd the Son of one of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Families in the Kingdom which claims your Birth, 
and the undoubted Heir of vaſt Poſſeſſions; or, without 
her, to remain Meſares ſtill, ignorant of your Birth, and 


Matter only of a few Plantations ; which, tho enabling 
you to make a Figure here, is nothing in Competition 


with what is your Due elſewhere. She urg'd many more 


Reaſons to perſuade me how happy I might be in a 


Wife who lov'd with that Exceſs of Paſſion ſhe did : But 
her Arguments were of no more force with me, than 
mine with her ; and I was obliged to leave her in the 
fame Humour in which I had found her. . 
EIGHT, Days paſt away in this Perplexity, dur- 
ing which time I ſcarce ever ſlept or eat; what ſhe 
had told me, and which I queſtion'd not but ſhe had 
grounds for, run ſo much in my Head, that to have 
been aſcertain'd, 1 would have given any thing but 
what ſhe demanded. I have ſeveral Times offer'd to 
make over to her all the Eſtate left me by Nſimunda, 
and great part of that ſhe gave hope of here, if that 
might have purchas'd the Secret ; but in vain: ſhe was 
ſtill the ſame. At laſt, with a prodigious deal of Diffi- 


culty, I prevail'd on her to ſoften the matter ſo far, as 


inſtead of obliging my ſelf to marry her, I ſhould en- 
gage my ſelf to marry no other Woman, without ſhe 
her ſelf gave Conſent, and that ſhe ſhould always live 
with me, in what State ſoever I ſhould happen to be 
IT was certainly the Effect of a very great Paſſion, 
which made her ſatisfy d, fince ſhe could not perſuade me 
to- make her my Wife, that I ſhould not give to any 
other a Title which ſhe imagin'd ſo great a Bleſſing; and 
J for my part, was well enough contented to enter inte 
Obligations never to marry without her A x 
. | whic 
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which T well ſaw ſhe never would give to any one; be- 
cauſe at that time I thought I knew enough of my own 
Heart, not to be much afflicted if IJ never enter'd into that 
Condition. As ſoon as I had given her the neceſſary 
Aſſurances proper to ſecure the Performance of the Co- 
venant, as an Earneſt (aid ſbe] of what I can inform 
you, know, that the Name of Me/ares includes that of 
Or/ames, which is your true one; that Ro/imunda was 
in reality Argina; and that your Mother, who dy d 
when you were but two Years old, was call'd Arſe, 
ne Scarce had the Stranger pronounc'd theſe Words, 
when Philemena and I gave a Cry of Joy, which ſur- 
priz'd him no lefs than the Diſcourſe he lately related 
| he had had with Fatyma had done! but reftraining our 

felves as well as we were able, Go on, Sir, (aid Phile- 
mena) you are with People very much diſpos'd to ſerve 
you: She that you juſt now nam'd, has been ſo dear to 
us, that I doubt not but you will become infinitely ſo 
too. If fo, Madam, {anſwered he ) I ſhall have no far- 
ther reaſon to complain. Fatyma told me alſo, {conti- 
nued he) that ſhe had certain Proofs which might not 
appear conſiderable to me, but would be greatly ſo to 
thoſe to whom I belong'd : But to clear up this Matter 
thoroughly, we muſt quit Mexico, and come hither ; 
And to convince you perfectly, [added be) here is the 
Cap and Dreſs in which you was ſtole away; at the ſame 
time taking out of a little Trunk, of which ſhe was al · 
ways particularly careful, a Dreſs-and Cap ſuch as Chil- 
dren generally wear: You may judge ( /aid 2) that 
they who have loſt you, will eafily know this again. 
Supported by all theſ: Proofs, what 4rgina diſcovered to 
me cannot be ſuſpected, ſince I am of too diſtant a 
Country to have leatn'd your Fate from any other Per- 
ſons than thoſe concern'd in it. Your Name, your 
Mother's, and ſome particular Inſtances of the Affairs of 
your Family, with which by the ſame means I am ac- 
quainted, will be additional convincing Proofs. I had 
ſome farther talk with her, which helped to aſſure me, 
thay ver ſho fad yas cenain, Afr which, T yaie 
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ed bn the Yice-Rey, who was not the ſame Who educated 
and. preferr'd me; but who had as great a Regard for 
me; for you know, Ladies, that the Kings of Spain be- 
Row thoſe great Dignities only for three Years : my Pa- 
tron had, as a particular Favour, enjoy'd it fix, and when 
he quitted it, had recommended me ſo well, to his Suc- 
ceſſor, that I always found in him a readineſs to ſerve 
me. I acquainted him with part of what Fatyma had 
told me, and the Deſign I had of coming hither with 
her, to prove the Truth of what ſhe made me hope. 
He advis'd me to it, and gave me leave to make uſe of 
ſome Ships juft then ready to fail for Europe. 

I SETTLED my Affairs with all imaginable ex- 
pedition, and having placed truſty Perſons in my Houſe, 
and ſtock'd my ſelf with a pretty large Parcel of Mo- | 
ney and Jewels, embark'd with Fatyma, and her myſte- f 
rious Cabinet. The Winds favouring my Wiſhes, in f 
due time we arriv'd near Britany, where Fatyma told me t 
our Search was to begin; aſſuring me I had an Aunt 8 

named Armira, but that ſhe being my Enemy, it was J 
wholly improper I ſhould make my ſelf known to her, 1 

F; 
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till I had ſeen others of my Relations more inclined to 
ſerve me. I ſubmitted to her Directions, and after great 
Enquiries, we were inform'd that ſhe was dead, and that 
her only Son reſided in the Capital of this Province. Fa- | 
#yma told me *twould be of the utmoſt conſequence to go i 
thither, becauſe there were Perſons who would, by the T 
Proofs ſhe had to give, be obliged to own me. to 
STILL rul'd by her, we ſet out, but the Troubles m 
of my Mind, Change of Air, and Fatigues of my long Pe 
Voyage and Journey, threw me into a little ſort of a Fe- ſet 
ver: and I have been obliged to ſtay at a Village about he 
a Mile diſtant from this Caſtle. Growing ſomething, an 
better, the Pleaſure of this Wood invited me to partake 
of its refreſhments ; and paſſing through it, I was ſtruck % 
with the moſt amazing Sight of a beautiful Lady aſleep, pir 
at the foot of a Tree; my Eyes being perpetually fa- vin 
tigued with the Sight of Fatyma, I was glad to divert you 
the Idea of her by that charming Object fatally to Fat 


1 TR] 5 
my Repoſe, and her Safety, as it afterwards proved : 
I drew near, and was inform'd by ſome of her Women, 
that her Name was Julia, and that ſhe lived in this Ca- 
ſtle with her Mother and her Aunt. I figh'd with Grief 
at being oblig*d to leave her; and, remounting my 
Horſe, turn'd back full of Emotions, which befere were 
Strangers to me ; but tho' I was convinced it was the 
Sight of that divine Perfon which had occaſion'd em, I 
could not reſiſt the inexpreſſible Delight of looking on 
her ;*tho* my Horſe went forward, my Eyes were turn'd 
backward — I ſaw her riſe, before I was out of 
Sight; but ſhe walking this way, I loſt that Satisfaction; 
and I had nothing to conſole me, but the Hope that 
there was a Poſſibility I might ſome time or other re- 
new that Happineſs I was riding ſlowly on, when 
my Contemplations were diſturb'd by a ſudden and moſt 
terrible Cry, it ſeem'd of Women, which made me re- 
turn with all the Speed I could, believing I might be of 
Service: But, O God ! with what Words can I make 
you ſenſible of the Aſtoniſhment, the Horror, the Di- 
ſtraction which all at once invaded me, when I ſaw Fa- 
zyma flying along the Road with my Picture in one 
Hand, and a bloody Dagger in the other, and at the 
ſame Time beheld the beautiful F«/ia in the Condition 
75 found her? But what is impoſſible for me to expreſs, 
doubt not but your own Thoughts will eafily conceive. 
The preſumptuous Confeflion I make to you of my Love 
to Julia, which is as violent as it is ſudden, muſt needs 
make you judge the Deſpair of a Man, who ſees the 
Perſon he adores aſſaſſinated by the Woman why is poſ- 
ſeſs'd of the Secret of his Life, and convines you that 
he can have but little regret at dying, after ſ@ unhappy 
an Accident. | | 
HEAVEN (/aid Philemena, ſeeing he had Hone 
ſpeaking ) conducts its Favourites by ſecret Ways to Hap- 
pineſs : and you may expect every thing from that in- 
vincible Hand, that has. contrary 'to your Hopes, led 
you to the only Place where you can be inform'd of your 
Fate, Yes, doubtleſs, (added I) and I make no queſti- 


— 


n 
on but you are that Or ſames, whoſe Loſs has coſt us ſo 
many Tears. If we ſeek further Proofs, tis rather to 
aſſure you of what you are, than from any Diſtruſt of 
ours. Fatyma is too neceſſary a Perſon to loſe, and if 
Julia is in no danger, we will endeavour. by gentle Me- 
thods io inform our ſelves. In the mean time, look on 

this Houſe as your own; if you are Orſames, as tis 
ſcarce probable you ſhould be any other, you 1! here find 
your Relations, Friends, and the Perſons who oug::i to 
be deareſt to you. | 3 
HE ſeem'd very much aſtoniſf'd at this D ſc9urſe 
from me; but his Surprize hindred him not from an- 
ſwering it in the moſt obliging and reſpectful Manner; 
aſſuring us, that he ſubmitted himſelf entirely to us. He 
put us in mind that we ſhould ſend to his Lodging for 
the Cabinet; we deſired he would fetch it himſelf, mak - 
ing no Scruple of giving him that Mark of our Confi- 
dence; for it was already evident enough to us, that he 
was really Or ſames. 2 . 
He immediately took Horſe, and during his Abſence 
we went into Jutias Chamber, whom we found in a 
violent Fever, which gave us great Uneafineſs : I left 
Philemena with her, and went to Fatyma, whom TI 
found ſo loſt in Thought, that ſhe ſaw me not till I had 
been a conſiderable Time in the Room, and had ſeated 
my ſelf in a Chair directly oppoſite to that ſhe was in; 
but having at length perceived me, ſhe aroſe, and look- 
ing on me with a reſolute Countenance Madam, 
(/aid foe) I am prepared to meet the worſt you can in- 
_ AiQ; if you are come to give me notice of my Death, 
be aſſur'd I dread it not. If you have no regard for 
your own Life, (anfver'd_ IJ) tremble for that of your 
Lover. Meſares's Head ſhall pay the Forfeit of your 
Crime. Meſares (interrupted ſhe) is innocent; and 
ſhould your Vengeance fall on him, Juſtice would bluſh 
to have her ſacred Name profan'd in ſuch an Act of 
1 But there's no need (contiu d fe) to loſe 
my Fears for him; tis eaſy for me to arreſt the Blow, 


tho' the up- lifted Ax was ready to deſcend with utmoſt 


fury on him. What mean you? (cry d I, affecting a 


[49] 


Surprize. F I mean ( e Ge) to intereſt you in his 


Fate, by means you are yet far from imagining; but you 
muſt permit me to ſee him firſt, and ſpeak to him with- 


out Witneſſes; and in return for that Favour, I ſwear 
by all Things holy, to inform you of a Secret which ve- 


ry much imports you to be acquainted with. You ſhall 
have your Defire, ¶ſaid 7) but to promiſe me that you 
will make no Attempt on your own Life. She vow'd 


ſhe would not, and I left her to go and give an Account 
to Philemena of our Converſation, who was prodigiouſly 
pleasd with the Trick I had frighted her with. . | 


As we were diſcourſing on this wonderful Effect of 


Providence, Orſanes retutn'd with the Cabinet but the 


Key being in Fahhma's Poſſeſſion, we would not break it 


open, for fear of irritating her, and preventing her from 
diſcovering what we wiſh'd to learn. We thought proper 
to defer till the next Day the bringing Orſames to her pre- 


ſence, and in the mean time found ſo many Charms in 


his Converſation, that we thought we cou'd not ſuffici- 


ently admire him. We ſhow'd him the Picture of Ar- 


/eſne, and he aſſur'd us he felt more ſoft Emotions at the 


Sight of that, than ever he did at all the Tenderneſs 


that Rofimunda had expreſs'd for him. X DE 
WE paſs'd the reſt of the Day in telling him the Par- 
ticulars of the Life and Death of that amiable Lady; 


but without letting him into any of them, which we 


imagined were known to Fatyma. He appear d very 
much touch'd at the Account we gave him, and the 


Power of Blood ſeem'd to manifeſt it ſelf in him every 


Time we pronounc'd the Name of Arſaſne. 


- 7 7 


AFTER ſuch like Diſcourſes, we again went to ſee 


Julia, "whom we found ſomewhat better, but very weak 
and faint. Orſames begg'd leave to watch with her 
Women, never thinking her living but when he ſaw. her. 
We would not ſuffer tht, but to ſatisfy him, gave him 
a Room ſo near hers, that he cou'd every Moment hear 
News from her. The Night being pretty much ad- 
vanCd, we forc'd him to retire ; it was very late when 
Philemena and I went to Bed, but we had the Satisfacti- 
Vor. I. | „„ on 
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on of leaving Julia entirely free from her Fever, which 
gave us ſome Hours of undiſturb'd Repoſe. Es 

THE next Day, as ſoon as Or/ames thoug ht it a pro- 
per Time, he begg'd Leave to ſee us, and being enter'd 
into Philemena's Apartment, Madam, (/aid_he ia ber). I 
come to entreat your Permiſſion for my Interview with 
Fatma cannot bear living in _this-Uncertain- 
ty ; the Favours you ſhow me are too precious to be, 
thrown away I dread my not being that Or/a- 
mes you ſo much wiſh to find, and of conſequence not 
deſerving of them. I aſſure yau, Sir, (rep Phile- 
mena, auth an. obliging Smile] ſhould you not be the 
Perſon we believe you are, we, ſhall not however ceaſe. 
from having a, very great Eſteem for you. 3; and it would 
be more our loſs than yours, to find ſuch . unequall'd 
Perfections are not tlie Portion, of him to, whom we 
have determin'd to give Julia. He ſigh'd at thoſe 
Words, which gave her Occaſion to proceed. I have 
hitherto (added he) heard nothing but what ſerves to 
perſuade us you are really that Or/ames we wiſh to 
proye you: And here is Beliſa, wha is more convinc'd 
of it than I am, Therefore, dear Siſter, (par/u'd He 
ſatisfy his Impatience, carry him to Fafyma, and bring 
Matters to a Concluſion, for our common Good, 

I took too much Intereſt in ſuch a Deciſion not to 
comply; ſo taking him by the Hand, I led him to the 
Chamber where Fatyma was ſecur'd. She was in Bed 
when, we came, and the Women I had left with her 

told us, ſhe had not clos'd her Eyes the whole Night, 
but had ſpent it in continual Agitations. They told her 
Maſares was come, ſhe beg 1 to draw near — 
]. ask Pardon, Madam, (aid pe to me) for receiving 
you in this manner; but the Reſolution. I have taken, 
and which after I have ſpoken to Meſares you ſhall be 
inform'd of, will, I hope, plead my Excuſe. I an- 
ſwer'd her with as much Gentleneſs as ſuch a Diſcourſe 
* requir'd ; and having told her ſhe was free to entertain 

him, I left them, ordering my Woman to keep at 2 
Diſtance. I was no ſooner gone, but cauſing. him got 
: | | ; down 
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| down on the Bed-ſide, Well, Sir, ald be) was it not 


enough for the unhappy Fatyma, that ſhe cou'd not in- 
ſpire you with Love, but ſhe muſt alfo incur your Ha- 
tred? Tis my Affection for you that has made me puilty, 

and the Motive, methinks, might induce yon to pardon 
the Effect. Love is not now the Queſtion, (an/ever'd he, 
ſomewhat ſuddenty) you have committed a moſt detefta- 

ble Action; you have brought Afiiftion, and perhaps 
Death, into a worthy and innocent Family: But, Fary- 


ma, a Pardon for all theſe Misfortunes is in your Hands, 


in diſcovering immediately what you know of my 
Birth. I ſee plainly, (/ai4'/e) the Action Which my 
jealous Paſſion for you has influenc'd me to commit, will 
be. a Pretence for you, out of your growing Love to Ju- 
lia, to break thro' the ſolemn Promiſe you made me ne- 
ver to marry without my Approbation Tis ſtill 
in my Power, (aud /:) even tho to purchaſe my 


Pardon I reveal all that I know of you, to keep you 


ſtill unhappy, by never giving that Conſent, without 
which I know your Honour will not permit you to gra- 
tify your Paſſion But you ſhall' find that I deſpiſe 


all that muſt happen from Compulſion ; you were born 


to compleat y Misfortunes, I to deliver you from yours : 
Therefore remember, that if my Paſſion. has been the 
Cauſe of .ſome little Uneaſineſs to you, it is now going 
to eſtabliſh your Happineſs for ever. But now (con- 
tinu'd je) let Philemena and Beliſa come in; for I will 


further explain my ſelf only before them; and let the 


Cabinet which I have been entruſted with be brought. 
ORSAMES call'd immediately to ſome of my Wo- 
men to fetch us: the Vivacity with which he did it, 
made the unhappy Fatyma ſigh 3 but the Reſolution ſhe' 
had taken, prevented her from giving any farther looſe 
to the inward Perturbations of her Soul. When we 
were come into the Room, and had ſeated our ſelves, be- 
ginning thus ——Tis to you, Madam, (/aid /oe, addre/- 
ing her ſelf to me) that I owe an Account of this Gen- 
tleman's Fortune, therefore ſhall declare to you that he 
is Son to Ar/z/ne, and his Name Or/ames ; his — 
ED 5 C 2 neſs 


neſs Argina, who paſs'd for his Mother under the Name 
of Rofimunda, was never wanting in her Affection to 
him, in any particular, except in taking him from his 
Family——— and happening to be agreeable to one of 
the richeſt Merchants in Mexico, he married her, died 
in a ſhort Time after, and left her in Poſſeſſion of all his 
Wealth, which ſhe neyer ſpar'd laying out for the Ser- 
vice of young Or/ames ; for when this happen d, be was 
but a Child, By a moft unhappy Turn of Fortune, I 
was þrough# to Mexico, and preſented to Rofimunda in 
no other Quality than a Slave; but finding, as ſhe was 
pleas'd IT me, ſomething that appear'd far different 
from the Jation I was in; ſhe made of me a Friend in- 
ſtead of a Servant: I had ſo great a Share of her. Con- 
fidence, that ſhe inform'd me, while her Eyes ſtream'd 
with 1epentant Tears, of every Thing that Armira, Si- 
ſter-in-Law to Ar/e/ne, had done tgy, prevail on her to 
carry him away, that his Eſtate might come to her own 
Son, whoſe Name, I thnk, is Arimont.— She told 
me alſo, that your Brother Dorantes was Guardian to 
Or/ames, and that you was to have been married to Phi- 
lintus, Brother to Ar/z/ne, and not long before her 
Death put into my Hands this Cabinet in which were 
the Clothes and Cap Or/ames had on, when he was ta- 
ken from his Mother's Houſe. The ſecret Paſſion I had 
for Orſames, made me remember every particular of 
what ſhe told me: I conſtrain'd my ſelf, however to 
conceal what I felt from her, or him who had occaſion'd 
it, while ſhe lived; but after her Death, knowing my 
ſelf the only ſurviving Miſtreſs of his Fate, 1 muſt confeſs 
L entertain'd the moſt preſumptuous Hopes, and accord- 
ingly ſpoke to him. | | 5 3 
YOU may ſpare your ſelf the pains of relating all 
that paſs d between us in Mexico, (cry'4 Orſames) it be- 
ing nothing material to the Buſineſs which is requir'd of 
you, and to come to that Part of it which more near- 
ly will concern the Company. | 


I doubt 


. 

I doubt not (reſumed Fatyma) but my paſſion is ſo 
very odious to you, that you cannot well endure the 
repetition. of it ; but, Sir ! you ſhall ſoon, very ſoon be 
eas'd. of it, and the Owner alſo. A great Sigh ſuc- 
ceeded theſe Words, but ſummoning all her Courage, 
I will only then {continued foe) add, that Orſames re- 
ceiv'd my Declaration of Love with that Contempt, 
which his Diſlike of me made him think it deſery'd ; 
but the curioſity of knowing his Birth, at length pre- 
vail'd on him to bind himſelf never to marry without 


my Leave and Approbation; which, ſince I could obtain 


no more, gave me ſome Satisfaction to think *twas in 


my power to prevent any of my Sex, who ſhould happen 


to be more agreeable in his Eyes, from enjoying a Hap- 
ineſs which was deny'd to me. He ſubmitting him- 
ſelf to my Conduct, we embark'd with the firſt Ship, 
and in due time landed here in Britanny: As Argina 


had inform'd me that Armira was of that Province, I. 


ſecretly enquired into her Affa rs, and was told of the 


Law-Suit ſhe had with you, of her Death, and of the 


Confeſſion ſhe had made to you. I heard too, that Do- 
rantes had been married, and had a Daughter by his 
Lad y, ſince the Loſs of Orſames; that ſhe was otdain'd 
to be his Bride, if ever he retuim'd ; that you, Madam, 
by the laſt Will of that dear Brother, was left Guardia- 
neſs of all the Effects which had been in the poſſeſſion 
of Arſeſne, till News ſhould b2 heard of her Son. All 


theſe particulars, which Rofimunda could not poſſibly 


know, (as being at too great a Diſtance, and ſome of 
them happening aſter her Deceaſe) I learn'd from the 
People of this Country ; and judging you the Perſon 


moſt proper to be firſt acquainted with Or/ames, we 


directed our Journey hither, though without letting him 
know to whom we were coming. We ſtopt with- 
in a Mile of your Caſtle, being defirous of informing 
myſelf if you were here, before I told him any thing of 
you— I ſoon heard you were, and that your Niece alſo, 


the too beautiful Fu/ia, was with you. I preſently knew _ | 
it was the ſame ordain'd to be Or/ames' Wife whenever 


he was found, and was alarm'd with moſt terrible Ap- 
= | prehen- 
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[ 54 ] 3 
prehenſions; but the Vow T had extorted from him, 
enabled me to ſuſtain em. Indulging my melancholy 
Thoughts one Day in the adjoming Wood, I ſaw you 
there with the fatal Julia: I ſoon gueſs'd who you 
were, and reſolving to be certain, followed at a diſtance, 
till I ſaw you enter the Caſtle. I returned home full of 
Rage, Jealouſy, and Deſpair; the Charms of Julia, 
which I had been now an Eye-witneſs of, made me 
reſolve never to truſt Orſames with her fight, not 
doubting but he would break through all vows, all ob- 
ligations, rather than render himſelf miſerable, by re- 
faſing the Blefling ordained for him by her Father, I 
pretended to be out of humour, that I could hear no- 
thing of thoſe perſons Reſimunda had told me of 
that I believed ſhe had deceived me with a fictitious tale, 
and that I would have him think of returning to Mexi- 
eo ; for it would be but loſt Time to tarry here. But 
his Stars, ſtronger than my reaſons, provided him with 
Arguments for ſtaying. I could by no means prevail 
with him to quit this place, which he would often ſay 
ſeem'd natural to him. He ſpent moſt of his days in 
riding up and down the Country, taking a vaſt pleaſure 
in viewing the many beautiful Seats which are here- 
abouts. I never ſuffer'd him to go alone, ftill following, 
though unknown to him, his ſteps. | 

SOM E days ago I loſt his Picture in the Wood; I 
never told him of it till yeſterday, when happening to 
be ſeen by him, I made the ſearch of that my pretence 
ſor coming aſter him: finding he took the Road in the 
middle of the wood, I ſtruck into the thickeſt part of it, 
where 1 could, without being diſtinguiſhed by him, ob- 
ſerve all his motions; and when I faw him alight, I 

drew a little nearer, and diſcovered Julia and her Wo- 
men I faw every agitation of his Soul while look- 
ing on her, -and read my misfortune in his countenance. 
It was with the utmoſt difficulty I reſtrained my 
ſelf from flying out, and diſturbing the pleaſure he took 
in contemplating her; and J believe ſhould not have had 
the power to have done ſo long, but that when my im- 
patience was at the utmoſt height, I ſaw him —_— 

OY | lan 
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and again parſde his Way: I was going to leave te 
place, when I perceived his picture in the hands of 


Julia. I preſently imagined he had given it her, and 
that this was not the firſt time they had ſeen each other. 
This ſuggeſtion robbed me of all that was conſidera- 
tive —1 was no longer Miſtreſs of my deſpair - 
the worſt of Furies had the entire poſſeſſion of my breaſt. 


I drew my Dagger, ftew like lightning to her, 


and——— Madam, you know the reſt, 'and may ſpare 
me the repetition of a crime, which there is no way 
to expiate but this —— this is the only means to ab- 
ſolve Or ſames of his Vow, and purchaſe pardon for the 
unhappy Fatyma. In ſpeaking theſe words, ſhe drew 
a. little ponyard, which ſhe had concealed in the Bed, 
and ſtruck it into her Breaſt with ſo much fatal ſpeed, 
that none of us were quick enough to avert the blow — 
The concern for what ſhe had done, ſuſpended our ac- 
knowledgments of the pleaſure we found in being con. 
vinced Orſames was the perſon we ſo much withed to 
find him. A ſurgeon being in the houſe to attend Ju- 
lia, we immediately called for him, but he gave us but 
little hope of recovering her. At firſt ſne ſtrongly op- 
poſed the dreſſing her Wound; but Orſames, who was 
touched to the ſoul at the effect of her deſpair, intreat- 
ed her to live with ſo tender, an earneſtneſs, that ſhe at 
laſt confented to have the means applied. I ought not 
indeed, /aid ſbe, to have diſturbed the tranſports of 
this happy day, I ſhould have joined their hands, 
whoſe hearts I ſee already are cemented — pardon my 
ſtubborn ſoul.-=.--She fainted away with theſe words, 
but ſoon recovering enough to ſpeak ; Madam, ſaid ſhe 


te ne, | had forgot one material evidence of Or/ames 


Birth, that Cabinet contains the Dreſs and Cap which 
he had on, when ſtole away, I beg it may be opened: 
Argina having told me you made a preſent of it to Ar- 
ſeſne, when ſhe was going to be married to your Bro- 


ther, you doubtleſs will remember it. She gave the 


Key to one of my Women, as ſoon as ſhe had 
done ſpeaking, who bringing it to me open, I found, 


as ſhe faid, the very Clothes and Cap I had given 


C 4 him; 
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[3 
him; the latter having been embroider'd and enrich'd 
with Pearls by my own Hands, I very well knew again. 
 PHILEMENA and myſelf embraced him tenderly ; 
ſhe defir'd him to look on her as his Mother, affuring 
him that ſhe with pleaſure ſaw his Inclinations — 

with the dy ing Requeſt of Dorantes. : 
ORSAMES could not contain the exceſſive Joy he 
felt at theſe Words: | it broke out in the moſt rapturous 
Expreſſions; and Fatyma, who had not the leſs Paſſion 
for having ſo much Reſolution, not able to ſuſtain the 
violent Emotions which all at once invaded her, fell a 
ſecond time into a Swoon. Or/ames, who too late per- 
ceiv'd what he had done, aſſiſted us in bringing her to 
herſelf, which as ſoon as ſhe was, with a Voice and 
Countenance which plainly told us Death was not far off, 
II find (/ai4 foe ro Orſames) my lateſt Moments are 
at hand— the Shocks I feel bring em on more ſwiftly 
than my Wound would do; I have but one-Requeſt to 
make perform it, I beſeech you, not to marry Ju- 
lia till Tam laid in Earth, and when you have a leiſure 
Hour, read o'er a paper which you will find in that Ca- 
binet ; it may give you ſome Conſolation to diſcover, 
that the Woman who thought the Loſs of Life nothing 
in competition with that of -you, was of a Rank whoſe 
Love was not a Diſgrace, tho' it has been a Trouble to 
ou. She was oblig' d to pauſe for Breath a while 
as the ſpoke this, then ftraining herſelf beyond her 
Strength, ſhe exhauſted her whole Stock in wiſhing him 
eternal Happineſs with Julia (aid foe) ——She could 
ſpeak no more, but ſinking ſoftly down in the Bed, 
yielded to Fate a Life which had been full of Sorrows. 
There appear'd in her, notwithſtanding thoſe Faults 
which raging Love and Jealouſy had occaſion'd, a Great- 
neſs of Soul in her Behaviour, which methought look d 
lovely neither Philemena nor myſelf could refrain 
from Tears, and Or/ames ſeem'd overwhelm'd in gene- 
rous concern. The Sight of his Grief obliged us to 
rouae from ours much ſooner than perhaps we ſhould 
elſe have done, and taking him by the Hand, Come, Sir, 
{ aid I] permit us to lead you from the View of this 
| | irre- 
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| irremediable Misfortune, to afford Julia the Satisfaction 


of partaking in the Joy we have to find you are the 
The Name of 


Perſon Heaven has allotted for her. : 
Julia had the Effect I wiſſd his Eyes recover'd thęir 
Vivacity, and his Cheeks their Freſhneſs At our 
entring her Apartment, we were told ſhe was entirely 
out of danger; we told her the whole Story, and Phila- 
mena preſented Or/ames to her as a Man who was to 
be her Husband, which ſhe ſeem'd to obey with Plea- 
ſure. The Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition made her 
extremely concern'd at the fad Effects of Fatyma's De- 
ſpair; and hearing us make mention of that Paper ſhe 
had deſir'd Or/ames to read, begg'd we might ſatisfy 


her Curioſity and our own at the ſame time, by exa- _ 


mining the Contents of it-in her Chamber : We all a- 


greed to it; I ſent for the Cabinet, and finding a Scroll 


of Paper carefully ſealed, made no doubt but it was that, 


and gave it to Or /ames to break open, which he did, and 


found written on the top, The Misfortunes of Fatyma. 
BUT ( continu'd Beliſa, looking on ber Watch) I am 

afraid it will be breaking too far into the Hours allow'd 

us for Repoſe, to enter into this Hiſtory to-night ; be- 


. tides, if you are not tired with what 1 have already re- 


| lated, the Remainder will ſerve for a part of your En- 
tertainment to-morrow, ——— Tho? all the Company 
were prodigiouſly charm'd both with the Hiſtory, and 
her Manner of telling it, and had a kind of impatient 
Curioſity to know the concluſion, yet believing it would 


be too great a Fatigue to her at that Time, agreed to 


defer it till the Morning. They waited on her to her 
Apartment, where they found Falia and Or/ames. Thes 
lama:t again embrac'd him, and congratulated him on 
the Happineſs he was going to enjoy— all the amiable 
Sociery took part in their Deſtiny, and complimented 
them on ĩt | | 

Sweets of that Repoſe, which never can be ſought in 
vain by thoſe whoſe Sentiments are noble, and whole 
Aim is Honour. E | wy 
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SECOND DAY. 
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k Queen of Night, uneaſy that Her- 
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pPobeus ſheltered under the Umbrage of 
Fe her Charms, ſhould ſo long detain, 
bound in his ſilken Fetters, Perſons, 
the. leaſt Moment of whoſe Lives loſt 
was an irreparable Injury to the World; 
with Vigour laſhed her fable Steeds to make way for 
the Approach of Day ; who ruſhing on the drouzy 
god, drove him reluctant to his dreary Cave, and opened 
thoſe Eyes, that, in return, made him more reſplendent 
with their luſtre. - 

T H E Hour for the Ladies to riſe in being come, 
informed Urania that ſhe might ſee Beliſa: She paſs'd 
into her Apartment with Felicia, and having renewed 
their mutual proteſtations of the ſincere Friendſhip they 
had for each other,, ſhe reminded her of the Impatience 
which, by her own, ſhe imagined her agreeable Compa- 


ny were in to know the Adventures of Tama; which 


that obliging Lady being willing to gratify, accompanied 
her with Julia and Felici : into the Hall, where they 
fund all the other Gueſts already up, and waiting their 
Approach. The uſual Civilities of the Bonjour being 


over, -Beliſataking a Paper out of her Pocket, * 
5 | e 


* 
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ed the intreaties they were about to make her, by telling 
them, ſhe thought it now a fit Opportunity to let em 
know that part of Fatyma's Misfortunes, which they 
were yet unacquainted with: I have here, ſaid foe, 
that account of her Life which was written with her own 
hand, and at her Death communicated to Orſame: — 
it is this. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſne opened it, and 
read as follows. 7 e 
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The Secret Hiflory and. Misfortunes of 


FATYMA. 


HU WAS. born in Fez, one of thoſe few. Kingdoms 
who have maintained their Liberty from being in- 
ſlaved by the over-powering Pride of Europe. My Fa- 
ther was Brother and preſumptive Heir of the Crown, for 
the then reigning Monarch was without Children, and 
of an Age when none could be expected — They lived to- 
gether in a perfect Amity, and free from all thoſe Jea- 
louſies and Fears which too often are the portion of the 
Great. — My Father and my Uncle being ſuch as J have 
deſcribed em, tis not to be doubted but that I was bred 
up in the higheſt expectations. Our Palace was conti- 
nually crowded with Ambaſſadors from foreign Courts, 
whoſe Princes ſought the Alliance of our Family; but 
a fatal inſenſibility prevented me from being pleaſed 
with any of the Offers made me; and I was too great 
a Favourite to have my inclinations forced. In the 
midſt of Royal Sollicitations, there was a Stateſman, 
no otherwiſe ennobled than by the Favours the King had 
undeſervedly conferred on him, had the Arrogance tp 
hope that from me, which I had refuſed to ſo many 
Sovereign Princes! preſuming, that the ſame —_— 
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which had procured his Advancement in Fortune, would 
alſo prevail on me. „„ 

THIS Tamaæxo (for that was his Name) had the Ar- 
rogance to tell me, that if I would confent to marry 
him privately, he would eaſily find Means to oblige my 
Father and the King to approve my Choice; but when 
I reſented, as I ought, his Boldneſs, with the true Art 
of a Politician he vary'd the Meaning of his Words in 
ſuch a Manner, as I ſcarce knew what to make of them, 
and ſhould have been greatly puzzled to have repreſent- 
ed the Senſe of what he faid, if I had had a Mind to 
it. It was however the Influence of my ill Stars which 
prevented me from complaining of his preſumption, 
which had I done in time, it might have deprived him 
of that Share he had of the King's Confidence, and 


conſequently ſav d us all from the Miſeries we have been 


ſince involv'd in. 5 | 

THAT Monſter, ſtill burning in a hopeleſs Paſſion 
for me, took Meaſures for the Gratification of it, ſuch 
as perhaps no Age yet ever parallel'd: By the moſt un- 
ſuſpected Inſinuations that Hell e' er taught, he infus'd 
a mutual Jealouſy between my Father and his Royal 
Brother: and in a ſhort time contriv'd it ſo, that they, 
before the deareſt and moſt cordial Friends on Earth, 
grew the moſt inveterate Enemies. He perſuaded the 
eaſy Nature of the credulous King, that my Father, im- 
patient of Sovereignty, and growing uneaſy in a long 
Expectance, reſolvd to mount the Throne by Force. 
'To my Father he alledged, that the King, inſtigated 
by ſome falſe Friends, was made to believe he harbour'd 
treacherous Deſigns againſt him, which he reſolv'd to 


circumvent, by having him privately deſtroy d. To a- 


void which, he diſſuaded him from coming to Court, 
always to keep a Guard about his Perſon, and a thou- 


ſand other ſuch like things, which were ſufficient to 
confirm the other in the Truth of all he had ſuggeſted. 


He brought it to that. Height, that at length the King 
gave Orders for his Impriſonment, hoping thereby to 
tame an Ambition, which he would rather have ad- 


moniſh'd than chaſtis'd : But before the Officers, _ 


py 
[ 
/ 
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had the Command of ſeizing my Father, could reach 


our Palace, Yamaxo came, and with well-counterfeited 
Zeal and Friendſhip, gave notice of the Danger, and 
adyis'd him to make his Eſcape. He did—and making 
no Scruple of revealing to ſuch a Friend as he believed 
Yamaxo, where he defign'd to retire, by Letters they 
began a Conſpiracy, in which were afterwards a great 


Number of the Nobility engaged. Every thing being 


ripe for Execution, my Father now led indeed an Army 
into the Field, tho' not as that deteſted Villain gave it 
out, to dethrone his Brother, but to vindicate himſelf, 
and oblige him to reſtore him to thoſe Poſſeſſions which 
his Flight had forfeited, - 5 5 

THE King ſoon rais'd Forces to oppoſe him ; Ya- 
maxo was made the General, which gave him an Op- 


portunity of ſometimes favouring one Party, ſometimes 


another, to keep the Event of War doubtful on both 


Sides ; while ftill continuing to incenſe each other by pri- - 


vate Inſinuations, prevented either from liſtening to any 
Terms of Accommodation — Numbers of unhappy 
Victims to this Wretch's baſe Deſigns fell in three Bat- 


tles, in the laſt of which he diſtreſs'd my Father ſo much, 


that he was paſt hope of attempting another, when he 
receiv'd a Letter from Yamaxo, with an Offer of de- 


claring himſelf his Adherent, and bringing to his Party 


all the Forces liſted in his Name, 1f he in return would 
give him Fatyma. The Propoſal ſeem'd too advantage- 
ous to be refus'd, and all my Fears and Reluctance were 
in vain. He ſent him an Anſwer of Conſent, and charg'd 
me to diſſemble my Concern. . Then came the Words of 
Yamaxo freſh into my Mind, that he awould find Means 
to. oblige him to approve him for a Son. I told my Father 
of it, ard my Opinion of his Proceedings, which was 
indeed a true one, But whether he loak'd on it only as 
the Effect of my Hatred which had incited me to raiſe 
this Story, or Whether ic was only the Exigence of his 
Affairs that made him regardleſs of it, I know not; but 


he was deaf to all I urg'd, and began to prepare for the 
meeting of Yamaxo, and the ſolemnizing the intended 
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T H E diſtraction of my Soul is not to be exprefe'd ; 
but being always Miſtreſs of an uncommon ſhare of 
Courage and Reſolution, I invented a ſtratagem to de- 
liver me from this moſt dreadful Evil, without conſi- 
dering what others I might meet with, I dreſt myſelf 
in one of my Page's Clothes, and having got the Watch- 
Word, made my eſcape through the Centinels at dead 
of Night. But it happen'd not ſo well with me after- 
wards; the Oat-Guards which were placed to watch 
the Counterſcarp of the King's Army, ſeized on me, 
(who being unprepared of an Excuſe) they took me for a 
Spy, and would not ſuffer me to go farther. I offered 
them Bribes ſufficient to have corrupted Perſons whom 
one would imagine leſs mercenary ; but they were either 
too honeſt, or too fearful, to accept them, and, in ſpite 
of all I ceuld do, would carry me to Jamaxo, The 
Terror I was in, that he ſhould know me, I believe con- 
tributed to make him do ſo ; for I had neither the power 
to form any iplauſible Story for my coming to their 
Camp, nor to diſguiſe my Voice in thoſe Anſwers I was 
obliged to make to him. In fine, he diſcovered who I 
was immediately, and diſmiſſing thoſe who had brought 
me before him; Tis well, my lovely Fugitive ( faid he) - 
is this a Habit or an Hour in which a Maid of your 
Quality and Niceneſs ſhould chuſe to ramble ? Do theſe 
nocturnal Sallies become the Princeſs Fatyma ? Any 
thing becomes me better, (replied I, with my uſual 
Haughtineſs to bim) than to be the Wife of ſo deteſted 
a Traitor as Yamaxo; and though I find myſelf diſap- 
pointed in my intended Flight, be aſſured thou never ſhalt 
reap any Advantage by my Misfortune ; not all my Fa- 
ther's Power, not all-thy ſubtilties, ſhall terrify, or per- 
ſuade me to be thine; thoſe who dare die, dare any 
thing. *Tis true, aid he, and that methinks ſhould 
put Fatyma in mind, that Tamaæo, who often has prov'd 
the little Fear he has of Death, may alſo prove, he fears 
not to make uſe of this Opportunity, which his good 
Stars have ſent him, to gratify the impatience of his 
Paſſion, without waiting a ſlow conſent, or the forma 
lity of Ceremony, Yes, Fatyma, ( continued he, his Eyes 
e : | blazing 


— 1 

Hazing with luſtful Fires ) Thave you in my power, and 
will this hour— this very moment make uſe of it— And 
ſo will I, Ceryd 1, drawing my Dagger which I had con- 
cealed about me, in caſe any accident ſhould happen) and 
plunged it in his Heart To Hell! /d J, and from 
the King of Furies receive the juſt reward of all thy trea- 
ſons here. I ſtruck the blow with ſo much force, that the 
Weapon was quite buried to the Milt in his Boſom. He 
ſpoke not, but falling on 'the conch to which he was 
dragging me, expired immediately. N | 
I have often wondered fince at the preſence of Mind 
which aflifted me on this occaſion; I no ſooner faw 
him dead, than J ſearched his pocket, and taking out 
his Seal, went directly out of the 'Tent, and telling thoſe 
who kept it, that they muſt admit me paſſage to the next 
Guard ; on ſhewing them the Signal, was eaſily ſuffered 
to go through them; nor was it ſtrange I ſhould, Tamaxo 
had been uſed ſo frequently to fend private difpatches in 
this manner to my Father, that they made no doubt but 
that I had brought, and was returning to him with ſome | 
intelligence. By this means did I paſs ſafely through the 
Lines, but not daring to venture my Father's indigna- 


tion, till the firſt guſt of it was blown over, I went to a 


little town on the borders of Fez., defigning to tarry 
there for ſome time, till I ſhould hear the event of this 
War, and what was the conſequence of Tamaæo's death. 
Alas! I was informed of the particulars but too ſoon; 
my Father taking advantage of the'confufion the Troops 
were in, by the ſudden Death of their General, fell on 
them immediately, and had indeed the better of them ; 
but what availed it, when he himfelf, and his only Son, 
my Brother, fell in the Battle? Afeer his death the con- 
ſpiracy. was utterly diſſolved, and his papers being brought 
to the King, he by them diſcovered the means by which 
he had been drawn to form it, and took ſo violent a 
grief at the knowledge, that he had been ſo much im- 
pos d upon by the treaſons of Tamaæo, that, being of 
an age not able to ſtruggle with the force of any extra- 
ordinary emotions, he fell into a diſeaſe, which in a few 
days put a period to his Lite, 7 —_ 
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H E was no ſooner expir'd, than a Nephew of Yama- 


x0's having by his Death become Maſter of vaſt Poſ- 


ſeſſions, and had the Army entirely at his Devotion, took 


the Crown, without any Oppoſition. - Some few there 


were who urg'd my Right ; but the Uncertainty what 


was become of me, ſilenc'd their Arguments: beſides, 


the Friends of Yamaxo had caus'd a Report to be ſpread 


abroad, that I was the Miſtreſs of his unlawful Love, 
and on ſome Jealouſy had murder'd him; for it was pre- 


ſently known, by the purſuit that my Father made for 
me, and the Deſcription of the Habit in which I had made 


my Eſcape, that it was I who ſtabb'd him. My Life 


was therefore profcribed, and vaſt Rewards offer'd to 
theſe who ſhould take me. I was too ſenſible of the lit- 


tle Inclination the People of Fez have of being under the 


Government of a Woman, join'd to the Knowledge of 


the Number and Power of thoſe who were Friends to the 


Tyrant in Poſſeſſion, to expect any thing but Diſap- 
pointments, if I ſhould attempt to raiſe any Party a- 
gainſt him: I therefore reſolv'd to fit quiet, and being 


dy the late Troubles weary'd with the Fatigues and Tur: 


moils which attend Grandeur, was well enough content- 
ed to reſign my Share to thoſe whoſe more robuſt Spirits 
were better able to ſupport them. 5 

J left the Place I was in, and keeping ſtill my true 


Quality diſguis'd, found means to be introduced to the 


Princeſs of Morocco. She receiv'd me into her Family, 
and I liv'd there for more than two Years with as much 
Tranquility as my Misfortunes would permit me to en- 
Joy, till the Prince, her Husband, ſeeing ſomething in 
me, which he thought worthy an extraordinary Regard, 


ſhe grew jealous ; but being of a Diſpoſition more cun- 


ning than paſſionate, conceal'd it, till ſhe had an Op- 
Portunity of getting me convey'd away in a Ship then 
ready to ſail for Mexico with Slaves, of which Number 1 
was made one. When landed, I was expos'd to Sale a- 
mong the reſt ; it was my good Fortune, which, after 
ſuch variety of Evils, made Reſimunda think me worth 
her Purchaſe ; and with her it is that I defire to remain, 
till Heaven is pleas d to put an End to my * 


— n "RY 1 * 3 as 


— 8 op — , Iv 


a fe) 5 


[6] 
by taking me to itſelf, and the Society of thoſe who were 


. ALL the Company were extremely pleas'd with the 
| Diſcovery of the Quality of her, who had declar'd her- 
ſelf the Lover of Orſames, and a great Number of gallant 
Things were ſaid to him on the Occaſion ; after which, 
Heliſa reſum'd that Diſcourſe which the Adventures of 
Fatyma had broke off. Julia growing every Day better 
and better, /aid foe, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger to Arimont, 
to deſire him to come immediately to me, and bring with 
him the proper Perſons to acknowledge Or/ames ; he 
took poſt, and was ſoon follow'd by thoſe who were 
to be the Witneſſes : He appear'd ſo infinitely charm'd 
with him, that he took all the neceſſary Steps to con- 
vince him, that he preferr'd the Pleaſure of finding ſuch 
a Kinſman as he was, to any Eftate he could have poſ- 
ſeſs d without him. We ſpent about a Week in ſettling 
the Affairs of Or/ames, in which Time Julia was per- 
fectly recover'd, excepting a little Weakneſs. And as we 
had often talk'd to theſe accompliſh'd. Cavaliers of the 
Perſons we moſt eſteem'd, they begg'd to accompany me, 
to deſire you, dear Urania, to partake of our Joy —1 
would have left Julia with Philemena, but ſhe would not 
deprive her of the Pleaſure of coming to ſee you, nor ſe- 
parate her from Orſames, who is uneaſy to find himſelf 
a Moment without her. Their Marriage is to be con- 
cluded in a few Days, and I beg you to honour the Ce- 

_ remony with your engaging Company, and that of your 
Friends ; it will be ſolemniz'd at my Seat, to pre- 
vent the Crowd and Trouble of many Viſitors. 1 

BELISA having left off ſpeaking,. and receiv'd the 
Thanks of all preſent, Urania inform'd her of the Law 
they had impos'd on themſelyes during their Stay in 
that Place ; and ſhe found it ſo much to her Taſte, that 
ſhe promiſed to ſubmit to it with a great deal of Plea- 
ſure. As it was one of thoſe fine ſerene Days which 
admit of walking, Urania propos'd taking a Turn till 
Dinner; they agreed to it. and they all repair'd to the 
Terraſs which commanded the River; after having - 

. | ; | . | mir 
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mired the proſpect, the happy ſituation of the houſe, 
ard prais'd Urania for the eaſy and galfant manner With 
which ſhe received her Company, every body ſeated 
themſelves. I aſſure you, (ſaid Urania) you allow me 
a Merit which is wholly owing to yourſelves ; as I love 
and eſteem you all infinitely, tis that animates my 
actions; what comes. from the heart, is always accom- 
panied with an air of eaſe, which cannot be diſguis'd ; 
my temper is ſuch, that if the Company were leſs 
agreeable to me, I ſhould be leſs ſo to them; and tho 
1 would not be wanting in good Manners, I ſhould be 
under a certain conſtraint which would diſturb their Re- 
ception. | PIES, 
Tis true (/aid Felicia) 1 have ſeen Urania on ſuch . 
an Occaſion, and ſhe is not the ſame Perſon ; ſhe becomes 
as ferious, and even ſomething more ſo with Perſons ſhe 
does not love, as ſhe is engaging and entertaining with 
thoſe ſhe does; and you may read in her Face almoft 
every thing that paſſes in her Heart. A free and open 
temper (cry'd Orophanes) is certainly a very great charm, 
but till, methinks, there ought to be a little policy blen- 
ded with it; and though all the world does not pleaſe us, 
*tis our intereſt to endeavour to make ourſelves agreeable 
to them. What you call policy (interrupted Camilla, 
with a gay air) is nothing but diſſimulation, and that is a 
fault I cannot pardon. You pronounce a little too haſtily, 
. amiable Camilla (replied Thelamont) there are occafions 
when diſſimulation is abſolutely neceſſary ; without it 
Kings could not ſupport the weight of their Crowns, 
preſerve or enlarge their Dominions, or determine the 
different intereſts of their Allies or Enemies. -Lew:s the 
XIth was the greateft Politician, and the moſt ſpirituous 
Prince of his time; by fineſſes where he ran no riſque, he 
often did more hurt to his Enemies, than if he had 
led an army into their countries. Policy is of ſo great 
eſtimation among Potentates, that Charlies V. always 
carried the life of Lewis XI. in his pocket in all his 
Voyages; and it is a remark, that in the midſt of a 
Court, the politeſt ſince the Roman Emperors, he every 
day allotted two hours to the reading it. Henry 1 4 
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King of Enpland did the ſame, but he unluckiy only 
imitated the cruelty of it. 

THAT's what I waited for (cry Camilla) you 
muſt agree with me that cruelty is often the child of 
policy. I grant (/aid Orophanes) that policy does 
imes lead Princes to actions that are cruel, and that 


diflimulatiqn is a part of policy; but it is alſo a neceſſary 


part of it #o accompliſh great actions, and when glory 
is the aim, *tis even a virtue to know how to difſemble 
;/ and I praiſe that art on ſome occaſions, as much 
as I blame it on others. To embrace one's Brother, and 


— one's hatred, the better to get an Opportunity for 


ge, as Nero did with Brtannicus, is à criminal 
0 imulation; as was the action of Briaxerxes towards 
Artaban, who pretended his armour hurt him, and de- 
ſired that Warrior to change with him, which he did; 
but he had no ſooner pull'd it off than Artaxerxes 
plunged a Ponyard into his Breaſt. Theſe are pieces of 
difiimulation, unworthy not only of the Royal Majeſty, 
but of all Men of Honour, and which ought to be a- 


voided as the Ruin of Glory and Reputation. Lewis 


XI. was once guilty of an Action, to which he was net- 
ther induced by policy nor a neceſſary diflimulation ; 
which will ſhew you, that when a Prince is cruel he 
looks on his Subjects no otherwiſe than as Goods, which 
he may diſpoſe of according to the time, place, or his 
own Caprice. 


IN the Reign of that Monarch, the cuſtom of tra 


velling to the Holy Land was very prevalent. - The Pri- 
or of St. Co/me, near Plaifir de Tours, a Man of exem- 


plary piety, out of the exceſs of his devotion, determined 


to go thither. He asked leave of the Court, obtained it, 
and ſetting forth, arrived ſafely at Feru/alem ; but in 
his return was taken by the Busgariant, and made a 
Slave. He continued twelve years in that unhappy fitu- 
ation. The length of his abſence perſuaded every 
body he was dead, and one of the King's Chaplains, be- 
lieving the Priory vacant, begged it ofhim, who gave 
it without Jeruple. | Accordingly he "Fo Poſſefion 
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SOME Years after, the old Prior having regain'd 
his Liberty, return'd to France, oppreſs'd with age and 
Misfortunes : His firſt Care was to repair to his Priory ; 
but finding it was fill'd, went to the Court, which was 
then at Plaiſir de la Tours; his venerable Air, which a 
long Beard had render'd more commanding Reſpe&, the 
Recital of the Woes he had endured, and the unhappy 
condition he was in, inſpir d all, who faw or heard him, 
with Compaſſion. RE 7 ' | 
THE King, to whom he preſented himſelf, promis'd 

to reſtore him to his Benefice, or, in Exchange, to give 
-him ſome other as good ; but that Prince, not making 
any haſte in the performance of what he had made him 
hope, the unhappy Prior inceſſantly im portuned him : 
The King, thinking he grew troubleſome, and not ve- 
ry inclinable to grant his Requeſt, one Night call'd for 
_Triftant the Hermit, his Grand-Prevot, and order'd him 
ts rid him of the Prior of St, Co/me. Triftant, accuſtom'd 
to ſuch Executions, thought of nothing but ſhowing 
his Obedience, and taking a Confeſſor with him, went 
the next Day to the Priory ; where finding the preſent 
Prior at Table with ſome of his Friends, he invited the 
Grand-Preyot to fit down with them: but he, whoſe 
Orders were preſſing, declared them in a pathetick 
manner, His Friends and he at firſt thought that Tr: 
fant was inclined only to divert himſelf ; but he ſoon 
related the command he had receiv'd in ſuch a manner, 
as left no room for doubting the Truth of what he ſaid. 
The poor Prior, finding there was no Remedy, ſettled 
his Affairs, and prepared himſelf for another World, as 
much as the ſhort time he had allow'd him, would give 
leave. After which, Triſtant order'd him to be put in- 
to a Sack, with a great Weight at the Bottom of it, 
and thrown into the Lere. e 
. THE next Day he attended the King, with an Aſſu- 
rance that he had perform'd his Duty, as to what he 
had commanded him concerning the Prior. The K ing 
ſeem'd ſatisfy d. But a few Hours after, walking in the 
Palace- Garden, he perceiv'd the venerable old Prior of 
St. Co/me coming towards him: on which, — 


r 


me? Vour Life ſhall anſwer the Arrogance. Triftanr, 
very , much alarm'd, threw himſelf at his Feet, affirm- 
ing that he had punQually obeyed his Commands. 
But, (/aid the King) do you not ſee him before your 


Eyes? (pointing to the-Prior).) Sir, (reply d he) the Mi 


take has only been dccafion'd by your Majeſty ; you 
commanded me to rid you of the Prior of St. Cone; I 


went to the Priory, and took him that was in poſſeſſion, 


and drown'd him: But it is eaſy to repair the Fault; 


I will make away with this alſo. No, (aid the King) 


'tis very well. Then turning to the Prior ; Go, good 


Man, (/aid he to him) and take poſſeſſion of your Bene- 


fice, tis now vacant. | 


Y O U ſee (continued Orophanes) of what little Uſe 


to the State was the Death of this innocent Prior: and 
this Inſtance muſt infer, that it was more a Cruelty 


of Diſpoſition than Policy, which induced Lewis XI. to 


ſend him out of the World. - 


IT muſt be allow'd ( ſaia Beliſa) that the Adventure 
of the Prior was ſomewhat extraordinary: But ſince our 
Converſation turns on the Actions of Princes, tho' it be 
different from the Subject, yet it may not be improper, 
if I relate to you a Sentence of Charles V. which, 
tho' on a Triffe, ſeems to me to be admirable. This 


Emperor, reſiding at Bru//e/s, and holding there a mag- 
nificent Court, the great Princes in Europe adorning it, 
had banifh'd all ſuperfluous Ceremonies, that it might 
be as free as pompous. Two Ladies of diſtinguiſh*d 


Quality took it in their Heads to interrupt this Liberty, 
by quarrelling for the Preheminence. The thing was 


carry'd to a great length, and Charles ſeeing that the 
pleaſures of the whole Court were interrupted by the 
Foible of thoſe two Ladies, would himſelf be Judge in 
it; and ſetting a Day for determining this Affair, there 


ror finding the Arguments. pretty equal, and deſiring " 
| | end 


wards Trifant ; Wretch ! (/aid be) have you impos'd on 


vas prepared for him a ſtately Throne, which he mount- 
ed, attended by all his Grandees, and heard the Coun- 
eil of the Parties, who were both preſent. The Cauſe / 
was pleaded with Vigour on both Sides; but the Empe- 


. 2, . - . 
re 


have become very ſerious, 


F 72] 
end the Affair, without difobliging any. one, gave ſens 
tence, that the leaſt wiſe of the two ſhould have the pre- 
cedence, and ſo broke up the Aſſembly, with a general | 
N "IIs 3 
JHS was a very pretty turn, (aid Urania) yet 
ſtill it Keeps us inſenſibly on politics. Charles V. Wend a 
his Wiſdom in this determination, ſince too often the ; 
. Quarrels of Women give Men occaſion.to take part in , 
them; and a thing which is in reality of little conſe- 5 
quence, many times becomes a State-Affair. Charles's X 
prudence preyented all the Accidents that might have 
happen'd,_ At did ſo, (reſumed Beliſa] and as each of the " 
Ladies withed to appear the wiſeft, they found them- MW \' 
| ſelves both obliged to give way, or elſe to embrace that 
amiable Liberty the Emperor had eſtabliſhed ; and the 
| Men of each party were forced to make a Jeſt of an Af. 

fair, which might, by the indiſcreet pride of our Sex, 


| THEL A MO NT ought tobe very well ſatisfied, 
_ (cry'd Arimomt) with the Company's. carrying policy to 
ſuch a degree of neceſſity; for, if I miſtake not, he 
has ſeem d very vigorous in the defence of it. And I am 
ſo far of his mind, ( ſaid Orophanes) that I think, with- 
out it, tis impoſſible for a Prince to govern well; and 
that without Study, and the Art of Policy, a King 
muſt certainly fall into great Errors. Doubleſs, (rejoined 
Thelamont) a Prince born to hold the Reins of a King- 
dom, ought incęſſantly to apply himſelf to ſtudy; HI. 
ſtory ſupplying him with various examples of Wiſdom, 
Prudence. Equity, Juſtice, and Policy, on which he 
muſt model his Actions, in order to make himſelf loved 
and feared. | | q 


BUT (/aid Arimont) can't Men regulate their Acti- 
ons by their own Experience and Infight- into Affairs, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Study? Muſt they be always 
. ty'd down to follow Precedents ? There are ſome who 
think they may, (cry Thelamont) but I can't bear 
that a Man of your Senſe and Underſtanding ſhould 


continue in that Error; and I-aſlure you, I ſhall ſpare 


| 


„ 


no pains to convince you. Men may have in chem the, 
Seeds of Virtue, but without Study, and the Know- 


ledge of things paſt, they cannot be ripen d into perſec- 
tion. Kings above all other Men, have need of the ex- 
ample of former Potentates; tis a Light which guides 
their: Actions all their Lives. If it be true, that there is. 
an Art eyen in driving a Chariot, ſteering a Ship, build - 
ing a houſe, or managing things of yet leſs Ingenuity; 
how much more muſt * in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of a Monarchick, or Republick State? He that 
would breed up a Hawk, ought to learn the Method ; and 
infinitely more ought he, whoſe province it is to govern) 
Men, the moſt capticious, fantaſtick, and refractory of 
all Creatures, and who require the greateſt dexterity in 
managing? Uſed to Sovereignty over every Specie of the 
Creation, with difficulty he ſubmits to the Government 
of his Fellow - Creature. Certainly, if nothing was neceſ - 
ſary towards the ſubduing of a People, but Courage to at- 
tempt it, and making uſe of our own notions; or, to 
ſpeak like our new. Hereticks in Policy; to leave every 
thing to hazard, in vain have ſo many Hiſtorians, great. 
Poets, Orators, and Philoſophers, employed their time, 
and broke their reſts, for the Inſtruction of Princes, Ma- 
giſtrates, and Miniſters of State; yet, I believe, that every 
body will acknowledge, that poſterity has been inſinitely 
obliged to them, and muſt look on their divine Writings, 
as containing all the Maxims requiſite to the Art of Ru- 
ling: For from them have the greateſtStateſmen taken their 
Knowledge 3 tis by their Care that we every day lay 
before us the Examples of the Egyptians, Perfians, Atbe- 
ain dt, oor Ms 3 
IF there was any ground for Arimont's notions, what 
occaſion have we to be informed of the Actions of thoſs: 
Princes. or Sovereigns, who have governed ſo: many Na- 
tions? It would be alſo unneceſſary for Poſterity, to 
know what paſſes in our Age, were we not convinced, 
there is an Art in ruling well, which cannot be ac- 
quired, but by weighing things paſt, which Hiſtory © 
preſents) us with, as Mirrors and Guides in our Affairs, 
preſent and to come. Can there be. ſo beautiful a Sci- 


ence 


\ 


ence as that which preſerves peace? A Science which, 
inſtead of being deftroyed by Time, is enriched,” aug- 

| mented, and brought nearer to Perfection. Every thing 
flouriſhes in the State where that is cultivated ; and, 
where it is neglected, Ruin and Perdition are the unfail- 
ing Conſequences, '- I very well know indeed, that not- 
withſtanding the Uſe of Wiſdom and Policy, it's very 
difficult for Princes and great Miniſters to content every 
Body. - The- Accidents which - daily arrive, and are im- 
* 


* 


ble to be foreſeen, the Envy of Contemporaries, the 
Calumnies which are ſpread among the People, and the 
Care Malecontents always take to blacken the meſt 
innocent Actions, is, generally ſpeaking, the Reaſon. 
For it is as hard to pleaſe every Body, as Simonides plea- 
ſantly ſaid, as it is to fit a Garment to the Moon, that 
never continues a Minute in the ſame Shape. But what 
Glory then muſt it be for a Prince, or a Miniſter, ho, 
deſpiſing thoſe vile Creatures, always conſults the Good 
of the State, every thing he undertakes is crowned with 
Succeſs, and he is reſpected by his Neighbours, and by 
I is certain (ii Orophanes) that the Art of Po- 
licy muſt be _—_— by Study and Experience; and 
that many may ſay with the Emperor Commodus, that 
they are born Kings and Princes, but no body can pre- 
tend to be endued, when born, with Policy, and the 
Art of Governing. Vet theſe new Doctors in Politicks, 
(cryea. Arimont) hold, that all Monarchies have their 
Beginnings, their appointed Time of Maturity, and their 
periods, determined by Fate: So that all Politicks are 
unneceſſary ;* and ſay, with Licinius, that too much 
Learning is the Ruin of Commonweal: hs; and that all 
Books ought to be forbid, as pernicious. That is a moſt 
condemnable piece of obſtinate Ignorance indeed; (ia- 
terrupted Thelamont) which precipitates a Nation into 
irretrievable Misfortunes: Alexander the Conqueror was 
of a very different Opinion; he ſtiled the Iliad of Ho- 
mer a true Guide in military Affairs, and conſtantly lay - 
with that and his Sword under his Head. Julius C ſar, 
in his Expeditions, always carried a Library with 2 
ES. 5 . | whic 
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which he conſtantly ſtudy'd, communicating the Re- 


marks he made to his Generals, his Miniſters, and 
thoſe who governed the Proyinces. Theſe great Men 


did not think their own Wiſdom ſufficient to carry em 


through every thing. Alexander was wont to ſay, that 
he owed more to his Preceptor Ariſtotle, than to Philip 
of Macedon, his Father. That glorious King, whoſe 
Heart was ſo .much bent on War, had a view to Fame 
in ſomething he thought preferable to Arms, and mo- 


deftly complained, in a Letter he wrote to Ariſtotle, that 


he was concerned he ſhould publiſh the Inſtructions he 


had beſtowed on him, becauſe others might profit by 
them, as he had done : and he had much rather ſurpaſs 


Mankind in Learning, than in Power and Riches. De- 
metrius the Phalerian advis'd King Ptolomy, and all o- 
ther Princes, to ſludy Night and Day; and it was a 
Saying of Plato's, that that Commonwealth was happy, 
whoſe Governor was a Philoſopher. In fine, Stu- 
dy enlightens the Underſtanding, and .leads Men to a 
perfect Knowledge of themſelves, which renders them 
more humane, and excites them more to Virtue, 'The 


Trophies of Miltiades rouz'd up Themiftacles ; ſo have 


ſeveral Heroes been inſpired by the Examples of thoſe 
who have been before them; witneſs the S§cipio's, the 
Cato's, the Emilius's, and the Cæſars. Learning be- 
gets Authority, Credit, and Reſpect among Men; and 


the Love of the whole World is the Fruit of a wiſe beha- 


viour. How can a Prince, whoſe Rank places him fo 
far above the Vulgar, be capable of gueſling the Cala. 
mities his People may fall into, but by Study? How 
can he diſcover the ſecret Plots that are contrived to en- 
ſnare. him ? How can he preſerve himſelf from the flat- 
teries his Ears are perpetually beſieged with? Books 
have a greater Privilege than Men ; they explain them- 
ſelves with Freedom, and their Counſels and Reproach- 
es are liſtened to without Anger ; they ſerve as Anti- 


dotes to the Poiſon of Flattery, and may be conſult. . 
ed at all times, and on all Occaſions. Would you le: 


what Effect the Deſire of Liberty has upon the Soul, 


what is the Conſequence of a baſe Action, what Re- 
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[74] 
morſe follows Cruelty, and how ineſtimable a Virtue 
Clemency is; would you look into the Viciſſitudes of 
Fortune, and how liable to Change is the Condition of 
the moſt powerful preſent, Hiſtory ſhows it all without 
diſguiſe : Tis the Theatre where the whole World is 
repreſented ; we here find every thing we want ; we view 
Tempeſts and Shipwrecks without Terror ; Battles and 
'Sieges, without Dangers ; the Cuſtoms and Manners of 


all Nations without Expence; and 'tis here we may find 


the Beginnings and Endings, the Flouriſhing and Decay 
of Empires. I ſubmit (aid Arimont) and I find your 
Reaſons ſo juſt and well- grounded, that I now blame 
* thoſe who will have it to be, as endeavoured to main- 


tain, that Experience alone was ſufficient. But I can't 


repent having been the Occaſion of a Diſcourſe, the Beau. 
ties of which I am ſo charm'd with: and I believe they 
are not a few, who have taken the Liberty to contradict 
Thelamont, on purpoſe to give him an Opportunity of an- 
ſwering them. |[ muſt own (added Beliſa) that he has 
maintain'd his Opinion with ſuch admirable Learning 
and Eloquence, as very well demonſtrates the Advantages 
of Literature, which has aided him in ſo agreeable a 
Converſation.  Thelamont anſwered with Modeſty to 
the Praiſes he had ſo well deſerved ; and, that be might 
put a ſtop to them, made the Company take notice that 
*twas Dinner-time : They got up, and walking towards 
the Houſe, found every thing was ready to be ſerved to 
Table. Mirth; a mutual Love and Confidence, and a 
noble F rankneſs animating this amiable Society, one * 
ſay their Pleaſures were compleat. 

AFTER Dinner was over, Beliſa would make every 
one ſubmit to the Law which had been made, and de- 
ſired them to follow her to the Library. They con- 
ſented ; and having in the ſame manner as the Day be- 
fore, ſeated tnemſelves, and taken up Books, nothing 

was heard but the ruſtle of turning over Leaves: Bel ſa 
was the firſt that broke Silence ; I have happened (/aid 
fe) on the Inſtructions which Buſy gives his Son, 
which puts me in mind of what Philemena has wrote to 
Julia; "tis a piece worth your eng. and will let 


you 


4% 1 
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you ſee the Humour and Underſtanding of that amiable 
Woman. At theſe Words the Company begg'd ſhe 
would not defer the Pleaſure they propoſed to them- 
ſelves in hearing it. As I deſire (/aid Julia) never to 
ſtray from the Rules Philemena has ſet me, I always 
carry them about me, ſo can eaſily fatisfy your Curioſi- 
ty: In ſpeaking this, ſhe preſented to Urania a little 
Book in Manuſcript ; who taking it with a Grace pecu- 
liar to herſelf, and perceiving her Friends diſpoſing 
themſelves to give Attention, began to read : 


General Inftrufioms of a MOTHER to 4 
DavcnurTes, for her Condutt in Li/e. 


N the Plan of your Education, my dear Julia, I 
have conſulted your Glory more than my own, and 
ſhall be compleatly happy to ſee you perfect without 
any Vanity, in having doubly form'd you, by Blood, 
and Precept: The only Pleaſure I propoſe to myſelf, 
is ſeeing you follow them, which your Docility in liſt- 
ening to them flatters me you will do. I give you my 

Inſtructions in Writing, that in what Place or Condition 
ſoever you are, they may be always preſent with you; 
and that when Death deprives you of me, it may not 
at the ſame time rob you of that which may be more 
uſeful to you than my ſelf. A Cuſtom wiſely intro- 
duced into the World, having made me truſt your 
bringing up to Perſons who are, by being ſhut in a 
Cloyſter, ſecur'd from ail worldly Troubles, will there- 
fore prevent two Things equally unhappy ; either too 
great an Inclination for a Monaſtick Life, or too violent 
an Abhorrence of it: Be upon your Guard, my deareſt 
Julia, againſt both. Youth, always fond of Novelty, 
often ſurrenders itſelf without conſulting Reaſon. The 
| ky . Tran- 


8 


(76; ] 
TPranquillity of a Monaſtick Life, the inticing Diſcour- 
— es of thoſe whoſe only Aim is to make you embrace 
the Vows they are already bound by, makes me appre. 
hend your adding to the Number of ſo many young 
Creatures, who are by an inacceſſable Grate often ren- 
der'd more wretched than thoſe whoſe Morals have been 
corrupted by the World. When Remorſe aſſaults one in 
the Cloyſter, one muſt be very particularly endow'd 
with Grace to find any Remedy, ſince the only ones 
that can be apply'd, are the very Cauſes of our AMic- 
tion: -as Retirement, Prayer, and a regular, and a reli- 
ious Life. One is then apt to paint the World in ſuch 
lively and beautiful Colours, that one burns with an 
Impatience to be in it, and cannot forbear lamenting the 5 
Impoſſibility there is of ever doing it. How will the 7 
Mind in ſuch a Caſe be rack d with ten thouſand tor- a 
turing Idea's! One thinks thoſe very things fill'd with 
Charms, which are in reality Subjects only of Sorrow I. 
and Vexation ; Vice appears dreſs'd in the Shape of Vir- * 
tue, and without ſinning in the Practicꝶ part, one does 


ſo doubly in the Theorick. | vs 
WHEN a Perſon has lived in the World, and has dt 
had the Misfortune to give into ſome of the little Fol- x6 


lies of it, the Remorſe of an irregular Conduct, and 
the Diſguſt of a Life fill'd with Intrigue ; every thing 
appears in its proper Colours, and one looks on Retire- 
ment as the moſt ſovereign Bleſſing. We ought there- 
fore to know ourſelves thoroughly before we enter in- 

to ſuch a Life. But perhaps you'll ſay, Muſt we then 
plunge ourſelves into Vice, that our return to Virtue 
may be with the more Vigour ? No, that is not what 

I mean, but I would have you be Witneſs of the Fail- 
ings of others, without erring your ſelf, that ill Exam- 
Pies may ſerve as a Preſeryative to your Diſcretion ; 
and that comparing the Troubles, Noiſe, Hurry, and 
Confuſion, and an intereſted and intriguing World, with 
the ſerene Comforts of Retirement, yow may conſult 
your Heart in the Choice, and then embrace that to 
which you are moſt inclined, One-may live as regular- 

ly in the World as in a Cloyſter, and perhaps bet- 

| | | ter 5 
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ter; a generous Mind, when it has the power of doing 
evil, will rather avoid it, than when it is under a Con- 
ſtraint. 

THE Charms with which Heaven his bleſs'd you, 
while they delight my Eye, make me tremble for you 


hereafter. Beauty has been often the Rock on which 


Virute has ſplit, when Care has not been taken to en- 
rich the Mind with Meaſures which may defend it in 
all the various Changes of Life. A ſplendid Fortune 
is ever attended by Luxury, whoſe Companion is Coque- 
try. The Adoration of the Men, and the perpetual Flat- 
teries one meets with from them, are often too pleaſing 
to our Vanity; and, by liſtening to a Number, the 
Heart is uncertain in its Determination, and one inſen- 
fibly gives up to a Croud that Reputation we fear to truſt 
with one Angle Perſon, and which ought to be dearer 
to one than one's Life. Poverty, Misfortunes, and a 
Life embitter'd by eternal Vexations, 1s no leſs fatal to 
Virtue ; ſuch a Woman is apt to make uſe of her Beauty 


to ſubdue her Enemies to procure her Friends in 


time of need: She meets, tis probable, with dange- 
rous Conſolers, and her Honour is the Sacrifice to Gra- 


titude. To — theſe Accidents, Wiſdom is the 


only Means; but endeavour to be awi/e without Meta- 
tion; Wiſdom does not require ſo much outward Show, 


as inward Severity. Be prudent, without being a Prade 


Let your Mode 5 be accompany'd with Gazety, and your 
Reſerwe with Good. Nature Apply yourſelf to learn what 
will embelliſh your Mind, but let not Vanity attend your 
Knowledge : Let your Philoſophy be C hriſtian: Be affa- 


ble and obliging to all, intimate but with a few. Pty the 
Misfortunes you are in no proſpect of feeling: Behave 


without too much Submiſſion to your Equals, and with- 
out Pride to your Inferiors: Comfort the Diſtreſſed of 


all Conditions: Do nothing but what is prai/e-wworthy, 


without aiming at Praiſe ; the Oſtentation of a good 
Action often eclipſes the Glory which it would other- 
wiſe deſerve. If Fate allots you to a happy Marriage, 
make the Blefling permanent by Love, Virtue, and a 


been Confidence. If, on the contrary, you are 2 
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fortunately ſo, and your Mind torn and diſtracted with 
the Agonies of domeſtick Jars, look out for Friends 

who have a greater Regard for your Virtue than your 

Beauty ; and if by that means you get no Relief, ſeek 

it from him who alone can extricate us out of the deep- 

eſt Diſtreſs, If you love your Husband paſſionately, 
and he but ill returns your Tendernefs, let Mildneſs, 

Complaiſance, and a blameleſs Conduct be the only 


Arms wherewith you combat his ill Humour ; Jealouſy 


Sullenneſs, or a peeviſh Melancholy will never regain 
a Heart liable to wandring. If the Match is diſpropor- 
tion'd, and he happens to be very agreeable in his Hu- 
mour, but the contrary in his Perſon, never ceaſe endea- 
vouring to conquer your Diſlike, and remember the 
Beauties of the Mind are by far the moſt preferable, 
If you chance to be equally indifferent to each 


other, let not that draw you into any Irregularities ſhun 


the Opportunities of finding in another the Charms that 


are wanting in your Husband, and let the Force of Duty 


ſupply the Defects of Fondneſs. | | 

_ *TIS in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe that tis difficult 
to preſerve one's Virtue ; but then tis, at theſe times. 
that it is moſt requiſite, and appears with greater Luſtre, 
A Woman perfectly happy, who is not wanting in her 
Duty, is eſteemed without being praiſed, t.ecauſe having 
no Complaint, ſhe has no I'retence for doing otherwiſe ; 
but a Woman that is unfortunate, and yet wife, ſeems 
to exceed even Expectation. The Virgin, or the Wi- 
dow-State alſo ſeems to me as much or more expos'd 
to Danger; a young Woman that is left without Father 
or Mother, and entirely Miſtreſs of her Actions, cant 
be too circumſpeR in them. She takes no Step that 
does not endanger her Reputation; if ſhe keeps a great 


deal of Company, ſhe paſſes for a Coquette ; if ſhe con- 


fines herſelf to a few ſelect Friends, ſhe then has ſome 
ſecret Intrigue ; in ſhort, every body paſſes their Judg- 
ments on her with leſs Charity, becauſe they know ſhe 
has no body tobe reſponſible for her Conduct. Tis then 
I adviſe Retirement, but without entering into religious 


| Orders. If you ſhould marry, and your Husband _ 
* g 


— — 
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take care not to imitate thoſe Women, who think be- 
cauſe they have nobody to whom they are obliged to 
be accountable for what they do, they may with Safety 
abandon . themſelves to an irregular Conduct, believing 
that, under the Umbrage of their Crape, they may 
conceal the looſe Inclinations of their. Hearts. A Widow 
ought to be more *nice in her Behaviour than either a 
Wife or a Maid: The State ſne has paſt through, ſhould 
make her obſerve a greater Decorum, ſince ſhe ought 
to reſume the Modeſty and Innocence of a Maid, with 
the Knowledge of a Wife; Wiſdom muſt be her inſe- 
parable Guide ; or ſhe will be liable to Cenſure : if ſhe 
can, therefore, be diſengaged from the Cares of a Fa- 
mily, and the Affairs which are capable of retaining 
her in the World, the beſt thing ſhe can do, is to retire 
herſelf from it: She knows alf the D-ficiencies of it: 
the Injuſtice, the Cruelty, and the Afflictions of it: 
the Pleaſures ſhe has enjoy'd not having recompens'd 
the Pains, a Cloyſter is for her a ſafe and ſure Aſylum. 
Ah! how acceptable to Heaven is ſuch a Sacrifice? 
Religion meets with no Oppoſition in her Soul, free 
and detach'd from the Things of this World, all would 
otherwiſe ſeem Conftraint, is now Joy and Comfort. 
Let none but theſe, and Maids of a mature Age, who 
have had time to reflect on the Life they are entring 
into, pretend to embrace Holy Orders ; let there be no 
forc'd Calls, no Victims of Family and Intereſt. *'Tis 
not but that Grace may operate in young People, but 
ſuch ſort of Holecauſts are ſcarce ; and among the great 
Number of Nuns, thoſe that are content, are by much 
the ſmalleſt part. . | 
THUS, my deareſt Julia, have I led you thro the 
different Stages of human Life, and hope, when you 
read this, you'll rather think it came from a Friend, 
whole Tenderneſs endeavour'd to make you perfect, than 
from a Mother grown ſevere by Age; and don't enquire 
whether ſhe who gave you theſe Leſſons obſerv'd em 
herſelf, only think that ſh2 who could give them was 
capable of following em; others Faults do not leſſen. 
ours, but ought to ſerve as Examples to deter us from 
' | D4 | 'em. 
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em. I flatter my ſelf, from the Obſervations 1 have 


made on your Temper, that this Abridgment of your 
Conduct may be ſerviceable to you in all the Inſtances 


of your Life, on which I beſeech the Divine Being to 
pour his holy Bleſſings. | 


WHEN Urania had done reading; This (/aid The- 


lamont) is an amiable manner of inſtructing; there 


runs thro' the whole Work a certain Tenderneſs and 
Gentleneſs, which very much adds to the Value of it. 


As for me (aid Orſames) it ſhall be ſo much my care 


to render Julia happy in a marry'd State, that I hope 
ſhe will have no occaſion for the Leſſons which relate 
to an unfortunate Match. I own (adzed Florinda) that 
this is a much better Method of teaching Youth than 
Severity ; the Soul readily inclines to Virtue, when it's 
pointed out with Delicacy. I am charm'd with it (cd 
Camilla) for I can't bear the Meafures ſome Parents 
take in the Education of their Children, who ſtrive by 
Dint of Blows and harſh Expreſſions to fright *em into 
Virtue. That is the Reaſon, (ſaid Arimont) that we 
ſee Numbers of Men and Women, as ſoon as they are 


free from the paternal Yoke, give themſelves blindly 


up to their Paſſions ; their Leſſons of Honour and Wiſ⸗ 
dom being given 'em with Severity, they are no ſooner 


at Liberty than they miſapply 'em, and inſtead of the 


Admonitions, only remember the Il!-nature of thoſe 


who gave em. This puts me in mind (reſum d Thela- 
mont) of a Story that Montaigne relates upon the Sub- 


Jet of Childrens Education: he blames, as much as 
we, the too great Severity of Parents, who ſeek rather 
to be feared than loved, retrenching even the tender 
Names that Nature gives em, the Son calling his Fa- 
ther Sir, and his Mother Madam; on which he tells us, 
that a Per on of Diſtinction, a Friend of his, who had 
loft his only Son, a Youth of great Hopes in the Ar- 
my, in diſcourſing with him on the Affliction ſuch a 
Loſs muſt be, ſaid, my greateſt Grief is the having 

ht up my Son with ſo much Severity, that it hid 


from him the Tenderneſs I had for him, and that he 


died 


"Trae? 


died with the Idea of my loving him but flenderly : 


this muſt have been a very cutting Regret, (added The- 


lamont) and is a good Leſſon for Fathers. Montaigne 


on this makes Reflections, which we are apt to make 


as well as he, but I wiſh we would not confine *em on- 
ly to reaſoning, but put em in Practice alſo. This Ex- 


ample (/aid Orophanes) is not only applicable to Fa- 


thers, but to all Mankind in general, who ſeldom un- 
derſtand the Value of Things till they poſſeſs them no 
longer. A Father, a Son, a Friend, a great Monarch, 
a Hero, are never ſo much reſpected, loved, or valued, 


during their Life-time, as after their Death; the Sor- 


row for the Loſs of em has this in particular, that it 
brings to mind thoſe' Actions which their being alive 
had made to be forgot. *Tis a certain Truth indeed, 
(rejcynd Beliſa;) the Romans never knew the Value of 
Coriolanus, till they had baniſh'd him, and the Velſcians, 
who had been ſo often defeated by him, had made him 
their General, and under his Conduct drawn Victory to 
their Side. What a prodigious Alteration in the Ro- 
man Affairs was occaſion'd by the Death of Quintus Fa- 
lius ? Did not that of Marcellus hinder the City of 
Locri from being taken ? —— Scipio had no ſooner loft 
his Life, than the Cartbaginians thought themſelves 
Conquerors, and the Romans overcome; and ſo it would 
have happen'd (rep/y'd4 Orſames) had it not been for 
the Pradence of Publius Voluminus, who ſeeing the Con- 
ſul Valerius fall dead; cover'd him himſelf, and con- 


cealed his Loſs ſo well, that the Army knew nothing of 


it till the Battle was over. The very preſence of Camillus 
terrified the Enemy, and he was always attended with 
victory. The Reputation of Alexander was ſo ſpread, 
that he was known in the moſt diſtant Countries, every 
Body thought it an Honour to obey him, and deſpis d 
all other Leaders. een er n 
THIS Converſation having laſted till the Hour for 
walking, the Company repair'd to the River-ſide. The 
Converſation for ſome time turn'd on indifferent Things, 
but at length falling on Poetry; the agreeable Felicia ſaid 
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ſhe would entertain Beliſa with a piece that had never 
been ſeen, and which ſhe believ'd would pleaſe her, 
They all deſir'd her to read it, which ſhe did with a 
becoming Air, and Softneſsin her Voice. 


OLYMPIA in Debrars, 
An Irregular O D E. 


- EARY, dtteſfting all Society, | 
Since ſhunn'd by him 1 only wiſh to ſee, 
1 fly the chearleſs Sight of human kind, 
Seel Solitude befitting my ſad Mind. 
N bere unalarm d and free © 
From Inſults and from Flattery, 
Senſe, in a Lethargy of Thought, 
Might be difſolv'd, Timolion forget. 
And future Time glide on, unfelt, in bleſi Stupidity, 
But when to unfrequented Wilds I run,” 
Or hide me in ſome Day,defying Gloom, 
Where the bright Lamp of Heaven ne er. ſhone, 
| And Night ſeems ever but begun! 
Cruel Remembrance perſecutes me ſtill, 
And diſappoints my Will; _ 
Shows what I was, with whit Pm now become, 
And rac's my Brain with curs'd Compariſon. 


| What fhall I do? alas ! I ftrive in vain; 
Long beſt Repoſe I never muſt regain : 
Where-eer I go, Timolion is there! 
Ewen Darkneſs cannot hide him from my Sight, 
His fatal Beams dart through the Vail of Night, 
To my SouPs Eye his Glories all appear, 8 


And wake Reflection with too glaring Light ! _ | tl 
The ſleeping Paſſions at the quick'ning Blaze, | v 
Start to nea Life, and hoſtile Vigour gain. | h 
All Foes alike to Rea ſon's Sway, 3 | ti 
Each his whole Force diſplays © „ ſp 


To torture or betray, 


- 
1 


Mb 
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With Shows of Pleaſure, or with real Pain, 
Hope, flatt ring Paraſite, is always near, 
Oppos'd to him, flands Tyrant Fear, 
Both have enough to ſay, and both by turns ee my Ear. 
Long they ſtruggle, but in Vain, > 
 Deſpotick Rule to gain 
Their Strength is equal, my divided Sou! 
77 — h 15 and then to thats Controal /; ; 
evh1ilf} of neither diſpofſe 
- Both with C — — Fury ml bleeding Breaft._ 
Thought warring againſt Thought, like meeting Tides. | 
Dafh.o'er each other with tumultuous Force, 
O'erwhelming all within their rapid Courſe, 
All rage at once, all conquer, and yet none ſubſides. 
My Mind a Chaos of Confuſion ſeems, 
Deubt-kill 'd Expetance, ſoon as born, expires, 
Ten thoſand Horrors the ſhort Foy ſucceed, 
And each new Thought doos a new Fury breed. 
VMild and abortive Schemes ! 
Deſpair-check'd Wiſhes, and untam'd Defires, 
Numberleſs, nameleſs, Contradictions riſe, 
Driving, in Storms, my ſcatter d Senſe about; 
Determination, her Sought Aid denies, 
And Madneſs reigns throughout . 3 
So when o'er Buildings fir d, a Whirkwind rides, 
And every way, th excentrick Flame dividles. 
Some, ſnatch'd aloft in blazing Volumes fly, 
And p int with dreadful Radiance all the Sky; 
While: others downward hurl'd, 
£t firſt, devour the humble Duſt, and crawl along the 
(ground, 
| "Gall at their Tot enrag 'A, they gather round, 
And ſpread waſt Ruin thro' th affrighted World. 


I would vain be acquainted with Olympia ( ſaid Julia) 
theſe Verſes give me a very great Eſteem for Fer. She 
very well deſerves to be eſteemed, (rep/'d Felicia) and 
her Adventures would be extremely worthy you Atten- 
tion ; but I am engaged to Secrecy for ſome time. In 


ſpeaking theſe Words, by chance the caſt her P%. on 
| | | ri- 


841: 
Arimont, and found him ſo much alter'd, that ſhe asked 
him aloud, if he were not well ; which made all the 


Company obſerve him with concern : *Tis nothing, 
{ ſaid he to them with extreme Sorrow) the Name of O- 


ympia, and the Repetition of thoſe Verſes, has reminded 
me ofa very great Misfortune ; but I beg you will give 
me leave to imitate the Diſcretion which ſhe has en- 
Join'd Felicia, and ask me no Queſtions. 3 

T HIS Diſcourſe made that Lady thoughtful for 
ſome Moments, and partly diſcovering the Myſtery ſhe 
had been let into but imperfectly, repented her having 


mention'd Olympia before him; but, to interrupt a Con- 
verſation which was becoming ſerious, we maſt lay no 


Conſtraint upon our Friends, {/aid fe) and, without 


preſſing Arimont om a Subject which is painful to him, 
I hope he will excuſe our Care for him, ſince it pro- 


ceeds from our Efteem. I ſhould be glad if Florinda 
and Camilla, (continu'd ſbe, turning to them) would tell 
us their Hiſtory, and the Beginning of that agreeable 


Friendſhip that unites them. With all my Heart, 


(/aid Camilla, /aughing) pray attend; for I am going 
to begin; We are the Daughters of two Siſters, and con- 
ſequently Couſin Germains.; we were brought up toge- 
ther, and left Miſtreſſes of ourſelves very young. Sym- 
pathy, in concert with Nature, has united our Hearts; 
our Fortunes are in common ; we live together without 
Envy or Anbiti en, but eſpecially without that Paſſion 
which is call d Love; by this you may gueſs we have 
not many Adventures to tell you. The Company 
laugh'd heartily at Camilla's gay Humour. Truly, 
 (/aid Orophanes) if every Body liv'd ſo,f Or/ames and 


Julia would not have ſo much engroſs'd our Attention. 


Camilla can't impoſe upon me, (cry'd Urania) what- 
ever ſhe ſays; J have ſometimes ſeen her Gaiety changed 
into a Thoughtfulneſs, and Florinda's Gravity has fre- 
quently ſeem'd to me to be mix d with a ſoft compoſed 
Joy, that ſufficiently denoted the Situation of her Heart. 


Don't deceive yourſelf, beautiful Urania (anfwwer'd Ca- 


milla brishly) *tis for the Convenience of our Friends 
we are ſo; and, that we may not be both alike — 
8 that we 11 


Le] + 
when Florinda jeſts, I grow ſerious ;' and when 1 fol- 
low the Vivacity of my Temper, ſhe becomes grave : * 
and, by this Alteration, we find the Secret of not grow- 
ing tedious to thoſe we would oblige. Every Body 
prais'd Camilla's agreeable Turn. It muſt be allow'd, 
{ aid Orophanes) that Wit is an Ingredient very neceſſary 
for Converſation. He that is bleſt with it, is never tire- 
ſome to "himſelf nor Company. There are fo many 
ſorts of Wits, (rephd Florinda) that one can't engage 


not to be weary'd with ſome of them. *Tis true, (/aid 


Julia) and one ought to be aſſur'd one is poſſeis'd of 
the only true ſort, before one can think one's ſelf agree- 
able. And yet, (cy Beliſa) there are ſome who have 
a vaſt deal, and are yet diſagreeable. I know ſome Per- 
ſons of moſt profound Learning and great Knowledge, 


2 


with whom I can't ſo much as amuſe myſelf; and I 
have ſome Friends of not near ſo ſublime an Underftand- 
ing, whoſe Converſation charms me, becauſe perhaps 
their Wit is nearer my Reach, and that I have not Capa- 
city enough to comprehend the others. That's very 
modeſt, {/aid Urania) but when one is as knowing as 
you are, every thing is in one's reach. I have a Work 
upon the Subject, which may decide the Queſtion ; tis 
writ by a Friend of mine, addreſs'd to another; this is 
it, {/aid foe) pulling our a little Book. | 


4 Diſſertation upon WI T, 


Alling to mind the Converſation that you and I 
had together one Day, the Humour took me to 
put down in writing what I had ſaid to you, in Oppoſiti- 
on to your Exceſs of Modeſty, in which you ſeem'd to me 
to ſurpaſs yourſelf; you maintain'd, in choſen Terms, 
and with Expreſſions full of Vit, that you had no Wit: 
It ſeem'd to me a pleaſant thing, to ſee you make uſe of 
the greateſt Learning, accompany'd with all the Graces © 
of Eloquence, the moſt beautiful Supporters of Wit, to 
prove to me your want of Wit; this makes me ſpeak to 
you now, as if I did not want it, and endeayour to define 
7 e | it 
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it. So much Boldneſs does your too great Modeſty en- 


force me to commit. 


IN my Opinion, there are three ſorts of Men of Wit ; 45 


the Man of Learning, the Pedant, and the natural Genius 
that is cultivated ; the Scholar is ſeldom ſo agreeable as 
he is uſeful ; as his Genius, ſhut up in a Study, comes 
out of it with Pain, always retaining the Gloomineſs of 


that Place which has been the Scene of his producing, 


perhaps, a great many beautiful Things, yet hinders 


him; from ſaying them in common Converlation-; be- 
ing too full of what he has done, or too much taken 
up with what he is going to compoſe, he ſeldom gets 


out of his Enthuſiaſm ; and finding every Thing be- 


neath his own Toughts, he's always ſerious and reſerv'd: 
I ſooner therefore chuſe to read his Book than hear him 


ſpeak. . T7 
IT HE Pedant puffed up with having paſs'd through 
all the Degrees of the College, can ſcarce ſpeak to any 


one that does not underſtand Greek and Latin; he makes 
it a Rule, always to particularize himſelf by ſome Opi- 


nion, which he maintains with Violence ; this makes 
his Learning tedious and fatiguing, and his Company 1s 
ſnunn'd by all Perſons of leſs knowledge, and more 


_ Senſe. os 5 
THE true Wit ſeems to me to be the natural Genius 


cultivated, who has neither the ill Nature of the Scho- 
lar, nor the Dogmatiſm of the Pedant ; a Man, whoſe 


Education has been carry'd far enough to give him an 


Inſight into the Sciences, who is well read, and bleſs'd 
with a happy Memory, and with theſe has ſeen the 


World, as we call it ; this Man has more Wit than the 
Scholar, and more Learning than the Pedant; he joins | 


to the beautiful Sprightlineſs of Converſation, a Solidity 
of Judgment. Let the Converſation turn on Hiſtory, or 
Fable, or Philoſophy ; his Memory lays before him eve- 
ry Thing he has read, his Fuagment makes him quote 
it 2 propos, his Vivacity makes him tell it agteeably, and 


the Happineſs of his Genius inſpires him with Delicacy, 


and. a Taſte. He underſtands all Arts without practiſing 


them; he talks wi/eh, yet agreeably ; being well ver 


\ 
] 
/ 
f 
1 
J 
1! 
t. 
n 
AN 
N 
t 


N 


87 7 


in the Authors, his Judgment on them is ſound, and 
his Remarks juſt: without making Yer/es, he under- 
ſtands Poetry; and, without writing Books, he knows 
which of them is geod, which is bad. For a Proof of 
my Aſſertion, don't we every Day ſee the H:iforian and 
the Poet leave to the Man of Wit's Determination, whe- 
ther their Book or Poem be worth any Thing or no ? 
for the World has more Men of Vit in it than true 
Scholars. © oy e e e e 
THE Man of Learning knows the Man of Vii, and 
the Wit ſees the Faults of the Scholar. Muſt we have a 
fine Voice, before we can judge of Mu/ick ? Why not as 
well Wit without Scho/ar/oip ? It would be a great Miſ- 
fortune on Nature, if it muſt always have the Embel- 
liſhments of Art to make it paſſable. We cultivate the 
Earth, to make it produce with more Eaſe ; but we 
don't load it with Things, to force it to be fruitful ; we 
don't diſregard the Field that affords us but one Crop in 
the Year, becauſe we know others that do twice as 
much. The Scholar, without Experience, or having 
feen the World, is like a Field that owes its Fertility to 
its having been till'd and dung'd, which, notwichſtand- 
ing the Labours of the Husbandman, ſoon returns to its 
native Barrenneſs : Such as the Vits that are full of 
logical Arguments, they conſume themſelves in deep 
Reaſonings, where there is in reality. but little Reafon, 
and only a ſuperficial Wit. The Scholar thinks Learn- 
ing ſufficient to render him witty, therefore neglects 
what might truly make him ſo. On the contrary, the 
Man of Vit thinks he has none, becauſe he wants Scho- 
 larſhip ; therefore, in order to repair this imagin & De- 
fect, he endeavours in every thing to enrich the Gifts 
he has received from Nature: This Application often 
places him above the Scholar, always puts him on a foot- 
ing with him. ⸗Vomen could not be ſaid to have Vit, if 
there was no enjoying that without Learning; for, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, they are not Scholars, yet are endow'd' 
with a Delicacy of Expreſſion, and a Facility in writing 
well. Theſe Gifts of Nature raiſe them to ſuch a pitch, 
that the brighteſt Men of Learning often eſteem als 
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Deciſions well enough to refer to them. 'Tis therefore 


not neceſſary to be a Grecian, a Latiniſt, Phyſician, Me. 
F ian, Rhetorician, or in ſhort, a finiſh'd Philoſo- 


| pher, in order to be a Vit. 


ONE may ſpend whole Days with pleaſure in the 
Company of a Man, whoſe natural Genius has been cul- 


tivated and improved, and but a very ſmall Time with 


one, whoſe Learning is entirely infuſed into him. One's 
Imagination cannot be always on the Stretch to ſuch 


exalted Objects; it muſt ſtoop to reſt itſelf, and return 
to its native Simplicity. Tis the Center of its Repoſle 


IN ſhort, there are ſo many things requiſite towards 


maintaining the Title of a Scholar, that when Tm ſple- 


netick, I even prefer Ignorance to it; and I maintain, 


that he who has a natural and-improv'd Genius, ſuch as 


J have deſcrib'd, ſurpaſſes the Scholar and the Pedant 
in every thing, and has more Wit. | 


+ 


WHEN Urania had done reading, the Company 


thank'd her for having communicate to them. and 


thought it was well written.  Orophanes, who had, 
with an outward Appearance of Reſerve, a very amiable 
Temper, finding that the Converſation ſtill continued 


| ſerious, endeavour'd to enliven it. I am very much 


afraid ( /aid he) that Felicia won't allow me to have 


any Wit now; the Work I've juſt heard read, makes 


me tremble ; and if, in order to pleaſe, one muſt have 
ſuch a Wit as that deſcribes, am an undone Man. 
There are ſo many different Ways of pleaſing, (reph d 
Urania) that your Vit may eaſily find one of them: 
I don't ſee you have ſuch great Reaſons for your Appre- 
henſigns. 
he) but I would fain know, for my Satisfaction, if 
charming Felicia finds any little matter that's pleaſing 
in my Wit. I ſhall take care ¶ aid ſhe, laughing) not 
to explain myſelf on that Head; for if I ſay your Vi. 
does not pleaſe me, you'll be chagreen'd at it; and if [ 
tell you it does, you will make an Advantage of it, that 
I am not willing to let you. That's as much as to 


ſay, (an/wer'd Orophanes) that you treat my Wit as 
| 5 88 A Sod N 


You flatter me agreeably, Madam, (an/wer'd 


L 39 J 
you do my Heart ; you let my Fate be always undeter- 
min'd. Dear Thelamont, (continued he, turning to him) I 
beg you take Felicia apart, and find out what ſhe thinks 
of my Wit. | | „ # 
THELAMONT imiled at his Friend's Requeſt ; This 
is a pleaſant piece of Inquiſitiveneſs ¶ aid be:) Can you 
make any Queſtion about what Felicia thinks on that 
Article? She has too much Wit herſelf, not to know 


the full extent of the Merit of youts. That is not e- 


nough, (anſwer'd he) I would have her tell me herſelf, 
and then I could judge whether my Perſan might not 
beg the Protection of my Wit, if I were ſure that had 
the Happineſs of pleaſing her. The Expreſſion very 


much diverted the Company, and Felicia was forced to 


own, that he had all the Wit requiſite towards making 
him perfectly amiable, | | 


I would fain be learned (/aid Florinda) for I think 


nothing 1s ſo great a Pleaſure as'to excel others in Know- 


ledge. 'Tisa very praiſe-worthy Ambition, (/aid The- 
Jamont) for Learning has been always reipeQgd and 


rever'd by the greateſt Men. Pliny tells us, that a 


certain Man came from Cales to Rome, on purpoſe to f 
ſee Titus Livy, which he would not have done to have 


ſeen Auguſtus Ceſar, who ruled the whole World; 
nor even to have view'd Rome, which was then the 
Metropolis and Magazine of the Univerſe. —— Cato, 
after having led the Roman Armies, ſet himſelf about 


writing on the military Art, ſaying, that the Valour of 


a Man could but be uſeful to the Commonwealth for a 


little time, but that the Counſels he ſhould leave in wri- 
ting would be ſo always. Which made Cicero ſay, 
(added Orſames) that he eſteem'd Solan as much as 
Themiſtocles, his Victory having been ſerviceable but 
once, but that the good Inſtructions that Solon had left 


behind him, would be eternally uſeful. Tis true, (/aid. 
Orophanes) one can't too much prize good Counſel, 


'Tis the thing in the World the moſt neceſſary both 
for Prince and private Men. 
being General of the King of Per/a's Army, found all 
his Deſigns diſappointed and traverſed by the great Men 

| at 


Conon the Athenian 
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at home, who, jealous of his Glory, made him want 
not only Money, but even the moſt neceſſary Requiſites 
for the Execution of his Projects; he made ſeveral 
Complaints, but his Enemies prevented their reaching 
the King's Ear, He was obliged to ſend a Man in 
whom he could confide, who having the good Fortune 
to gain Admiſſion to the very Throne, he ſo well ſet forth 
the Neceſſity of the Army, and the Deſpair of the Ge- 
neral, that the King, unknown to his Miniſters, wrote 
him word with his own Hand, that he had nothing to 
do but to adviſe him how to remedy theſe Misfortunes. 
Conon anſwered him, that he muſt put the Adminiſtra- 


tion of his Finances into one Body's Hands, and to let 


him be Maſter of the Treaſure of the Army, The 
King gave immediate Orders that it ſhould be ſo. Then 
Conon, Diſpoſer of the Money and Army, enter'd into 
the Enemy's Country, ravaged it, took their Cities, mak- 
ing great Numbers of Slaves, and return'd to Court, 
loaded with the Honours that were due to his Victories, 
with the glorious Title that the King gave him,' of a 
great Captain and a wiſe Counſellor. 5 

— THIS puts me in mind {/aid Urania) of the Anſwer 
that was made by a certain Perſian General, who being 
ask d, why his Enterprizes were ſo unfortunate, tho? his 
Diſcourſes were ſo prudent, and his Meaſures ſo well 
taken, reply*d, That he alone was Maſter of his Thoughts 
and Words, but that Fortune, the King and the Army, 
were of the Execution, This Anſwer was very juſt, 
{ /aid Orophanes) and the more ſo, becauſe Jealouſy and 


private Inter eſt are often more regarded than the pub- 


lick Good. Hence comes the falſe Maxim of moſt of 
| thoſe who are in Power, never to advance thoſe, in 
whom they ſee the Talents and Virtues capable of mak- 


ing them ſurpaſs, or come up to themſelves, even tho“ 


the State wants them, This is indeed a general Rule 
among Politicians, (reph'd Arimont) yet a neighbouring 
Iſland does at preſent afford us a very noble Inſtance of 
an Exception to it. There the great Pablicius Seweri- 


« nus being at the Head of Affairs, Merit and a Capa- 


« City is a certain Introduction to Preferment. =_ 
Gs 2 Jea- 
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„ Pleaſure he embraces any Opportunity of promoting 

« the Man that is moſt likely to be ſerviceable to his 
« Country; no little Jealoufies or private Intereſts ſway 
« his Actions, but, like the Dew of Heaven, his Favour 
lights moſt on the moſt confpicuous, being indeed 
* born with all the Talents requiſite for the forming a 
«© complete Stateſman ; and having improv'd and per- 
“ fected them by his Learning, and great Knowledge 
« in Mankind, he need not fear the being excell'd, or 
even equall'd ; but yet few, that had not his Gene- 
« rofity of Soul, would have ſhared his Power. with, 
and admitted as Partner into the Management of the 
« Finances, a Man ſuch as Lucius Hiſpanicus, whoſe 
«« Abilities were ſo well known to him, and who had 
« eſtabliſh'd ſo ſhining a Reputation for his profound 
Skill in the Management of publick Affairs, by his 
Conduct, when ſome Years ago he bore a publick 
Character in a certain foreign Court; theſe perfec- 
(tions I ſay, would have render'd him a Competi - 
tor to have been dreaded by any other than Seve- 
n ; | | 

BESIDES this, {/a:d Orſames) there are ſo many 

Accidents in War, which depend on ſo many ſecret _ 
Springs, and are ſo various, that a Chief can never be 
certain of conquering or ſucceeding, not being ſure of 
always having the fame People for and againſt him; 
Time, Place, and Opportunity ofteneſt determine his 
Glory and good Fortune. Alexander, without Contra- 
diction, was a great Man, but his Reputation ow'd part 
of its Splendor to the Scarcity of great Captains in his 
Time, There's a great deal of Difference in having Men 
or Women for Enemies, a Reproach which was made to 
that Prince, that his Fame would have been much leſs, 
if he had had, to have fought againſt, a Yalerius, a Cor. 
vinus, a Manlius, a Torquatus, a Decius, a Papirius, or 
ſome other Hero of antient Rome, the leaſt of whom de- 
ſerv'd all his Triumphs. ä 
_ *T'WAS not (aid Beliſa) a difficult Thing to conquer 
a Prince ſo effeminate as Darius, who was hinder'd by 
Luxury from Underſtanding true Glory and Virtue, = 
35 | Who 
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who always carry'd with him a Train of Women and 


Courtezans. Tis certain, (added Orſames) that there 
are Moments favourable for Heroiſm and Heroes; I am 


not ſurprized that the Romans were ſo ſucceſsful in their 
Wars, ſince, by their Prudence join'd to their natura! 


Valour, they even forced Fortune to be on their Side, 
and prevented their receiving any fatal Blows from her, 
by their Application in conſulting even the Temper and 
Conſtitution of thoſe whom they made choice of to 
lead their Armies. This is ſo true, that having, to op- 
Poſe Aſarubal, pitch'd upon Claudius Nero, a brave Sol- 


dier, and great Captain, but ſo daring and enterprizing, 


that he thought nothing capable of reſiſting him; they 
gave him for Collegue, and with an equal Authority, 
Livius Salinator, valiant, but at the ſame Time prudent 
and wiſe, and who, when he aim'd at Victory, made 
uſe of all the Precautions neceſſary to prevent the Ca- 


price of Fate. On the contrary, Claudius Nero was for 
gaining fignal Victories at all Hazards. Aſarubal laid 


ſeveral Snares for them; in which the Impetuoſity of 


Nero had fallen, had it not been owing to the cool Sa- 


gacity of Salinator. This Conduct of his was ſo happy, 


that one Day, when *twas his Turn to command, hav- 


ing in return laid a Snare for 4/arubal, which the cun- 
ning Carthaginian could not avoid, Sa/inator attack'd and 
defeated him, gaining ſo compleat a Victory, that the 
Romans decreed a Triumph for him alone, tho? he very 
much ſollicited the Senate, that Nero might partake, 
his Intentions doing him as much Honour as his Victo- 
Ty : the Romans did the ſame with Fabius Maximus and 
Marcellus. 


— — 


1 think (iaterrupted Camilla) that you have ſuffi - 


ciently ſhewn your Wits and Memories; and notwith- 
ſanding the Pleaſure we take in liſtening to you, we 
ought to think that the Hour of Supper is come, with- 
out our having ftirred from one la ce. That is as 
much as to tell us in an obliging manner (an/wer'd O- 


rophanes) that you are equally fatigued with our Diſ- 
courſe, and ſitting ſo long. No matter, (ſaid Feli- 


cia, riſing) I think Camille is in the right; for fince 


Beliſa 
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9 liſa is obliged to go away early to morrow morning, 


tis but reaſonable to advance the Time of her going to 


AT theſe Words all the Company got up to take a 
Turn in the Garden; they had not walk'd far, when 
Urania miſs'd Arimont : Upon my Word ( ſaid ſbe to 
Beliſa) 4rimont gives me a great deal of Uneaſineſs, he's 


ſo infinitely melancholy, that one may eaſily perceive 


tis the greateſt conſtraint imaginable to him to give 
Attention to any Thing but his own Sorrows. We 
have done our utmoſt Endeavours (an/ever'd Belifa) to 
diſcover the Cauſe, without being able to ſucceed ; Or- 
ſames, for whom he has ſo great an Eſteem, cannot get 
any thing out of him ; we imagine it, however, to be 
be occaſion'd by Love. I am of your Opinion, (aid Fe- 


licia) and Oꝶympia's Name gave him ſo much Concern' 


juſt now, that J am apt to believe that beautiful Lady 
is the Perſon he's in Love with, tho' I can't well con- 


ceive how he ſhould know her; for Olympia is obliged, 


by ſome very extraordinary Misfortunes, to fly from 
Province to Province, and from Cloyſter to Cloyſter, not 
ſuffering herſelf to be ſeen by any body; I only ſaw 
and entertain'd her by great chance. A Niece of mine, 
who 1s in religious Orders, being defirous I ſhould be 
preſent at the Ceremony of her taking the Vows, begg d 
me to ſpend a Fortnight with her: I went, and taking 

notice of the extraordinary Beauty of all the young La- 
dies, ſhe aſſur'd me that there was one who ſurpaſs'd 
them all, but that ſhe kept herſelf hid with the greateſt 
Care. This excited my Curiofity, and I begg'd my 
Niece to contrive that I might ſee her. She, with a 
great deal of Difficulty, effected it; for the next Morn- 
ing ſhe enter'd my Chamber, leading the Fair un- 
known; to whom ſhe faid, preſenting me to her, 
charming Olympia, fear nothing, for Felicia is diſcreet, 


I found her ſurprizingly beautiful, and begg'd her to 


excuſe my Curiofity ; ſhe did the ſame, for having he- 
ſitated in ſatisfy ing it: But Madam, (added /be) I have 
eſſential Reaſons for not being known; and they be- 
ginning to be inquiſitive about who J am, even here, 

| I ſhould 
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I ſhould already have quitted this Place, had it not been 


for the Intreaties of Celia, meaning my Niece ; ) but 
the tender Friendſhip I have for her, has made me com- 
ply with her Requeſts, as well in ſtaying here a few Days, 
as in appearing before you. 
I thank'd her for her Complaiſance, our r Acquain- 
tance began but that Day; but at length ſhe put ſo much 
Confidence in me, that ſhe partly told me what occa- 
ſion'd her concealing kerielf, begging me to diſcover 
nothing till ſhe ſhould give me the Liberty either by 
Word of Mouth, or Letter. She preſented me with 
ſeveral of her Works, her Mind being as beautifully a- 
dorn'd as her Face. I have hitherto kept her Secret in- 
violably, but thinking her Name of no conſequence, 
becauſe ſeveral might be of the ſame, I ventured to 
mention it: but 4rimont has taught me, that in a Se- 
cret, the leaſt thing is to be concealed. *Tis now two 


Years ſince I ſaw her, and I have not heard the leaſt 


News of her fince; only my Niece fent me Word, a 


few Days after I had left her, that Olympia was gone 


away, but that no body knew whither. ' 

THESE are very odd Circumſtances, (. ſaid Urania) 
and we muſt be contented with remaining in Igno- 
rance; for I know Felicia's Diſcretion ſo well, that I 
am ſure we ſhall not be able to get more out of her. 
I affure you, (anſeber d. ſbe) that were it my own Secret, 


I would long ago have truſted you with it, never de- 


firing to hide any thing from my true Friends, But 
this is not a common Affair, but may be of very ill 
Conſequence, and prejudice a young Lady who is very 
dear to me. She was ſo apprehenfive of being diſco- 
'ver'd, that ſhe never told me the Names of her Family, 
nor of thoſe concern'd in her Hiſtory ; but the Matter 
of Fact is ſomething ſo very particular, that were one 
but never ſo little deſirous of diving into the Bottom of 
it, it might be eaſily diſcover'd : which engages me to 
make ule of the greater Circumſpection. But (/a:d 
Orophanes) 1 can't comprehend, if it be true, that 4- 
rimont is in Love, what reaſon he has to be melancho- 


ly; 


- 
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ly; if he is belov'd, he muſt be happy; if he is hated, 


his Grief would render him amiable. 4 


YOU judge of others by yourſelf, ¶ſaid Felicia) and 


becauſe your Humour makes you bear every thing with 
Indifference, you think the whole World can do the 


ſame. As for me, (ſaid Florinda) I can eaſily con- 


ceive, that an unfortunate Paſſion may make one's Life 


burdenſome; every thing that attacks the Heart, is dif- 


ficult to be cured; and the Efforts that are made to ren- 


der Reaſon victorious, ſerve often but to ſtrengthen the 


Diſtemper: and this, I believe, is the Condition of 
the unhappy Arimont. Whatever it be, ( ſaid Beliſa) tis 
a Diſadvantage to h's Friends, as well as to himſelf, 
that his Melancholy does not allow him to make him- 
ſelf known. So it is, (added Julia) for he has a great 
deal of Merit, his Mind is beautifully adorn'd, his 
Sentiments are generous, and his Perſon amiable; this 
is enough to make him be agreeably receiv'd by every 
Body. But, Madam, (aid Orophanes, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Beliſa) you have known Arimont a conſiderable 


Time, was he always thus melancholy? As I had 
no Correſpondence ¶ aid ſbe with Armira, his Mother, 


but on Or/ames's Account, and that Arimont was the 
Object of our Law-Suit, I never knew him perfectly 


but on Armira's Death, and have always ſeen him thus 


afflicted. I might have thought it had been occaſion'd 
by his concern for the lofing ſo conſiderable an Eſtate, 
if he had not behav'd himſelf fo very handſomely in 
that Affair, and with ſuch a diſintereſted Greatneſs of 
Soul, that left no room to harbour any Thought diſad- 
vantageous to his Generoſity ; and ſince the Return of 


Or/ames, he has had ſo tender a Friendſhip, and fo great 


2 Deference for him, tho' he is three Years elder than 
himſelf, that I can no longer doubt of the Nobleneſs of 
his Sentiments. So (/azd Camilla, laughing) I find we 
muſt accuſe Love alone for it, and I foreſee that Ai- 


mont's Silence, and Felicia's Diſcretion, will have the 


fame Period. + | 
WHILST this Converſation led the Company in- 
ſenſibly towards the Houſe, Or/ames and Thelamont, 


who 
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who walk'd ſlowly behind them, had one equally af- 
fecting ; for Or/ames, whoſe Heart ſympathized with 
his, after ſome other Diſcourſe, told him, the Joy it 
was to him to have ſeen and known Urania, that he 
could not enough admire her; and I think you happy, 
(continued he) dear Thelamont, in being fated to ſpend 
your Days with a Perſon of her Merit. Alas! (an- 
fſcwered he) that Moment is ſtill a great way off, and! 
meet with ſo many Obſtacles to my Happineſs, that I 
very much fear I never ſhall obtain it. But who is it 
- {/aid Orſames) that can hinder ſo agreeable a Union? 
I don't ſee that you have either of you Fathers or Mo- 
thers to oppoſe it; you ſeem to me both of you at your 
own diſpoſal, and I cannot apprehend what it is that 
obliges you to defer your Felicity. Pardon me, (added 
be) for taking this Liberty; the Eſteem and Friendſhip 
I have for you, occaſion'd it; but, if my Curioſity 
gives you any pain, I will impoſe an eternal Silence up- 
on it. You do me a Favour, dear Or /ames, (replied 
Thelamont) for beſides its being a Relief to communicate 1 
our Grief, I have ſo great an Inclination for you, that 1 
it is impoſſible for me to hide any thing from you. Know 0 
therefore, that I have to combat one more terrible than ; 
a whole Family put together. 55 
URAN 14 having betimes loſt the Authors of her 
Birth, found herſelf left in the Power of a Guardian, 
who, not content with enjoying her Eſtate, will alſo 
have her Perſon ; and as her Father in his Will has or- 
der'd, that ſhe ſhall not marry but with her Guardians 
Approbation, and that he is fallen deſperately in Love 
with her, ſhe is far from being her own Miſtreſs. He 
would have forced her to have marry'd himſelf ; but 
Urania having an incredible Averſion for him, did her 
utmoſt to get out of his power. I became acquainted 
with her in the Height of her Diſpute with him, To 
ſee, and love her, was with me the ſame thing ; but 
not daring to declare myſelf, I endeavour'd to comfort 
her, and ſerve her in her Law-Suit with him, to the 
utmoſt of mine, or my Friend's Power. My Cares and 


Silence ſucceeded ; having obtain d that ſhe ſhould be 


taken 


Fon 1 


taken from her Guardian's-Cuſtody, and that he ſhould 
reſtore her part of her Eſtate, on Condition that ſhe 
ſhould not marry during his Life ; he always thinking 


that ſhe would change her Mind, and that Intereſt would 


oblige her to marry. him. 

IN the mean time, Urania being ſenſible of the Zeal 
with which I had ſerved her, tho' her Guardian, whom 
I ſaw every Day, knew nothing of it; expreſs'd her 
Gratitude to me, which gave me an Opportunity of de- 
claring my Paſſion. She did me the Honour to own 
ſhe had perceiv'd it before ; but that not being at her 


- own Diſpoſal, ſhe begg'd me to conceal it; ſince which 


Time, I have conſtantly viſited her, and, in proportion 
to the new Graces I haye every Day diſcover'd i in her, 
my Love has increaſed. Geront (for that's her Guar- 
ian s Name) has ſome Regard for me, becauſe he knows 


nothing of my Paſſion, not being well enough loved in 
the World to be inform'd of it either by thoſe Who Know- 


it, or by thoſe who but ſuſpe& it. 


URAN I A had no ſooner thus obtained her Liberty, 


but her Merit, Virtue, and Wit, gain'd her a great 


Number of Friends; out of whom ſhe has ſelected a 
few to be inceſſantly with her, that her Actions being 


conſpicuous, ſhe might be ſafe from all Reflections. 


I flatter myſelf that ſhe eſteems me, but I can't be 
happy, becauſe I don't poſſeſs her, nor can't ſeg her 


without a, thouſand Witneſſes; . who, tho' they. are 


Friends, deprive me of a Liberty that I would purchaſe 


at the hazard of my. Life. 


THUS, my dear F riend, I have in a few Words 


told you the State of our Affairs; you muſt judge, that 
my Happineſs is not ſo near at hand, ſince it depends 
on the Death of Geront. I own (/aid Orſames] that 
you are to be pity'd ; but I can't help thinking that 
Urania might ſhake. off her Voke, and by Law reduce 
Geront to Reaſon. It's impoſſible (aid Thelamont) to 
make her give her Conſent to it; ſhe dreads giving the 
World an Opportunity to talk of her ; ſhe even thinks 
it's ſhameful to own that ſhe refuſes Geront, on purpoſe 


to marry me: ſhe had much rather ſuffer, than thus 
. E „ 
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declare her Sentiments ; and her Severity is ſo great, 
that ſhe baniſhes from her Thoughts, as a Crime, the 
very Hopes of that Man's Death. This is a very valu- 
able Character, (anſauered Orſames) and tho' it gives 
you Reaſon to complain, it muſt encreaſe your Paſſion, 
As he ſaid theſe Words, they found themſelves fo 
near the reſt of the Company, that they were oblig- 
ed to lay afide their private Diſcourſe, and render 
the Converſation general. I believe, ¶ aid Orophanes) 
the Arrival of Be/;/a will deprive me of every Thing J 
love: Thelamont is entirely taken up with Or/ames, and 
beautiful Felicia is by chance become the Confident of 
Arimont's Afflictions; what muſt become of poor me? 
This Reproach, (rephy'd Felicia) is pretty obliging to 
bela mont, but very offenſive to me, I is not ſo diſad- 
vantagious as you think it is, {/aid Camilla.) Orophanes 
-apprehends leſt Arimont's Melancholy ſhould find Re- 
lief in your Converſation ; and, to ſay the Truth, I | 
know no body ſo capable of making one forget the 
greateſt Misfortunes. As Thelamont and Orſames were 
not preſent when Olympia was talk'd of, they begg'd 
to know the Explication of this little Diſpute ; Beliſa 7 
gratify'd them, at the ſame time jeſting on what Oro- a 
pbanes had faid. I think (continued foe) that nobody p 
has reaſon to complain of what Oropbanes has ſaid but h 
myſelf ; for, eſteeming him as I do, I ſhould be very ti 
ſorry to find, that the Sight of me had done him any i 
Prejudice. That's impoſſible ¶ aid Thelamont, in the 
{ame ſtrain) we have all gain'd by it; the acquiring 
tach a Friend as Orſames, is a Preſent for which we 
cannot too much thank you: but yet, tho' he is be- 
come very dear to me, that makes no Alteration in my 
Heart towards my old Friends; and if Felicia does not 
give more Conſolation to Arimont than I ſhall ſhow In- 
conſtancy to Orophanes, he'll have no reaſon to com- 
plain as he does. It muſt be allow'd (rephed he) that 
Friendſhip has great Prerogatives ; when J complain'd, 
I thought I had reaſon for ſo doing: but the Moment 
Thelamont opens his Mouth, I find I'm in the 8 
2 , 
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By this Time they were arrived in the Hall, where e- 
very Thing being ready, they fat down to Table. | 
AFTER Supper, the Company finding the Night 
to be a very fine one, returned to walking ; and as it 
was compoſed of Perſons of the greateſt Wit, the Con- 
yerſation ſoon fell on Subjects worthy of themſelves ; 
and firſt on the Liberty that Camilla and Fhrinda en- 
joyed. Beliſa congratulated them on having it in their 
Power to give their Times up to their Friends, without 
any body's pretending to gain-ſay them. *Tis true ¶ aid 
Felicia) that Liberty is the greateſt Bleſſing in Life ; 
but our natural Inconſtancy does not let us long enjoy 
it, we never knowing the Value of it till we have loſt 
it: and, r Fe n, the preſent Tranquillity of 
Camilla's and Fl:rinda's Life, they cannot be aſſured of 
it's being laſting. The Reffection of Felicia ( /aid Oro- 
phanes) is juſt and ſolid ; in whatever State we're born, 
or whatever Condition we are in, we are flill prone to a 
Deſire of Change. There'are' daily Inſtances of Peo- 
ple, who through Chance, had it in their Powers to 
make themſelves happy; but the unſatisfy d Reſtleſſ- 
neſs of their Minds makes them quit the Road that is 
agreeable to their Genius. ' Hiſtory, . ſacred and pro- 
phane, is fill'd with the Misfortunes that Inconſtancy 
has brought Mankind into. The Hebrews are an authen - 
tick Example, ſince every body knows, that they, be- 
ing diſſatisfy'd with the Children of Saul, demanded 
a King to govern them. God, on their Importunity, 
determined to fatisfy them ; but he gave them Warning 
by the Mouth of the Prophet, that the King that was to 
rule over them, ſhould be Maſter of their Lives and For- 
tunes; that, from being free, they ſhould becomeSlaves; 
tand that he ſhould tyrannize over, and deſtroy them, 
They, notwithitanding this, ſtill perſiſting in their Re- 
- 8 queſt, God puniſh'd them by granting it. Theſe very He- 
t brews were govern'd by Patriarchs, Prophets, Captains, 
„Judges, and at length by the High-Priefts, under whom 
the Nation was deſtroy'd and diſperſed. Was there ever 
the like Inſtance of Inconſtancy? And how can one be 
7 I furprizzd at it in others, ſince we find it in a choſen 
" fo WO E 2 = | People, 
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People, who were the Lord's Inheritance, and to whom 
ſo many Bleſſings were promis d, if they would but walk 
in his Ways? | DT TD Te po 
AND the Romans (ſaid Orſames) that powerful 
Republick, that has produced ſo many great Men of 
all Kinds, and, particularly in the Art of Government, 
has it not alter d its Form a thouſand and a thouſand 
Times? Have they not had Kings, Conſuls, and Dic- 
tators, ſometimes à Senate, ſometimes: Cenſors and Tri- 
bunes ;_ at laſt, not knowing where to pitch, have they 
not falken into the Hands of ſeveral Tyrants, whoſe ill 
Conduct has occaſion'd the Deſtruction of the. greateſt 
Empire that ever was? But, (aid Camilla) why do you 
think that it is the Inconſtancy of Mankind that has 
occaſion d all theſe Diforders ? Could all their Prudence 
have hinder'd the Fall of ſo many Empires, fince it was 
decreed it ſhould be ſo? Ah! beautiful Camilla, 
( cryd Thelamont) don't haye ſuch, a Notion as that; it 
will be condemn'd by the whole World, and, particu- 
larly, in a Perſon of your Senſe and Virtue. Things ne- 
ver happen caſually, or by chance, not through an in- 
vincible Neceſſity, or inevitable Deſtiny. ; if it were ſo, 
there. would be no room for Policy: and if all the 
Changes, Motions; and. different Succeſs of Things, 
could be attributed to Fortune or Chance, there could 
be no reaſon why one Thing ſhould happen before ano- 
ther. Twould be a Folhy in Mankind to endeavour by 
Counſel, or Prudence to accampliſh their Deſigns, or to 
avoid what they think will be prejudicial ; fince all 
their Cares and Watchings will- not prevent what they 
apprehend, nor bleſs. them with what they wiſh, unleſs 
it be decreed to, be ſo ; and if ſo, it will happen if 
they ſtand ſtill, People that are of this Opinion, don't 
allow of there being a God; an Error that their own 
Eyes may convince them of daily: for tho God be in- 
viſible, he manifeſts himſelf to Man by his Creatures; 7 
And, to quote the Royal Prophet; The Heavens declare ¶ nio 
the Glory of God: The Earth, the Sea, and all that 
therein is, ſheweth his Handywork:. This has been the 
Sentiment of even Pagans, whoſe Souls have been en- mz 
TO 5 Alghkten d; . 
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lighten'd ; as Citrero, Tacitus, Juvenal, and in particular 
Claudias the Poet; who, meditating on the Works of 
the Almighty, and reflecting on thoſe who impute every 
Thing to Hazard, confeſſes ingenuouſly, that, conſide- 
ring the beautiful Diſpoſition, and the Agreement that 
is ſeen in the whole Univerſe, even among Things that 
to our Eyes ſeem diametrically oppos'd, the unanimous 
Obedience, the Revolution and Conſtruction of that 
great Work; he cry'd out, that there muſt be a God, 


who had thus eſtabliſn'd every Thing, diſpos'd the 


Stars, given Light to the Sun, placed Bounds to the 
Heavens, and planted the Earth in the midſt of the U- 
niverſe; and fince God was the Author, *twas he that 
took care of his Works; and that not to acknowledge 
it, was to be wanting in Thankfulneſs to the Almigh- 
ty, who alone is what he is thro' himſelf, and whoſe 
Operations alone depend on his own Will, whereas no- 
thing elſe can ſubſiſt or operate without him; I mean 
immediately, becauſe notwithſtanding the Superinten- 
dency which he has reſerved to himſelf in every thing, 
and his Co- operation always neceſſary, he has given to 
inferiour Cauſes a ſubaltern Power of acting, and pro- 
ducing the Effects that are natural and proper Conſe- 
quences of thoſe Actions. After having cited Pagan 
Authors of my Opinion, give me leave to ſtrengthen 
it by St. Bail, who maintains, that nothing can be 
ſaid to happen by chance, or without a Cauſe, but that 
every Thing is in God's Protection: therefore, charm- 
ing Camilla, be fatisfied, that the Downfal of ſo many 
Empires, and the Deſtruction of ſuch mighty Nations, 
would perhaps never have happen'd, had it not been for 
the Ambition, Inconſtancy, and ill Conduct of Man- 


l affure you (repljed be modeſtly) that 1 am not ſor- 


ry for having been in an Error, ſince J am in ſo inge- 
nious a manner convinc'd of it. Tis true, ¶ſaid Be- 
liſa) Thelamont's Wit is univerſal, but in ſome Mea- 
ſure to excuſe Camilla's late Opinion, there are a great 
many People who admit of a Neceſſity, which neither 
Learning nor Wiſdom can oppoſe, or prevent that 1 

| E z Mo 


" T os }: 
happening which is decreed to happen; or that from 
not happening, which is fated not to happen. Tho' 
this is a Subject that ſeems to be far above our Com- 
prehenſion, yet Thelamont explains himſelf fo well, 
and makes uſe of Expreſſions ſo natural, and ſo well 
adapted to our Underſtandings, that I beg him once 
more to tell us his Sentiments on this Opinion. I pro- 
teſt, Madam, (rep/ied Thelamont) I have no Ambition 
of appearing wife ; in what I fay, I only ſpeak my 
own, and, I believe, every reaſonable Man's Thoughts; 
and though I am in the Company of Ladies, yet as they 

have all of them bright Underſtandings, and are of an 
exact Virtue, I explain myſelf in the ſame manner as 
if I were before Men of the greateſt Learning and Eru- 
dition, | | 
T O anſwer therefore your Queſtion ; T think the O- 
| Pinion of an abſolute Neceſſity is the greateſt of Errors, 
ſince it deſtroys the Free-will that is given to Man, by 
which he chuſes various Methods of arriving at different 
Ends, and without which he could not be capable of 
meriting or demeriting, for when Things are done by 
a Neceſſity or Conſtraint, a Man has not the Liberty of 
chuſing or acting, neither ought he to be puniſh'd, or 
rewarded, prais'd, or blamed. People, in this Error, 
maintain too, that there is a Fatality, which has ſuch 1 
an Extent of Power, that, if you will believe them, no- 0 
thing happens but what has been before decreed to T 
happen infallibly, at ſuch a Time, and in ſuch a Man- [? 
ner, and that it is impoſſible to prevent it, or ſo much b 
- as to defer or haſten it ; and, in particular, that the 
flouriſhing or decaying of Empires is not at all owing 1 
to good or evil Government, but entirely to their Fate: 
thus did the Pagans think that Deſtiny overcomes all 
human Wiſdom, which is manifeſtly contrary to Man's 
free Will. If by this Deſtiny they mean the Will of 
God, on which all Things depend, I admit of it in that 
"Senſe, ſince nothing can happen without his Permiſſion 
ard Knowledge. Every Thing certainly happens as 
God has decreed it ſhould, that is to ſay, foreſeen; and 


in whatever manner he has foreſeen, ſo it — 


NS | [ 103 ++ : 
bly be, becauſe his Foreknowledge is infallible ; but 
Men are ſtill free in their Actions, becauſe this Fore- 
ſight is not the Cauſe of Things, no more than our Me- 
mory is of what is paſt, or Senſe is of what is preſent: 
How many Things have the Prophets foretold by Dreams, 
Revelations, and the Celeſtial Luminaries ; yet we don't 
think theſe Predictions or Prophecies have been the 
Cauſes of what happen'd, but only as Warnings for 
Mankind, to avoid the Evils that were preparing for 
them. As for Deſtiny, or the Will of God, I neither 
can nor will deny but that the Fate of Empires and 
Crowns depends on it, ſince all Power comes from God, 
who gives and takes away at his Pleaſure, as abſolute 
Maſter of all, without any Body's having right to com- 
plain. Why did he love Facob more than E/au? His 
Will is Deſtiny, we may as well ask why the Sun ſhines 
on the Unjuſt as well as Juft. | 
1 ſhall ſay no more (continued Thelamont) on a Sub- 
je& ſo extenſive, that it may eaſily lead us to Reflections 
far above our grov'ling Underſtandings. I am charm'd 
with your Diſcourſe (aid Beliſ:) and I return you 
a thouſand Thanks for your Complaiſance, which has 
given us an Opportunity of admiring your Wit and 
Learning. I wiſh to God ( /azd Orſames) I could ſpend 
my whole Life with The/amort, 'twould flide away with- 
out Sorrow or Heavineſs. Tis true {/a:4 Urania) we 
may always profit by his Converſation, Tis for that 
Reaſon, ( ſaid Orophanes) I quit him as little as poſſi- 
ble. | 1 55 | | | 
l beg a Truce to your Praiſes (interrupted Thelamont) 
I no ways deſerve them; if I have had the Happineſs 
not to have been tireſome to you, *tis owing to Truth, 
which is always pleaſing, out of what Mouth ſoever it 
comes. We will conform ourſelves to your Modeſty, 
ſince you will have it ſo (aid Felicia) and ſince Beliſa 
is reſoly'd to leave us to-morrow, let us no longer keep 
her up. On which they return'd to the Houſe, and 
having waited on Beli/a and Julia to their Apartment, 
they repair'd each to their own, with a Rzſolution of 
24 | walt- 


| L 3 
waiting on them, and taking their leaves in the Mem- 
_ Ih | | 
ORSAMES found Arimont in his Chamber in a 
profound muſing, out of which he ſcarce wak'd him by 
his Embraces : How can you (aid he) always ſeparate 
yourſelf from thoſe who eſteem you, and interrupt my 
Happineſs by your exceſſve Grief ? Why won't you 
rather ſeek Relief, by communicating them to your 
Friend, who, is entirely attach'd to your Intereſts? you 
would fee me leſſen your Grief, by ſharing the Burden | 
with a Zeal that would convince you of the Senſe] 
have of every Thing that touches you. I ſwear to you 
(replyd Arimont, preſſing his Hand) that if my Secret 
were of a Nature that would admit of being revealed, 
you ſhould have already been appriz'd of it; but ſuch 
is my Misfortune, that! muſt ſuffer without daring to diſ- 
cover the Cauſe of my Griefs; you could no: hear them 
without Horror, you would perhaps deprive me of your 
Eſteem, and I ſhould then die with Shame and Deſpair. 
But leſt you ſhould think me guilty of ſomewhat worſe 
than I really am, I muſt own, that Love occaſions all 
my Sorrow; bu it is a Love ſo extraordinary, the Cir- 
cumſtances of which make me ſo criminal, that it is e- 
rough I am odious to myſelf, without becoming ſo to 
Perſons whoſe Eſteem is dear to me. | e 
HIS Diſcourſe was ſo moving, that it pierc'd Or- 
ſames with Grief and Aſtoniſnment; but not being wil- 
ling to renew Arimont's Afflictions, he preſs'd him no 
farther to explain himſelf, only N him, that *twas 
not in the Power of any thing to leſſen the Friendſhip 
le had for him. After which they went to Bed, all of 
them ſpending the Night according to the Satisfaction or 
Diſquiet of their Mind. | | | 
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CAR CE had the Sun appear'd, when 
Dania and Felicia, being inform'd that 
/ \-\f 1 Belliſa Was up and read y 40 depart, re- 
pair'd to them; Thelamont and Orophanes 
did the ſame: Beliſa and Julia not hav- 


in undoubted Poſſeſſion of all he wiſn' d. It being 
then Thuz/Yay, they agreed on ſetting out on the Sunday 
following. Hhelamont and Or/ames had conceiv'd ſo 
prodigious a Liking to each other, that it was not 
without the utmoſt Difficulty on both Sides that they 
ſeparated tho' for fo ſhort à Time, and each bleſs'd 
with the Society of what they thought moſt valuable in 
the World. Urania, Felicia, and Orophanes, very much 
careſs'd the melancholy Ari mont; but at length this 

charming Company divided themſelves, promiſing to 
2 — 


1 


iS] > | 
Urania, and her Friends, follow'd 
key could with their Eyes; and when 
they had loſt Sig of them, return'd to their Apart- 
ments. Tho" it wat ſtill early, the Ladies went not to 
Bed again; Urania. taking this Opportunity for Writing, 
went into her Cloſet, where Thelamont follow'd her, 
glad to lay hold of this Opportunity of entertaining her 
alone. It is a great Affliction, Madam, ( ſaid he) to ſee 
others overcome all Obſtacles, and arrive at Happineſs, 
while I alone am in Uncertainty Oh! too diſcreet . 
Urania, had you that juſt Senfibility which my Paſſion 
merits, you would make me no longer envy the Fate of 
Or/ames. Unkind Thelamont, ( reply'd ſhe) you ſpeak 
as tho* you knew not I bear at leaſt ah equal Share in 
your Misfortune; but we muſt leave the Relief of it to 
'fime—1 cannot bring myſelf to do any thing to the pre- 
judice of my Glory; Geronte is of an Age proper to in- 
ſpire Reſpect and Veneration— He has brought me up 
1 am obliged to him for an Education that diſtinguiſhes 
me in the, World; — my Father dying, ſubjected me to 
him, and his laſt Commands muſt be ſacred to me - con- 
tent yourſelf with the Aſſurance I give you, that I nei- 
ther can, nor will be any one's but yours; I have alrea- 
dy. promis'd you, and now confirm it with an Oath— 
ſhow. therefore. no further Marks of Impatience, which 
may. make me believe that you are not certain of conti- 
nuing faithful, or that you ſuſpe& me of Inconſtancy. 
I know you too well (arn/aver d he) to have any ſuch 
Apprehenſions, and my Paſſion has, by your unequall'd 
Merits, too ſolid a Foundation for any thing to eraſe it— 
but, Madam ! is it not natural to wiſh to be compleatly 
happy? I allow it is (anſwer d fe) neither would [ 
prevent your deſiring it, but only to have Patience. I H 
am now going to write to Geronte, J am ſurpris'd I 
have not heard from him, he does not uſe to let me be. of 


meet again { 0 
them as long a 


„» ß 


eaſy ſo long; perhaps he's ſick, and if ſo, you know my aw 
Preſence is abſolutely neceſſary at his Houſe ; I want to 4 
5 learn the Reaſon of his Silence, if it is occaſion'd either ur 
A by the return of his Reaſon, or Death, T will not one 


Moment defer my Marriage with you. Thelamont ap- 
: | pe 


_ 


hopes (added Florinda) that Urania would have let us 
know before they went, or elſe I had not lain ſo long. 


an Hour 
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pear'd ſatisfied with this tender Proteſtation, and after 
having, in the moſt paſſionate manner, expreſo d his 


grateful Senſe of it, he withdrew, to leave her at Li- 
berty to write. He found Orophanes and Felicia in 


Camilla's and Florinda's Apartment, rallying them a- 


greeably for their Lazineſs : *Tis true {/a:d Camilla) it 


has got the better of our Civility, and I ſhall never for- 
give myſelf for not bidding adieu to Beliſa. I was in 


She would have call'd you (ſaid Thelamont) if Beliſa 


had not hinder'd her, ſo you have nothing to reproach 
her with on that Account : but remember (added Oro- 


phanes) not to be ſo ſleepy on Sunday Morning, when 
we are to $0 to Beliſa's _—_ A Wedding is worth riſing 

ooner for, eſpecially when it is like to be a 
happy one. It muſt be own'd (ſaid Felicia) that there 
are but few ſo, and if one did but refle& before entring 


into that Engagement, one ſhould dread doing it: *tis 


nevertheleſs, in that (an/wered Thelamont) the Happi- 
neſs of our Lives conſiſts; and I can't comprehend how 
it ie, that it brings with it ſo much Trouble and Per- 
plexity. ?*Fis the Fault of the Ladies, (ſaid Oropha- 
ne?) when they are only Lovers, they preſerve an Air 
of Authority, which keeps Men within their Duty ; 
but when they are Wives, they become ſo ſubmiſſive, 
that they loſe all their Power, and give us but too much 


over them. You think that you are in jeſt, (interrupted 


Felicia ; ) but whether you will or no, you ſpeak Truth, 
Women are unhappy only when they are too good. 
That is not always fo, (/aid Camilla, /aughing) I believe 


we are ſometimes in Fault, and that *tis not always the 


Husbands who are the Aggreſſors. As ſhe ſpoke, Ura- 


nia enter d; I think (/aid be) you make but an ill uſe 


of the fineſt Morning that ever was. We can do nothing 
without you; (reply'4 Camilla.) You are too obliging, 
(re/amed Urania) 1 wiſh I could in return find new Plea- 
lures for you every Day. | "T0 

THEN ſhe ask'd them if they had any Commands 
to Paris, for ſhe - had a Servant ready to receive them. 


The 
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The two beautiful Couſins thank'd her, but aſſur'd her, 
that when they follow'd her, they had left nobody be- 
hind them dear enough to be enquired. after. Our 
Friends (continued Camilla) know we are with you ; 
and fince you have given them leave to come to us, 


*tis their Buſineſs to lay hold of ſuch a Favour, or elſe 
not expect to hear from us. If ſo, (/aid Urania) I beg 


the Favour of Thelamont to give Orders that my Meſſen- 
ger may ſet out; and if you'll follow my Advice, we'll 
take a turn in the Wood till Dinner-time. Aecording- 
ly the Company went thither, and The/amont having 
join'd them, the Converſation was renewed with its 
accuſtom'd Vivacity. Oragbanes told Urania, that 


while ſhe was writing they had been taking Notice of 


the little Agreement in Marriages ; the Meaning of it 
(aid Thelamont) muſt certainly be, becauſe Lowe has 
generally the leaſt part in making them-——— Interęſt 
and Policy being the only Things conſulted, tis no Won- 


der that the Victims of ſuch Motives diſagree among 
themſelves. What Thelamont ſays, (reply'd Felicia) 1s 
very true; yet People that marry purely through Love, 


are alſo frequently unhappy.— If Love would aft, 
how charming would be the Tye! but Men are in- 


conſtant, and Women Coquets—— both grow tired with 


| pleaſing but one Body, and the gay roving Soul is im- 
patient for new Conqueſts. _— Firſt comes Indifference, 

Diſgaſt ſoon follows, and we repent of having entred 
into Engagements which we once thought our greateſt 
Happineſs. This is a melancholy Deſcription of Mar- 
riage (ſaid Orophanes) and if we were to believe Feli- 
cia, we would never marry, ſince the Bleſſing we pro- 


ſe by it is of ſo ſhort a Continuance. What I have 


aſſerted (anfavered ſhe). is in general; but as I know 
ſome Perſons incapable of Change, I will except them; 
but they are ſo few, that I believe I have advanc'd no- 
thing but what 1 ſhall have too great a Number of 
Vouchers of. I am of Felicia's Opinion (/aiq Florinda) 
and I can give you a little Hiſtory of an unhappy Mar- 
riage, tho grounded on Merit, and the tendereſt Af- 

| fection; 
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fection; 'tis of the Princeſs de Pontbieu, J have taken 
it from an antient Manuſcript, and as the Surprize 
Pleas'd me, it being written as a Truth, I took the 
Pains to put it in a more familiar Language, which 
will facilitate my telling it you. The Company wWho 
knew that Florinda had a natural Eloquence, and an Un- 
derſtanding throughly improv'd, begg d her to begin it, 
ſince they might, without Interruption, liſten to her 
tif} Dinner. She made no Scruple of comply ing with 
their Requeſt, and every Body being ſeated, ſhe thus 
began. 8 „ Zo 
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| MONG All the great Families which flouriſhed 

in France, in the Reign of Philip the Firſt, the 
Count de St. Paul, and the Count de Pontbieu were the 
moſt diſtinguiſh'd ; but eſpecially the Count de Pontbieu, 
who poſſeſſing a great Extent of Dominion, maintain'd 
the Title of a Sovereign with inconceivable Magnifi- 
cence, He was a Widower, and had an only Daughter, 
whoſe Wit and Beauty, ſupported: by the ſhining Qua- 
lities of her Father, made his Court polite and ſump- 
tuous, and had attracted to it the braveſt Chevaliers of 
that Age. The Count de St. Paul had no Children, but 
a Nephew, Son of his Siſter, by the Sieur Ia Domar, 
who was the only Heir of his Title and Poſſeſſions. 
This Expectation was, for the preſent, his only For- 
tune; but Heaven having form'd him to pleaſe, he 
might be ſaid to be one of them, whoſe intrinſick Worth 
is ſufficient to render 'em ſuperior to the reſt of Man- 
kind: Courage, Wit, and a good Mein, together with 
W | a a high 
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a high Birth, mgde ample Attonement for his want of 


Riches. This young Cavalier having made himfelf to 


be taken notice of by the Count de Pontbieu in a Tour- 


nament- Where he had all the Honour; he conceiy'd ſo 


great / an Eſteem for him, that he invited him to his 
Couft. The conſiderable Advantages he offer'd him 


wers ſo much above what the Count de St. Paul's Ne- 


phew could for the preſent expect, that he embraced 


the Propoſals he made him with pleaſure, and the 
Count thought himſelf happy in having prevail'd on 
him to ſtay with him. Thibault, for ſo Hiſtory calls 
this young Cavalier, was no ſooner come to Court, than 


the Beauty of the Princeſs inſpired him with Admira- 
tion, which was ſoon ripen'd into Love ; and it was but 
in vain- that his Reaſon oppos'd, in repreſenting how 
little he was in a Condition to make any ſuch Preten- 
ces Love is not to be controll'd it 15 not 
to be repell'd But in ſome Meaſure to puniſh 
his Temerity, he condemn'd himſelf to an eternal Si- 
lence : yet, though his 'Tongue was mute, the Princeſs, 
who had as great a Share of Senſibility as Beauty, ſoon 
perceiv'd the Effect of her Charms written in his Eyes, 
and imprinted in all his Motiens, and, in ſecret, re- 
joyced at the Conqueſt ſhe had gain'd. But the ſame 
Reaſons which obliged Thibault to conceal his Senti- 
ments, prevented her from making any Diſcovery of 
hers, and 'twas only by the Language of their Glances, 
that they told each ether that they burn'd with a mu- 
tual Flame. „ | EIS 
AS at that time there were great Numbers of Sove- 
reign Princes, there were very often Wars between 
them; and as the Count de Ponthieu had the greateſt 


Extent of Land, ſo he was the moſt expos'd : But Thi- . 


bault by his Courage and Prudence render'd him ſo for- 
midable to his Neighbours, that he both enlarg'd his 
Dominions, and made the Poſſeſſion of them ſecure. 
'Fheſe important Services added to that Efteem the 
- Count and Princeſs had for him before ; but at laſt, a 
_ fignal Victory which he gain'd, and which was of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to the Count, carried the 9 
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of that Prince to ſuch a height, that. in the middle of 
His Court, and among the joyful Acclamations of the 
People, he embrac'd that young Hero, and begg'd him 
to demand a Reward for his great Services; aſſuring him, 
that did he ask the half of his Dominidns, he ſhould. 
think himſelf happy in being able to give a Mark of 
his Tenderneſs and Gratitude. Th:bax/t, who had done 
nothing but with a view of rendering himſelf worthy 
of owning that Paſſion, he ſo long and painfully had 
conceaPd, encouraged by ſuch generous Offers, threw . 
himſelf at the Feet of the Count, anſwering him, that 
his Ambition was entirely fatisfied in having been able 
to do him Service; but that he had another Paſſion 
more difficult to be pleaſed, and that it was which 
begg'd a Boon of him, on which depended the whole 
Felicity of his Life. The Count preſs'd him to an Ex- 
planation of theſe Words, and ſwore to him by the 
Faith of a Knight, an Oath inviolably ſacred in thoſe 
times, that there was nothing in bis Power he would 
refuſe him. This Promiſe entirely recovering the 
trembling Lover from that Confuſion which the Fears 
that accompany that Paſſion had involv'd him in, I 
preſume then, my Lord ¶ſaid he) to beg, I may have 
leave to declare myſelf the Princeſs's Knight, and that 
I may ſerve and adore her in that Quality. I am not 
ignorant, (continu'd be) of the Temerity of my Wiſhes, 
but if a Crown be wanting to deſerve her, let me flat- 
ter myſelf with the Hope that this Sword, already ſuc- 
ceſsful over your Enemies, may one Day, enforced by 
Love, make my Fortune worthy cf the Glory to which 
I aſpire, The Joy which appear'd in the Face of the 
Count at this Demand, would be impoſlible to repreſent :. 
he rais'd Thipault, and again tenderly embracing, him, 
My Son, (/aid he, for ſo henceforth I call you) I pray 
Heaven td diſpoſe my Daughter to receive your 
Vows as favourably as I ſhall ſatisfy them. He took 
bim by the Hand with theſe Words, and led him to 
the Princeſs's Apartment; Daughter {/aid he) as I, 
have nothing ſo dear to me as yourſelf, you alone can 
recompence the Obligations I have to this young War- 
F298 | - | TIOUT, 
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riour. —The Reſpect he has for you, makes him 
deſire only to be entertain'd as your K night; but I 
come to let you know, I would have you receive him 
as your Husband. The Princeſs bluſhing, caſt down 
her Eyes; but being commanded to reply, ſhe confeſs'd 
the Choice he had made for her was agreeable to her 
Inclinations, and that it was with Pleaſure ſhe ſubmit- 
ted to her Father's Will. Thibault thank'd the kind 
Conceſſion in Terms that teſtified his Exceſs of 'Tranſ- 
port. The Count perceiving their mutual Wiſhes, ſuf- 
fer'd them not to languiſh in Expectation of a Bleſſing 
he had reſolv'd on; but gave immediate Orders for the 
Mlarriage-Preparations, and a few Days after it was ce- 
lebrated with the Magnificence the Occaſion deſerv'd. 
Hymen, in agreement with Lowe, only render'd their 
Flames more laſting ; Poſſeſſion was fo far from extin- 
guiſhing them, that it ſeem'd to be the Torch which 
kindled them. The Count was charm'd with the hap- 
py Union he ſaw between them, and his Heart could 
ſcarce decide which moſt he loved, his own Daughter, 
or Son-in-law. | x 
_- TWO Years paſs'd away without any other Inter- 
ruption of their Joy, than the want of Heirs ; and tho? 

that no way diminiſh'd thefr Love, yet they thought 
it's Perfection conſiſted in having firſt this Idea, which 
beginning to give Thibault ſome Uneaſineſs, made him 
reſolve on a Progreſs to St. James of Galicia; that Age 
was not corrupted as this is, the Heroes ſought as much 
to ſhow their Piety as their Courage; and what would 
now be thought a Weakneſs, at that Time gave a grea- 
ter Luſtre to their Virtue, It was not ſurprizing there- 
fore to ſee the valiant-Thibault take a Relolution of go- 
ing to Compoſtella; but the Princeſs not being able to 
bear a Separation from ſo dear a Husband, would needs 
accompany him, and join her 'Vows with his; his un- 
bated Affection for her, made him receive the Propoſal 
with Joy, and the Count de Ponthieu, always ready to 
oblige him, order'd an Equipage to be got ready, wor- 
thy of tho'e illuſtrious. Pilgrims, being willing that 
they ſhould be well enough accompany'd, to prevent 
V 3 | any 
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any Accident during their Journey, They ſet out, an1 
the Hope of ſeeing them again in a little Fime, leſſen d 
the Count's Affliction at the Separation. : 
THE M got fafe to a little Village within a Days 
Journey of Compoſtella; there Thibault ſtopt, to reſt the 

Princeſs: and the next Day, finding themſelves ſome- 
what fatigued, he ſent his Attendants before him to pro- 
vide for their coming, that they might. loſe no Time, 
retaining only his Chamberlain. When they thought 
themſelves ſufficiently repoſed, they ſet forward; but 
having learned there was a dangerous Place in the Fo- 
reſt, through which they were obliged to paſs, the Prince 
ſent his Chamberlain to recall ſome of his People. Ne- 
vertheleſs they ſtill went on, and their ill Fortune en- 
gaged them in a Road, which had ſo many croſs ways 
to it, that they knew not which to take. The Robbers - 
had made an eaſy plain Path, which led Travellers into 

the moſt. intricate Part of the Foreſt, getting Num- 
bers by this means into their Power : it was this fatal 
one; the unhappy Thibault and his Lady Imagined to 
be in the right; but they ſoon perceiv'd their Error. 

when not having gone above two Bow-ſhots into it, they 
found it terminated in a Thicket : out of which, before 
they could avoid them, ruſh'd eight Men compleatly 

arm'd, and ſurrounded *em, commanding em to alight. 

Thibault had no Arms, but his Courage diſdaining to 
yield Obedience to theſe Ruffians, made him anſwer in 

Terms which let them ſee it muſt be to their Number 
they muſt be obliged to force him : one of them think- 
ing to do ſo, quitting his Rank, made at him with his 
Lance in reſt; but Thibault with an admirable Dexteri- 
ty avoided the Blow, and ſeized the Lance as it paſſed 
him, with the Vigour of an Arm accuſtomed to Victo- 
Ty ; then ſeeing himſelf in a State of Defence, he ſet 
on 'em with an heroick Fierceneſs, killing one imme- 
diately, and facing 'em all, pierced a ſecond ; but in 
attacking a third, the Lance flew into a thouſand Shi- 
vers, and diſabled him from reſiſting farther. The re- 
maining five encompaſſing him, and killing his Horſe, 
ſcized him ; and notwithſtanding his Efforts, and the 
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piercing Cries of the Princeſs, ſtript him, and tied him 


faſt to a Tree, not being willing to ſteep their Hands in 


the Blood of ſo brave a Man. The Heat of the Com- 


bat, and their Eagerneſs in tearing off his rich Habit, 
had hindred them from caſting their Eyes on the Prin- 
ceſs ; but ſhe being now left alone, ſhe appear'd a more 
precious Booty than what they had juſt taken. Love 


Inſpires virtuous Minds with a Defire of doing only 
great and noble Actions, and in the Hearts of any o- 


thers than theſe Barbarians, would have endeavour d to 


have infinuated itſelf by Pity : but that Vertue being 


unknown to them, the Charms of this unfortunate La- 
dy only redoubled their Cruelty: Their Fury and Bru- 
tality enflamed them—all aim'd at the Poſſeſſion of her, 
and each began to diſpute the Privilege of enjoying her ; 
they had perhaps fought with each other, if their Chief 


had not reconciled them, by telling them, that after 


him every one of them ſhould have his Wiſh— What 
a Spectacle was this for a Husband ! | 
the wretched Thibault was torn with the moſt poignant 


Anguiſh diftrated at not being able either to ſuc- 


cour, or revenge her, who was a thouſand times dearer 
to him than his Life — he conjured Heaven to 
ſtrike him dead that Moment all that can be 
conceiv'd of Horror, of Miſery without a Name, was 
his— But if his Deſpair was more than Words can 
repreſent, how much more ſo was that of the afflicted 


Princeſs? —— ſhe tore her Hair and Face, begg'd, 


threatned, ſtruggled, till her delicate Limbs bad loſt 
the power of Motion; fill'd all the Foreſt with her 
Piercing Cries, without making thoſe relentleſs Mon- 
ſters recede from their Deſign. Never Woman ſo ar- 
dently wiſh'd to be beautiful, as ſhe did to become de- 
formed, ſhe would have rejoiced to have had her love- 
ly Face that Moment changed into the Likeneſs of Me- 
duſa ; but all her Prayers and Tears were ineffectual: 
Victim of Force and Rage, ſhe had undergone all the 
Horrors of that dreadful Sacrifice, and every one of 
theſe brutal Raviſhers had compleated their Intent, had 
not a ſudden Noiſe of the trampling of Horſes, ra 
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diſtant Voices of Men, forced them to fly. Fear, the 
inſeparable Companion of villanous Actions, made them 
abandon their Prey, and make off with inſenſible Swift- 
neſs, ſo that the wretched Princeſs ſoon loſt Sight of 
them; but her irremediable Misfortune, too preſent to 
ber Mind, to vaniſh with the Authors of it, diſorder d 
her Senſes ſo cruelly, that thinking herſelf become the 
Shame of Nature, and believing ſhe could no longer 
inſpire her Husband with any thing but contempt, ſhe 
look'd on him as one that was become her cruelleſt E- 
nemy ; witneſs of her Diſgrace, her troubled Imagina- 
tion made her believe ſhe ought to free herſelf from 
the only one who had the Power of publiſhing it. 
Struck with the Idea of being unworthy of his Affecti- 
on, all ſhe had formerly bore him, now changed into 
Hatred and Fury ; and becoming as barbarous as the ve- 
ry Ruffians, who had juſt left her, ſhe ſmatch'd up one 
of the dying Villain's Swords, and ran with her Arm 
| lifted up to take away the Life of her wretched Huſ- 
band: but little accuſtom'd to ſuch Actions, the Blow 
fell on the Cords: which bound him, and gave him Li- 
berty to wreſt the Weapon from her Hands He ſaw 
immediately into her Thoughts, and made uſe of Soft- 
neſs to calm the Tempeſt of her Soul: If ¶ aid be) you 
could read my Heart, you would find Grief and Pity on- 
ly there — with what alas! can I accuſe you! — What 
are you guilty of? ] ftill am your Husband—fill love 
you with the ſame unbated Fondneſs—am the only Wit- 
neſs of your ill Fortune; I' hide it from the Eyes of 
the World, nor ſhall you ever be ſenſible that I myſelf 
remember it ——— ſeek not therefore by a blind Fury 
to publiſh our mutual Shame—— comfort yourſelf, and 
let us by Sentiments of Piety, endeavour to purify our- 
ſelves from an involuntary Crime. In this manner did 
he talk to her, but all his Love and Tenderneſs made 
no Impreſſion on her Mind — ſhe anſwer d him only. 
by her endeavours to ſnatch away the Sword, and ſtab. 
him. Twas during this Melancholy Struggle that their 
Attendants arrived; they had alſo loſt themſelves, and 
having ſought their Maſter all over the Foreſt, the N _w_ | 


— 
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of their Horſes, tho" then at a Diſtance, had frighted 
re Robbers, and ſaved the Princeſs from further Vio- 
ation. | . 

THIBAULT took a Cloak from one of his Equi- 
page, and having mounted his diſconſolate Lady on 
Horſebock, did the ſame himſelf, and in ſhort time ar- 


rived at Compoſtella, neither he nor ſne ſpeaking a Word. 


A deep Affliction was imprinted in both their Counte- 
nances; but the Princeſs had a Wildneſs in her Eyes and 


Air, that diſcover'd the Diſtraction of her Mind. 751. 


bault placed her in an Abbey, and went and proſtrated 
himſelf at the Feet of the Altars; not with the Deſign 
he went for, but to beg of Heaven to enable him to un- 
dergo ſo terrible an Adventure. This Act of Piety be- 
ing over, he return'd to the.Princefs : who remaining 
ſtill in the ſame: Humour, not being able to get any Ex- 


preſſions from her but Threats againſt his Life, he took | 


her out, and return'd with all poſſible Speed to Ponthieu, 
where they were received with a Joy that they were not 
Slope,” = Agate; ona 


ALL the Way on. their Journey, and after they came 


home, Thibault omitted no Act of Tenderneſs, to con- 


vince the Princeſs ſne was ſtill as dear to him as ever; 
But finding all his Proteſtations were in vain, and that 
ſhe conceal'd a Dagger in the Bed one Night with an 

Intent to aſſaſſinate him, he took a ſeparate Apartment, 


ſtill endeavouring by his Behaviour to her, to prevent 


the Publick from finding out the Cauſe of their Diſa- 


greement; and he was the more to be pitted, becauſe 


he could not help loving her ftill with the ſame Ar- 


dency as ever. In the mean time, the Count de Pen- 
thieu perceived there was ſomething more than ordi- 


nary between them, they could not hide it from his 


Penetration; Thibault was overwhelm'd with a ſecret 
Melancholy the Princeſs would be ſeen but 


rarely; her Silence, and when ſhe was obliged to ſpeak, 
the Incoherency of her Words, in fine, all her Actions 
imply'd a ftrange Alteration, and made him reſolye to 

oblige Thibault to a Diſcovery of the: Cauſe. He 
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defended himſelf a long Time, but being toa cloſely preſ- 
ſed by a Prince, to whom he owed every Thing, he at 
laſt reveal'd all the Particulars of his Misfortune to him, 
and painted his Love, and the unjuſt Fury of the Prin- 
ceſs, in ſuch moving Colours, that the Count was ſo 
thoroughly affected, that he could ſcarce contain his 
Anger againſt her. He pitied YBibault, comforted 
him, and promisd him to ſpeak to the Princeſs in a 
manner, which ſhould oblige her to change her Con- 
duct. Yours (/aid, be) is ſo prudent, and ſo tender, 
that I cannot ſufficiently; admire it; and I hope my 
Daughter will not — be inſenſible of i it, but return 
to her Duty. 

H E left him, and paß d to the Princeſs's Apartment, 
whom he found ſitting, in an Elbow-Chair ; her Head 
reclined, ; and in the Poſture of one bury'd in Thought, 
her Women round her: in a profound Silence. The 
Count making. a Sign for them to withdraw; What, 
Daughter (aid be) cry you never lay aſide this gloomy 
Melancholy which ſo much troubles me, and aſtoniſhes 
my whole Court? I know your Misfortune, your 
generous Husband has juſt diſcover'd it to me— I am 
very ſenſible of it, but much more ſo of his proceed. 
ing; who, notwithſtanding your blind Rage, has pre- 
ſerv'd ſo great a Regard for you, as never to complain. 
At theſe Words, the Princeſs fixing her Eyes full of Fury 
on the Face of her Father, How ! (cry'd be) has This 
bault dared to reveal that Secret to you? Ah Princeſs, - 
(interrupted. the Count) ſpeak with more Moderation of 
a Man who adores you enter into yourſelf a 
Moment, remember you have loved this Husband — 
that I did not force you to accept of him, that your 
Misfortune, . dreadful as it is, has not impair'd his E- 
ſteem 3 you, in return, owe him the fame Affection 
and Confidence; I deſire it of you as a Friend, and de- 
mand it of you as a Parent and a Sovereign. Make 
good uſe of the Pity that pleads in my Breaſt. in your 
Behalf— and dread irritating me, leſt I throw aſide the 
Father, and act wholly as a Prince. This Diſcourſe, ſo 
far from foftning the * redoubled her nan; 
a 
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and ſhe diſcover'd ſo much Rage of Temper to the 
Count, that he deferr'd, till a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity, the reclaiming her. He went out, ordering her 
to be ſtrictly guarded in her Aparment, and that ſhe 
ſhould not be ſuffer*d to have Communication with any 
one but her Women; and fo returning to Thibault, in- 
form'd him of the ill Succeſs+ he had met with. Yet 
he did not deſpair, but every Day for a whole Month 
made freſh; Attempts on her diforder*d Mind; but every 
Thing proving in vain, and her Fury rather increaſing 
than diminiſhing, * he reſolv'd to free his Family of a 
Woman whom he look'd on as a Monſter. With 
this Intent, on pretence of taking the Air, he carry'd 
her with him in a Shallop, and having got a conſider- 
able Diſtance from Shore, he order'd her to be ſeized 

by ſome Sailors, and put into a Tun prepared for that 
purpoſe, and cloſing it up again, thrown into the Sea. Af- 
ter this cruel Expedition, he landed; but alas! what be- 
came of Thibault, - when the other, ſtill tranſported with 
Rage, told him what he had done ! how great was his 
Affliction! and what Reproaches did he not vent againſt 
ſo barbarous a Father ! He ran to the fatal Place which 
he heard had been the Grave of his unhappy Princefs ; 
but finding nothing that could flatter him with any hope 
there was a Poflibility of her being ſaved, he returned 
to Court ina Condition truly pitiable ; —the miraculous 
Beauty of that dear Departed was for ever in his Mind, 
and he thought himſelf the moſt miſerable Creature 
living, becauſe he had it not in his Power to revenge 
her. Twas not long before the Count himſelf repented 
of the Action, and his Remorſe became ſo great, that 
even the miſerable Thi:ault endeavoured to mitigate it. 
At laſt it wore off, and he began to think a ſecond Mar- 
riage, and the Hope of an Heir, would diſſipate his Af- 
flictions; and well knowing that his Son in- law would 
never engage himſelf again, he marry'd, and was happy 
enough at the Expiration of a Year to have a Son: yet, 
his Grief was not wholly vaniſh'd, his Daughter came 
ever freſh into his Memory, and the Sight of Tz:bau/t, 


= 1 
who continued overwhelm'd with a mortal Languiſh. 
ment, added to his Deſpair, 1 
IN this manner they paſt almoſt nine Years, when 
the Count becoming once more a Widower, reſolv'd, 
together with Thibau/t and his little Son, to travel to 
the Holy Land, hoping by that Piece of Devotion to ex- 
piate his Crime. Thibault, who now thought he had 
found an Opportunity of dying gloriouſly in fighting for 
the Faith, readily embraced the Propoſal. Every thing 
was ſoon ready for the Voyage, and the Count de Pon- 
thieu having entruſted the Government of his Domi- 
nions to Perſons of Confidence, they ſet out, and arriv'd 
ſafely a Feruſalem. The Count and Thibault engaged 
themſelves for the Space of a Year in ſerving the Tem- 
ple, in which time they had frequent Opportunities 
of teſtifying their Zeal and Courage, and did Actions 
worthy of being eternized; the Infidels always finding 
the Strength of their Arms, and the Ardor of their 
Faith. The Year finiſh'd, and their Vows accompliſh'd, 
they embark'd in order to return. The Winds were 
for ſome Days favourable, but a moſt violent Tempeſt 
ſucceeding the Calm, they were ſo ſhook by the Fury 
of it, that they expected nothing but Death; when on 
a ſadden, a contrary Guſt ariſing, drove them on the 
Coaſt of Almeria, a Land belonging to the Infidels: 
they were ſoon ſurrounded by the Barks and Brigan- 
tines of the Saracens, and as the Ship was incapable of 
putting to Sea again, they were much leſs ſo, in a Con- 
dition of Defence. 38 „ | 
THE Count de Pontbhieu, the young Prince his Son, 
and Thibault, were made Priſoners, and thrown into 
Dungeons; all the Chriſtians in the Ship were ſerv'd in 
the ſame manner, and ſo loaded with Irons, that they 
immediately found they had been preferved from the 
Rage of the Sea, only to periſh in a more eruel manner 
on Land. Thoſe Heroes prepared themſelves for Death 
with a Reſolution worthy of their Courage ; but the 
Infidels believing them a noble Sacrifice, permitted them 
to live till the Day on which they celebrated the Birth 
of the Sultan, it being the Cuſtom of that Commune 
| „ | offer 
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offer to their Gods on that Day ſuch a Number of Cri- 
minals, or Chriſtians. 

THE Day being come, they were oblig'd to caft 
Lots which of them ſhould die firſt : the fatal Chance 
happen d on the Cdunt de Ponthieu ; his Son and Th:- 
bault contended for the Preference, but all they could 
obtain. was, to wait on him to the Place of Execution, 
The whole Court was aſſembled to ſee this Spectacle 
f the Sultan was preſent himſelf, and his Sultaneſs, 

whoſe extraordinary Beauty had attracted the Eyes of 
all the Infidels, when they were drawn off by the arri- 
val of the illuſtrious Victims, that were going to be ſa- 
crific'd to the Honour of the Day. But that Queen, 
| whoſe Soul was as perfect as her Body, was ſurprized at 
the Majeſtick Air of the Count de Ponthieu, who was 


as yet at a great Diſtance from her: his venerable 


Age, and the Contempt with which he ſeemed to look 
on his approaching Fate, made her order him to be 
brought nearer to her; he being a Stranger, ſhe let 
down her Veil, the Women of that Country never ſuf- 
feling themſelves to be ſeen by any but Saracens | 
48 he approached; ſhe found Emotions which at 
that Time ſhe knew not had any other Source than Pi- 
ty; but having attentively look d on his Face, ſhe ſoon 
diſcover'd the true Cauſe: but making uſe of her utmoſt 
Efforts to prevent her Diſorders from being taken no- 
tice of, ſhe ask d him his Name, of what Country he 
Was, and by what Accident he had been taken. The 
Softneſs of 2 Voice, and the manner of her Delivery, 

ve him a ſenſible Alarm, tho' he knew not the mean- 


ing of it — He anſwered her without heſitation, that 


he was of France, and of the Sovereignty of Ponthieu. 
Are you here alone? (demanded the Queen), I have 
two Companions in my Misfortunes, (reph'd he) my 
Son, and my Son-in-law. The Queen order'd they 
ſhould immediately be brought to her ; and having 
| heedfully obſery'd 'em for ſome Time, ordered the Sa- 
crifice to be ſuſpended, and ran to the Throne where 
the Sultan was fitting, and throwing herſelf at his Feet; 
My Lord (ſaid ſbe) if ever I have been happy * 
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to pleaſe you, and may flatter myſelf with you Aﬀec- 
tion, grant me the Lives of theſe three Slaves : they 
are of my Country, and Pity makes me intereſt my- 
ſelf for them, and I hope your Clemency will be re- 
warded by the Merit of thoſe I am going to bind to 
your Service, The Sultan, who adored her, rais'd her 
tenderly ; You are Miſtreſs of my Fate, Madam, (reply'd4 
he) can I refuſe you then the being ſo of that of thoſe 
Strangers? Diſpoſe of them as you pleaſe, J give them 
entirely up to you, without referving to myſelf any 
right over them. She thank'd him, in Terms full of 
Gratitude and Reſpect; and returning to the noble 
Captives, inform'd them of their Pardon ; and being 
ſecretly too much diſordered to fit out the Feaſt, or- 
der'd them to follow her to her Apartment where 
ſeeing herſelf alone with'em, ſhe was obliged to renew 
her Efforts, to conceal the Confuſion of her Soul; and 
aſſuming an Air of as much Fierceneſs as ſhe could, 
which was heightned by a natural Majeſty ; I have ſav'd 
your Lives, ( ſaid ſbe) and you may judge by ſuch a 
Proof of my Power, that I have Authority enough to 
put you again into the ſame Danger. Reſolve 
therefore to ſatisfy my Curioſity, in diſcovering with- 
out diſguiſe, all your Adventures : I give you till to- 


morrow to prepare yourſelves —— I muſt know your 
Names, Qualities, and by what ſtrange Accident Fate 
brought you into this Country if you are ſincere, 


you may expect every thing from my Goodneſs. | 
Thibault, who had not ventured to lift his Eyes upon 
her, while they were before the Sultan, now endea- 
vour'd to diſcover, with the niceſt Penetration, her 
Beauties; which the thin Gauſe, of which her Veil 
was made, did not altogether conceal. — The daz- 
ling Luſtre of her jparkling Eyes blaz'd through 
the thouſand Charms which play'd about her lovely 
Mouth, diſclos'd themſelves where that Impediment to 
the longing Sight was not ſo cloſely drawn, but that 
the ruby Lips appear'd to view. The daring Ga- 
zer found himſelf agitated with Emotions, which had 
been unknown to him ſince the Death of his unhappy 
Vor. I, = I Wife. 
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Wife fe felt a Pleaſure in contemplating this 


adorable Queen, which nothing bat itſelf could equal ; 
and perceiving the Count was filent, perhaps kept fo 


by Sentiments which he knew not how to account for, 


he threw himſelf at her Feet; As for me, Madam, { /aid 


he) it will not be the Fears of Death that would prevail 


on me to relate the Particulars of a Life which has been 
full of ſuch unheard-of Woes, that what to others would 


be the greateſt dread, to me would be a Bleſſing | 
but there is ſomething far more terrible than what you 
have named, the abuſing a Generofity ſuch as yours, 


prevents me from concealing any part of what you com- 
mand me to c iſcloſe 


— i therefore the Recital of our 
Misfortunes can teſtify our Acknowledgments, you may 
depend pn our Sincerity. | 

ALL the Reſolution which ſhe had aſſumed for 


this encounter, had like to have ſorſook her at ſo mov. 


ing a Diſcourſe ; but making a new Effort, Riſe, (/aid 


He) your Deſtiny promiſes ſomething very touching, I 


was every Day ſerv'd up to her Table 


am concern'd in it more than you can yet imagine—— 


* 


the Sultan will ſoon appear, therefore I would have 
you retire you ſhall want for nothing this Palace 
can afford — recover yourſelves of your Fears and 
Fatigues, and to-morrow you ſhall receive my Orders ; 


and till then, I will defer the Hiſtory I have engag'd 


you to give me. She then call'd a Slave in whom ſhe 


entirely confided ; Sayda ( ſaid ſhe to her) conduct 


'em as I have order'd ; and then making a Sign to 'em 
to withdraw, they obey'd, and followed the Slave. As 


they went out, they heard the Queen ſigh, and neither 


of them could forbear doing ſo too. Thibault, 
who quitted her with regret, returning to look on her 
once more, perceiving ſhe put her Handkerchief to her 
Eyes to wipe away ſome Tears, he could not reſtrain 
his own, Sayda led *em to a little Apartment behind 


the Queen's, it conſiſted of three Rooms, and at the 


End an arched Gallery, where the Fruit was kept that 
| This (aid 
Sayda) is the only Service the Sultaneſs expects from 


you; ſhe could not have placed you ſo commodioully, 
| Wich. 
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without giving you ſome Employment that requir'd 


your Attendance near her Perſon ——- —yoy muſt there- 


fore take care of this Fruit, put it in orden in Baskets 
provided for that Uſe, and preſent it to hei at her Re- 


paſts— under this pretence you may poſſeſs theſe Apart- 


ments, and be ſerv'd by the Slaves appointed for that 
purpoſe — you are to be ſubſervient only to the Sultan 
and Sultaneſs. 5 15 5 

IN ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe quitted them, leaving 


them in an inconceivable Surprize at all they had ſeen. 


When they were by themſelves, Thibault, who could 


no longer contain in his Breaſt the different Agitations 


which crouded one on another, and ſeemed to ſtruggle 
for Utterance, approaching the Count, and tenderly em- 


bracing him; What a Woman is this Queen, my Lord, 


{/aid he) and by what Miracle does ſhe reign over theſe 
Barbarians ! What have we done to deſerve 


her generous Care of us! — Ah! my Lord, I find her 
Compaſſion dangerous Alas! my dear Princeſs! 


(added he) you alone was wont to raiſe theſe Emotions 
in my Soul! I don't know, (reply d the Count) what will 
be our Fate, or what are the Deſigns of the Queen: her 
Goodneſs does not affect me as it does you; you are 
young, and your Heart ſtill preſerves a Fund of Paſſion, 
which may cauſe more violent Perturbations in it than 
mine; yet I own, I have felt for her the Tenderneſs of 
a Father; and that when ſheſpoke, my Daughter came 
into my Mind. —But I am afraid, my dear. Thibault, 
that you will doubly loſe your Liberty in this fatal Place. 
Thibault made no other Anſwer than by Sighs ; and 


ſome Refreſhments being brought in, they were for- 


ced to drop a Diſcourſe, that did not admit of Wit- 
neſles, 1 1 5 

THE Queen, in the mean time, was too much inte- 
reſted in the Affairs of the Day to be very eaſy, and 


Was no ſooner left alone with her dear Sayda, than 


giving a looſe to the Tranſports ſhe had ſo long re- 
ſtrained, her beautiful Face was bathed all o'er in Tears. 
The faithful Slave, aſtoniſh'd at her Exceſs of Grief, 


kneeled down at her Feet, and taking one of her Hands ; 


| 5 Be | Alas ! 


Lg 
Alas! Madam, {/aid fe) what is this ſudden Misfortune 
—— are theſe Strangers come to trouble the Tran- 
quility you were beginning to enjoy! you have 
hitherto honoured me with your Confidence may 
I not now know what has occaſioned this Grief ? | 
Ah dear Sayda (reply'd her Royal Miſtreſs) let not Ap- 
pearances deceive you—— Love, Joy, Nature, and 
Fear, makes me ſhed Tears much more than any Grief 
— that Husband ſo dear to me, and of whom thou 
haſt heard me ſpeak ſo much, is one of the Captives 
whoſe Lives I have ſav'd—— the other is my Father, 
and the young Lad my Brother. The Horror of ſeeing 
my Father die for . the Diverſion of a People to whom [ 
am Queen, has pierc'd me with ſo lively an Affliction, 
that I wonder the Apprehenſion of it did not a ſecond. 
Time deprive me of my Reaſon My Husband, 
partaker of the ſame Fate, his Melancholy, his Reſig- 
nation before me, his Looks full of that Love and 
Tenderneſs which once made my Happineſs, has touch'd 
my Soul in the moſt nice and delicate Part: I dare not 
diſcover myſelf, before I know their Sentiments ; and 
the Conſtraint I have put on myſelf, has been ſuch, as 
Nature ſcarce can bear Preſerve my Secret, dear Sayda, 
and don't expoſe me again to tremble for Lives on which 
my own depends. Doubt not of my Fidelity, Madam, 
(anſaver'd the other) tis inviolable my Religion, your 
Goodneſs which J have ſo often experienc'd, and the 
Confidence with which you have honoured me, have 
attached me to your Service till Death. 
THESE Aſſurances entirely ſatisfied the Queen, and 
they conſulted together on Meaſures by which they 
might be at Liberty to entertain the illuſtrious Slaves the 
next Day. The Sultan's coming in, put an End to their 
Converſation for this Time. This Prince, who had no 
other Defe& than his being a Saracen, accoſted her with 
that Joy, which his having had it in his Power to ob- 
lige her, gave him Well, Madam, (aid he) can you 
doubt of my Love! — may I flatter myſelf, that what 
I have done will diſpel the Grief and Melancholy _ 
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has ſo long poſſeſs d you? . I owe you every thing, 


my Lord, ( /aid ſhe) and my whole Endeavours ſhall de 


to expreſs my Gratitude, The Sultan, charm'd to find 


her in ſo good a Humour, entertained her a little longer, 
and then told her (for he was juſt come from Council) 
that it was reſolv'd to oppoſe vigorouſly an Irruption 
that a neighbouring Prince had made into his Domini- 
ons, and that War was going to be declared immediate- 
ly in Form. | 

THIS News inſpired the Queen with a Thought, 
which ſucceeded to her Wiſh ; and being willing to take 
the Advantage of the Diſpoſition ſhe found the Sultan in, 
of granting her every thing; Heaven (aid fe) favours 
me in an extraordinary manner, in giving me an Op- 
portunity of acknowledging your Goodneſs. One of 
the Captives, my Lord, whom you have given me, is 
the moſt valiant Man of his Time, nor is his Conduct 
in War inferior to his Courage, by the Wonders he has 
done, I am almoſt aſſured you will have the Victory, 
if you permit him to combat the Enemy. The Sultan 
demonſtrated to her the Difference of their Religions, 
and the little Aſſurances he could have in the Faith of 
a Chriſtian. Pll be the Pledge of his Fidelity ; and 
the better to aſſure you, I'll keep the two other Cap _ 
tives, who are, I know, very dear to him, as Hoſtages. 
The Sultan ſeem'd fatisfied with theſe Words, and grant- 
ed her Requeſt, leaving her abſolute Miſtreſs to act in 


this Affair as ſhe pleaſed ; and retir'd to his Apartment, 


much more affected with the Joy of obliging her, than 
diſturbed at the Succeſs of the War. | | 
T H E beautiful Queen paſs'd the Night in very diffe- 
rent Emotions; Love had renew'd his Forces in her Soul, 
Nature that did for a while revolt at the Remembrance 
of rhe Cruelty inflicted on her, return'd to its Obedience, 
and was whoKy taken up with the Fear of not being 
loy'd, and remembred enough to be acknowledged, 
when diſcover d, with the Joy ſhe wiſn'd. The 
Counts of Ponthieu and St. Paul ſpent not their Hours 
more quietly. Thibault found himſelf agitated with 
the Perturbations of a dawning Paſſion ; he accus'd him- 
Es . 1 
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ſelf of it as a Crime, — the Count was no leſs embarraſs'd 
about his, tno' he was very well aſſured they proceeded 
not from Love, but the prodigious Reſemblance he found 
between his Daughter and this lovely Queen, reminded 
him of the Barbarity he had been guilty of. He 
could not imagine there had been a Poſſibility of ſaving 
that unhappy Princeſs ; but the Tenderneſs with which 

the Sultaneſs had inſpif'd him, was ſo near that he felt 
for his Daughter, that it gave him an Aſtoniſhment not 

to be conceiv'd. 1 8 
D AV appearing, they roſe, and ſet themſelves about 
preparing the Fruit, as Sayda had ordered them; which 
done, they were not long before they receiv'd a Com- 
mand to bring it to the Queen. Nothing could be more 
pleaſing than this Commiſſion; both found an unde- 
ſcribeable Impatience to ſee her again, and follow'd the 
faith ful Slave till they came into her Preſence. They 
found her dreſs'd with an incredible Magnificence, re- 
ſplendent with an infinite Number of Diamonds; She 
was reclin'd on a Sofa, and after having look'd a Mo- 
ment on them, Well {/aid ſbe) are you ready to ſatisfy 
me? —— Twill not give you the pains of relating your 
Names and Qualities, neither are unknown to me; only 
tell me by what ſtrange Adventure you arrived at this 
Place. Count de Ponthieu, tis to you in particular 

I addreſs. 

TH E Count was in a Surprize which cannot be ex- 
preſs'd, to hear himſelf named, and finding there was 
indeed no room for Diſſimulation, told his Story with 
.  Sincerity ; but when he came to that part which con- 
cern'd his Daughter, his Sighs made many Interrup- 
tions in his Diſcourſe, yet did he forget no Circumſtance, 
but confeſs'd the Crime he had been guilty of, in putting 
her to Death: But alas! (added be) with what Remorſe 
has my Soul been torn ſince that fatal Day ! — my Ter- 
derneſs for her revived with freſh vigour, and the Tor- 
ments I have endur'd, have been ſuch, that if her Spirit 
has any Knowledge of what is tranſacted in this lower 
World, ſhe muſt believe my Puniſhment at leaſt equal to 
my Guilt — Then he told her of their Vow, their Voy- 
| age 
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- age to Jeru/alem, the Tempeſt, and their Slavery and 
Condemnation; — This, Madam, (aid he) is a faithful 
Account of our Misfortunes ; and tho? they are of a Na- 
ture beyond the common Rank of Woes, yet they re- 
ceive no inconſiderable Alleviation, by the Concern your 
exceſlive Goodneſs makes you take in them, And, in- 
deed, the fair Sultaneſe, during the latter part of his 
Relation, had ſeem'd drown'd in Tears, and was ſome 
time before ſhe could recover herſelf enough to ſpeak ; 
but at laſt— I own (aid /e) that what you have told 
me, very much touches me. —— I extremely pity the 
Princeſs of Ponthieu, ſhe was young, her Reaſon might 
have return'd to her; the generous Proceeding of her 
Husband, would doubtleſs have reclaim'd her in Time: 
but Heaven has puniſh'd you for your Cruelty, ypu muſt 
not therefore be any more rep:o.ch'd with it. But to 
prove your Penitence fincere, what Reception would 
you give that Princels if by any Miracle, which I cannot 
at preſent conceive, ſhe ſhould have eſcaped that Deſtiny 
your Raſhneſs expoſed her to? Ah, Madam! (cid the 
Count) were there a Poſſibility of ſuch a Bleſſing, my 
whole Life ſhould be employ'd in rendring her's fortu- 
nate. And you, (/aid /be to Thibault, wha fbe ſaau 
o eh lm d in Tears) would your Wife be dear to you? 
Could you forgive her diſtracted Behaviour? — Could 
| you reſtore her to your Hęart, as fond, as tender as ever? 
— in ſhort, could you ſtill love her? — Queſtion it not, 
Madam, (anſwer d he, with a Voice interrupted with Sighs) 
nothing but her Preſence can ever make me happy. — 
Receive her then, (cry'd ſhe, caſting afide her Veil, and 
throwing herſelf into his Arms) I am that unfortunate 
Wife l am that Daughter (added foe, running to her 
Father) that has coſt you ſo many melancholy Hours. 
Own her, my Lord; take her to your Breaſt, my dear 
Thibault, nor let the Sight of her diſſipate the Tender- 
neſs you expreſs'd for her when unknown. 
 WHOcan deſcribe the Joy and Aſtoniſhment of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons ! their Eyes were now open'd, the ſe- 
cret Emotions they had felt, were now eaſy to be ac- 


counted for. She was acknowledg'd for the Wife, 
4 bleſs'd 
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bleſt as the Daughter, with a Torrent of inexpreſſible 
inconceivable Delight. Thibault threw himſelf at her 
Feet, bathing her Hands in Tears of overpowering Joy ; 
while the Count held her in his Arms, without being 
able to utter more, than— my Daughter — my deat— 
my long loſt Daughter. The young Prince kiſs'd her 
Robe; and Sayda, only Witneſs of this moving Scene, 
diſſol v'd in Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy At 
length the firſt Surprize being over, this mute Language 
was ſucceeded by all the fond endearing things that 
Nature, Wit, and Love, had the Power of inſpiring. 
The beautiful Queen had now Time to return the Ca- 
reſſes of the young Prince her Brother, who, tho' ſhe 
knew no otherwiſe than by her Father's Account, his 
Vouth and Beauty had very much affected her from the 
firſt Time ſhe ſaw him - After having a little in- 
dulg'd their Tranſports, *Tis time ( /aid fe) to inform 
you of my Adventures. The Sultan is taken up 
with making Preparations for a War he is oblig'd to 
enter into ſo that we may have the Liberty of 
converſing, without Apprehenſion of being. interrupt- 
ed. Then having ſeated themſelves, and Sayda being 
placed on the out-fide of the Cabinet, to give them no- 
tice if any ſuſpicious Perſon ſhould appear, the charm- 
ing Sultaneſs addreſſing herſelf to the Count, began her 
Diſcourſe in this manner. | 
I will not repeat (aid ſhe) the Cauſe of your de- 
ſigning my Death, you are but too ſenſible of it, and 
the Loſs of my Reaſon, too well known to you for me 
to go about to renew the Affliction it occaſion'd you.: I 
ſhall only ſay, that it was Exceſs of Love which caufed 
my Diſtraction, and being prepoſleſs'd with an Idea of 
being no longer worthy of my Husband's Affection, i- 
magining that I ſaw him reproaching me with my Miſ- 
fortune, and endeavouring to get rid of me; I was ſo 
abandon'd by my Senſes, as to wiſh his Death, as the 
only Thing that could reſtore me to my Repole ——— 
This Thought ſo wholly . my Soul, that [I 
Jook'd on the Sentenee you inflicted on me, as caus'd 
by him my Frenzy prevented the Horror ef my _ 
| rom 


[ 129 ] 


from making any Impreſſion on me; and you may re- 
member, Sir, that I neither endeavour'd by Intreaties 
or Strugglings to avert it— being rather in a State of In- 
ſenſibility than any thing elſe . Which Courſe my 
little Veſſel ſteer d, or how long I continued in it, 1 
know not all I can tell, is, that I found myſelf in 
a real Ship, in the midſt of a great many unknown Per- 
ſons, buſily employ'd in fetching me to myſelf ; but 
what is moſt ſurprizing, I recovered my Sight, Memo- 
ry, and Reaſon, at the ſame Inſtant ; whether *twas 
owing to the common Effect that the Fear of Death has, 
or to the Property of the Sea, or, to judge better, the 
Work of Heaven: but all I had ſaid, or done, or thought, 
came into my Mind, and I found myſelf ſo guilty a- 
gainſt you and my Husband, that the firſt Sign of Life 
that my Deliverers perceived in me, was by ſhedding an 
exceſſive ſhower of Tears; which was the more violent, 
becauſe 1 had never wept ſince that fatal Adventure in 
the Foreſt: And indeed I thought, as did all about me, 
that they would have ſuffocated me; but ſo much Care 
was taken- of me, that withaut putting an End tomy 
Afliton, my Life was out of Danger. The People 
of the Ship had placed about me a young Woman ex- 
tremely amiable ; —— the Tenderneſs ſhe-expreſs'd for 
the Griefs ſhe ſaw TI was involv'd in, made me take a 
very great Friendſhip for her ; and, indeed, as ſhe was 
the only Woman there, it was natural for us to be more 
than ordinarily pleas'd with each other. When ſhe 
found me a little compos'd, ſhe inform'd me that we 
were with Flemiſh Merchants, who were trading to the 
Levant ; that having perceived from Deck my extraor- 
dinary Tomb, the hope of finding ſomething valuable 
in it, had made them take it aboard ; but that having 
open'd it, they were ſurprized to ſee a Woman richly 
habited : that at firſt they thought me dead, becauſe 1 
was very much ſwell'd, but having placed me in-the 
open Air, a little Motion of my Heart gave them Hope 
of recovering me; that accordingly, with great Diffi- _ il. 
culty, they effected it, and that finding, as they thought, 
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' ſome Beauty in me, they reſolved, at the Expence of 


my Liberty, to make themſelves amends for having 
found nothing but me in the Tun. Tis with this De- 
ſign (added ſbe) that we were failing towards Almeria, 


where theſe Merchants deſign to ſell you to the Sultan 
| of that Place: tis now fix Months fince they took me 
away from the Coaſts of France, which is my native 


Country, on the ſame Account ; but I very well fore- 
ſee that your Beauty will preſerve me from being expos'd 
to the Sultan's Deſires : yet as I cannot avoid Sla- 

very, I beg, Madam, that you will not let me be fe- 

parated from you. The Sultan will without doubt buy 
you ; contrive it ſo, that he may think I am a Depen- 
dant of yours, that ſo I may wear no other Chains than 
yours. I was very glad to have a French Woman with 


me, ſo promis'd her, that whatever was my Fate, ſhe 
ſhould, if ſhe pleaſ:d, ſhare it with me; but what ſhe 


had told me, giving me great Uneaſineſs, I deſired to 
ſpeak with the Captain of the Ship. I began with 
thanking him for the Succour he had given me, and 
thinking to have gain'd him by the hope of a Reward, 
J aflur'd him it ſhould be made even beyond his Wiſhes, 
if he would land me on the Coaſt of France. Ile an- 
ſwer'd me, that he doubted not of my Generoſity, nor 


my being conſiderable enough to recompenſe the Ser- 


vice he had done me ; but that he could not follow his 


own Inclination in doing what I defired of him, becauſe 


he was accountable to his Companions, who had re- 
ſolved to fell me, and the other young French Woman 
to the Sultan of Almeri ia; that they knew would be cer- 


tain Gain to them, whereas the Effect of my Promiſes 


could not be fo. With theſe Words he returned to his 


Companions, and gave me not leave to anſwer him: I 
made ſeveral other Efforts, but finding it impoſſible to 
perſuade them to alter their Reſolutions, I was oblig'd 


to ſubmit to my ill Deſtiny. In Proportion, as I reco- 


ver'd my Reaſon, my Affection to my dear Thibault re- 


ſumed its Empire o'er my Soul I was ſenſible of 


the whole Extent of my Misfortunes, and my Deſpair | 


would perhaps have kept no Bounds, if 1 it had nor been 
for 
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for the Prudence and Good-nature of my young Com- 
panion, Yet for all her Cares, I fell into ſuch a Lan- 
guiſhment, as frighted the Merchant, leſt I ſhould loje 
the luſtre of my Beauty, of which he propos'd to him- 
ſelf ſo great an Advantage, | ing 
A T length they arriv'd at Almeria, and we were im- 
mediately led to the Sultan. As he was accuſtom'd to 
traffick with thoſe People, he received them perfectly 
well, and was ſo much pleas'd with their Prize, that 
he gave em their Demand both for myſelf and Sayda. 
= We were plac'd in the Palace of the Sultan's 
Women, where he ſoon follow'd us; and I had the 
Misfortune of affecting him in ſo extraordinary a Man- 
ner, that he ſeem'd to make his loving me an Affair of 
State. -——— I call that a Misſortune, which any one 
but me would have look'd on as the higheſt Felicity ; 
for I owe the Sultan the Juſtice to ſay, that he is full 
of Merit, and adorned with the moſt heroick Virtues : 
but I was a Chriſtian, and prepoſſeſs'd with a Paſſion, 
which left no room for any other; I therefore confi - 
der'd his Aſſiduity as my worſt of Troubles. This 
Prince perceiving my Regard for Sayda, gave her to 
me; (-ayda is a Name I made her aſſume to conceal 
her own.) He plac'd me in an Ap.rtment different from 
thoſe the reſt of the Women were lodg'd in, and com- 
manded I ſhould be ſerved as Queen. All theſe Honours 
added to my Uneaſineſs; yet the Submiſſion with which 
he treated me, gave me iometimes a Hope he never 
would have recourſe to force that which I was reſol- 
ved never to grant ; but alas ! this Prince at laſt, worn 
out with his own conſuming Paſſion, and the continual 
Murmurs of his Subjects, who could ill endure he 
ſhould expreſs ſo much Conſideration for a Chriſtian, 
reſolved to ſpeak tv me in ſtronger Terms than he had 
| hitherto done. My Reſiſtance had laſted a whole Year, 
and he thought he had ſufficiently teſtified his Reſpect, 
in allowing me ſo long a Time: he came to me there- 
fore one Day, and finding me extremely melancholy, 
Madam, (/aid he) *tis with great Regret | find myſelf 
obliged to exceed the Bounds I had preſcribed myſelf 
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in gaining your Heart, but you muſt now either con- 
ſent to marry me, or pubickly abjure your Religion; 
all my Power cannot exempt you from the Laws which 


oblige the Women of the Seraglio to embrace our Faith. 
I adore you, and tho* I ought to compel you 


: toa Change ſo beneficial to you, yet I will not, ſince it 


is not your Deſire ] promiſe you the free Exer- 
ciſe of your Religion in private, provided you accept 


of the Crown I offer you; — my Subjects, and all my 


Court, will then believe you have chang'd your Reli- 
gion, without ſeeking any further Proofs, and you will 

then be at Liberty to obſerve your own in ſecret : — 
this is the only Means to preſerve you from the Fury 
of a People, who, when enrag'd, have no regard even 


for their Sovereign. Twould have been more agreeable 


to me, if my Love and Complaiſance had engag'd you; 


but I hope Time will inſpire your Heart with thoſe 


Sentiments, that will be conducive to my Felicity, and 

our Repoſe. I could not refrain from Tears at this 
Diſcourſe of the Sultan — the Choice appear'd terri- 
ble to me; is it poſſible, my Lord! (reply'd IJ that a- 
mong the Number of Beauties who would be proud of 
the Honour you offer me, you cannot find one more 
worthy than myſelf? If you had not diftinguiſh'd me, 
your Subjects would have thought nothing of me — 
Conſider, my Lord, what Glory you might gain by ſubC- 
duing your Paſſion, and ſuffering me to return to my 


native Country — —— What Felicity can it be, to live 


with a Woman obtained but by Fear and Force, who 
will always he regretting her Parents and Liberty? 
THE Sultan ſmil d at theſe Words; I ſee, Madam, 
{ſaid he) that you are ignorant of your own Condition 
you are in this Place for Life when once a 
Woman is entered within theſe Walls, there is'no ho 
of ever getting out again, Law and Cuſtom have de- 


creed it ſo. Therefore you are more obliged to me than 


you imagin'd, for the Reſpect I have paid you, being 
from the firſt Moment the Maſter of your Deſtiny. 
l then intreated he would give me three Days to 
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anſwer him ; be granted my Requeſt, and I ſpent 
them in Prayers: but at length ſeeing myſelf without 
any hope of Relief, or ever returning to my Country, 
that my Death there was thought certain, and that I 
had no means of letting you know I was living, or if 1 
had, could not promiſe myſelf, that, ſince you had con- 
ſented tomy Death, the News would find a Welcome : 
Ilook'd on myſelf as utterly abandoned; and the Faci- 
lity of following in private my own Devotions, deter- 
min'd me in ſubmitting to the Sultan's Perſuafions, The 
three Days being expir'd, he came to me again, and I 
then told him, that gif he would ſwear never to force 
me to alter my Religion, I was ready to give him my 
Hand. His Joy at my Aſſent was inconceivable ; and 
tho? he ſaw plainly that what I did was out of Neceſ- 
ſity, he aſſured me he thought himſelf the happieſt 
Man on Earth, and bound himſelf by an Oath ſacred 
in their Law to ſuffer me to exerciſe my own Religion, 
rovided I took care not to be diſcovered. - 
- THIS News was ſoon blazed thro? all Almeria, and 
fated ever to be guilty of conſt:ain'd Infidelities, I was 
proclaim'd and crowned Sultana Queen, with a Magnifi- 
cence that would have dazled any one but the Princeſs 
de Ponthieu. During the whole Ceremony, the Image 
of Thibault never quitted me, I ſpoke to it, begg'd its 
Pardon, in ſhort, J was ſo loſt in Thought, that Sayda 
has ſince told me I had more the Appearance of a Sta- 
tue than a living Perſon. As fer you, my Lord, I of- 
ten- reproached your Cruelty, that had brought me to 
the Precipice in which 1 found myſelf. There has not 
paſt one Day in the nine Years I have been married to 
the Sultan, on which I have not talk'c of my dear Th;. 
bault to the faithful Sayda, with a Torrent of Tears. 
The Sultan has kept his Word with me, all his Court 
thinks me a Renegada, he alone knows the Truth, and 
without reproaching me with my Melancholy, has done 
his utmoſt to diſperſe it. The ſame Reſpe& and Com- 
plaiſance has always accompanied his Actions, and 
you yourſelves have been witneſs of my Power, by his 
granting me without heſitation your Lives, I knew you 
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again the firſt Moment I ſaw your Faces, and ſhould 
have diſcov.red myſelf yeſterday, but had a mind to 


| Know whether my Memory was yet dear. Theſe are 


my unhappy Adventures; but this is not all I have to 
ſay: You muſt, my dear Thibault, in order to regain 
your Wife and Liberty, expoſe your Life to freh Dan- 
gers: ſpeak, do you think me worthy of ſo great a 
Teſtimony of your continued Love and Tenderneſs ? 
You cannot make a doubt of it, (aner d he) without 
being guilty of a greater Offence than all your Diſtrac- 


tion made you act — I ſwear to you, my dear Prin- 


ceſs, by the Pleaſure I had in obtaining you of your 
Father, by the Felicity I enjoy'd in being belov'd by 


you, by my Misfortune and by the Joy I feel in ſeeing 


you again, that T never adored you with more Ardour 


than J now do Fear not therefore to explain your- 


ſelf, command me, diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe. The 


fair Sullaneſs was charm'd with this tender Aſſurance, 


and there being nobody preſent that ſhe ſuſpected, ſhe 
again embraced her much-loved Husband, and then told 


him what ſhe had propoſed to the Sultan. Tis of the 


utmoſt Importance, (added foe) that you ſhould gain 
his Confidence by ſome ſignal Service, that my Detigns 
may the better ſucceed — he has already loſt ſeve- 


ral Battles, thro' the ill Conduct of his Generals; but 


if you fight for him, I doubt not of the Victory. — 


he cannot then refuſe you his Eſteem, which will ena- 


ble me to put my Project in Execution. | | 
T H E Count and Thibault approved of what ſhe ſaid ; 


but the young Prince begg'd ſhe would contrive it ſo, 
that he might accompany his Brother to the Army, his 


youthful Heart burning with Impatience to behold fo 
noble a Sight ; but the Queen told him ſhe could not 


. poſſibly gratify thoſe Teſtimonies of ſo early a Courage, 


tho' ſhe admired them, becauſe ſhe had given her pro- 
miſe to the Sultan, that both he and his Father ſhould 


remain at Court as Hoſtages for the Fidelity of Thibault, 


— —— After ſome further Diſcourſe, and renewed 
Embraces, ſhe order*'d them to retire, it growing to- 


wards the Hour in which the Sultan was. uſed to viſit 
| | e e 
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her. They were ſcarce out of the Room, before that 
Prince enter d; and having ask'd her if the valiant Cap- 
tive agreed with her Intentions : Yes, my lord, (re- 
phid (he) he is impatient to expreſs by his Services the 
orateful Senſe he has of his Obligations to us. The 
Sultan immediately commanded they ſhould all three be 
brought before him; and obſerving them more heedful- 
ly than he had done before, was infinitely charmed 
- with their good Mien: the venerable Age, and com- 
manding Aſpe& of the Prince of Ponthieu, excited his 
Reſpect; the Beauty and Vivacity of the young Prince, 
his Admiration; but in the noble Air, and manly Gra- 
ces of the accompliſhed Thibault, he fancied he diſco- 
ver'd an Aſſurance he would be able to anſwer the Cha- 
racter the Sultaneſs had given of nim—— The more he 
conſider'd him, the more he found to love and eſteem 
The Sultaneſs ( ſaid he) who has ſaved your Life, will 
needs, out of Love for me, and Reſpect for you, have 
you expoſe it in my Service I ſee nothing about you. 
but what ſerves to convince me I do not err, when 1 
place an entire Confidence in you: therefore you muſt 
prepare to ſet out to-morrow, I have in my Council 
declared you General. My Subjects are ſo fatigued and 
heartleſs with continual Loſſes, that they repine T en- 
deavour not to repair them by extraordinary Methods ; 
and tho* you are a Chriſtian, my Soldiers will with Joy 
obey you, if your Valour does but anſwer their Expec- 
tations, and the Character they have of you. After 
Thi ault had in the moſt handſome and ſubmiſſive man- 
ner aſſur'd him of his Zeal and Fidelity, that Prince 
proceeded to give him thoſe Inſtructions which were 
neceſſary ; and retiring, left him to receive thoſe of the 
Sultaneſs. a „ 

HE was no ſooner gone, than turning towards Thj- 
bault, You are going to fight againſt Infidels { /aid be) 
tho' you fight for one; but, my dear Husband! con- 
ſult my Repoſe as well as your own Courage, and fight 
to conquer, not to die ; remember I expoſe you, 
that I may the better ſave you He thank'd her for her 
obliging Fears, and promiſed to combat only * | 
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ſerve his Honour, and gain the Opportunity to deliver 
her It being time to retire, they quitted the Queen's 
Apartment, and returning to their own, a Slave brought 


to Thibault, a ſtately Veſt and Sabre, adorn'd with pre- 


cious Stones, a Preſent to him from the Sultan; he put 


them on, and attended that Prince at Dinner, who ſaw 


him with Pleaſure. They diſcourſed on the different 
Methods of making War, and the Sultan found his new 
General ſo conſummate in the Art, that he aſſured him- 
ſelf of Victory : he then preſented him to the chief 
Men of his Court. The reſt of the Day was employ'd 
in reviewing the Troops that were in 4/meria, As he 
was to go the next, he begg'd of the Sultaneſs by Say- 
da, that he might be permitted to bid her adieu with- 


out any Witneſſes; the fair Queen, who defir'd it with 


equal Ardour, appointed Night for the Interview 
ſo when all was' quiet in the Palace, he was introduced 


by that faithful Slave into the Apartment of his dear 


Princeſs. Then it was, that this long-ſeparated Huſ- 
band and Wife, now more in Love, if poſſible, than 


ever, renewed their Proteſtations of everlaſting A ffecti- 


on, and, forgetting the reſt of the World, gave a loofe 
to the Raptures of being once more bleſs'd, and the ſoft 
Hope of re-uniting themſelves, no more to be divided. 


Tranſports, and Day would have ſurprized them, had 
not Sayda given them Notice it was time to part. The 
Sultaneſs wept, and Thibault was extremely moved, but 


Reaſon reaſſuming its Empire, they embracing, bid 


each other adieu, begging Heaven they might ſoon meet 
again, He went not to Bed, employing the remaining 
Hours in taking leave of the Count de Ponthieu, and 
the young Prince his Son. He recommended 
his dear Princeſs to the former, entreating him to ne- 
glect no Opportunities of being with her, He then re- 
paired to the Sultan, to receive his laſt Commands, and 


ſet out with a Chearfulneſs that ſeem'd to preſage Suc- 


ceſs. | 
DURING his Abſence, the watchful Policy of 
the fair Sultaneſs contriv'd to acquire a great 3 of 
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Creatures, ready to undertake any thing to ſerve her; 
ſhe cauſed ſeveral Favours to be conferr' d on them, 
thro' the Intereſt the Count had with the Sultan, He 
was now grown prodigiouſly in his Favour—The Sultan 
uſed frequently to divert himſelf with hunting, it was 
an Exerciſe he extremely loved, and the Count under- 
ſtanding it perfectly, was always one of the Party, 
The Expreſſes which were continually brought of the 
Victories Thibault had gain'd over the Enemies, increaſ- 
ed the Sultan's Eſteem of the two Hoſtages. Three 
Months paſſed thus, with creating new Friends on the 
Queen's Side, and Confidence on the Sultan's ; but the 
Joy of both, tho' for different Reaſons, was compleat- 
ed, when a Courier arrived with the News that the con- 
quering Thibault had entirely vanquiſhed, cut the whole 
Army of the Foe in pieces, kill d their Prince with his 
own Hand, and not only recover'd the Dominion they 
had taken from the Sultan, but alſo added that of the 
bold Invader to his Empire Theſe glorious Actions 
were ſignaliz'd in Almeria by great Rejoicings; 
nothing was talk'd of, but the Bravery of the Captive, 
and the Obligations both E ing and People had to him. 
As for him, when he found no more Enemies to com- 
bat, he made haſte to garriſon the conquer'd Places, and 
having deputed ſuch Governours as he thought were 
faithful, return'd in Triumph to Almeria. The Sultan 
receiv*'d him as his Guardian Angel, reſtored him his 
Liberty, and preſs'd him to accept of the greateſt Pla- 
ces in his Empire, if he would change his Religion; 
but the other gave him to underſtand, tho' with the 
greateſt Reſpect, that he could not embrace his Favours, 
but aſfur'd him he would ſtay at his Court as long as 
he ſhould be wanted. This Refuſal was ſo far from in- 
cenſing, that the Sultan gave him the greater Eſteem 
for it; and this illuſtrious Warrior became ſo conſidera- 
ble at the Court of Almeria. that nothing was done but 
by his Advice, The Sultaneſs finding the Succeſs of 
her Project, now thought it time to put the finiſhing . 
Stroke to it — She pretended to be with Child, and 
that the Air of Almeria did not agree with her: a Re- 
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negada Phy/jcian, that ſhe had gain'd to her Intereſt, 
aſſur d the Sultan that her Life would be in Danger, if 
ſhe did not remove from where ſhe was; that Prince, a- 
larm'd by the Tenderneſs he had for her, begged her 
to make choice of any of his Houſes of Pleaſure, to go 


and reſide in. The Sultaneſs pitch'd on one which 
was by the Sea- ſide, and the way to which was by Sea. 
. The Sultan immediately gave Orders for the e- 
quipping a Galley, and the Queen took Care to fill it 
with Perſons entirely devoted to her Intereſt. When 
every thing was ready, ſhe begg'd the Sultan that the 
might be accompanied thither by the French Cavalier, 
for the Security of her Perſon; as for the Count de Pou- 
thieu and his Son, there was no Occaſion for asking 
leave for their Attendance, becauſe they belong'd im- 
mediately to her—-The Sultan made no ſcruple of grant- 
ing every thing ſhe deſired, and ſhe embark'd with her 
Father, her Brother and Husband, and the faithful 
Sayda; taking with her a Son of ſeven Vears old, which 
ſhe had by the Sultan, leaving in Aimeria a Daughter 
that was ſtill at the Breaſt. Heaven ſeeming to favour 
their Deſigns, they were no ſooner got to Sea, than cur 
Warriors, ſeconded by the Queen's Creatures, obliged 
the Slaves of the Galley to row directly to Brindes, where 
they happily arrived. The Princes gave the Chriſtian | 
Slaves their Liberty, and put in their places all the Sa- 
racens ſhe could purchaſe, with Orders to give the Su/- 
tan the following Letter. ; 


The Princeſs of PONTHIEU to the Sultan of . 
5 | | 


] F 1 had only your Generofity to have combated, I would 
have diſcover'd to you the Cauſe which urged me to 
this Flight convinc'd, that you would rather hawe r. 
Fawour'd than oppos'd it; but your Love and Religion being 0 
inſurmountable Obſtacles, I was oblig d to make uſe of l 
Artifice to be juſt. — I quit you not, my Lord, thro In- P 
conſtancy, 1 follow my Husband, my Father, and my Bro- 
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ther, who avere the three Captives whoſe Lives you grant- 


ed me; my Husband having expos'd his for your Glory, 


and the Security of your Dominions, has, in part, acquit- 


ted me of the Obligations I owe you Ian a Chri- 


ian, and was a Sovereign before your Wife ; Judge tbere- 


fore, whether my Rand and Religion did not demand this 
of me. -—— 1 ſhall always with Gratitude remember the 


Honour you have done me; I have left you my Daughter, 


being oblig'd to ab ndon her becauſe of her Youth © —__ 


Look on her, I intreat you, with the Eyes of a Father — 
I awifſh you all the Happineſs you deſerve, and ſhall with 


Ferwency beg of Heaven to blaſs you with that divine 1h 


lumination, which is the only thing in which your heroick 


. Virtues are deficient. 


PONTHIEU:; 


The Sultan ſaw the Galley return, and received the 
Princeſs's Letter, while ſhe was proſecuting her Journey 


to Rome; he was inconceivably afflicted at the News, 


but his Reaſon at length getting the better of his De- 
ſpair, he endeavour'd to comfort himſelf, by tranſplant 
ing all the Tenderneſs he had paid the Mother to the 


little Daughter. In the mean time, our illuſtrious Fu- 


gitives arrived at Rome, where they were received by 
the Pope with extraordinary Honours ; and after having 
reconciled the Princeſs and Sayda to the Boſom of the 
Church, they departed, loaded with Preſents and Fa- 
vours, to Ponthieu, where the unanimous Joy of the 
People for their Return is not to be expreſs'd —— — The 
Count dying ſome time after, his Son inherited his Do- 
minions; but that young Prince not long ſurviving, he 
left the Sovereignty to the Princeſs his Sitter, who with 
her Husband reign'd a long time in perfect Glory and 
happy Unity —— The Son ſhe had by the Sultan, mar- 


ried a rich Heireſs of Normandy, from whom are deſ- 
cended the Lords of Preau; and the Princeſs, who was 
left behind with the Sultan, was married to a Saracen 


Prince, and from. a Daughter of that Princeſs was born 


the 
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the famous Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, fo known and 
dreaded by all Chriſtianity, Dh 


MP I own, (/aid Urania, finding Felicia had done ſpeal- 
ing) that this Hiſtofy has a great deal in it prodigiouſly 
ſurprizing, and I find no other Fault in it, than that 
it appears too marvellous to be Truth. As for me, 
(/aid Florinda) there are ſeveral Incidents in it, which 
at the ſame time both aftoniſh'd and touch'd me. The 
Manner of amiable Florinda's repeating it, (added The- 
lamont) has given Graces to the moſt terrible Parts 
of it. I vow (/aid Orophanes) the Adventure which 
the Princeſs met with in the Foreſt, was not the eaſieſt 
to deſcribe ; and I moFe*than once trembled for Fl 
rinda in going through it. You rally (aid Camilla) 
but ſetting Jeſting apart, I do think ſhe gave us to under- 
ſtand with a great deal of Delicacy, that Misfortune + 
of the,unhappy Princeſs, and proved the moſt tender 
Unions are not always exempt from Trouble. The Hi- 
ſtory (added Orophanes) is really very beautiful, and 
well told; and it puts me in mind of ſome Particu- 
lars in Saladin's Life, which I'll impart to you. 
T H E Hour for Dinner put an End to this Converſa- 
tion; which beine over, they repaired to the Library; 
but tho' they had laid themſelves under a Law to read 
ſometimes, they did not always ſtrictly obſerve i. 
that charming Society having firſt eſtabliſh'd Liberty, 
there were ſome Days in which their Wit and Memory _ 
furniſh'd them with Subjects of Entertainment without 
the help of Books. Thelamont was the firſt that be- | 
gan; Since (ſaid he) I don't find you much diſpos'd to | 
obſerve that Silence which Reading exacts, and this , 
Cabinet is appointed for relating Paſſages in Hiſtory, Ill 
tell you one I found yeſterday in Athenæus, which 1 
was very much pleaſed with, and I make no doubt but } 
you will be ſo too Few Princes allow of their W » 
s 
0 
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Miniſters Ability, their Self. love making them lay their 
own Faults on them, and take to themſelves thoſe 
things which have ſucceeded. Philip of Macedon was | 
not of this Number; Atbenæus reports, that in the ve- Þ 
N | + 5 


** 


2 i 
1 Criſis of his greateſt Affairs, that Prince drinking 
hard with his Friends, gave an authentick Proof of tte 
Eſteem and Confidence he placed in his Miniſter ; Come, 
(ſaid that Monarch) 4% us drint, bet us drink, "tis Suffi® 
cient that Antipater doth not drink. This, in my Opi- 
nion (continued 'Thelamont) was as great a Teſtimony 
of Love, as a Prince could give a Subject; it is certain, 
that Philip muſt have been perſuaded, that that Miniſ- 
ter's Reaſon was more neceſſary to the State than his 
own. I was not a little pleaſed with reading it; there 
is, I think, ſomething in it free and natural, and at the 
me time great and noble. In the Heat of Wine, 
ad idſt the Licentiouſneſs of the Feaſts of thoſe Times, 
to be ſedate enough to account for his own Neglect, to 
thoſe who might have blamed him, and to beſtow 
Praiſes ſo full of Juſtice on his Miniſter, was a Proof, 
*that he who could debauch in that manner, was unca- 
pable of forgetting himſelf. Philip muſt have been 
as great a Prince, (/aid Florinda) as Antipater was 
' an excellent Stateſman 3 which proves, that let a Prince 
be ever ſo great, he always ſtands in need of good Coun- 
ſellors. Doubtleſs, (reply Thelamont) if Agrippa had 
only had common Genius. Auguſtus would never have 
been Maſter of the World. What Thelamont ſays (re- 
plyd Orophanes) is very juſt; Auguſtus often fell from 
the Character of Great in the moſt important Occa- 
ſions: there are ſome Paſſages in his Life, where he 
deſtends even to Meanneſs; for example, when he 
heard of the Defeat of his Army in Germany com- 
manded by Varro, he tore his Hair, and beat his Head 
againſt the Wall, crying out Varro, reflore me my Le- 
gions What Glory was this for Arminius, to have for- 
ced the Commander of the Univerſe to ſuch an Extra- 
vagance ? and in this particular, obſerve the Difference 
between the Genius of Auguſtus and that of Philip. 
This, out of a Greatneſs of Soul, takes a Pleaſure in 
doing honour td the Merit of his Miniſter ; the other, 
out of Weakneſs, adds to the Victory of his Enemy, 
by his fruitleſs Lamentations. Your. Notice of theſe 
Paſſages are extremely juſt (/ai4 Urania) and I _—— 
| can 
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J can add another equally blameable. I have read in 
Suetonius, that when he heard of the Princeſs Fu/ia's 
Behaviour, he condemned her to death; but repenting 
of it the next Moment, he took the moſt ridiculous 
Method in the World ; he ſent a Memorial to the Se- 
nate, in which, in a pathetick-manner, he expoſes the 
Shame and Infamy of his Houſe... His Reaſon once 
more returning, and getting the better of his Paſſion, 
he was ſenſible of the Error he had committed, and, 
 Senecaſays, tell into Tears, and cry'd out ſeveral times, 
T had not thus proclaimed my own Diſgrace, if Agrippa 
or Mecznas had been living. This Contrariety of 
Sentiment {/aid Florinda) ſhows the want, indeed, he 
had of a prudent and underſtanding Miniſter; yet there 
are Princes who do not care to have about em Genius's 
ſuperior to their own : of which, Emanuel, King of 
Portugal is an Example. That Prince having a Letter 
of Importance to write, commiſſion'd a Man of known 
Wit in his Court to do it. The Gentleman having ac- 
quitted himſelf of his Truſt, waited on the King with 
it; that Monarch, after having read it, took one out 
of his Pocket, that he had wrote himſelf, and comparing 
them, confeſs'd that of the Courtier was the beſt, and 
that he would make uſe of it. The Gentleman having 
made ſome Reflections on the Adventure, went to one 
of his Friends, and told him, that he had ſettled his 
Affairs, and was come to take leave of him. His Friend 
having as'd the Reaſon of his ſudden Departure, There 
is no longer any ſafety for me at Court, (a»/wer'd he) 
the King knows I have more Wit than he has. What 
followed, ſhowed that he had taken the wiſeſt Reſolu- 
tion; for Emanuel cauſed him to be ſearched for, in or- 
der to ſacrifice him to his Jealouſy, It muſt be al- 
lowed (ſaid Felicia) that it is very difficult to know 
Mankind, the higher they are in Rank, the leſs poſſible 
it is to ſee into the Sincerity of their Heaxts. An inti- 

mate Friend of Ciceros, asked him one Day, what he 
thought of Cz/ar, after he had made himſelf Maſter 
of the Republick ? Stay (reply'd that great Senator) till 


he 
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he is in peaceable Poſſeſſion of it, and you ſhall * 
judge of him yourſelf; but remember, that the Pupil 
of Ariſtotle, ſo wiſe and knowing, became paſſionate, 
debauched, proud and cruel, when he no longer had 
any thing to fear. I think (aid Camilla) 'twill be a 
ſhame for me to be the only one that does not produce 
ſome Paſſage in Hiſtory ; and, fince you have all ſpoke, 
tis but juſt for me to take my Turn, What Thela- 
mont ſeems to be moſt taken with, is the Juſtice Phi- 
tip paid his Miniſter ; but what pleaſes me moſt, is 
what I have read of the Manners of the Antients in the 
ſtrictneſs of their Friendſhips, *tis in that they moſt 
ſurpaſs us, and we give ourſelves leſs trouble in imi - 
tating them in that, than in any thing, f any one 


| ſhould attempt it, he would be made a Jeſt of: What 


Difference is there in our Behaviour, in regard to Friend- 
ſhip, and the religious Obſervation of it in Xenophon's 
Time ? they look'd on it then as the molt eſſential Qua- 
lification of a Man of Honour, and they gain'd as much 
Fame by it, as by the moſt illuſtrious Virtues, - They 


died, (. ſaid that noble Athenian, ſpeaking of the Grecian 


Captains that the Perſians had ſo perfidiouſly maſſacred) 
they died, as they had lived, without Reproach either 
in War or Friendſhip —— Who would venture to ma 

ſuch an Encomium in the funeral Orations of the great 


Men of this Age ? Is there one to be now met with, 


in whom ſuch a Confidence could be put, as that which 
Crates, the famous Philoſopher, placed in his two 


Friends when he was dying; who, in his Will, left to 


one of them the Care of providing for his Mother, and 
to the other, that of educating his Daughter, marrying 
her, and giving her a Portion ; and in caſe one of them 


ſhould die, he ſubſtituted the S r in his room, to 
take care of both h and Daughter in the ſame 


manner: The two Friends accepted of the Truft in full 
Senate, and expreſs'd as much Satisfaction in thoſe Marks 


of Confidence, as they were charm'd with being able to 

comply with them. This Remark, ( /aid Thelamont) 

which the agreeable Camilla has made, is the more 

to * admired, becauſe I am convinced ſhe ſpeaks %= 
| er 
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her Heart; for it is certain, we cannot be touch'd with 
the Effects of a Virtue which we are not capable of 
practiſing. You reward me very gallantly (reply'd/be) 


for the Silence I have obſerv'd, and the little J have 


faid ; but, I believe, (continued foe) that ſerious Matters 
have taken up enough of our Time, we had beſt now 


divert ourſelves with walking. At theſe Words, the 
Company roſe, and repair'd to the River-ſide. 


 _ OROPHANES, who always attack'd Felicia on 
the Paſſages that were quoted, now laid hold on Friend- 


ſhip. If Friendſhip ( ſaid he) is a Virtue, the want of 


It muſt be a great Vice; and the beautiful Qualities of 


Felicia muſt be imperfect, fince ſhe has not that. Can 
you never complain (aner d fe ſmiling) without of- 
fending me ? Do you confound Love with Friend- 


ſhip ? If I have nothing to ſay to the firſt, I value my- 


ſelf very much upon the laſt; and if I were worthy 
of the Trouble of an Hiſtorian, ſhould deſerve the Elo- 


gium that Xenophon gives thoſe Grecians. If ſo (/aid 


he) give me the means of writing your Hiſtory, and by 
ſome fignal Mark of your Friendſhip for me, engage 
my Pen to chant your Praiſes ; 1:t me talk to you df 


Love, and do you entertain me with Friendſhip: by 


this means you'll ſoften the Rigour of my Chains, with- 


- out wounding your auſtere Virtue, and oblige me, in 


Gratitude, to make your Encomium. Indeed, {aid 
Thelamont) *tis my Opinion that Orophanes very well 
deſerves to be treated with leſs Rigour ; and if you 
have not more Humanity, you'll find that all your 


Friends will take his part againſt you. I'm certain (/aid 


Florinda) that Orophanes's Fate concerns us all; as for 


me, I declare myſelf on his Side. I do the ſame (cry! 


Camilla) my gay Humour will not permit me to ſee 
any body ſuffer. This is too much, ( ſaid Felicia) and 
I don't know how I ſhall come off in ſo unequal a Com- 
bat, if Urania does not take my part. Urania ſmil'd, 


and made no other Anſwer than by ſinging the following 


Words: 
When 


£195] 


I ben with Paſſion we admire,  _. 
In wain the favourite Lover ſues: 
Me fear to own the ſecret Fire, _ 
Le by yielding weſpould loſe : 
 Trifling\Aﬀe#ions are with eaſe reveal d, 
But that's moſt fervent, which is moſt conceaÞd. 


- 


WHAT (aid Felicia) do you compoſes off hand 
againſt me? I did not expect ſuch a piece of Treaſon 
from dear Urania. The Company diverted themſelves 
for ſome time with Felicia's Confuſion, and very much 
applauded Urania's Air, making her repeat it more than 
once; and, notwithſtanding the Vexation of her amia- 
ble Friend, they agreed, that ſhe had exquiſitely laid 
open the Heart in-theſe Lines ; fince nothing is more 


certain, than that the Apprehenſion of loſing the Eſteem 


of the Man they love, makes Women ſo often conceal 
their true Sentiments. mn 42 07% 450833 0 
THEY were ſtill reaſoning on this, when they were 


inform'd of the Arrival of phis and Acantes, two Gen- 
tlemen who were nearly related to The/amont. * Urania 


knew them, but, the reſt of the Company did not. 


| Thelamont having preſented them to the Ladies, Urania 


ask'd them, if the: Favour of their Viſit was owing 
to chance or Defign ? As Sincerity is a Mark of Reſpect 
(an euer di Acantes gayly) what we owe you, Madam, 
obliges us to own, that Hunting has occaſion'd us the 
Honour of waiting on you at this Time; — that Exer- 
ciſe having led us to follow our Game on your Eſtate, 
we thought it our Duty, before we left it, to pay you 
our Reſpects. I find then //a:4 Thelamont) that Hunt- 
ing is ſtill your darling Recreation. I am till the fame, 
dear Thelamont (ſaid he) in every thing, always free, 
gay, and eaſy," without Reſtraint or Paſſion, and I con- 
feſs I find nothing capable of amuſing me ſo agreeably 
as this Exerciſe. But (/a:d Urania) I am furpriz'd that 
Iphis is complaiſant enough to accompany you in it, 
for I know he is no Sportſman, his grave and ſerious _ 
Humour does not admit of- any violent Exerciſes. Vou 

F © 0. om 
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„ 1 
gay true, Madam, (reply Tphis) but we muſt ſome: 
times oblige our Friends: I Haut with him, and in re. 
turn he conſents to Think with mee. 
THEY laugh'd heartily at this Anſwer, and the 

Conformity that there was between the Humours of 
Camilla and Florinda, and Acantes and Tphis, occaſion'd . 
a good deal of fprightly Wit on all fides. I believe 
(aid Florinda) that if Acantes would not be ſo complai- 
ſant to his Friend, he'd ſcarce miſs a Party at Hunting 
to oblige Ibis. Upon my Word (anfwer'd Acantes, 
avith a very pleaſant Eagernt/s) tis well the Perſon that 
accuſes me of ſo much Ingratitude is beautiful as you 
are, or I ſhould very much reſent it. What! does ſay- 
ing a Man is a very great Hunter, imply he is full of 
Defects?· Becauſe I love that Sport, am I in- 
capable of loving my Friends ? —— I have heard, (re- 
ph Florinda) that a Man entirely given to Hunting 
can love nothing elſe; he is always ready to quit his 
deareſt Friends, and the moſt agreeable Companions, to 
hunt a Stag, or chaſe a Hare. When he is in the Heat 
of his Sport, he can think of nothing elſe. At his 
Return, fatigu'd and weary d, he juſt gives himſelf time 
to gratify his Thirſt and Hunger, then in the Arms of 
Sleep takes that repoſe he ſo much wants. The 
next day reſuming the ſame Amuſement, tis abſolutely 
impoſſible to have any Society with him, tho' he were 
the moſt amiable Man in the World : How can ſuch a 
Man be depended on, who ſeems to forget Mankind for 
Brutes, and being always with them, oft contracts their 
_. Habits of Fierceneſs and Inconſtancy ? Upon my Word, 
Madam, -{ /aid Acantes) you have drawn a fine Picture 
of a Hunter; if he has a mind to be univerſally diſ- 
eſteemed, tis but obliging the World to liſten to you: but 
what gives me the greateſt Concern, is, that you ſpeak 
with ſo much Wit and Grace, that you muſt infallibly 
be beliey'd ; therefore I will not aim at anſwering you 
with Reaſons, but with Demonſtration : I will, in re- 
venge, become furiouſly in love with you, follow you 
every where, adore you, and ſacrifice my moſt precious 
time to you, and yet ſtill cogtinue a Sportſman ; I wil 
2 | e MT 204M 
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go out and hunt, and at my Return, lay at your Feet the 
Animals I have ſubda'd-in/ the Woods; Tit only think 
of you, and the Pleaſure of ſeeing you ſhall make me 


haſten home: and, I will ſo well convince you that a 
Hunter can love with Ardor, that, perhaps, in your 
Turn, you will delight in Hunting too, The Diſpute 
was ſo diverting, that they were unwilling to interrupt 
it; but Orophanes finding that Fhrinda was at a Loſs 
how to anſwer the Gallantry of Arames, endeavoured to 
draw Camilla into the fame Nonplus: "Twould be plea- 
fant (/aiq he) if Acantes ſhould perſuade Florinda to love 


Hunting, and Ip learn Calla to be Thoughtful, 


Don't bring me imo the Diſpute, (aid be) leave every 


Bodys Temper to themſelves; T'll leam nothing that 
can interrupt my Gaiety, and all the Shdity of his s 


Mind, not give a Check to the Vivacity of mine. 
As Heaven {anftoe”2d Tphis) has not endow'd any one 


Perſon with all the different Accompliſhmerits, ſince 
Camilla has not Gravity enough, nor 1 Gaiety, in ſome 
fort to improve Nature's handy-work ; let us endea- 
vour to unite dur Minds and Hearts, that out of us two, 
we may make one perfect one. The Propoſal is very 


Precty, ( Urania) and tho? extremely gallant not 
at 


contradictory to the Philoſophy that pb pro- 
feſſes. Tho' it may not difturb his Philoſophy, it ma 
my Nepdſe, (reph' Camilla Jniling) therefore I will 
not come into it. Urania ſeeing it was near Supper · 
time, invited the two Friends to ſtay, knowing that 
their Seat was near enough to go home at Night: they 
embrac'd her Offer with Pleaſure; and this agreeable 
Society having walk'd a little longer, enter'd the Houle, 
and plac'd themſelves at Table. Acantes ſaid a thou- 
ſand bright Things to Forinda, who anſwer d him with 
a Mildneſs, mix d with a Vivacity, which vety much 
diverted, As Iphis had a fine Voice, they begg'd him 
to ſing; he did not give them the Trouble to preſs 
him much, and finding it would be ſoon time to take 
leave, ſung the following Words, addreſſing himſelf to 
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Since from Iris I muſt part; | $$ og 


Fate tears me from your Arms, 


Let in Chains * Bold my Heart: 


O let that go, or heep.me bere, 
Is you and Heawes decide; 
The Gods will own lis too * 
Me from myſelf thus to divide. 


HI receiv'd a-thouſand A pplauſes for the hom: 
neſs of his Voice, and the Words, which were his-own, 
1 affure you (aid Camilla) that I would be glad to 


afford him ſome. of my Mirth, but not deprive him of 


Thinking, ſince it is to that Quality we owe the Beauty 
of theſe Lines. I am perſuaded ¶ aid Florinda) that 
they can never be wanting, where you are the Object, 


The Repaſt over, Jpbis and Acantes, after embracing. 


Thelamont and Orophanes, and ſaluting the Ladies, took 
Horſe, and with regret, quitted this amiable Aſſembly. 


The Moment of their Departure, being that in which 


Vrania was accuſtom'd to retire; ſhe led Camilla and Fh- 
3 to their Apartment; and Thelamont and Orophanes, 
having waited on her and Felicia to theirs, they all en- 
deavour'd to take that Repoſe which * attends on 
che Shades of * _ 


hs A = #A_ XX 


[FOURTH DAY. 


* 
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ST r awake, than the 


3 Meſſenger ſhe had ſent to Geronte, return'd 
#2 U $7 with. a Letter, in which the found.theſe 


_—_— 
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GERONTE to URANTA. 


"HATEV EF Ris the Motive that has favour'd 
me with ſome Marks e your Remembrance, I 
cannot help being ſenfible of them, tho" I am very well aſ- 
ſured, my Preſence is not agreeable to you : [ſhould have 
given myſelf the Satisfaction of waiting on you, had I not 
been prevented by the Hurry of Buſineſs, occafion'd by a 
conſiderable Law ſuit, which a near Relation of Thela- 
mont*s has commenc'd againſt ne His Proceedings 
are ſo vigorous, that I am in danger of leſing no leſs than 
l whole Eftate 3. JI awould come to an Accom. 
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ſelf more clearly, ſhe 
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modation, but he auill hearken to no Terms : ſo that in a 
very little Time, he wwill be entirely ſatisfy'd, fince my 
Ruin will inevitably rate from me the Power of perſe- 
euting you with a Paſſion, which you never approv'd of 


from the 
| | Unfortunate 


 GERONTE. 


| THIS Letter occafion'd RefleQions in Urania, 


which took her up ſome Hours; but at length aſſuming 
a Reſolution worthy of herſelf, ſhe ſent to deſire The- 


lam:nt to come to her in her own Apartment. He 


was no ſooner enter'd, than f he took. notice there ap- 
r'd an uncommon Concern in her Countenance, and 


_ eagerly ask'd, what was the Cauſe ? Urania, * 


Mind was ſtill taken up with the Diſcourſe ſhe had 
make to him, anſwer'd no otherwiſe, than by preſent- 


ing to him the Letter ſhe had juſt receiv'd from Geronte. 
He read it attentively ; and eafily gueſſing, by the 


Knowledge of Urania's Generoſity, the Cauſe of her 


Chagrin, and ſenfible ſhe was not ignorant how much 
it was in his Power to be ſerviceable to this unfortu- 


nate Gentleman. Is it poſſible, Madam, ( ſaid be] that 


knowing the Authority you have over me, you fhould 


be embarras'd to declare your Sentiments? — I read 
in your Eyes, that you demanded a ſignal Proof of my 


nP 


| Love; Iam ready to ſacrifices my Lite for 50at Can 
you queſtion my being ſo, to obey any Commands you 


can lay upon me? —— I expected no leſs from your 
Generoſity (/aid/he) and I have prais'd a thouſand times 
that happy Sympathy, which makes us always think 
and act in the ſame manner. —— Then explaining her- 
d him to uſe his Intereſt to 
ſerve Geronte in this Aﬀair, and to endeavour to bring 
his Kinſman, over whom ſhe knew he had an Influence, 
to terms of Accommodation. Lay aſide (added be) the 


| Intereſt of your Heart, and conſult nothing but the no- 
bleneſs and humanity of your Soul: and by this Effort, 


force 


{ 
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ſorce Geronte to acknowledge, t hat no Body but Thes 


Jamont can deſerve Urania. Such engaging Perſua- 
fions had the Effect they merited: The enamour'd The- 
lamont promis'd to act with Vigaur, and that if Geravte 
ſhould fail of conſeſſing, as he caught, the Favour 
yet by doing it, he ſhould think himſelf bleſt in con- 
yincing her of the diſintereſtedneſs and purity of his 
Affection. They then agreed that he ſhould depart im- 
mediately about it, and what ever Grief it was to deprive 
themſelves of the Pleaſure of being together, the Great- 
neſs of their Souls, permitted them not, on this Qcca- 


| Gon, to expreſs any regret. 


THE Family was ſoon appriz'd that Thelamont was 


| about to depart ; and Camilla and Flrinda, hafted with 
 Orophanes, to Urania's Chamber, to learn the occaſion o 


it. Felicia, who had a mind to teize Oraphanes, told 
them, that Urania found the Gentleman prolong'd their 
Viſit to a greater. ſpace of time than ſhe defir'd, and 
had therefore deſir'd them to withdraw for a little 


while. How ! (rend Orophanes) is not Urania ſatisfy'd 


with baniſhing my Friend, but muſt I be ſent away too?, 
Upon my word I ſhall not ſhow that implicit li 
ence as Thelamont does, I ſhall not leave this Place wil · 
lingly. Camilla and Flarinda, who lov'd Urania tenderly, 
ſhew'd ſo much uneaſineſs at thisſudden Change, which, 
they imagin'd, had proceeded from ſome miſunderſtand- 
ing beeween the Lovers, that ſhe was oblig'd to acquaint 
them with the Truth. "154 T1361 
WHILE the was doing this, Felicia took Orophenes 


afide, and d him to accompany -The/amant. Charm 


ing Felicia ¶ ſaid he) I can be of no ſervice to him in 
the Affair he is undertaking, and my Preſence is ex- 


tremely ſo to that which is of the utmoſt Moment to 


myſelf. But (reph'd foe) I am ſerious in what I now 
ſay to you, I cannot ſuffer you to continue here with · 
out Thelamont ; you are not ſo indifferent to me, but 
that my Fame is frighted at it, This Acknowledge 
ment (roſum'd be) is too favourable not to ſoften the 
Rigour of your Command —['ll obey you, ſince you'll 
have it ſo; —— but lovely Felicia (added be, witb a 
; 218 4 97gh) 
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Sies) I ean't tell how the Preſence or Abſence of Th: 


Jamont can be of any Conſequence to your Fame, ſince 


here ſtill remain Witneſſes enough of your Prudence, 
and my Reſpect, to preſerve it from any . Suſpicion. 
No matter (an euer d Felicia) Urania and Thelamont be- 


have themſelves with ſo much Wiſdom and Virtue, 


that by them I am reſolv'd to direct my Actions. 
Tho' none of us but know _ love each other ten- 


derly, yet both preſerve that Decorum and Reſerve, 


that we admire their Paſſion, without being able to 
blame it ;:=———— Let us then imitate them, Orophanes, 


and by our Conduct, render ourſelves worthy the Eſteem 


of two ſuch extraordinary Friends. Felicia ſpoke this 


in ſo abſolute a manner, that Orophanes durſt offer no 


more in Oppoſition ; ſo joining with the reſt of the 


Company, he ſaid he would accompany Thelamont, and 


not return till he did. But (aid Camilla) what will 


then become of the Adventures of Saladin, which you 


promiſed to tell us? for I am not at all inclineable to 
excuſe you from keeping your Word. I can eaſily ac- 


quit myſelf of that (anſeer d he) pulling out a Paper, 


and preſenting to Felicia; J had writ them, that I might 


the more correctly inform you of them: but fince I am 
depriv'd of ſo great a Pleaſure, this Lady will oblige you 
with reading them. y 


B this time, every thing being ready for the two 
Friends departure, they took their leave of the Char- 
mers they left behind em, with Looks, whieh. ſufficient- 
ly denoted the Pleaſure they enjoy d in their Company 
| The Ladies expreſs'd a Concern-not much infe- 
rior; but having agreed to meet again at Beſi/a's, they 


ſeparated with the flattering Hopes of ſeeing each other 


ſoon again. Their Departure occaſion'd a Melancholy 
in the Hearts of Urania and Felicia, which ſoon com- 


municated itſelf to Camilla and Flarinda; and there was 


ſuch a Silence, as might have been taken for Grief : 
but Urania recollecting herſelf, and, with an amiable 
Smile, looking on her three Friends, I ſee (/aid fe) the 
thoughtfulneſs I have been in for a Moment has alrea- 


dy been infeRious z=—— your Friendſhip for me, has 


h made 
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made you conform to my Humour; — but I beg you 
to excuſe me, you know the Reaſon, and may the ber- 
ter pardon it. I aſſure you aid Florinda) we do not 
at all blame you—we always find a Pleaſure in follow- 
ing the Motions of your Heart, fince in what Situation 
ſoever it be, it has always a thouſand Charms. Lrania 
thank'd her for ſo kindly excuſing what ſhe could look 
on no otherwiſe than as a Weakneſs : But, I believe, (ad- 


died ſbe) till dinner-time, we may divert ourſelves in 


hearing the Story of Saladin, if Felicia will give us the 
Pleaſure of reading it to us, I am ready (reply d he 
on Condition that to prevent our being interrapted, we 
retire into the Wood Her Friends approv'd of her Pro- 
poſal, and being got thither, and all ſeated in the plea- 
ſanteſt part of it; Felicia took out the Paper which Oro- 
pbanes had left with her, and in the moſt graceful man. 
ner read theſe Words. "Oy 


The Adventures of SALADIN, Sultan 


DON'T undertake to tell you the Life of Sa/adin'; 
vou know by the Hiſtory which Florinda has re- 
lated to you, that he is deſcended from a French Princeſs. 
Tt ſeem'd as if Nature, notwithſtanding the Superſtitions 
of his Religion, which he imbibed with his Milk, had 
endow'd him with all the Virtues requifite to make 
him worthy of his illuſtrious Birth; he was generous, - 
magnificent, affable, friendly, a Lover of Vertue and 
great Actions, and more capable of performing em, 
than a great many of thoſe he endeayoured to imitate :' 
he was a good Soldier, great Captain, as able in 
Peace as in War; and a molt refin'd Politician. _—— This 
is a ſmall Sketch of the Character of that Saladin, of 
$5 G 5 1 wiuhoſe 
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Whoſe Lift 1 ſhall give you but one Incident, as a ſuf: 


ficient Teſtimony of the. Greatneſs of his Soul and Ge- 


nerolity. | 


HE had concluded a Truce with the Chriſtians, and 


was willing to make uſe of it by travelling incognito 
through Exrope ; and in Perſon to ſee, and know the 


The Dangers of ſuch an Enterprize could not deter 


him from endeavouring to make himſelf Maſter of 
the Advantages of it: He embarked in the Habit of | 


an Armenian Merchant, attended by fifteen of the prin- 
cipal Lords of his Court, all diſguiſed in the ſame 
Manner, and provided with a great Number of Dia- 
monds ; which they expos'd to Sale, the better to ap- 
| pear for what they Lem'd. They firſt landed at Venice, 


and from thence paſſing to Bolonia through a Wood, at | 


the cloſe of the Evening, they met with the Count of 
Bentivolio returning from Hunting, This Lord ſeeing 
Strangers, without a Guide, ready. to ſtrike into. the 
thickeſt Part of a Foreſt where Thieves every Day at- 


tack'd and murdered Paſſengers, accoſted them, and made 


them ſenfible of the Danger they were in, and defired 


them for that Night, to accept of his Caſtle, and in the 


Morning he would cauſe them to be conducted to Bolonia; 
and at the ſame time made known to them his Name and 


tion: after many reciprocal Civilities on the Way, the 
Count took Notice, that. the reſt of the Armenians paid 
very great Reſpect to Snladin; and as his Perſon had a 
certain Air of Grandeur and Majeſty, which Princes can- 
not hide, the Count conceived a more than ordinary Re- 
gard for him, which increaſed in proportion as he con- 
verſed with him; for Saladin and his Retinue talking 
very good Halian, he eaſily diſcovered his good Senſe 
and Underſtanding. They ſoon arrived at the Caſtle, 
Where the Counteſs being apprized of her Husband's In- 
tentions, received them with a particular Civility, 
AFTER Supper, they were conducted to magnificent 
Apartments ; but having an Inclination to , 
18416 * 
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ſtrength of the Chriſtian Princes in League againſt bim. 


ality. Our pretended Armenians embraced his Invita- 
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they were for the firſt moment, believing they were of 
a Quality ſuperior to what they pretended, he invited 
'em to hunt with him the next Morning; which being 
aſſented to, he:had ſtill the better opportunity of diſco- 
vering the Merits of his illuſtrious Gueſts. From one 
Amuſement to another he diverted em for three Days, 
and was, in that time, ſo charm'd with the Wit and. 
graceful Behaviour of Saladin, that the Thoughts of be- 
ing ſeparated from him ſeem'd painful. + The feigu d 
4rmenians took alſo a particular Friendſnip for him, and 
expreſs d a great Tenderneſs for the young Marquiſs of 
Hentivolio, the Count and Counteſs's Son: but Saladin. 
who had greater Views than Pleaſure in his Head, was 
reſoly'd to purſue his Journey, and not being willing to | 
depart without giving his noble Hoſts ſome Teſtimonies 
of his Eſteem, he | deſired the Count to permit him to 
make a preſent to his Lady, of ſamething that might 
preſerve him a place in her remembrance. This noble- 
minded Gentleman was very unwilling to conſent, hut 
being preſo' d, at laſt ſubmitted ; and Saladin gave her a 
Diamond of ſo great a Value, that ſhe, who only ex- 
pected a trifling Piece of Gallantry of no canſequence, 
refus'd it: but he aſſuring her, that he ſhould take beg 
denial as an Affront, and that what ſremed to her as a 
magnificent preſent, was nothing in, compat᷑ iſa of what 
he would: willingly have done in return ſor theit Civi- 
lities; and in fine, infifted ſo handſomely un her taking 
it, that the Count was forc'd to make her accept it. 
She, on the other ſide, being willing to expteſi the 
Gratitude and Eſteem ſhe had for Saladin, made him a 
Preſent of a magnificent Veſt, embroidered with: Gold; 
and enrich'd with Pearls, which ſhe. herſelf had work'd 
and deſigned for the Count her Husband. Sea/adr was 
charm'd with it, and by bis Manner of receiving it, 
plainly ſhewed that the. Friendſhip of the Giver was 
dearer to him than any thing At length, part they 
muſt, tho' with an equal Reluctance on both ſides. 
THEIR taking leave of each other was moving: 82. 
ladin departed with his Retinue, to which, the Count 
all x Grain, and Sur to Enit hem to 
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Bolonia with ſafety. ———— The feigned Merchants de- 


the Gentleman aſſured them that he would, and led em 
to a ſtately Palace, where they were regal'd with the 


utmoſt Magnificence. Saladin, ſurpriz d at this Ad- 


venture, ask*d the meaning ef it, but could get nothing 
out of the Gentleman, till it was explain'd by the arrival 


of the Count and Counteſs of Bentivolio; who, willing 7 
d 


to put him into a little pleaſing Aſoniſhment, had caus 


him to be carry'd to their Palace; the Caſtle, where be- 


fore they had been entertain'd, being only a retirin 


place, which, at ſome Seaſons of the Year, they choſe 


to reſide in for the benefit of the Air. 


SALADIN was extremely delighted with this 
Piece of Gallantry, and expreſs'd his. Gratitude *by a 


thouſand Acknowledgments. - The Count ſhow'd him 


all the Beautzes of that great and opulent City. - There 
Happen'd to be a Tournament, in which Saladin, and the 
Lords of his Court, appear'd with ſo much Magnificence 
and Addreſs, that they carried the greateſt Honqur of 
it, and no body queſtion'd, but that thoſe illuſtrious. 
Strangers were much above the Rank they would have 


paſa'd for. 


AFTER he had tay'd eight Days in Bolonia he ſet for- 


ward on his Joyrney, vowing an Eternal Friendſhip for 
the Count and Counteſs ; who on their Side, were ſenfi- 
bly touch'd at the Separation: -and the more ſo, becauſe 


they could not by all their Induſtry diſcover who he was, 


and had little hope of ever ſeeing him again. 


584 AD.IN repair'd to Rome, and from thence, 


thro' the Courts of all the Chriſtian Princes, making 
himſelf a Judge: of what he might expect from ſuch 
powerful Enemies ; this done, he return'd to his own 
Dominions, to prepare for War, where with Firmneſs, he 

ed the Chriftjan Army, which met with the un- 
fortunate Succeſs that Hiſtory informs us of ; our Forces 
being defeated and deſtroyed by that powerful and in- 
trepid Foe. The Count of Bestivolio, who. was one of 
thoſe who had taken up the Croſs, was made Priſoner, 
and on dividing the Slaves, he fell ä of a 
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fred their Guide td ſhow em the beſt Inn in the Town; 
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Grandee of Saladin's Court; where having conceal'd his 
Name and Quality, he was employed about the meaneſt 
Offices. As Hunting was the- Count's favourite Diver- 
ſion, he took notice that his Maſter, who was alſo ex- 
tremely fond of it, had great numbers of fine Dogs; but 

not being broke as our Earepean Packs, they loſt a. 
great deal of their Merit. He undertook it without 
mentioning it to any body, to break fix of them; and 
fſucceeded fo well, that his Maſter, to whom he preſented 
them, was charmed with the change he found in them : 
the Count told him, that if he would give him his 
Liberty, he would engage to make all his Hounds as 
much under command as theſe fix. The Saracen Lord 
promis'd he would, and ſet him to work; the Count by 
this means leſſened the Severity of his Captivity, this 

Buſineſs appearing to him, more noble than what he had 

formerly been employ'd in. He acquitted himſelf 

in a very little time of his Promiſe, having broke the 
„ Whole beautiful Pack. The Saracen was ſo well pleas d, 
| that he gave him great Rewards, but aſſur'd him *twas 
not in his Power to reſtore him to his Liberty, *Tis 
eaſy to believe that this News. was a prodigious Shock 
to the Hopes that he had been flattered with, and that 
he ſtood in need of all his Reaſon and Philoſophy, to e- 
nable him to ſubmit to his Deſtiny; but there is no- 
thing ſo much entitles one to the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
as patient ſuffering what the divine Decree is pleas'd 
to inflict ; ſuch a Perſon rarely, if ever, is diſappoin- 
ted in his Hope of Redreſs. The Count reap'd the Be- 
nefit of his Reſignation, and all the Afflictions he at 
| Preſent labour'd under, ſerv'd but to endear approaching 
Po COTE 
 +SALADIN having heard great talk of his Mini- 
ſter's fine Pack of Hounds, and under what a prodigious 

Diſcipline they were, order'd him to bring his huntin 

Equipage, that he might partake the Diverſion witl 

him: the Lord obey'd, and gave Orders to the Count 

that every thing might be ready. He had reaſon to be 
ſatisfy'd, for the Dogs perform'd wonders; and the Sul. 
tan being tranſported, would know by what means be 
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had render'd ſo numerous a Pack of Hounds ſo obedient; 
The Saracen Grandee own'd to him, that he had a 
Chriftian Slave, who, in hopes of his Liberty, had broke 
'em for him; and that the firſt time he had hunted with 
'em, he had look'd on it as a prodigy. Saladin begg'd 
the Slave of him, that he might do the ſame Service for 
him, and commanded he ſhould be brougbt to him. 
He came, but how great was his Aſtoniſhment, when, 
in the Perſon of the Slave, he found the Count of Benti- 
volio ! his Generoſity and Friendſhip.made him ſee him 
in Fetters with the utmoſt Concern. His firſt 
thought was to catch him in his Arms, but reflecting on 
the Conſequences of ſuch an Action, he reſtrain'd him- 


ſelf, tho' not without Pain. The whole Court took no- 


tice that there was a vaſt Alteration in his Countenante, 
but none gueſs'd at the meaning of it; Chance having 
order'd it fo, that not one of the Lords, who attended 
him in his Travels, was preſent. Saladin ask'd the 
Count in LTalian, his Country, Quality, Age, and the 


Condition of his Family, and his own Eſtate: he fatisfy'd 
him in every particular, his Name and Quality excepted. 


The Sultan ſmiled at his Anſwer, and then ask'd him, 
if he would undertake to take care of his Pack of Hounds. 
Ihe Count trembled with Horror at the Propoſal, 
foreſecing, that when he ſhould be once the Sultan's 
Slave, there could be no further hopes of regaining his 
Liberty either by Ranſom or Exchange. S. ladin, who 
heedfully obſerved his every Motion, perceiv'd the Trou- 


ble he was in; and being willing to put an end to it, I 


promiſe you (aid be) if you ſucceed as well as you have 
done, I will give you your Liberty, and I ſwear to it by 
Mahomet. The Count re-aſſur'd by that Oath, which 
is inviolable among the Saracens, told the Sultan he was 
ready to obey him. tr ems. 
SALADIN order'd him to be lodg'd in his own Pa- 
lace ; but the Amazement the Count was in at ſeeing 
himſelf conducted into a magnificent Apartment, is not 
to be expreſs'd: he was ſo far from being treated as a 
Slave, when he came there, that he found ſeveral at his 


Command, who attended on him after the European 


manner. 


— 
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manner. His Surprize was ſtill increas'd, when going 
about to teach the Dogs, he found he had only the trou- 


ble of diſciplining them, as he might have done his own 


for his Diverſion twenty Slaves being always ready 
to wait on him, and obey him. He was cight Days in 
this Situation, each of which was diſtinguiſh'd by ſome 
Preſent from the Sallan. So many Favours, and, as he 
thought, unmerited, made him tremble, leſt they ſhould 
be the Bribe to ſomething, the Performance of which 


would have been worſe than Slavery. In the mean time, 
the eight Days being expired, Saladin gave the fifteen 


Lords who had travell'd with him, notice to attend him; 
and order'd the Count to appear before him. He was in- 


troduc'd into the Royal Cloſet, where he found the Sal. 


tan alone, who looking fixedly on him, and perceiving 


huis Eyes were caſt down, as ruminating on the ſequel of 
this Adventure, Lift up your Eyes ( /aid he io him) and 


ſee if you do not remember the Face of the Sultan of 
AX 905 Sir (reply d the Count, with more Aſſurance) you 
have Features which are not unknown to me, and tho 
there are but few. Men of your auguſt Preſence, yet I 


have ſeen one who had the Honour to reſemble you ; but 


whether it be an Effect of my Memory, or Imagination 


only, you ſee at your Feet a Chriſtian, a Slave perfectly 
ſenfible of your Goodneſs ; the Reaſon of it is unkriown 


to me, but my whole Ambition is to deſerve and ac- 


knowledge it. That you may eaſily do (re/um'd the 


Sultan) but firſt, added he, do you not know this Piece 
of work? ſhowing him the Veſt which he had receiv'd 
from the Counteſs, The Count felt ſomething at his 
Heart at theſe Words, and the Sight of the Garment, 
which cannot be well accounted for, a Confuſion 
cf Ideas ruſh'd at once upon him, and as he could not 
immediately diſtinguiſh which was real, or which illy- 
= ; ſo could he not aſſume preſence enough of Mind, to 

beg to be infolfn'd. At laſt, alas! (/aid he) how can I 
but know ſo pfecious a Work! I own, Sir, that Veſt 


came from one who is united to me by Ties never to be 


diſſolv'd; *twas defign'd-for me, but with my Conſent, 
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ſhe preſented it to an illuſtrious Stranger for whom we 


both had a particular Eſteem. | 


contain himſelf, but ſnatching the Count into his Arms, 
[is I, my dear Count, (cid he) *tis T who am that 


Stranger —— know your Friend in the Sultan of Egypt, 


who has never met with ſo great an Affliction, as 
the being ignorant of your Slavery ; you ſhould never 


have undergone it, my Gratitude and Friendfhip ſhould 
have been the only Chains to have retained you, — 


During this obliging Diſcourſe, the Count expreſs'd his 
Joy by a thouſand Tranſports of Tenderneſs and Reſpect 
this one Moment made him forget his Misfor- 
tunes, and he return'd the Sultan's Careſſes as paſſionate- 
ly as he beſtow'd them on him. After having allow- 


ed a ſufficient Time to the teſtifying the mutual 
Friendſhip each had for the other. Receive, this Day, 
aid Saladin) the Reward of that Generoſity I found 


from you without knowing me, I reſtore you to your 
Liberty; but I won't ſuffer you to leave me, till I have 
loaded you with Honours and Riches in the preſence of 
my whole Court. Then having call'd in the Lords, 
who with Impatience expected the end of this Confe- 
rence ; B:hold, (/aid he to them) the generous Count of 
| Bentivolio, who entertain'd us at his Palaces ſo magnifi- 
cently ! ſhow by your Friendſhip to him, they of Zgypr 
are not leſs hoſpi able and grateful than thoſe of Bo/onia. 
Theſe words were attended by a general Acclamation, 
each ſtriving who ſhould embrace him firſt; never was 
there a greater or ſincerer Joy. 2 


AFTER Saladin had publiſh'd to all his Court the 


Obligations he had to the Count, he ordered him ſump- 
tuous Equipages, and a ſtately Palace, and treated him 


in the moſt ſplendid manner. I know { /aid the Sultan 
to him one Day) the Love you bear your illuſtrious 
amiable Son; 


Counteſs, and your Tenderneſs for y 
but give three Months to my Friendſhip, that time ex- 
pir'd, you ſhall depart, and I'll ask for your Ranſom 

— . added 


SALADIN at this Declaration, could no longer | 
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{ added he, ſmiling ) but one Favour, which will be eaſy 
for you to grant. . Rn 
THE Count's extreme deſire to ſee his Family would. 
have made him glad to have had it in his Power to 
have refuſed him; but ſuch Marks of Friendſhip, from: 
ſo great a Prince, would not ſuffer him to diſobey ; and 
he yielded to his Entreaties. During this time, the Sul. 
tan ordered a Veſſel to be equipp'd, laden with immenſe 
Riches, and all. Proviſions neceſſary for rendring the 
Voyage commodious. The Hour for parting being 
come, Saladin ſaid to the Count, all that Friendſhip 
could dictate to a generous Soul; Well, my dear Count, 
( added he ) do you think yourſelf capable of a great Proof 
of your Regard ? I ask it of you with all the Ardor 
that a true and perfect Friend can be ſenſible of; which 
is, that as ſoon as you have ſettled your Affairs in Tracy, 
you will return, and bring to me the Counteſs, and 
your Son, that I may ſhow them, as well as you, ſome 
Marks of my Eſteem : this is your Ranſom, dear Ben- 
Fivolio, do not refuſe it to a Prince who loves you above 
all Mankind. The Count was charm'd with this new 
piece of Generoſity, and gave him his Honour to do 
what he defired of him; then Saladin told him, there 
was a Veſſel ready, that there were ſome Preſents for 
the Counteſs and her Son; the reſt (added be) is for 
yourſelf you may fail to morrow, and may 
your Return be as expeditious as I wiſh it. 
THE Count thus parted, and having a fair Wind, 
was ſoon at his deſired Port. But it is Fancy only, 
which muſt make known the Joy with which the 
Counteſs welcomed her long-abſent Lord. The firſt 
tumultuous Tranſports of their meeting over, he in- 
form'd her of his Adventure, and the Promiſe he had 
made Saladin; which ſhe no ſooner heard than ſhe was 
impatient he ſhould make it good, that ſhe might thank 
that Prince for all his Favours, and in particular, for re- 
ſtoring to her Fhat was ſo dear, that Life without him 
ſeem d only a liffring Death + -, + 
THEIR Affairs being adjuſted, they embark'd with 
young Bentivolio, and arrived at the. Sultan's Court, 


Who 


he could have done the 


i 1 1620 


who receiv'd them with an inxprefiible Joy. 


a Manner as 


He entertain'd the Counteſs in as ele 
greateſt Empreſs, only with 
more 'Tenderneſs ; and the young Marquiſs receiv'd a 
thouſand Marks of his Kindneſs. He made ſome mo- 


deſt Efforts to engage the Count and his Family to ſtay | 


with him, and change their Religion, promiſing him 
the greateſt Places in his Kingdom ; but he made this 
Demand only as a Friend who wiſh'd it fo, without any 


Terms that might make the other ſuſpect there was 
Danger in refuſing : which obliged the Count to anſwer 


with the ſame Confidenee. He thank'd him for his 


Offers, which he told him he knew were deſign'd only 
for his Advantage ; and having let him ſee the Impoſſ- 
bility of what he defir'd, the Sultan preſs d him no far- 
ther, and only employ'd himſelf in taking care to load 
him and his Family with rich Preſents. He retain'd 


*em as long as he could poſſibly; but having, at length, 
given 'em leave to return to /raly, they came home with 
ſuch exceſſive Riches, that they have fince made their 


Deſcendants Sovereigns of Bolonia. 


Taſſure you, (i Camilla, when foe ſaw Felicia 
had done reading) that I am very ſorry Saladin is not now 
living ; I ſhould flatter myſelf that ſo greata Man might 


ſhake off his Superſtitions. I ſhould have no Hopes, 
fltrephd Florinda) that the Difference of Times could 


effect what Love could not; for I have read, that a 
great and beautiful Queen of our Religion held in 
Chains the Heart of that Szltan, and that he loved her 


without ceaſing to follow the Law of Mabomet. How- 
ever that be, (/ai4 Urania) Orophanes has perfectly 


well acquitted himſelf of his Promiſe. 


THE Hour for Dinner being come, they got up; and | 


tho' the Repaſt was not attended with the uſual Gaiety, 
it wanted not Delicacy. When it was over, not being 


willing to ſwerve from their accuſtom'd Niverſions, they 
went into the Library: the Humour they were in, made 
them prefer Reading to Converfing, each havin 


pitch'd on a Book, there was for ſome time a profoun 
Silence: but Camilla, who look d on Melancholy as a 
Sn | Monſter, 
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Monſter, endeavouring to drive away thoſe Symptoms of 
it, which ſhe began to feel in her Mind ; Comm ( ſaid 
foe, throwing her Book down on the Table) let us put a 
Stop to our ſerious Amuſements; I am ready to 
faint, I am dull, and do not know why. Speak dear 
Urania, (continued Se, running to her, and embracing her) 
Reading makes me fall into moral Reflections; and if 
you don't help me, I am undone. Urania could not for- 


bear ſmiling at Camil/a's Diſcourſe ; and returning her 


Careſſes, laid aſide her Book. Felicia and Hyvinda did 
the ſame, to pleaſe her: Since you are ſo complaiſant, 


( /aid Camilla) I ſhall be glad to convince you, that 


the Diverſions of the Mind are not diſtaſteful to me, 


fince J have with Pleaſure and Attention read a Paſſage - | 
in Philo the Few among his Embaſſies, which makes me 


extremely condemi thoſe that cheriſh Adulation and 
Flattery : he mentions a Man, none of the wiſeſt, who 


ſaid, that ſince they who take care of the Flocks are 


not Brutes, as thoſe are, but of a more excellent Na- 
ture; of Conſequence they who command over Men, 
and are fo ſtrictly obey'd by them, could not be only 
Men, but Gods. Is not this Way of arguing (added 
Camilla) a moſt inſolent Piece of Flattery ? How ma- 


ny Princes do we meet with in Hiſtory, adorn'd with 


great Virtues, but who were eclipſed by their Atten- 
tion to Flattery : and may we not conclude, that to the 
_ exceſs of this Flattery is owing the Apotheoſis of ſo 
many Pagan Princes? Your Reflection (aid Urania) is 
Juſt, but Policy has ofiner had a Hand in the Method 
among the Ancients of deifying their Sovereigns, than 


the Flattery you talk of. This Sort of Adoration main- 


tain'd the People within the Bounds of their Duty, 

and render'd the Monarch formidable even after his 
Death. In this, (/ Felicia) I admire the Sanctity 
and Force of our Religion ; which not allowing of thoſe 
Apotheoſes, has otherwiſe as well eftabliſh'd the Au- 
thority of our Princes, that they may much more eafily 
abuſe it, if they pleaſe, than thoſe deified Kings, or 
Emperors could. We have ſome, tho' but few Exam- 
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even ſome of the moſt vicious too in other Things. 


TIBERIUS, the moſt cruel of all the Roman Em- 


perors, valued himſelf on being Eloquent : the Senate, 
to pleaſe him, adjudg'd him the Prize; but that Prince 


thinking the Flattery too groſs, refus d it, and by ſo 
doing. acquir'd more Honour than the Senate offer d him. 


Alerander did much the ſame Thing (added Camilla) for 
a certain Perſon having writ his Hiſtory fill'd with Ac- 


tions that were incredible, and a continued Scene of 


Flattery, making Virtues of his greateſt Vices; and 
reading it to him as he paſs'd the River Araxis, that 


Prince threw the Book into the Water with the greateſt 
Indignation, and ordered the Author never more to ap- 


pear before him. But Cleontes, the Hiſtorian, having 
wrote the Life of the ſaid Prince with exact Truth, he 
ceiv'd it with pleaſure, thank'd him, honour'd him 


0 '/aid he ) for having deſcrib'd Alexander ſuch as he real- 
e 


lxec the ſame Juſtice, they would ſoon arrive at Per- 


ſamo Heroes. One of our Kings, deſigning to honour 


eur de Coufſy with the Sword of Conſtable of 
France,/he refuſed it, repreſenting to the King, that 
for a Dignity of ſuch vaſt Importance, it was not only 
xequiſite to be a Man of Vigour, hut that Vigilance 


reat Age having left him only his Zeal and Courage, 


he thought himſelf unworthy of it. The King, who 


knew him to be a faithful Subject, defix'd him to name 
ſome one whom he thought more worthy of the Poſt. 
Couſfſy, without heſitating, named his greateſt Enemy. 
The King ſurpriz'd to hear him recommend a Man with 
whom he knew he was at Enmity, told him, he thought 
he would have named one that was his Relation, and 
who, I know (aid he) deſerves it. He does ſo, ( repy'd 
Couſſy) but he's next to him I firſt mention'd. Fa 

DE 55 Whole 


ples of Princes { /aid Florinda) that hated Flattery, and : 


with his Friendſhip, heaping Benefits on him, in return 


was. If every body (/aid Urania) would do them- 


{ought to be added to his other Abilities, and that his 
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- Whole Court admir'd this Piece of Juſtice and Generoſi- 
*. and it afterward occafion'd the Reconciliation of 
theſe 


two illuſtrious Enemies. Hiſtory, in making the 
Elogium of this Hero, places this Action of his above 


all his Exploits in war. © 

As ſhe ended theſe Words, ſhe was told, a Gentle- 
man deſired to ſpeak with her from Celimena, a Lady 
of the fame Village in which Urania's Houſe was; and 
when ſhe had order'd his Admittance, I come, Madam, 


(aid he ) by Celimena's Command, to intreat, that you, 


and your Friends will honour her with your Company 

at a Country Feaſt that is to be to-night at her Houſe ; 
I was to have ask'd the ſame Favour of The/amant and 
Orophanes, but I underſtand that they are gone. As Ce- 


 limena was a Woman of Merit, and Quality, Urania 


thank'd the Gentleman for the Trouble he had given 
himſelf, and deſir'd him to aſſure that Lady, that ſhe 
and her Company would immediately wait on her: If I 
had known { /aid /e) that ſhe had been now in the 
Country, I ſhould have paid my Dewoirs to her before. 
The Gentleman told her, ſhe had been come but two 


Days, and if ſhe had not been taken up about the Feaſt, 


ſhe now invited her to, ſhe would have been the firſt 

to have come and aſſur'd her of her Friendſhip.” 

AFTER theſe Cempliments on both ſides, he re- 
tir d. I am charm'd {/aid Urania) at this Opportuni- 


ty of diverting Camilla; Chance, agreeable to my De- 


fires, will paſs the Time in a more pleaſant Manner 
than I could have hoped : — I proteſt (rephy d. ſbe) my 
Melancholy was diſſipated, as ſoon as you had given 
me leave to ſpeak I don't think (/a:d Florinda) 
that the Converſation we have had, can be reckon'd 
among the Number of thoſe that fatigue. is true, 
(/aid Felicia) we have ſaid good Things enough to 


prove we know how to ſpend our Time. No Matter, 


(/aid Urania, ſmiling) Variety is ſometimes pleaſant, 
AT theſe Words, they all removed to their Toylets. 
—— The Magnificence and Politeneſs of Dreſs, join'd 


to their natural Beauty, it might be ſaid, that never 
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taking Coach, repair'd to the Caſtle; where Cem 
receiv d. them with a fincere Joy. 
THEM found there a great deal of Company, and 
a great Number of Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes ſcat- 
ter d in the Gardens and Apartments; that beautiful 
Place, might, on that Day, have been compar'd to the 
Valley of Tempe, ſo famous for the Number of illuſtri- 
ous Perſons who retired thither to enjoy the Pleaſures 
of a ſolitary Life; the greateſt part of the Perſons of 
Condition, of that Company, having taken up the 
Scrip and Hook, to do Honour to this rural Feaſt. 
The Novelty of this amiable Spectacle extreamly de- 
lighted Urania and her Friends; in ſhort, it ſeem'd as if 
Wit and Simplicity join'd to make this Condition ap- 


pear preferable to the moſt exalted Rank. This Reflection 


was for ſome Time the Subject of their Conyerſation ; 
but Celimena, who had a particular Eſteem for Urania, 
being willing ſhe ſhould be inform'd of the Occa- 
fion of this Feaſt, defired her to. paſs from a ſtately 
Fall, in which they then were, to her Apartment. Ca- 
milla, Florinda, Felicia, and part of the other Ladies 
follow'd them, 1 intend ( /ai4 Celimena) to ſhow you 
the Objects of this Day's Diverſion—they deſerve your 
Attention; and by them, you'li find that there are til! 
Examples of Fidelity, tho* not common in this Ape. 
As ſhe ended theſe Words, they found themſelves in a 
magnificent Apartment, fill'd with Shepherds and Shep- 
herdeſſes, who ſeem'd to be preparing to act ſome theatni- 
cal Piece. Among ſo many young Beauties, that ſhone 
with Splendor in that Place, one only attracted Uranza's 
Obſervation ; ſhe could not look on her without Ad- 
miration, and having extreamly prais'd her to Coimeaa, 
Approach, Hortenſia { ſaid the Lady) come and ſalute 
that Uraenia you have ſo much defired to know, At 
theſe Words, the lovely Shepherdels advanc'd, and em- 
bracing Urania with a moſt becoming and graceful Eaſi- 
neſs, You'll be ſurpriz'd, Madam (i he) that ſuch 
a one as I am ſhould take this Liberty: but you ſee I am 
commanded to do ſo, and having learn d nothing better 
in a Country Life, than to be perfectly Obcdient, You hoy 
oY | 0 
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ſo beautiful (anſtuer d Urania, returning her Careſſes) and 
expreſs youſelf with ſo truly noble an Air, that who- 
ever you are, I ſhall think myſelf. happy in your Ac- 
quaintance. Then the reſt of the Ladies having. ſaluted 
her, Urania ſaid to Celimena, that tho that Shepherdeſs 
very much deſery'd to be prefer'd to the reſt, yet ſha 
ſuppos d there was ſome other particular Reaſon for her 
being the principal Subject of the Feaſt. *Tis a very 
extraordinary Adventure (anſwered fe) and I cou'd 
wiſh that Me/intas who is here, (pointing to a Shep- 
herd perfectly well made) would relate it to you him- 
ſelf. The whole Company was charm'd with his good 
Mein, and the Addreſs with which he enter'd the Room; 
and agreed, that Hortenſia and he, ſeem'd a Couple 
ſuited, as it were, by Heaven for each other : Neither 
has any thing been able to ſeparate them (/i Celi- 
mena) but you ſhall have the Satisfaction of hearing 
their Story Melintas anſwer'd the Praiſes that 
were given him with ſo much Wit and Politeneſs, that 
the Surprize Urania had before been in, was very much 
heightned, and ſhe could not comprehend how two 
. Perſons, who were preſented to her only as Shepherds, 
ſhould have an Air and Manner of Behaviour, rareeven 
to be found in Courts; but thinking there was ſome 
| Myftery in it, the Eſteem ſhe had conceiv'd for em, as 
well as Curioſity, made her, in very obliging Terms, 
preſs Me/intas to ſatisfy her. The Company being ſeated, 
he began thus, by Celimena's Order, addreſſing himſelf 
10 Urania. OY : 


'The 
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8 Hiftory of Mclintas and Hortenſia, 


| o L L de ſurpris'd, Madam, that plain Shep- : 


T herds ſhould have any Thing in their Lives which 
merit your Attention, and to hear me relate ſerious Ad- 
ventures in a Language, the Simplicity of which, can 
have but few Graces for you; but I hope you will ex- 
cuſe my Faults, on the account of my Obedience. 


AMON the many Shepherds in this Country, my 


Father has been always look'd upon the richeſt ; he is 
call'd Ergaſtus, and, if the Innocence of the Woods 
would allow me to be vain enough to go back to the 


Source of my Family, I ſhould, among the Number 


of my Relations, find Names conſiderable enough to ſa- 
itisfy thoſe who reſpect Birth more than Virtue ; but 
having inherited none of their Fortune, I ſhall only 


give myſelf for what I am. Ergaſtus never had any o. 


ther Child than myſelf, I was two Years old (for it is 
.now twenty Years ago) when a neighbouring Shep- 
herd, a Friend of my Father's, ſaw arrive at his Houle, 
a magnificent Equipage and Chariot, in which was a 
Man, who, by his Air and Dreſs, ſcem'd to be of a 
diſtinguiſh'd Rank. Palemon, for that was the Shep- 
herd's Name, ask'd him, with great Reſpe&, what 
had brought him thither. The unknown took him a- 
fide, and told him, that knowing he was poor but ho- 
neſt, he had made Choice of him, to repoſe a Truſt in, 
that ſhould make his Fortune; then having caus'd one 
of his Attendants to approach, who held in his Arms 
an Infant not three Months old, —— This js the Charge 
(continued be) for which I conſide in your Fidelity to edu- 
cate with Care either as your own, or a Relation of _ 
Mou 
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— You ſhall call her Hortenfia; — here is wherewith to de- 
fray- the Expences you ſhall be at; (with theſe Words, he - 
gave him a large Purſe of Gold, and a Casket of Jew. 

els.) If Four Money fails ( /aid Bᷣe) before you ſee me, 
have recourſe to theſe ; but I will ſoon be with you a- 
gain, and ſhall continue frequently to viſit you, and 
when J take her from you, will reward you amply ; all 
I deſire is, that you will conceal 'by what Means you 
came by her. Having ſaid this, without waiting for” 
Palemon's Anſwer, he got into his Chariot, his People 
on Horſeback, and were immediately out of fight. 

THE amaz'd Shepherd, charg'd with the Child, a 
conſiderable -Sum of Money, and the Means to raiſe 
much more, calls his Wife and tells her his. Adventure; 
the dextrous Shepherdeſs "preſently — a Me- 
thod to conceal her, ſaying, -ſhe ſhould-pais for a Niece, 
the Daughter of a Siſter of hers, who liv'd a great way 
off, and that the Wife of one of her Herdſmen ſhould 
ſuckle her.  All'theſe Expedients found out, they lock'd 
up the Gold and Jewels, very much careſs'd the Infant, 
and gave her the intended Nurſe. ————Palzmon and his 
Wife conceal'd her ſome Days, becauſe ſhe might not 
be thought to belong to the Equipage that had been 
ſcen at their Houſe, telling thoſe who were curious e- 
nough to enquire, ' that they knew not the Lord; but 
that wanting ſome -Refreſhment,, Chance led him to 
their Houſe, which they had, as well as they could, 
afforded him. At the end of eight Days, Palemon gave 
out, that he expected next Day to receive a Daughter 
of his Wife's Siſter, - that he had deſired to have the 
bringing up of: the appointed Day being come, he 
fad, ſhe was arriv'd, and ſhow'd her to all the Shep- 
herds.—— Nothing of Moment happen'd till ſhe was 
hve Years old, I was then ſeven, and our Neighbour- 
hood, as well as Youth, made us contract a Friendſhip. ' 
dhe was certamly the moſt beautiful Child that ever 
was ſeen, all the Shepherds admir'd her, Palemon and 


2 
p * 
. . X y \ [ 
VE I 4 . — 
d a 53 12 . . att r 
n 14.4.4 — * e e 2 e r 99 "2 < - i" OS * 1 
TC * 2 N Re Ow, ff * a — — —— 
— — — - r es Ms +"; 3 W at. a. PEAT NN e ? \ RN ors 
e . . e ne Oo ini es fo ——— 
DOOR. bs Ede - Soha 3 * 0 — f * A E el 
bs R 5 
ty pO DA In 


: £ 
$ onde no TC 
a * n 
nene £4 
6g — — 
9 


3 


- 
* * 


— NE OT 


— 


1 o 
4 
- lb LOS TI 6 ——— — 
* __ 1 — " - = S987 7 r Denn 5 * 4 — — 
r —— 22 w —— * * — urn 8414 Pr * 3 — as m * — 
. . er eee, 3— a. — — =—— — " — — — N 2 ” — 
—— 1 * . — —_— ES OO. "IPA 7 n 
— — — © * B 4 _— — — * . n * 9 ** . 
# — — 1 * —— Le — 2 * — * — — 144 . 
Wm er — 
N 
8 0 
. * - 
4 


„FFF ono v7 et oe port rs PI my 
3223 8 9 2 — — LAE-- 
222 
9 _ 


[ 170 4 


her, her ſuppos'd Uncle was too honeſt to miſapply 
what he had receiv'd with her, and reſolv'd to employ 


it in giving her an Education agreeable to what ſhe was; 
and tho' ſhe was brought up as a Shepherdeſs, he faid 
his Fondneſs would not permit him to let her be igno- 
rant of what Perſons of ſuperior Quality ought to know. 
——She had Maſters to inſtruct her in Singing, Dancing, 
and playing on various Inſtruments. Such an Educa- 


cation beſtow'd on a Shepherdeſs, and by a Man who was 


known not to be very rich, gave my Father a Jealou- 


ſy; he thought it would be a fhame, if he, who was 
ſo much at eaſe, and had no Child but me, ſhould bring 
me up as an ordinary Shepherd, when his Neighbour 


went even beyond his Abilities, to accompliſh his Niece. 
— Theſe Reflections prevail'd on my Father to give me 
the ſame Improvements as a Man, as Hartenſia had as a 
Woman; TI learn'd to ride, fence, ſhoot the Bow, and 
had all neceſſary Inſtructions in my Exerciſes as well as 
Studies ſo I may ſay, I owe all that I am to my 
dear Hortenſia, ſince had it not been for her, Ergaftus 
would never have brought me up with ſo much Care 
and Expence — Thus employ'd did we arrive at that 
Age, when the Mind begins to expand it ſelf, but ſtill 
keeps within the Bounds of Innocence. She excel- 
ling every Body in Perfection, and I flatter'd with ha- 
ving ſome Advantage over the reſt of the Shepherds, 
we were unwilling ever to part; and when we met, 
*twas with a Joy which ſhew'd itſelf in all gur Acti- 


ons. My Father, who loy'd me, could ſee no Imper- 
fection in Hortenſia, and obſery'd with pleaſure my At- 


tachment to her; but Palemon behay'd with more Re- 


ſerve, and as ſhe grew more amiable, the leſs he ſuf- 


fer'd.her to be ſeen. - | | 
© I remember. this Management very much griey'd me, 


without knowing why I was ſo; and being one Day at 


one of our Country Feaſts, where ſhe carry'd away 


the Prize in Dancing, as I had done at Shooting, ha- 


ving receiv d our Garlands at the ſame Time, we reci- 
procally plac'd em on each other's Heads in Exchange. 
This Action occaſion'd an Acclamation of Joy hea. the 

„ Fs . whole 
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Whole Aſſembly, and they would have it, that we 
ſhould keep. together all the reſt of the Day ; which gave 
me an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her, when no body 
elſe cou'd' hear what I ſaid. What is the Reaſon, beau- 


tiful Hortenfia (cry'd I) that I ean find no Charms in any 


body here but you? and that I think no body elſe wor- 
thy of the Garland T have juſt now given you? I don't 
know that (a»/wered ſbe) but none of our Shepherds 


pleaſe me, -and I thought, when I crown'd you, I did 


a Piece of Juſtice————T ſee very well (reſum d 1) the 
Occaſion of my paying you this Deference, none here 
is ſo lovely as yourſelf. If ſo ( /aid fe) then mine is 
alſo becauſe there is nothing amiable in any body here 
but your ſelf. | | | 


PARDON me, Madam, that I relate ſuch trifling | 


Converſations ; but they are neceſſary to let you know 
Love took Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, even before our 
Minds were enlighten'd with Reaſon. From that Day, 
I let no Opportunity ſlip of ſhowing Hertenſia how dear 


ſhe was to me; and tho? ſhe was extremely modeſt, ſhe 


return'd my Cares with equal Tenderneſs. Our mutual 
Paſſion augmented to that Degree, that when ſhe was 
arriv'd at the Age of fifteen, and I ſeventeen, it was 
no longer poſſible for us not to know that a moſt vio- 


lent Paſſion had poſſeſs'd our Souls; we had ſo often 


{aid that we lov'd one another more than all the World 
beſides, and that Language was become ſo neceſſary to 


our Repoſe, that when Age inform'd me of the Reſpe& 


I ow'd the Object of my Flame, and had taught her 
the Reſervedneſs that became her Sex, we knew not how 
to ſubmit to thoſe rigorous Laws, but in Maturity 
repeated what we had faid when Children ; and tho' we 
ated with more Circumſpection, it was not with leſs 
Acdor. WH | | 
ERGASTUS finding himſelf rich enough to give 
me the Satisfaction of marrying Hortenſia, demanded 
her for me of Palenon. That Shepherd receiv'd his 
Propoſal with Reſpect, but ſaid, he could not diſpoſe 
of his Niece, becauſe his Wife was reſolved not to ſet» 


tle her in our Country. This Anſwer vex'd Erge/ius to 
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che Heart, and being piqued at Palimon, order d me t 


think no more of Hortenſia. T thought I ſhould have 
died with Grief at this Command ; but my Father be- 


ing paſſionate and poſitive, I was forc'd to ſubmit, tho), 


in doing ſo, I felt. Pangs, which a Perſon inſpir'd with 
A leſs violent Paſſion, cannot gueſs at. I contriv'd 


to inform Hortenſia of our common Misfortune, ſhe was 


equally ſenſible of it, and having vow'd eternal Love 
in ſpite of all the Obſtacles we might meet with, we 


endeavour'd to comfort ourſelves by reciprocal Aſſu- 
rances of never marrying but with each other. —— The 


Coolneſs that was between my Father and Palemon, not 
permitting us to ſee each other often, we appointed 


private Interviews in the moſt unfrequented Parts of 


our Hamlet, and we employ'd the Hours of Abſence, 
in perfecting thoſe Things we were learning. The great 
Deſire J had of becoming worthy of Hortenſia, made 
me advance with incredible Expedition; and ſhe has 
had the Goodneſs to own, that the Ambition of gro w- 
ing more amiable in my Eyes, occaſion'd her makin 

the application ſhe did in her Improvements. We liv'd 
Hive Years in this manner, ſhe the moſt beautiful Shep- 
Herdeſs in the World, I the moſt faithful Shepherd. — 
 *Twas thought, that as we had improy'd in Reaſon, 
we had changed our Opinions, and no longer thought 
of each other; we ſtill conceal'd our innocent Intelli- 
gence, *till about eight Months ago my Father dy'd, 
and left me the richeſt Shepherd in the Neighbourhood. 
His Death making me Maſter of myſelf, I publickly 


ſought Hortenſia in Marriage; and Palemon finding, that 


in twenty Years, he had heard nothing of the Perſon 
who had plac'd her with him, and knowing her Aﬀec- 
tion for me, thought he could not diſpoſe of her bet- 
ter; and fince ſhe had been thus abandon'd, he might 
without Fear diſpoſe of her. About fix Months ago, our 
Marriage was ſolemniz d with all the Ceremonies that 
are neceſſary to make ſuch an Union indiſſoluble.— 
I made Hortenſia miſtreſs of my Fortune, as ſhe was be- 
fore of my Heart ; our Happineſs was compleat, and it 
bad all the Appearance of continuing ſo, when _ 


N — * OO 
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fiſteen Days ago, the ſame Lord who had entruſted Pa: 
lemon with the Care of Hotenſia, came to his Houſe : 

Twenty Years Abſence did not hinder him from know-- 
ing him, and he was ſeiz'd with an extreme Dread ; My 

Lord (ſaid he, throwing himſelf at his Feet) your long 
Abſence made me look on Hortenſia as a Bleſſing Heaven 

had beſtow'd on me; I have diſpos'd of her, ſhe is 
married, ſhe is rich and contented, can you make her 

more happy? The Man of Quality ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at 
this News, but the Simplicity of the Shepherd, and 
his humble Poſture, having touch'd him; I am ſorry 
(Jaid he) that you have pretended to diſpoſe of Horten- 
Ja — tis what you ought not to have done till you 
had heard from me; but, perhaps, I may remedy 
it, and Power being on our fide, it may not be impoſ- 

* fible to take Hortenſia out of the Arms of a Man, whom 
the can no longer think deſerves her, when ſhe ſhall 
know who ſhe is. = | 

PALEMON taking Courage, told him of our Paſſi- 
on, ſpoke advantageouſly of my Perſon and Fortune, 
aſſur'd him, he had inviolably obſerv'd Hortenfia's Se- 
cret, and concluded with owning, that he foreſaw there 
would be great Difficulty in ſeparating us. The Lord 
order'd him to ſend for Hortenfia ; ſhe went, and ap- 
pear'd to him as ſhe is, the moſt beautiful Perſon in the 
World. The Unknown told her, before Palemon, in 
what manner ſhe had been placed in his Hands, and 
acquainted her, that ſhe was of an illuftrious Birth, 
that ſhe muſt renounce a Country Life, to aſſume a more 
exalted Rank, and quit a Husband who could not pre- 
tend to her; that he would find out a Method to diſ- 
ſolve ſuch an ill-ſorted Match, and that the Intereſt of 
her Family, her Parents not daring to own their Mar- 
riage till that Day, had not allow'd of her being in- 
form'd of her Fate ſooner : after which, he exaggerat- 
ed to her the Advantages of a ſplendid Fortune, and an 
exalted Condition; being charm'd that the Educa- 
tion Palemon had given her, ſupported with the Graces 
of her Perſon, had render'd her ſo very worthy of the 
Fortune that waited name eng may eaſily judge at 
. 3 Hor. 
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Hortenfia's Surprize, at being inform'd of ſo ſurprizing a 
Thing; ſhe received the Careſſes and Praiſes of that 
Lord. with reſpect, but immediately taking her Reſo- 
lution, I can't but be ſenſible, my Lord, ( /aid foe, 
with a charming gracefulneſ;) of the Goodneſs you ſay 
you have ſhewn me, and that which you now expreſs, 
for me, and ſhall ever acknowledge it; but I moſt in- 
genuouſly confeſs, that if to enjoy the 9 you 
promiſe me, I muſt be ſeparated from a Husband I paſ- 
ſionately love, and who is a thouſand Times dearer to 
me than Life, I renounce them with all my Heart, and 
prefer to the moſt exalted Rank the Title of Palemon's 
Niece, ſince that gives me the Liberty of ſpending my 
Days with the only Man that pleaſes m. 
THIS Diſcourſe, ſpoke with an humble and modeſt 
Boldneſs, aftoniſh'd the Lord as much as the News of 
her Marriage had done: he hoped, nevertheleſs, to ſuc- 
ceed, by demonſtrating to her what ſhe would loſe by 
continuing as ſhe then was. He omitted nothing that 
might engage her to abandon me; but all the Promiſes 
he could made, had not the Power to ſtagger her Reſo- 
lution. - This Reſiſtance making him apprehend more 
Danger than he had at firſt imagin'd, he order d Palemon s 
Wife to ſecure Hortenfia, and bid that Shepherd himſelf 
lead him to my Houſe. Palemon obey'd, and I was ex- 
tremely aſtoniſh'd to ſee myſelf ask'd for, by a Man en- 
tirely unknown to me: I thought he ſeem'd ſurpriz'd 
in accoſting me, but recovering himſelf, Melintas, ( ſaid 
be] knowing you to be a Man of Senſe, I make no 
Doubt but you will, with pleaſure, come into a Propo- 
ſal I have to make you, and ſee into the ill conſequence 
that will attend the Refuſal of it; and, as you would 
never have pretended to aſpire to a Woman of exalted 
Condition, you will with leſs Difficulty part with Horten- 
fra,who is not Palemon's Niece, but a Perſon of Diſtincti- 
on, and who conſequently can't remain yours. This Diſ- 
courſe had ſo very much ſhock'd me, that Palemon, by his 
Order, told me the whole Adventure, and I heard it 
without ſpeaking a Syllable ; at laſt recovering myſelf, 
Iam very much concern d, Sir, (aid 1) at my boring 
7 made 


7 Ju. 
made Hortenfia deſcend .v an exalted Rank to mine, 
but Love makes every one equal, and mine will not per- 

mit me to give up a Bleſſing in which the Happineſs of 
my Days conſiſts; and whatever Dangers may follow 
the Denial, I will ſooner part with my Life than Horten- 
fia. I pronounc'd theſe Words with a Reſolution that 
amaz'd him ;: but the Greatneſs of his Mind making him 
think it would be unjuſt to uſe Violence, he anſwer'd 
me with Mildneſs, That to atone for that Loſs, he 
would. load me with Wealth, and make me of a Fortune 
to be envied. Could you make me a king, Sir, ( /aid I) 
I would refuſe the Crown to poſſeſs Hortenſia. Great- 
neſs, Riches, Torments, nor Death itſelf, ſhall make 
me ever alter my Reſolution. 

AS I ſpoke theſe Words, I ſaw Hortenſia come in, 
follow'd by Palemon's Wife, and the moſt conſiderable 
among our Shepherds: My dear Hortenſia ( ſaid I, taking 
her by the Hand) they want to part us, will you agree to 
it? and does Melintas the Shepherd appear leſs amiable 
to you now, than when love and Hymen made you 
prefer him to all Mankind ?:No, no, Me/intas, (ſaid ſbe) 
you are ſtill the ſame to me, I come to aſſure you of 
it; I have ſnatch'd myſelf out of. Te/ama's Cuſtody, 
(Jaid foe, ſhowing Palemon's Wife) and have call'd theſe 
Shepherds to our Afliſtance; and I will firſt arm the 
whole Country, and ſuffer Death, before I'll be ſepara- 
ted from you. You ſee, Sir, (id 1) a Country Life 
does not corrupt generous Minds, Truth governs our 
Actions, let Juſtice direct yours, ſhe is as much for 
Shepherds as other Men; Force ought not to over- 
come Right, neither can J think it poſſible for Men to 
ſever the Knot that Heaven has in a lawful Manner 
ty'd. 9 | 17S 

COULD it be done (rep4'd he) twould be a Cru- 
elty to ſeparate two ſuch faithful Lovers, I no longer 
defire ſuch a Diſunion ; only come along with me to 
Celimena's, where you ſhall both ſtay, *till I can prevail 
on Hortenfia's Parents to conſent to your Happineſs ; and 
| TI promiſe you, before all theſe Witneſſes, to employ 

1 | | or | my 


. 
my utmoſt Endeavours towards it, beipg thoroughly af- 
fected with the Sentiments I find in you both; Perſons 
of the greateſt Conditzon might. glory in having the 
fame. I no longer wonder that Pa/emon gave Horten/ia 
to Melintas, his Merit was ſufficient Recommendation; 
 Jince, tho' I've been brought up my whole life-time at 
Court, I don't remember ever to have ſeen his ſuperior 
ian good Mien, Senſe, and Greatneſs of Soul. Theſe 
Words, ſpoke with infinite Goodneſs, removed Horten- 
fia's and my Fears. I would have thrown myſelf at 
the Feet of our generous Protector, but he would not 
ſuffer it, and embracing us both tenderly, made us get 
into his Coach, and order'd Palemon, and the other 
Shepherds, to come to Celimena's: Where we were re- 
ceiv'd with ſo much Honour, that I cannot find Expreſ- 
ſions ſtrong enough to ſhow my Gratitude. | 
SHE was inform'd of our Adventure by the Gentle- 

man that brought us to her, and was ſo mov'd with our 
Love and Conſtancy, that ſhe reſolv'd to join with 
him, in preventing the Laws both of Gcd and Man to 
be infring'd, by parting us. We ftay'd at her Houſe, 
waiting for hers, or the generous Nobleman's Return, 
They both ſet out at that Inſtant, and we were not long 
in Suſpence ; for Celimena return'd three Days ago with 
Letters from Hortenfia's Parents, in which they ſaid, 
That not being willing to oppoſe Heaven's Decrees, 
they conſented to our Marriage, and ratify'd it, on con- 
dition we ſhould near them ſhare the Splendor of their 
Fortune; and, for their Glory, quit a Life, in effect, 
more quiet, but not ſo honourable as that which they 
would prepare for us. This News fill'd us with Joy, 
and the Fortune we had fcorn'd when to be ſeparated 
for it, appear'd to us with all its Charms the inſtant we 
were to enjoy it together. The Shepherds and the 
Shepherdeſſes of this Country, pleas'd at our Happineſs, 
and knowing we were going to leave them, would 
give us a Mark of their Friendſhip, and celebrate the 
Victory our Conſtancy had gained, ard have there- 
fore begg'd- Celimena's Permiſſion to give us a Feaſt 

9 | 6 1 5 at 
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at her Houſe, in Return for our having eſteem'd the | 


Innocence of their Life enough, to prefer it to the Gran» 
deur of a ſplendid Fortune; tis upon that Account they 
are aſſembled: moſt of Ce/imena's Friends, and the Per- 
ſons of the beſt Condition hereabouts, have given us 
the Honour of their Company, and dreſt themſelves like 
us, to make the Feaſt the more compleat. This, Ma- 
dam, continued Melintas, is what 1 have been com- 
manded to inform you of, and ſhall think myſelf hap- 
Py, if my Narration has not tir'd you, and if Horten 
and I may obtain a Place in your Eſteem. 


J aſſure you (aid Urania) that your Story has very 
ſenfibly affected me, and you have ſhow'd ſo much Un- 
deritanding in your graceful Manner of telling it, that 
T ſhall think myſelf happy in being admitted into the 
Number of your Friends; and beg, that you and Hor- 
tenſia will accept of my Houſe, whenever you have a 

Mind, for a few Days, to taſte the Pleaſure of a Coun- 
try Life, Hortenſia and Melintas receiv'd Urania's Marks 
of Eſteem with great Tenderneſs, and the whole Com- 
pany gave them the Praiſes they deſerv'd. Celimena 
receiv'd notice that every thing was ready, and that 
they only waited for her, to begin: Upon which, ſhe 
led Urania and the reſt of the Company to a ſtately 
Gallery, at the one End of which was rais'd a Stage, on 


each fide were Benches riſing by degrees one above an- 


other for the better Convenience of ſeeing. At the 
Front of the Stage there was a convenient Space rail'd 
in, where eaſy Chairs were placed for the moſt conſi- 
derable of the Company. Behind the Rails which were 


Breaſt high, there was left a large Space which was 


f11'd with Spectators. The Place was illuminated with 
large Looking-glaſs Sconces fix'd round the Room, and 
in the middle, a vaſt Number of Cryſtal Branches loaded 


with wax Flambeaus. 


THE. Aſſembly was numerous, and afforded a de- 


lightful Proſpect, by the Mixture of Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes, of which it was compos'd. Hortenſia 
l and 
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fronting the middle of the Stage; and every body be 
ing plac'd according to their Rank, the Entertainment 
began with a beautiſul rural Symphony finely perform'd, 
which was follow'd by the nobleſt and tendereſt Scenes 
in Pafforal Fido, repreſented with ſucceſs by the Shepherds 
and Shepherdeſſes. When this Diverſion was over, it 
being Supper-time, the Company paſt into the Gar- 
dens, which were now become ten thouſand Times 
more ſurprizingly beautiful, by an infinite number of 
Lights with which the Trees were fill'd; whoſe Blaze 
reflecting among the verdant Leaves, dazled the rap- 
tur'd Gazer's Eye, with the charming Novelty of an 


artificial Day. The feather'd Choriſters of the Woods, 


again perceiv'd with this more than Zeuxean Art, wel- 
com'd the quick-return'd imaginary Morn, with the 
Toft Warblings of their enchanting Notes. Every thing 
conſpir'd to heighten the agreeable Magnificence of Ce- 
limena's Gallantry; at the end of the principal Walk, 
were pitch'd three large Pavilions, opening to as many 
different Viſto's. In the middle one was the Table de- 
ſign'd for Celimene's particular Friends, among whom 
was Hortenfia and Melintas ; in the two others, were 
the moſt conſiderable Shepherdeſſes and Shepherds of 
the Country: the reſt of the Gardens were fill'd with 
Refreſhments for thoſe, whoſe Curioſity alone had 
brought 'em thither. The Repaſt was ſumptuous, 
every Action and Word of Melintas or Hortenſia, be- 
ſpoke them worthy of the Regard was paid them. Af- 
ter Supper they return'd to the Gallery, where the Ball 
£ . Here the Bride and Bridegroom again diſtin: 
guiſh'd themſelves by their Addreſs in Dancing ; Love, 
and all the Graces ſhone in their every Step. The Ball 
having continued long enough to divert the Aſſembly, 


there was let off a Fire-work, the Beauty of which per- 


feftly - correſponded with the reſt of the Feaſt. Whilſt 
this was doing, the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes in ca- 
dence paſs d by Melintas and Hortenſia, ſaluting them and 
wiſhing them eternal Happineſs. This little Ceremony 
over, Celimena and all the Company led the Bride and 
Bricegrom to the Apartment that was defign'd for 
. | | | 5 them, 
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them, leaving the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes to con- 
tinue the Ball. Hortenſia and Melintas having caus d 
Palemon and his Wife to follow them, preſented them 


with the Casket of Jewels, which they had return'd to 
Hortenſia, and through their Hands diſtributed to the 


reſt of the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes Preſents conſi - 
derable enough to preſerve their Generoſity in their me- 


mories for ſome time. 


THIS gallant Feſtival having inſpir'd the whole Com- 
pany with Joy, they reſolv'd not to ſeparate till *twas 
very late; they form'd therefore a ſort of Circle in Hor 


tenſias Apartment, where the Converſation at firſt ran 


on the happy State they were going to quit. This Com- 
pany was compos'd ofa great many Perſons of Wit, one 
of whom a man of Quality, Friend and Relation to Ce- 
limena, ask'd Melintas, if in the new ſort of Life he 
was going to lead, he ſhould have no Inclination for 
War. If there were nothing requiſite but ' Courage, 


| (reply'd he) I might flatter myſelf with being able to 


ſerve my King; but ſo many Accompliſhments are re- 
quiſite towards compleating a Soldier, that my little 
Experience makes me apprehend I ſhould not ſucceed 


according to my Wiſhes in that State. Tis true, (aid 


Urania) in all Conditions Experience is requir d; tis not 
only neceſſary in War, but in leſs perilous Occaſions. 
"Tis not till after a great many Years paſt in a Concourſe 


of different Affairs in many Places, and with different 
Perſons and at Conjunctures quite oppoſite to each other, 
out of all which we have with prudence diſentangled ' 


ourſelves, that we can be properly ſaid to have acquired 
Experience; but as all this cannot happen, but in a 


very large ſpace of Time, I believe the Life of Man 
is too ſhort to obtain it in Perfection. Study ( /aid Ce- 


limena) ſupplies the place of Experience, ſince that 
lays before us all the famous Actions of the paſt Ages. 
Doubtleſs, (reh d he, that had ſpoke firſt) no Man ever 


made himſelf compleatly knowing by his own proper 


Experience; and without the Aſſiſtance of the Precepts 
and Inſtructions of others, he would go about what he 


undertakes, but in a blind Manner. This may eabily be 


conceiv'd, 


* 


I OJ] - | 
conceiv'd, by examining the Riſe and Progreſs of all 
Sciences. The firſt that laid the Foundation, and en- 
deavour'd to give us a Notion of their Ideas, may be 
Aid only to have sketched them out, their Succeſſors 
have work'd upon the ſame rough Draught, and by 
continual Improvements, have at length form'd thoſe 
beautiful Maxims, which at preſent are the greateſt Or- 
nament of Mankind. Certainly, ( ſaid Felicia) the Lear- 
ning we acquire by Books, is more univerſal and more 
certain, than when we go by Experience oni. 


GOOD Hiſtorians relate to us what has paſt that is 
moſt remarkable, the Effects and Cauſes of them, and 
adorn their Writings with Concluſions and Judgments ; 
the Conſequences of which are abfolutely uſeful thro' 
the whole Courſe of a Man's Life. I am convinced of 
that, (rep/4 Melintas) and that the Man who is guid- 
ed by his own Experience alone, will be obliged always 
to have the Ballance and Rule in his Hands to examine 
the Reaſon neceſſary for a great Aﬀair, which will in 
its Circumſtances very much differ from what he has be- 
fore ſo well weigh'd and meaſured; which will make 
him be very often out in his Calculations. | 

THE wiſeſt do not always diſtinguiſh juſtly, *tis on 
theſe Occaſions human Weakneſs moſt appears; for thoſe 
whoſe Experience is not grounded on Learning, judging 
by the out-lide of Things, without being able to pene- 
trate deeper, make falſe Steps by interpreting Things 
quite wrong; ſo that I believe I may conclude, that no 
Body can be truly ſaid to have great Abiliteis without 
Learning, which is the only Compaſs we ought to ſteer 
by. Iam charm'd with hearing Melintas diſcourſe thus, 
(ſaid the Gentleman who had began the Converſation) for 
Art implies a long Experience, being indeed a Collection 
of tried Maxims ; ſo the Art of reigning, and making 
War, is found in Writings where every thing is averr'd 
to us to be true; the moſt part of thoſe great Writers 
having been employ*d in what they relate to us, as 
Herodotus, Xenophon, Thucidides, Joſephus, Fulius Cæſar, 
—— IN I WO 
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by Study; Hiſtory is call'd the true Guide, and critical 
Comment on great Aﬀairs, human Experience is begot 
by Memory, and Books are the Regiſters of the Times; 
in them we may ſee, that the Experience of Numbers, 
are liable to Errors, 'much more a fingle Man's. How 
dangerous therefore muſt it be for a Man to ſtake his 
Fortune, Honour, and Life, on his Notion, that the 
Counſel which has once ſucceeded, will always, let the 
Affairs be ever ſo different? What occaſions Perfection, 
ought to be look d on as moſt perfect: Experience is 
never ſo without Learning, but when with it, then 
forms the great Man, and enables him to give Laws to 
Nations, as have done Solon, Lycurgus, Plato, Charon- 
das, and Pittacus. Lucullus became a great General by 
reading. But (/aid Florinda) Time makes daily Al- 
terations in our Cuſtoms, the Intereſts of Princes differ, 
War is waged in a different Manner than it uſed to be, 
things are on another footing, Circumſtances are chang- 
ed, and ſo vaſtly, that as it was impoſſible for Hiſto- 
rians to foreſee it, ſo they could not leave any In- 
ſtruction about it. Antient- Authors are therefore be- 
come uſeleſs, we muſt apply ourſelves to modern Ex- 
periences. Give me leave, Madam, (reply'd the Relation 
of Celimena) to ſay you are deceived ; the ſame Acci- 
dents that arrived heretofore, fill happen, they are of 
the ſame Nature, tho' under different Forms. Tis 
our Underſtanding that muſt unrevel them ; in which 
caſe, he that has Learning and Experience join'd toge- 
ther, has very much the Advantage. Reaſon never 
fails, ſhe always preſerves herſelf entire, Time has no 
Power over her, ſhe is Queen of Gods and Men. We 
know that Proſperity is always attended by Envy, that 
too much Confidence is dangerous, that the Glory of a 
Conqueror excites Jealouſy, that the Advice or Requeſt 
of him who may command abſolutely, is in effect a 
fitive Order ; that *tis prejudicial to a State to diſturb 
its Neighbours, when it might remain in Peace; and 
an infinite Number of ſuch general Rules, that have 
been always certain and true, that are now, and ever 
WWW 
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ALL the Reaſons you alledge againſt Experience 
without Study (/id Camilla ſmiling) very much pleaſe 
the amiable Hortenſia, in the fear ſhe's in of Melintas's 
embracing the Profeſſion of War, if his Study was ſup- 
ported by Experience. She that would have arm'd 
the Country ( /aid Celimena) to preſerve her Husband, 
does not ſeem, to me, very much to. fear War. The 
Occaſions are very different, Madam, (rep Horten- 
fia) I fear'd nothing to prevent my parting with Me- 
lintas; but I own my Courage. abandons me, when 
I think of his being in Dangers without my pattici- 
pating with him. As for me (/aid a Lady of the Com- 
pany) I would not on any Account be married to a Sol- 
dier; beſides the continual Uneafineſs I ſhould be under 
for his Life, I can't help thinking it takes from their 
Humanity ; the Slaughter, Blood,. and ym of Com- 
bats, accuſtoms them inſenfibly to Cruelty, and I ſhould 
be apprehenſive of my Conqueror's treating me as an 
Enemy. The Company could not help laughing at that 
Lady's Opinion ; they oppos'd it with good Reaſons, 
and at length perſuaded her, that a Soldier might 
poſſeſs all the Qualities neceflary to pleaſe, and that 
Humanity and Mercy were always the Attributes of a 
Hero. There have been Nations ( /aid Celimena'”s 
Kinſman) inſolent in Proſperity, and who have treated 
them they have ſubdued with Cruelty : The Roman 
Politicks were very different from thoſe, they treated 
the Vanquiſh'd with Gentleneſs ; they render'd them 
Inhabitants of their City, and gave them all the Privi- 
leges as Romans, and at length, even admitted them in- 
to Places of Truſt. The Autbuni, the Cenini, and the 
others that were firſt ſubdu'd by them, were uſed in 
this manner; and by this ſoft engaging method, which 
they all along adhered to, they at length arrived at fo 
powerful a State, that hitherto, none ever was ſo ſolid, 
nor ever carried its Arms in triumph into ſo many diffe- 
rent Countries. 5 88 : | 
THE Lacedemonians ( ſaid Urania) and the Athenians 
did not act ſo; they mortally hated thoſe they had 
ſubdu'd, not thinking them any ways — paving 
| ele WI 
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with themſelves ; which was a very great Prejudice, as 
well to them as their Imitators; for their Power was 
always kept within a narrow Compaſs, and they were 
at length a Prey to the Macedonians and the Romans. 
'The Clemency theſe laſt mention'd People ſhew'd in 
their Regard, had the ſame Effect on them as on others. 
Philip of Macedon, (added Felicia) gain'd the Hearts of 
all Greece, when on the firſt Victory he gain'd over the 
Athenians, he ſet at liberty all the Priſoners he had made. 
Alexander cover'd with his own Royal Robe the Body 
of Darius his greateſt Enemy. "Twas of great uſe to 
Cyrus (aid Celimena) his having treated Cre/us merci- 
fully and honourably, when he had vanquiſh'd him ; 
that Prince was lov'd by all Greece, and had he been 
uſed rudely, ſeveral would have endeayour'd to have 
reveng'd him. The Senate of Rome (re/um'd Celimena's 
Relation) condemn'd the Cruelty of Popi/ius the Conſul, 
in regard to the Allobrogi, and redreſsd their Complaints 
as ſoon as made. The Honour of the Victory does not 
conſiſt in exerciſing Cruelty over the Conquer'd, Glory 
conſiſts chiefly in Clemency and Mildneſs. King Antio- 
chus ſet free all the People he took about Lariſ/a, which 
Humanity made thoſe People ſubmit themſelves to his 
Dominion. Papirius the Dictator was, without doubt, 
a great Chief in War ; but his Severity and Pride made 
him loſe the Love of his Army to ſuch a degree, that 
they on purpoſe made him loſe the moſt important Oc- 
caſions, to mortify his Vanity even to the Prejudice of 
the Publick Good. I have read ( /aid Melintas) that 
under Appius the Conſul, the Army carried their Ha- 
tred yet further; for to ſatisfy the Averſion his too 


great Severity had rais'd in the Hearts of his Soldiers, 


that far from endeavouring to conquer, they deſired ar- 
dently to be vanquiſh'd, if he commanded them to 
march ſwifily, they went the {ſlower ; and with the ut- 
moſt Encouragement, every Thing they did was with 
languor and unwillingneſs. Happy is the General (id 
| Celimena) who by his Courage, Humanity, and good 
Conduct, juſtly deſerves the Title of Father of his 
Army, as we hada General once that did. But (on: 
. | | tinu' 
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rinaed foe) "tis time to give Melintas and Hortenſia the 
Pleaſure of being together, and I believe Night is fo far 
advanc'd as to make us all deſirous of Reft. Upon this, 
Urania, Felicia, Florinda, and Camilla, return'd a thou- 
ſand Thanks to Celimena for the Pleaſure they. had en- 


joy'd with hergethey embrac'd Hortenſia, careſs d Me 
| fintas, and took Coach. 


As the Caſtle was not far diftant from Celimena' 9, 
they ſoon arriv'd there, diſcourſing on the Adventures 
of theſe amiable Shepherds. I am not ſurprized ( aid 
Camilla) that Horten/ia is ſo witty and genteel, ſhe is 
born beautiful and of an exalted Rank, this is enough to 
give her good Impreſſions ; but L own, Melintas aſto- 
niſhes me, and I cannot comprehend how being born a 
ſimple Shepherd, he can have fo much Merit. Never- 
theleſs, this is not amazing ( /aid Urania) Quality does 
not give perſonal Accompliſhments, and Birth ſeldom 
does more than place our Virtues or Vices in a more con- 


' ſpicuous Light; the ſhepherd therefore may be as valiant 


as the Hero, as witty as the Courtier, and as wiſe as the 
Philoſopher. Melintas is born a Shepherd, but with the 


neceſſary Diſpoſitions for being an amiable Man; his. 


Father was able to cultivate his natural Genius, and Hea- 
ven, who deſign'd him for the Fortune he is now going 
to enjoy, has made him worthy of it. - Yet perhaps, 
(/aid Florinds) all his good Qualities would have been 


buried for ever, had he not fallen in Love with Horten- 


fa, This ſhews us (/aid Felicia) that there are a thou- 
ſand People of Merit, who _ want Opportunity to 
diſplay it. 


DISCOURSING thus, they got home; and tho the 
Diverſions of the Day had very much pleas d them, yet 
they were fatigued; they therefore immediately retired, 
to enjoy a Repoſe, that their ſecret en pre- 
vented from being perfect. | 


k. — - 
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THE 


FIFTH DAY 


the four fair Friends retired, that 
*twas very late before they left their 
Beds, and did not aſſemble together 


aid Camilla to Urania, accofting 
ber as She came out of her Apartment) 
that Pleaſure makes us lazy, and that 

many Days ſpent as Yeſterday was, will give us but lit- 
tle opportunity of enjoying the Solitude we propos'd to 
ourſelves when we left the Town. I don't know (/aid 
Urania) what your Thoughts are on it ; but as for me, 
I aflure you this little Sally makes me enjoy with a bet- 
ter Guſt the Pleaſure of being retired with my Friends. 
Iam as ſenſible of it as you, (/aid Florinda) and tho? 
I was very much diverted at Celimena's, I ſeem'd to be 
but half there; but here I am entire. The Expreſſion 
is bold, {/aid Felicia) but juſt; I am myſelf another 
Proof of it, I carried my Perſon to Ce/imena's, my Heart 
| 4 | | was 
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was ſtill in this dear Manſion. The Diſtinction you 
make (anſber d Urania) is vaſtly obliging to me, ſince 
it ſhews you are as eaſy here, as is you were at home. 
I ſhall endeavour to make you ſo all the time you do 
me the Favour to ſtay with me. As ſhe ſpoke theſe 
Words, they placed themſelves at Table, the Deſert 
was juſt breught in, when a Lackey was ſent to acquaint 


Urania, that Celimena with Hortenſia and Melintas were 


coming to wait on her. 'This made them diſpatch their 
Dinner, and paſs into the Hall to be in readineſs to re- 
ceive that Company: but before they arriv'd, a Valet 
de Chambre of Thel/amont's came with a Packet of Let- 
ters directed to Urania-x what was ſent by him, was of 
too much Conſequence to her ' to be deferr'd, therefore 
(after having ask'd her Friends pardon) ſhe open'd it, 
and read the following Letter. 8 


THELAMONT #URANIA. 


T ſeems an Age fince I left you, ſure Abſence is the 
greateſt of Misfortunes to one that loves as Tdo and 
were I not perſuaded that my being here is of ſervice to you, 
Z Sou A not be able to command my Grief. Pardon me, 
Madam ! If + entertain you with the Emotions of my 
Heart, before I inform you of the Affairs entruſted to my 
Care: I hope they will terminate to the Advantage of 
Geronte, and that I ſhall have the Honour of bringing you 
the Certainty at Beliſa's till which happy. Moment, I. beg 
Urania vill allow ſome little place in her Thoughts to 
bim who-is the tendereſt and moſt faithful of Men, 


THELAMONT, 


WHEN Urania had read this aloud, ſhe look'd far- 
ther into the Packet, and finding a Letter from Oropha- 
nes to Felicia, Here is ſomething ¶ /aid fore to her Friends) 
that will divert us, for I am ſure Felicia will be obliging 
NOS | | | enoug 
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enough to communicate it to us. With theſe Words ſhe 
gave it to that amiable Lady: I find (en/wered foe) I 
muſt follow your Example, and that loving you. fo af- 
fectionately as I do, I ought to give you the ſame 
Marks of it in making nothing a Secret > Pray 


liſten, therefore (continu'd be, ſmiling) J doubt not but 


the Letter will very much deſerve your Attention. 


OROPHANES 5 the Aderable FELICIA: 


— 


I Was very much in the right, Madam, when I infifted 


on it, that I ſhould be much happier when abſent 
from you, than when preſent : When I was near you, 1 
had not the Privilege of uttering the 'leaft Tittle of my 
Paſſion ; 1 was ever cut off, either by a ſevere Look or a 
ſudden Flight; but now J write to you, I can, without 
fear of Interruption, tell you that I adore you, 
that you ingroſs all my Thoughts, — that all my 


Happineſs confifts in your Idea ; bit I dare not 


have ſaid, tho" T had been languiſbing at your Feet theſe 
thouſand Years. 
ing Felicia! youH reſolve to filence-me, to effett which, 
2041] write to ne: Thus a Favour, which ever ſo long 
E continu'd Series of Love and Conflancy avou'd never 
have obtained me, is all at once conferred by an Abſence 


of only two Days ; — {tt your Letters be as angry 


as you can poſebly indite, I ſhall have the Conſolation 


that you cou d not write it, without thinking that Tam 
Tour faithful 
OROPHANES. 


IT muſt be ound (/aid Camilla) that Orophanes 


is of a very amiable Humour, This Letter (added Flo- 


rinda) is of a particular Stamp, but of a Piece with his 
Character. I muſt own (repy'd Felicia) that I have 


no 


How great is my. Happineſs, charm- 
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no room to: pretend to be offended at Declarations of 


Love made in this manner, nor even to deny returning 
them. The footing you are on with each other (aid 


 Urania) does not permit you to be ſevere, ſince every 


body knows you are to be married as ſoon as Orophanes 
hears from his Father. As ſhe concluded theſe Words, 
they heard the Noiſe of Coaches. Urania immediately 
aroſe to meet Celimena, ſhe was accompanied by Horten- 


fia, Melintas, Iphis and Acanthes, who having been to 


wait on her, took this Opportunity of paying their re- 
ſpects again to Urania, Hortenfia and Melintas were 
now dreſt like People of Quality: If that Lady was 
lovely as a Shepherdeſs, ſhe certainly appear'd more 
beautiful in Ornaments worthy of her Charms : and Me- 


/intas, tho' he ſeem'd a moſt amiable Ruſtick, look'd 


more himſelf in the Habit of a Cavalier. The firſt 
Compliment being over, Urania led the Company into 
the Hall, the Sun being too high to admit of walking. 


We come { /aid Celimena) to dedicate to you the laſt 


Day that Hortenſia and Melintas have to ftay with us; 
they ſet out to-morrow. and are fo ſenſible of the Ho- 
nour you did them, that they thought they ſhould be 
wanting in their Duty, if they had not come to return 
you Thanks. I am infinitely obliged to them (reply d 
Urania) for they have no Thanks to pay me; for the 
pleaſure I receiv'd in them, makes the Obligation wholly 
on my fide. Every Body being now ſeated, at firſt the 


| Converſation turned on the noble and eaſy Air of Hor- 
zenfia and Melintas. It muſt be allow'd, (/aid Camilla) 


that the decrees of Providence are wonderful ; for this 


amiable Couple were not form'd to live in Obſcurity, 


and tis to be preſum'd, that Heaven had not beſtow'd 
ſo many Charms on theſe, but to make them what they 
now are. This Reflection is very much to our Advan- 


tage. Madam, (rephy d Melintas) but it ſhall not make 


us vain: In Imitation of the famous Æſop, I'll preſerve 


the Marks of my paſt Condition, to prevent my com- 


mitting Faults in the future. You are very prudent, 


(/aid Camilla) and I do not doubt, but that good Qua- 


lity will gain you as much reſpec, as your others 3 
| le | : 


—— 
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do Love. Now you talk of Love (cry Acanthes) one 
thing very much perplexes me in the Conduct Me/intas 
ought to obſerver.” Tis not cuſtomary, in the Beau Monde, 
to ſee a Husband in Love with his Wife, and he ſeems 
ſo deeply enamour'd with his, that I believe he will, with 
difficulty, get rid of that habit. I aſſure you (rephed 
Melintas) if I muſt be oblig'd to the Obſervance of ſuch 
a Cuſtom, I'Il till refuſe all the Advantages that can 
be offer d me; for I cannot comprehend why the Name 
of Husband ſhould efface that of Lover; what ſeem'd to 
me amiable and worthy of all my Care before Marriage, 
ought I to think leſs charming after that Ceremony? — 
No, doubtleſs, on the contrary ; becauſe that permits 
me to diſcover my Sentiments before the whole World, 
which one is ever painfully oblig'd te conceal before that 
I Union. What Melintas ſays (replyed Urania) is very 
jaſt, and becauſe the Generality of Husbands do not act 
in the ſame manner, is not a reaſon for walking in the 
path they do the Irregularity of their Lives in be- 
having in that way, which is now become a Faſhion, is 
much more ſcandalous than even the extremity of dotage 
ſor a Wife; and I adviſe him not to be carried away by 
the Crowd, but to liſten to the dictates of his own Heart 
only. I am infinitely oblig'd to you, charming Urania! 
e aid 3 bluſhing) for the Counſel you give Me- 
7 lintas, tis very much for my Intereſt, that he ſhould 
e rligiouſly obſerve it. As you will be always dear 
Joo me (anſwered be) I ſhall never ceaſe from giving you 
Marks of your being ſo, in whatever ſtate or condition 
I am. | | | 
AFTER. this, they began to talk of the different 
Diverſions he was going to enjoy: As for me (/aid4 
Iphis) I believe nothing will have the power of en- 
gaping Hortenfia, or Melintas, ſo much as one another. 
All this agreeable Company were too much of his Mind 
to be able to offer any thing in contradiftion to what 
he ſaid, and the Perſons concern'd, giving each other 
2 tender Look, ſufficiently evinc'd the Truth of his 
Opinion. The Sun being by this time a little lower, 
Urania propos dia Walk in the Terra/ſs:; they conſented , 


„„ 
2nd being ſeated on the 


for ſome time, the Subject of their Entertainment: I 
am not ſurpriz d (/d Celimena) that Urania often 
| makes a Party to ſhut herſelf up here; her Houſe, her 
Friends, and her Pen, are ſufficient to ſupply the want 
of every thing. Tis true (rep/y'd foe) this Solitude has 
for me a thouſand Charms; and if I could be perſuaded 


that the Perſons who have done me the Favour to 


accompany me hither, would not be wearied with it, I 
| ſhould never think of quitting it. You ought to be 
perſwaded of it (a»/wwered Felicia) by the Pleaſure we 
enjoy here. I am a Proof of it ( /ai4 Camilla) fince ha- 
ving leſs a guſt for Retirement than any Body, and far 
from an Inclination to bury my ſelf alive; I have never 


ſo much as once wiſh'd to be in Town. This is not ſur- 


prizing, beautiful Camilla ( /aid Iphis) you are always 


in good Company ; you have every Moment People 
coming here, who inform you of all Publick Affairs; 
and tho” in the Corner of a Country Village, are perfectly 


acquainted with all that paſſes, either in the Court orCity. 
AH! (id Urania) as for News we know none, it is 


not a thing agreeable to our Taſtes; what one hears at a 


diſtance and from People either no way concern'd, or too 
much, is aways enlarged, or leſſen'd, and ſometimes al- 
together fabulous: I think no Society ſo ridiculous as 
that of News- mongers, whoſe only buſineſs is to diſcourſe 
on Affairs of State, and who very often make Princes 
ſpeak in a manner which private Men would be aſhamed 
of; I always avoid ſuch Companies with great diligence, 
contented with being able to ſubmit to my lov'd So- 
vereign's Commands, I obey without endeavouring to 
- penetrate into his Secrets: I think indeed (added Flo- 
rinda) it ſhews a want of Reſpe&, to ſpeak of thoſe 
ſort of Affairs; and Princes very often ſee their moſt im- 
portant Deſigns miſcarry, through the Indiſcretion of 
their People: If they are at War, they talk of it as if it 
were a Game at Cheſs ; the General, /ay they, ought to 
make his Attack on that Side ; he will be infallibly re- 


puls'd on the other ; — if he commits ' ſuch a Fault, he 


y Banks which ſurrounded: 
it, the Proſpect, and happy Situation of the Houſe, were, 


| [91], | 
is undone ; but if he makes_uſe of ſuch, or ſuch an Ad- 
vantage, he cannot fail of conquering in ſhort 
all theſe Diſpoſitions, Rumours and Inquiries, make ſo 
much the Entertainment of the People, that the Enemy 
is as well inform'd of ail that paſſes, even in the Heart 
of his Adverfary's Dominions, as if he were his Confi- 
dant. If Peace is made, then the Motives of it are en - 
quir'd into; and pretending to penetrate even to the Clo- 
ſets of their Prince, they vent their own Notions as 
Certainties———— Peace. ( ſay they) was only concluded 
on, out of ſuch a Deſign— The Alliance. that is in 
queſtion, is only on ſuch an Account — The King 
ſaid thus. — The Prince ſeem'd diſcontented. — Strange 
Things are talk'd of. — But I gueſs the Event. In ſhort, 
they ſeem ſome of them to make uſe of Micreſcopes, to 
pry into their Sovereign's Hearts; and the reſt of Tram- 
pets, to publiſh the Diſcovery their Fellows fancy they 
have gain d. e Js 
I very much diſapprove of ſuch ſort of Diſcourſe, : 
{/aid Acanthes) and I would have the common People 
know how to diſſemble their Joy or Fear, as well as 
Kings, Princes, Generals, or Miniſters of State ought 
to do: This is fo diſagreeable to the Taſte of all Mo- 
narchs, who know the Art of Ruling, that Julius Ceſar 
laid, he could never too much admire the Policy of the 
Republick of the Gauli, in having forbid, upon Pain of 
Death, any News to be ſpoken of; and when any thing 
was to be told, they were obliged to addreſs themſelves | 
to the Magiſtrates ; Which Law appear'd ſo wiſe, that 
it is continu'd to this Day in one Government, which is 
allow'd to be a very prudent one. v 
IF ſuch a Reſtraint ( aid Iphis) could be laid on the 
People, it is certain, the Secrets of Princes might be 
preſery'd ; and if their Defigns fail'd, it would at leaſt 
afford them this Conſolation of knowing it happen'd 
not thro? Indiſcretion. The leaſt Reading, (added Ura- 
nia) will convince any one how neceſſary, in Affairs of 
State, Diſſimulation is; tho' Scipio was inform'd 
that Siphax had violated his Faith given to the Romans, 
and had gone over to the Carthaginians, even while his 
4 8 Anbaſſadors 
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* Ambaſſadors were in his Camp, he very much careſs'd 


them, and ſufferd them to depart, loaded with Marks 


of Honour and Friendſhip, immediately giving out a- 


mong his People this falſe piece of News, that they 
were gone to meet, and haſten the March of Siphax's 


Army, who were coming to join them, that he might 


deceive thoſe who ſought to penetrate into the Secrets 
of State- — The Indiſcretion of the Commonalty 
(aid Acanthes) is ſo much to be dreaded, that Alcan- 
der forbade, on pain of Death, the making any men- 
tion of his having loſt in an Action two thouſand Foot, 
and three hundred Horſe ; being perſuaded, that tho! the 
Number was inconfiderable, yet by paſſing thro? ſeveral 
Peoples Mouths, it might be enlarged ſo far, as to paſs 
for a general Defeat. Tis equally dangerous to 
exaggerate either our Loſſes or Conqueſts, the evil Con- 
ſequence being always to be apprehended ; witneſs the 
Imprudence of Terentius Varro, who, after the Bat- 
tle of Cannæ, at a Conference with the Ambaſſadors of 
Capua, who were come to comfort him, and offer him 
their Aſſiſtance, he ſo much aggravated the Los of the 
Romans. that after having heard him, they withdrew 
their Forces to Hannibal; and ſeveral of their Allies 
did the ſame. Neither is the Folly of Furius Philus 
to be forgot { /aid Iphis) who at the ſame time the 
Roman Senate being aſſembled to conſult on what means 
to remedy that Mistortune, cry'd out before all the Peo- 
ple, that all being loſt, Cour.cils were in vain. 
thought (rejoin d Camilla) that Diſſimulation was ne- 
ceſſary to thoſe who rule over others; but I find by 
what you ſay, that tis equally ſo to thoſe who obey. 
*Tis abſolutely ſo for Generals, {ſaid Acanthes) ſince a 
great Captain ought to conceal the Perplexities he is in, 
becauſe the Eyes of the whole Army are on him, to 
find out the good or bad Condition of his Affairs; for 
when, by Misfortune, the Soldiers perceive their Leader 
in Fear or Deſpair, they all abandon the common cauſe, 
and endeavour to ſhift for themſelves ; which makes the 
Miſchief, they only apprehended, actually happe 
Thoſe great Men who have had ſo much Command o- 
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ver themſelves as to conceal their Doubts, can only be 
term'd Heroes How often has an unſhaken Cou- 
rage re-eſtabliſh'd the moſt deſperate Affairs! When 
the Chief maintains his Reſolution, every Body is proud, 


tho' with the hazard of their Lives, to concur with 


him in his Deſigns — Whether in a Battle, or a 
Siege, active or paſſive, Diſſimulation ſtill is requiſite 
Polybius ſays, a General ought to ſet a good Face on 
all Matters, and with Chearfulneſs diſguiſe his Adverſity. 
Alexander never appear'd ſo gay, as before the Battle 
of Arbela ; his Army therefore marched to the Com- 
bat as to an aſſured Victory, as indeed it proved. F 
have read (added Melintas modeftly) that Yercingentorix 
comforted the Gauls for the Loſs of Avaricum, tho? it 
was very conſiderable, by appearing not touch'd at it, 
and by reminding them that it had been his Advice ta 


burn it, and abandon it. This ſhews (ſaid Celimena) 


that it is not for ourſelves we are obliged to diſſemble, 
but in regard to the Prejudice that the Indiſcretioh of 
others may do us. . For if the People could keep a Se- 
cret, the Sovereign would never conceal his Deſigns 
from them; but it not being fo, they ought never ta 
endeavour to dive into them, and when any one has 
Penetration enough to do it, he ought alſo to have Pru- 
dence enough to be ſilent. But that's impoſſible, ¶ aid 
Iphis) of which what happen'd to Monſieur Tureune, 


is a Proof. This great Man making good his 


Retreat from the Imperial Army, which conſiſted of 


of ſixty. thouſand Men, and his at moſt but of fourteen 


thouſand, being come to the Foot of the Mountains 
of Alſatia, and finding that he could not enter into 
the Streights of them, without being expoſed, he be- 
gan to entrench himſelf on the Banks of a River, and 
whilſt they were working, he riding along the Banks 
of the River, ſurvey'd them, crying, Here's a Work 
that's as good as ten thouſand Men; that there is worth 
as much; thoſe in the Center are impracticable; thoſs 
on the Right are not to be inſulted ; concluding from 
thence, that he was ſtronger than the Inf erialiſis. A 
private Centinel, wha ſaw into this way of Reaſoning, 
o 


\ ” 
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that it was only to encourage his Army, and deceive 
the Enemy, had the Hardineſs'to fay to him ; You are 
in the right, my Lord, what we are now doing, is only 
to amuſe the Germans; for if they give us time, we'll 
decamp to that place: pointing with his Finger to the 
ſtrongeſt part of the Mountain. Monſieur Je Turenne, 
finding his Secret diſcover'd by a common Soldier, con- 
rented himſelf with replying, This Lad I find has ſome 
Notions, let him have four Piſtoles to drink ; and im- 
mediately rode away. The Man, however, gueſs'd 


right; for the Germans falling into the Trap, Monſieur 


de Turenne had time to decamp the Night following, 
and gain the Place the Soldier had pointed to. The 
conſequence of this was fo glorious for that great Cap- 
tain, that of ſixty thouſand Germans that had paſs'd the 
Rhine, but eighteen thouſand return'd, the reſt being 
either kill'd or taken. You ſee (continu'd Iphis) by 
this Example, of what conſequence is Secrecy, and Diſ- 
fimulation, and how eager People are to ſhow their Pe- 
netrations: By the Boldneſs of this Soldier, what would 
not have happen'd, if he had ſpoke before any one that 
Had been capable of advertizing the Enemy ? The fame 


Percingentorix, that Melintas has juſt now mention'd, 


- {ent ſome truſty People to meet the Soldiers that were 
ſaving themſelves from Avaricum, Who convey*d them 
td places diſtant from the Army, that they might not 
carry the Alarm thither. . Your talking of Diflimula- 
tion i Felicia) puts me in mind of a Paſſage that 
very much pleaſed me when I read it; Iſcholaiis be- 
ing beſieged, and ſeeing the Enemy approaching, with 
a Battering-Ram to beat down the Walls, open'd him- 
ſelf a Breach, as much as to animate his own fide, by per- 

ſuading them that he feared nothing, as to terrify the 
Enemy, who indeed did neverdare to venture to attempt 
an Entrance at the Door that he had open'd for them : 
but after having deliberated a long 'Time, retired from 
before the place, leaving IJſcholaiis cover'd with Glory. 
By ſuch Wiles as theſe, if Ruin is not prevented, at leaſt 
an immortal Reputation is gain d — This ſhews, 


(aid Acanthes) that the greateſt Affairs depend on the 


Prudence 


1 95]. 


Prudence of the General A famous Grecian Captain 
was accuſtom'd to ſay, that he did not value having ten 
ſuch Men as 4jax, but he wiſh'd very much to have 
ten ſuch as the wiſe Neffor ; making no doubt but 
that then he ſhould ſoon be maſter of all ia, foraſ- 
much as ſuch extenſive Deſigns were not always certain 
to ſucceed by Force, but never miſcarried when Pru- 
dence and good Counſel were made uſe of. The Ro- 
mans ( added [phis) held Fabius Maximus in much great- 
ter Efteem than Marcellus, calling Marcellus the Sword 
of the Commonwealth, and Fabius the Shield; one be- 
ing fit to acquire, the other to preſerve: but the Preſer- 
vation of the State being of moſt Conſequence, they 
had much more Veneration for the Wiſdam and Prudence 
of the one, than the Yalhour and Courage of the other. 
From hence (/aid Celimena) we may draw this juſt 
Concluſion, That it is more . glorious to know how to 
preſerve a Kingdom, than to conquer new ones; ſince 
often the Weakneſs of the Poſſeſſor contributes more to 
the Conqueſt, than the Courage of the Vitor, —— Ag 
War is a Trade, (reply Acanthes) where Fortune very 
much intereſts herſelf, and where the Fruit of ſeveral 
Campaigns may be loſt in one Day, a Prince cannot 
make better uſe of his good Fortune, than in procuring 
Peace, which is a thouſand times more glorious than 
all the Conqueſts his Courage or his Ambition can gain 
him. Doubtleſs (/aid Iphis) a Prince ought neyer to 
attempt any thing of Difficulty, when the Danger is 
evident; nor tho' he be even aſſured of Victory, will 
it be prudent in him to refuſe a good Peace ;- the Incon- 
veniences of a long War ought to make him reflect on 
the unavoidable Misfortunes that befal an innocent Peo- 
ple; the Land uncultivated, the Cities defenceleſs, the 
Villages plunder'd and burnt, the poor Peaſants mur- 
der d, or drove from their Homes, are irreparable 
Loſſes. Es "I | | | 
BUT, Cad Urania) ſuppoſe the Peace that is of 
fer'd. is on ſuch hard Conditions, that they touch the 
Hogour of the King and Kingdom? In that Caſe (re- 
21y'4 Acanthes) War is preferable to a bad Peage, under 
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which are often hid the Motives of a War ſtill more ter- 
rible. What they call clapping up a Peace, is only to 

get Breath, and gain time till a more favourable Op- 
portunity offers itſelf. Miniſters that value themſelves 
on being refined Politicians, always leave ſome Flaw in 
their Treaties of Peace. that they may not want an Op- 
portunity to declare the War, on which they meditate, 
even whilſt they are ſigning; but when theſe Fineſſes 
are ſeen into, it is much better to continue the War: 
for a Peace that is made under the Auſpices of Iniquity 
and Deceit, muſt be the Ruin of the People and Prince 
that figns it. The Romans ask'd the Privernates, of 
what Continuance the Peace they were then making 
with them would be? They reply'd, that if they 
granted them a good one, it ſhould be inviolable and 
laſting ; if not, it would be ſoon broke. Herennius (aid 
Tphis) a Captain of the Samnites, being conſulted with 
on what ſhould be done with the Romans that they had 
ſhut up in the Caduan Streights, where they had them 
at their Mercy, advisd that they ſhould be cour- 
teouſly ſuffer*d to depart, to oblige them to a perpetual 
Friendfhip, or elſe that they ſhould be every Man cut 
off, to give ſo great a Shock to their Eſtate, that they 
might never recover it: but that one or the other muſt 
be done; for, {/aid he) to let them go on certain Con- 
ditions, or by impoſing certain Penalties on them, will 
not be the Way to make Friends of them, nor deliver 
ourſelves from them as Enemies; becauſe that in the 
State Fortune had thrown the Romans, they would cer- 
tainly agree to every thing that was propoſed to them; 
but when they ſhould be at Liberty, they would obſerve 
none of them, becauſe they would not think themſelves 
any ways obliged to do, what Force and Neceſſity had 
made them promiſe. | 
CASAR was in the right, added Acantbes. when 
he faid that the true time for making a laſting Peace, 
was when the two Parties were of equal Strength ; for 
then different Intereſts being weigh'd and conſider d 
with Juſtice, the Agreement became better and firmer, 
It is a pity (/ai4 Camilla) that fcanthes and Iphis are 
1 5 | BP not 
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not Generals or Miniſters of State, they reaſon in a man- 
ner that muſt make us believe they would ſucceed in ei- 


ther State, TI aſſure you, Madam, (rep/y'd Acanthes) it 


is much eaſier to all, than to execute; and for all our 
Theory, we ſhould be at a great Loſs in the Prafich. 
Beſides (added Iphis) we are too much united, to poſ- 


ſeſs great Poſts together and at the ſame time, How | 


(/aid Celimena) would not your Union be of uſe to 
the State? it ſeems to me that the Friendſhip between 
the'two Generals or Miniſters, ſhould make them join 
in every thing; and conſequently Affairs ſucceed bet- 
ter. No, Madam, (rep/y'd Iphis) too ſtrict an-Intelli- 
gence between two great Men, whether in a Monarchy 
or Republick, is always to be ſuſpected, and oftentimes. 


becomes dangerous, eſpecially in Commonwealths that 


are govern'd by a Democracy or Ariſtocracy. We have 
ſeveral Examples in paſt times, that when a Man raiſes 
himſelf to any pitch of Grandeur or Power, there is al- 
ways ſome one or other, that is ſtirred up by, Emulation 
to follow him cloſely ; and often to ſurpaſs him ; and 
when there has been an Union between theſe two, it 


has generally occaſion'd the publick Ruin; for Ambiti- 


en robed with Authority, ſeldom contents itfelf with 
Terms as a private Citizen. FTwas this Reaſon that made. 
Cicero, foreſeeing the Diſſenſion which would happen. 
between Cz/ar and Pompey by the Death of Craſſus and 
Julia, cry out in open Senate, with a Spirit of Prophe- 
cy, thoſe two great Men being preſent, I wiſh to the 
Gods there had never been any Intimacy or Friendſhip. 
between Cz/ar and Pompey, or that it had been never: 
interrupted! Time made good this Prediction; for Cæ- 
far, who owed his extreme Greatneſs only to that. 
Friendſhip, ſaw the Bands of it broke by the Death of. 
Julia his Daughter; Pompey's Wife, and by that of Craſ- 
fus, their common Mediator; and the Reſult of this 
ri Friendſhip was a dreadful War occafion'd by their 
Ambition, for Cæſar could not ſuffer Pompey to be his. 
Superior, nor Pompey could not allow of Cæſar's being. 
his Equal. Cato of Utica (added Acanthes) never ap- 
proved of that Correſpondence, and often faid in full 


Senate, 
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Senate, that the Commonwealth would be ruin'd by 
' thoſe two Men. This Underſtanding between two great 
Miniſters, in a Monarchy, ouglit to be ſuſpicious 
to the Prince, A great King, whoſe Memory will for 
ever by all the World be reſpected, knew ſo well this 
Truth, that during the Life of two illuſtrious Miniſters, 
one of the Army the other of the Finances, he had 
the Art of raiſing Jealouſy between each other; which 
animated them with ſo much Emulation, that 'twas 
who could beft ſerve their Maſter ; and to their very 
Death he drew ſuch Services from them, as greatly con- 
__ tributed to his Triumphs. Tis true, {/aid Urania) when 
thoſe Diſſenſions do not proceeed ſo far as Hatred, the 
Prince is always well ſerved. But it is very dangerous 
when thoſe Enmities are fomented by Ambition, as 
were thoſe of Pericles and Thufdides, of Marius and Syl- 
la, Auguſtus and Mark Anthony. Yet, ( ſaid Felicia) Cato 
was charmed when he ſaw thoſe Contentions between 
the leading. Men of the State; he fomented and kept 
them up, thereby preſerving the Authority of the Com- 
monwealth. Doubtleſs, (anſwer d Iphis) theſe Oppo- 
fitions inſpire good Men with Emulation, and excite 
them to Virtue, and retard the ill Deſigns of the wick- 
ed. Cincinnatus ( added Acanthes) remonſtrated to Ap- 
ius, Who would not conſent that the Number of the 
Fribunes of the People ſhould be augmented, tho' it 
was for the Intereſt of the Republick that there ſhould 
be a great many, far from leſſening them: for ¶ aid he) 
the more there are, the leſs Power and Authority will 
they have, by their different Intereſts and Oppoſitions ; 
for one alone will be ſufficient to prevent the Reſoluti- 
ons of the reſt. I think this an admirable Piece of Po- 
licy, (/a:d Celimena) for there cannot be too much 
Conſtraint laid on them that govern the People, nor in- 
deed, on the People themſelves, who are without Diſ- 
cernment, diffident, ſcrupulous, Friends only to For- 
tune, always worſhipping the rifing Sun, following 
them whom they are in want of ; yet do they no ſooner 
obtain what they demand, than they forget the Bene- 


fit and the Benefactor. To prove the Truth of what 
f | Celimena 


TOW} © 
Celimena ſays, (added Urania) you need only look on the 
People of Athens running to meet Alcibiades victorious, 


and ſinging Hymns in his praiſe ; aud obſerve them a- 
nother time, when his Affairs were not ſo fortu- 


nate, calling him Traitor to his Country, accu- 


ſing him, ſeeking his Death, and imputing to him as 
Crimes, all that he had done for the Glory of the Com- 
monwealth. Look back ( /ays Florinda) on Appius ac- 


cuſed, every body, great and ſmall, declainy againſt 


him: He dies — the whole World runs to his Houſe, 
will aſſiſt at his Funeral, honour his Obſequies, and 


liſten to his Praifes. Thoſe of Syracuſa (ſaid Iphis) 


crying out unanimouſly in the publick Streets and Pla- 


ces, that the Death of their King ought to be reven- 
ged, one ſingle Harangue changed them ſo much, that 


ſcarce would they bury him. It muſt be allow'd ( /a:d 


Celimena) that the Preſence of Urania has an abſolute ' 


Power over our Minds, ſince it has made the Converſa- 
tion fall on Subjects that one would ſcarce think ſhould 
amuſe Perſons of our Sex — True (added Camilla) e- 


very thing ſeems to agree with the Plan that we pro- 


poſed to follow here ; but what charms me moſt, is, 


that we have not wanted the Aſſiſtance of Urania's Li- 


brary, to form an engaging Converſation. When there's 
as much Wit in a Company as in this (ar/wwer'd Urania) 
nothing is wanting towards diverting themſelves but 
one another, yet I believe a little Walk will be pleaſing 


to Celimena. At theſe Words, the Whole Company ri- 
ſing, ſhe led them inſenſibly to a Summer-Houſe, every 


way opening to different Preſpects. There they found 
a Table ſet forth with every Thing requiſite for a mag- 
nificent Collation. Celimena ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this 
Piece of Gallantry. But the three Friends of Uranie 
ſeem'd the more ſo, becauſe they had not ſeen her 
give any Orders, which obliged them to admire in ſe- 


eret, the Manner ſhe made herſelf be waited on; a 


Wink being ſufficient for her to be obey'd. The Com- 
pany was compleatly regaled, and returned to Walking, 
after having greatly praiſed the Repaſt. They return- 
ed to the Terraſs, where being ſeated, the Converſati- 
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on began with the Sorrow Celimena expreſs'd, that Ura- 
ria was going to quit them for ſome Days. I know Be- 
liſa (continued foe) and am convinced, the will detain you 
as long as poſſible ; we ſhall therefore, in all probabi- 
lity, loſe you for a longer Time than you imagine. Your 
obliging Fear (reply'd Urania) touches my Heart very 
fenſibly, but I hope, Madam, ſo far from ſtay ing 
there, I ſhall be able to perſuade Beliſa, to come and 
ſpend a few Days here: We only go to her, to be Wit- 
neſſes of a Marriage, and to partake with her in the 
Joy ſhe is going to have at uniting for ever two Perſons 

that are extremely dear to her. I have heard talk of 
 Or/ames and Fulia ( ſaid Celimena ) and the AMiQi- 
ons Beli/a had ſuffer d; and I aſſure you, I am very 
much pleaſed at the Satisfaction that Or/ames's Re- 
turn muſt have given her, ſince that terminates the 
Differences that were between two Families, which 
might have been equally prejudicial to them both. It 
mult be allow'd {/aid Acanthes) that Hymen has great 
Prerogatives. Alliances among private People, put an 


End to the cruelleſt Enmities, finiſh Law ſuits, raiſe 


up ruin'd Families, or ennoble flouriſhing ones. Among 


Sovereigns, Marriages conclude Wars, appeaſe dangerous 


Emotions ; States are ſtrengthened by thoſe ſort of Uni- 
ons, they are ſupported, and often augmented in Honour 
and Power. —- [t's certain (/ai4 Urania) that 
we have ſeen Wars laſt thirty or forty Years, deſtroy 
whole Countries, the Inhabitants of them ruin'd, wan- 
dring from Province to Province, for the Safety of their 
Lives, dragging their miſerable Families along with 
them, the Land uncultivated, all Commerce ſtopt, Cre- 
dit loſt, Nations at other times dreaded and reſpect- 
ed by their Neighbours, become their Scorn, and in all 
probability, going to become a Prey to their Enemies ; 
when he, who in his Hands holds the Hearts of King's, 
has often appeaſed theſe furious Warriors by the Union 
of Princes, who were not even born when the War be- 
n. We have famous Examples of this in France, (ſaid 
Iphis) fince the long Wars that we have had with 
Spain, England, and Savey, have always been 9 
| ! by 


[ 201 | 


by Marriages; the ſacred Bands of which, have reſto- 


red to the Provinces their Inhabitants, Sons to their Fa- 


thers, reſtored Commerce, by eſtabliſhing Peace among 
Nations. May ſuch Unions (cry Acanthes). be ever 
happy, may the auguſt Objects of them that produce 


lo much good, enjoy an everlaſting Felicity; let Epi- 
thalamiums be ſung, Bonfires lighted up, and trium- 


phal Arches erected, that their Names may be known 


and revered throughout the whole Earth. The Com- 
pany could not help laughing at Acan#hes's Rapture, yet: 
agreed that Alliances ſo neceſſary for the Good of the 
People could not be too much celebrated. They have al- 
ways (/aid Florinda), been. the only Means to eſtabliſh. 
Peace. Agas, King of Cyrene, could not accommodate: 
the Difference he had with his Brother Pro/rmy, but by 
promiſing him his Daughter Berenice in Marriage for 
his Nephew. Juſtin reports (added Felicia) that Da 


rius, after he had got poſſeſſion. of the Empire of Cyrus. 


married his Daughter, that it might appear to. the Per-- 
fans, who had the Memory of that Hero in great Ve- 
neration, that his Scepter was rather continued in the: 
Family, than put into the Hands of Strangers. Targuin: 
King of the Romans. (ſaid Camilla) obliged the La 
tins, and gained their Friendſhip, by marrying his. 
Daughter to Ofawius Manlius Tuſculan, one of the prin-- 
cipal Captains of the Latin Nation. All this proves. 
(/aid Tphis) how very neceſſary Marriages are, and: 


that without the Strength of thoſe Bands, every thing; 


would be in Confuſion and Diſorder. Tis that has made: 
Hortenſia and Melintas ſo happy (added Celimena) but: 
whatever Pleaſure we enjoy by being here, I believe: 
it is time to leave Urania- at liberty, to think of her 


Departure. On this, all the Company got up; Urania 


endeavour'd all ſhe could to keep them to Supper !. but: 
Celimena telling her ſhe was obliged. to be at home be- 
times, they were forced to part: After a thouſand mu- 
tual Careſſes, and promiſes of meeting again, they bid: 
each other Adieu. Celimena was ſcarce gone, when a: 
Man deſired to ſpeak with Felicia; being order'd to come: 
in, he preſented her with a Packet of Letters; ſhe: 
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me in aſſuring you of our perfect good Wijhes, 


[ 202] 


knew the Hand to be Celia's, her Niece, the Nun that 


had brought her acquainted with O/ympia : She open'd 
it in a Hurry, and after having read it foftly, Here is 
ſoméè News ( /aid ſhe to Urania) that concerns you, I 


ſhall now fatisfy the Curioſity you expreſs'd about O- 
 Iympia's Story, ſhe ſends it me here, wrote in her own 


hand: This is Celia's Letter, which will inform you of 


what it is neceſſary you ſhould know, before I read you 


what Olympia ſays. | 


CELIA wu FELICIA: 

6 MING Olympia, Madam, is return d hither : 
ber Friendſhip for me has made her pitch on this 
place to dedicate herſelf to Retirement in: 'The regard 
you expreſs'd for her, makes me inform you of her Fate; 
ſhe has juft taken Vows, that deprive the World of the 
Expectation of her return to it; as ſhe is dead to it, Se 
no longer makes a Difficulty in declaring who ſhe is; ſhe 
even thinks ſhe ſhows her Humility in publiſhing her Ad. 
venture: And for that Reaſon, as well as out of Gra- 
titude for the Affection you expreſs d for her, ſhe has aurit 
you the Hiſtory, the Accidents in which will, I believe, 
appear worthy of your Attention. She defires you to com- 
municate it to Urania, for Reaſons you'll find in reading 
it; | I'm convinced you ' will be very much touch'd with 
the Misfortunes and Virtue of Olympia, auho joins with 


| T vow ( /aid Camilla) my Curioſity is very much 
rais'd, and I burn with Impatience to hear this Hiſto- 
ry. So do I, (reply'd Urania) and the Reaſon, Olympia 
ſays, ſhe has for my knowing it, augments my. In- 
quiſitiveneſs. As Felicia was going to read, word was 
brought Urania, that a Valet belonging to Or /ames was 

25 hs e arrived, 
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arrived, who had a Letter for her from Beliſa; ſhe er- 
der'd him to be brought in: This is a Day of Meſſen - 
gers, (/aid /2e laughing.) Something tells me (/d Flo- 
rinda) that this has ſome relation to Oꝶmpia's Affairs. 
The Valet coming in at theſe Words, and giving Beli- 
ſa's Letter to Urania, ſhe immediately read it aloud, 


BE LISA v URANIA. 


EAR Urania, the unfortunate Arimont 7s this 
2 moment expir'd;, the Afiction we are in at bis 
Death, obliges us to marry Julia without any Marks of © 
 Regoycing, and to beg you not to quit your agreeahle Man- 
fon, this being able to affard hun nothing but Otzjechs for 
your Tears. Our | Lowers are ta be united ibis Night; 
and ts-morrow we ſet out for the Town. Arimont has 
left. his whole Eflate to Orſames, on Condition that he 
pays an Annuity to Olympia, whom Felicia mentioned to 
you: That beautiful Lady 1s the Cauſe of his Death. 
This is all I have at preſent time to tell you. I embrace, 
Dear Urania, you, and your amiable Society. | 
e Be... + +. £-e. -.: 
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THIS is a very extraordinary Accident ( /aid Flo- -' 
rinda.) Then Urania ask'd the Valet, it he was to go 
back to Beliſa's. He anſwer'd, No, he was to go to the 
Town, to get Things in readineſs for the Reception of 
Or/ames and Julia. If ſo { ſaid Urania) yow'll very 
much oblige me, if you will charge yourſelf with a 
Letter for Thelamont. He having aſſur'd her that he 
would punQually acquit himſelf of ſuch a Commiſſion, 
ſhe wrote Thelamont word of the Alteration that Ari- 
mont's Death had occaſion' d. The Valet promiſed her 
to deliver him the Letter that very Night, and ſo took 
his leave. The four Friends, foreſeeing that they 
ſhould not be any more interrupted, for ſome 7 1 4 
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| Refted on what they had heard; but being deſirous to 
| know more, Urania begg'd Felicia to begin Olympia's Sto- 


ry. She then opened the Packet, and read as fol- 
lows. 1 1 | 


ESE AA A A AAAS 


The Hiftory of OLYMPIA. 
1 FELICIA. 


Have conſecrated the Remainder of my Life to the 
Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe; and to you, Ma- 
dam, I dedicate all the Aceidents of it: Don't think 
yourſelf obliged to me, for could I excuſe myſelf from 
publiſhing them, you ftill ſhould remain ignorant of 
my ſtrange Adventures : The Shame ſuch a Relation 


gives me, is a piece of Humiliation F impoſe on my- 


ſelf, to expiate my Crimes. You fee, Madam, in 


what Situation my Mind is, whilſt I inform you of that 


ee your Friendſhip for me makes you deſirous to 
ow. | e | 
CLIDANOR and Clhontes were two Brothers, ex- 
tremely rich; their Names cannot be unknown to you, 
Jince the ſtri& Friendſhip there is between you and the 
prudent Lrania, cannot let you be ignorant of any thing 
that relates to Beliſa; and conſequently you-muſt know, 
that Cleontes was Husband to the Beautiful Arſeſne, and 
Father of Or /ames. As for Clidanor his elder Brother, his 
Fate (which none can avoid) married him to 4rmira, 
whoſe Alliance was neceſſary towards obtaining a Poſt 


of Importance, which was all the Fortune ſhe brought 


nim; having but little or no Eſtate, Part of that of 


Clidanor was ſettled en the firſt Child he ſhould have, 


whether Male or Female. Armira was alarm'd to find 


Berſelf without Children, after having been. married a 


* Years 


ws 
r ... RT” . RT TR Os PEE III 


O 


L 205 1 


Year ; her Ambition made her apprehenſive of loſing 


her Husband, without having an Heir to ſecure the Sue- 


ceſſion of the Eſtate to her. This Idea made ſuch an 
Impreſſion in her Mind, that ſhe could not refrain from 


truſting her Fears with a Friend of hers, a Widow, 
who viſited her conſtantly ; and for whom Clidanor had 
a particular Eſteem. This Lady, whoſe Name was E- 


milia, enter'd into Armira's Reaſons, and offer'd to 
ſerve her, if ſhe would follow her Advice ; which was, 


to feign being big with Child, and at the Time ap- 
pointed for her lying in, ſhe would ſupply her with a 
diſcreet truſty Midwife, and a Counterfeit Child. Ar- 
mira blinded by Intereſt, and certainly believing ſhe 
ſhould be left a Widow, readily embraced the Propo- 
ſal, ſubmitting herſelf entirely to the Direction of E- 
milia's Prudence, A Month after this Reſolution was 
taken, Armira ſaid, ſhe was with Child, and pretend- 
ed daily to ſuffer the Diſorders proper to give Credit to 
her Fiction. The Time appointed for her Delivery be- 
ing come, Emilia ſent her the Woman ſhe had promiſed 
her ; and her Labour being concerted to be in the 
Night-rime, they took their Meaſures ſo well, that 4r- 
mira was brought to bed about three a clock in the 
Morning, of a Daughter, who, I muſt inform you, is 
the unfortunate Perſon now writing to you. The Thing 
paſt perfectly well, the Execution was crown'd with an 
iaviolable Secrecy, which Armira rewarded magnificent- 
ly ; and ſhe had no other Trouble in the Management 
of the Affair, than in not having Zmilia's Company: 
but ſhe being ſeiz'd with a Fever, the Night before 


Armira's Labour, they were prevented from diverting 


themſelves together with the Succeſs of their Project. 
Emilia's real Sickneſs laſted longer than Armira's feign+ 
ed one; but at length, being both perfectly recovered, 


they were inſeparable. I was nurs'd at home, ſo that 


Clidanor ſaw me every Day; his Tenderneſs for me grew 
fo great, that his Wife was ſurpriz'd at it, and often in 


private Diſcourſe with Emilia, ſaid, That Nature. 


certainly chiefly conſiſted in Prepoſſeſſion, ſince Clidanor 
believing himſelf my Father, ſeemed to ** _ 
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Bowels and Affection of one; whereas ſhe being ac 


quainted with the Truth, had no regard for me. Eni- 


lia anſwer'd her, that Sympathy had ſometimes the, 


ſame Effect as Conſanguinity; and that it was no won- 
der Clidanor, prepoſſeis'd with the Idea of being my 
Father, ſhould love me as his Daughter, if there was 


that Sympathy between us; and if ſo, it would have 


the ſame Effect on me, and I ſhould love him in the 
ſame manner. a 

A Year paſt away in theſe Diſcourſes and Reflections, 
Armira being perfectly well ſatisfy'd in having foreſeen 
and prevented the Misfortunes which otherwiſe might 
have befallen her, on the Death of her Husband, = 
had but an indifferent ſtate of Health, and was but of a 
tender Complexion: But the divine Director of all 
Things, thought fit to puniſh Armira for her criminal 
Precautions in permitting her to be big with Child in 
Reality, and to be deliver'd of a Son ; her affectionate 
Tenderneſs for whom was ſo great, that twas a mortal 
Affliction to her to have brought into tae Family a 
ſuppos'd Child, who would ſupplant her own, and rob 
him of the greateſt Part of his Fortune. But Clidanor, 
charm'd with the Increaſe of his Family, had a greater 


regard for Armira, and employ'd all his Care in the 


bringing up Arimont and me, ( for 'tis He and I, 
Madam, who are the mournful Objects of this melan- 
choly Hiſtory.) The extravagant Grief of Armira, and 
the Hatred ſhe conceived for me, are not to be expreſs'd ; 
ſhe was a thouſand times tempted to diſcover the Stra- 
. tagem to Clidanor, and had done it, had it not been 


for Emilia, who perſuaded her off of it, by ſhewing 


her the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Confeſſion ; and by 
making her ſenſible that C/zdanor*s Love would be im- 
mediately changed to an Averſion for her; and that at 


leaſt ſhe ought to wait for a more favourable Opportu- 


nity for making ſuch a Declaration. FELT 
THE ambitious Armira, yielded to the Counſels of 
the cunning Emilia; and diſgui:'d, as well as ſhe poſ- 
ſibly could, both her Affliction, and her Hatred. As 
for Clidanor, his Affection, was equally divided be- 
| tween 
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we my Brother and me, and our Love for him com- 
leated his Happineſs: Arimont lov'd me fondly, and 
him; and it ſeem'd as if paternal and Fraternal Love 
had conſpir d to add to the Aſtoniſhment of Armira, 
who could not comprehend, what ſhe called, an odd 
Effect of the Power of Prepoſſeſſion. 
AS Arimont and 1 were brought up with the No- 
tion of being Brother and Sifter, our Fondneſs, guided- 
by the Prejudices of Infancy, and Reaſon, did not ex- 
ceed the Bounds that the — of our Blood, and 
the Laws of Nature ſet us. Clidanor bleſs'd Heaven 
for the Union of his Children, at the ſame time that 
Armira accuſed it of Injuſtice: Emilia was not like 
her, ſhe ſhow'd ſo tender a regard for me, that I found 
my ſelf a thouſand times more inclin'd to love her than 
Armira, whoſe Severity made me tremble. We liv'd 
thus to the Age of fourteen or fifteen, when Armira 
was attack'd by a very violent and dangerous Diſtem- 
5 ſhe was reduc'd to ſuch an Extremity, that belie- 
ving 1 hs had but a few Moments to live, ſhe reſoly'd to 
declare her Secret to Clidanor. You may gueſs, Ma- 
dam, his Aſtoniſhment at ſuch a piece of News; he 
was ſenſible of all the Horror of it; and tho! his Pru- 
dence made him hide it from Armira, and comfort her, 
by aſſuring her he pardon'd her, yet he could not over- 
come the Averſion her Confeſſion had given him for 
her. Armira thinking herſelf greatly obliged to Emi - 
lia, would not own the Part ſhe had acted in the Ad- 
venture; ſo that my Father remain'd ignorant of her 
having adviſed her to it. 

IN the mean time Clidanor, after having publickly 
declared, that I was not his Daughter, but a Child, 
from whom his Friendſhip ſhould never leſſen, ordered 
Arimont and me to be brought to him, My Son (/aid 
he to Arimont) Olympia is neither my Daughter, nor 
your Siſter ; the mutual Affection you have for each 
other, makes me hope that you will, without Difficulty, 
conform yourſelves to my Intentions ; you Arimont, out, 
of the Obedience you owe me; and you Oꝶmpia, out 
of ner to me, which the Education I have given 

you, 
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you, and the Friendſhip I have ſhewn you, demands of 


you: I am not your Father, but deſire to be ſo, and 
to repair the Unhappineſs of your Deſtiny, by giving, 
you 4rimont for a Husband ; let your brotherly Af- 


fection become conjugal, tis my Deſire; and let the 


Richeſt, and the moſt Powerful Matches. be offer'd for 
my Son, I will not alter my Reſolution. 'Tho' we 
were very young, yet we were perfectly ſenſible of the 


Alteration of our Condition: As for me, who was a 


Year older than 4rimont, I was ſo touch'd with C- 


_ danor's Goodneſs, that I threw myſelf at his Feet to | 


thank him; the Shame, the being born of unknown 
Parents gave me, ſeem'd to be ſufficiently repair'd to 
me, by becoming Wife to Arimont; ſo that I took all 
the pains 1 could, to render myſelf beloved. Alas J. 


I ſucceeded but too well! Our Reaſon not oppoling it- 
ſelf to the Sentiments which they endeavoured to in- 


ſpire us with: We conceiv'd a Paſſion for each other, 


ſo much the more violent, inaſmuch as the Force of 


Blood created a Sympathy between us ; but that is a. 


Myſtery which the following Narration, will ſoon e- 


nough diſcover. | | 
 ARMIRA recovered, and was very well. pleas'd. 
with having diſcover'd her Secret. Emilia, who was 


one of the firſt that knew what ſhe had done, trembled. 


for herſelf ; but was ſtill more ſurpriz'd at the Reſolu- 


tion that CAHdanor had taken, of marrying Arimont and 
me ; ſhe repreſented to him, with all the Freedom of 


a faithful and intimate Friend, the Diſproportion of 
ſuch a Match, and.the Diſhonour he would do his Fa.- 
mily. But he continued firm in his- Deſign, and vow'd 


to put it in execution as ſoon as Arimont ſhould attain 


to the Age of Twenty. But there being five Years yet 
to come, before that Time, itleſſen'd. the ſecret Uneaſi- 


neſs that tormented Emilia; fhe hoping, that in that 
time ſome Accidents might happen to break off the Mar- 


riage, which ſhe had juſt Reaſons to apprehend.. | 
WE being now brought up, not as Brother and Si- 
ſter, but as being to be married together, Years roll'd 


Where 


wow 


JVP 
Where is divine Juſtice? Victims to the Crime of our 
Mothers, we became ſo guilty, that they appear'd inno- 
cent, in compariſon to us: We for ever baniſhed the 
Names of Brother and Siſter, 'Terms too feeble to ex- 
reſs what we felt: We chang'd our Expreſſions of 
fraternal Friendſhip, into the tendereſt Vows of invio- 
late Love, even till Death; and our Paſſion grew ſo 
violent, that Clidanor thought himſelf obliged to mar- 
ry us a Year ſooner than he had intended. What tranſ- 
porting News was this for paſſionate Lovers! We were 
waiting for the happy Day with an Impatience propor- 
tionable to our Love, when Emilia ſent to deſire Cui- 
danor to come to her, on an Affair of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, He went, and did not return till late, with 
the u:moſt Melancholy painted in his Countenance. A 
Fore-knowledge of our Misfortune, made us tremble at 
ſeeing Clidanor in that Condition; I did not dare to 
approach him, but Arimont, more hardy than J, fol- 
lowed him into his Apartment : he continued for ſome 
time in a melancholy Silence; but at length, looking 
upon his Son, Arimont, {ſaid be to him) arm yourſelf 
with all the Virtue I have endeavoured to inſpire you 
with ſince your Birth, ſubdue your eagereſt Wiſhes, and 
let Honour be your only Guide in all your Actions; I 
have a Secret to diſcover to you, which makes theſe 
Perfections requiſite: If it were poſſible for you to re- 
main ignorant of it, I would ſpare giving you the dread- 
ful ſtroke; but, my dear Son, you muſt know it, to 
preſerve you from committing a Crime; Olympia can- 
not be your Wife, ſhe is your Siſter, and my Daughter. 
I read in your Eyes the Exceſs of your Grief (aid he 
zo him, ſeeing Arimont turn pale) but liſten to me, my Son, 
and let my Example help you, to avoid the Misfor- 
tunes I have drawn upon myſelf; I did not eſpouſe 
your Mother out of Love, Intereſt was the only Mo- 
tive of my Marriage; I was paſſionately in love, and 
equally beloy'd ; we have carried on our Affair ever 
ſince I was married, without your Mother's ever per- 
ceiving it. In the mean time; the Perſon I lov'd grew 
big with Child, and perſuaded your Mother that _ 
1 l V0 
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I aw 4rimont, prevented me from asking an Explanati- 
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would never have any Children, and therefore, to make 


ſure to herſelf my Eſtate, ſhe ought to produce a pre- 


tended Child. Vour Mother, whoſe Ambition is bound- 
leſs, approv'd of her Counſel; ſo that the time for that 
Lady's Labour being come, ſhe contriv'd to give her 
the Child ſhe was juſt brought to bed of, which is 


this ſame Oßunpia my Ignorance had like to have made 


you marry. You may eaſily judge, my dear Son, that 
they with Care hid from me ſo criminal a Contrivance; 
ſo that I, for ſome time, brought up Olympia as my 
own Daughter : you know, that your Mother, think- 


ing herſelf at the point ef Death, declared to me part 


of what I now tell you; but not knowing who O/ympia's 
Mother was, ſhe could not inform me of that. It not 
being poſſible for Nature to be deceiv'd, I could not 


look on Olympia with any other Eyes than thoſe of a 


Father: I at that time thought myſelf inſpir'd with 
thoſe Sentiments by the pity which her Beauty, her 
Youth, and the Misfortune of her Birth, rais'd in my 
Breaſt ; ſo that to ſatisfy, in ſome meaſure, the Ten- 
derneſs I had for her, I reſolv'd to marry her to you: 
"Twas I that gave Birth to your Paſſion, I alone am 
guilty, and I beg Heaven, that the Puniſhment may 
fall on me only: But now I am inform'd of the Truth, 
*tis your part, my dear 2rimont, to àſſiſt me to expiate 
the Crimes any other Perſons, as well as you and I, 
might have committed on the ſame Ocraſion. This is 
what I had to inform you of, and what Honour and 
Probity forces me to confeſs to you: Your Silence and 
Aſtoniſhment is a proof to me of your Affliction; but 
I cannot help Oꝶjmpia's being your Siſter now. C/i- 
danor left off ſpeaking ;- but Arimont was ſo ſtruck, that 


he fell down in a Swoon at his Father's Feet, without be- 


ing able to ſpeak one Word. C/idanor, with the utmoſt 
Grief and Surprize, call'd for help, As I was uneaſy 
at the length of their Converſation, I was one of the 
firſt that ran: As ſoon as Clidanor ſaw me, Child (/aid 


Be) your Brother will be the Death of me. Theſe Words 


ſtruck me with Horror: but the Condition in which 


n 
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on of them: He was, with a great deal of difficulty 


brought to himſelf, and put to bed in a burning Fever ;, 
I was at his Bed's-head, and my extreme Tenderneſs 
for him having made me forget Clidanor's Words, I took 
my unhappy Brother by the Hand, My dear Arimont 
(/aid J to him) what can be the Misfortunes that have 

t you into this Condition? Can any thing be one to 
you, ſince I love you, and will never love any other? 


This Diſcourſe cover'd him with Bluſhes. Olympia. * 
{/aid he ) you ſhall not from me know the Thander-clap 


that has overwhelm'd me, I wiſh you may have more 
Strength to bear it than I; but be not ſurpriz'd if I 
cannot ceaſe adoring you, Arimont pronounced theſe. 
Words with ſo much earneſtneſs, that I attributed them 
to his Fever, and thought that had made him light- 
headed ; for T could not conceive why he ſhould excuſe 
himſelf to me for being faithful, when he knew I placed 
all my Happineſs in his Love. I was preparing to 
anſwer him, when I was ſent for by /rmira : The cruel 
Woman had hid her ſelf in a Claſet, where ſhe had 
heard all Clidanor's Diſcourſe to her Son, and took a 
malicious Pleaſure in telling me my Misfortune, with- 
out extenuating it. I was. no ſooner near her, but ſhe 
painted it to me, with all the Colours that could add 


to the Horror of it, accompany'd with the moſt oppro- 


brious Names: and concluded her Diſcourſe, with or- 
dering me to get out of her Houſe, the Purity of which 
was defil'd by my Birth and Paſſion. No Expreſſions, 
Madam, are ſtrong enough to deſcribe the Emotion of 
my Heart at that inſtant : I ſtill tremble when J recal 
it to mind. Nevertheleſs, the ungenerous Behaviour of 
Armira, inſpired me with a Rage, *till then unknown 
to me: Madam, (/aid I to ber) ſince I neither am, nor 


* 


can be attach'd to you, by any Ties which might ob- 


lige me to reſpect you, don't be ſurprizd if I tell 


you, that you are a thouſand times more to blame than 


I; that 'tis you, who by your unjuſt Deſigns have 
diſhonoured your Houſe ; and fince that Clidanor is my 


Father, let it be which way it will, 'tis he that ſhall 


diſpoſe of my Fate; and therefore from him will I go 


and 
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and ſeek the Conſolation and Counſels I can no ways 
expect from you. At theſe Words I left her, and 
Pierced with the moſt cruel Deſpair, I went to Cillanor's 
Apartment : I found him in a deep Muſe, from which 
TIT waked him, by throwing my ſelf at his Feet; Alas! 
Sir, (/aid I to him, melting into Tears) what have I been 
hearing of, and into what a, dreadful Precipice am TI 
fallen! And what (aid he, embracing me, and mingling 
his Tears with mine) has your Brother had Courage e- 
nough to inform you of No, Sir, (interrupted I) 
Arimont has told me nothing, but Armira has let me 
know all. Armira, (ſaid he) And from whence has 

the learn'd the Secret? Then I told him every thing 
that had paſt : You ſee, Sir, ( continu'd 7) the Effects of 
Armira's hatred ; 1 could eaſily juſtify my ſelf of the fa- 
tal Paſſion which conſumes my Soul, fince *twas you 
thzt rais'd it: but I neither can, nor will reproach you 
with any thing; the only Favour I dare beg, is to 
ſhow me you are my Father, by taking me hence, 
and ſhutting me into a Cloiſter, for the reſt of my 
Life; that Abſence, Time, my Tears, and my Reaſon, 
may aſſiſt me in extracting the height of Virtue, out 
of the very Source of my Crime. Ah! (ch Chaamr 
again embracing me) this Demand is already a Mark of 
the Virtue to which you aſpire! Yes, my dear Daugh- 
ter, I will grant your Requeſt, and you ſhall find, that 
never Father lov'd more tenderly than I do. Then 1 

| begg'd him not to oblige me to ſee Emilia, apprehend- 
ing the loſing my Reſolution at the ſight of her. He 
granted me every thing, and that very Day had me 
congucted to a Nunnery, the Lady A4bbeſs of which was 
a Relation of his. All this was done with ſo much 
precipitation, that T had not time to know my elf; 
but when I found my {elf without ſo much as the 
Hopes of ever ſeeing Arimont again, all my Love blaz'd 
a freſh, I forgot what I ow'd to the place I was in, 

and what I ow'd to my ſelf; I thought all that had 
paſs'd, had only been an Artifice to ſeparate me from 
what I loy'd ; the condition that I had left him in, 
redoubled my Deſpair, I accuſed my ſelf of the ” 
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moſt cruelty, and there never ſure was Affliction like 
mine, ET 2 , 
M Father's Relation enter d with concern into all 
my Sorrows, and was ſo far from encreaſing them by 
an ill tim'd Severity, that ſhe only endeavoured to ſof- 
ten them by an extreme Tenderneſs, and endleſs Civi- 
lities. This Goodneſs calm'd my Tranſports, but did 


not free me from my unhappy Paſſion; I, without 


ceaſing, demanded News of Arimont: The Silence they 
obſerv d, in relation to his Health, making me conclude 
him to be in extreme danger, threw me into deſpair. 
Such continual Affliction at length obliged my Father's 
Relation to inform me of the Truth. She told me that 
Ari mont was well, that Emilia was dead, and in return 
for Services, ſhe ſaid ſhe had received from Clidanor, 
ſhe had left a conſiderable Sum of Money to my Bro- 
ther: That her Death had been ſo ſudden, that C/ida- 
nor imputed it to Hatred and Artifice, and that the 
Thoughts of it had made him fall fick himſelf, and 
that there were but little Hopes of his Life. I then was 
throughly ſenfible of all my Misfortunes ; I did not 
doubt but Emilia had been poiſoned, and I was con- 
vinced that the Death of Clidanor would deprive me of 
the only Friend I wanted : But admire, Madam, the 
Weakneſs of Mankind! In the midſt of my Troubles 
on ſuch juſt Accounts, I found my ſelf a thouſand times 
more ſenſible of Arimont's ſeeming to have forgot me; 
and what ought to have cured my Paſſion, only increaf- 
ed it. You will, without doubt, Madam, be ſurprized 
to find me. perſiſt in my Tenderneſs, when I knew it 
muſt be criminal, Arimont being my Brother; but when 
you reflect with coolneſs on the principal Cauſes of 
Things, you'll find that tis much eaſier to paſs from 
fraternal Friendſhip to Love, than to change Love into 
a Tenderneſs of Blood: Nature, by ſtirring up our In- 
clinations, ſeems to prepare a way for ſomething grea- 
ter; the Prejudice of Infancy alone, puts bounds to it: 
That Prejudice once overcome, the remaining Fund of 
Tenderneſs has but a Step to take, to become Jon : 
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Defires and Hopes add to it, and nouriſh it; and this 


Paſſion, join'd to the Strength of Blood, becomes fo 
ſtrong, that Reaſon cannot overcome it, but with the 
utmoſt difficulty; neither hve I the Vanity to think 
that mine has arriv'd to that. I attribute the preſent 
ſtate of my Heart only to Heaven, which finding in my 
Will what I wanted in Power, has been pleaſed to ſup- 
ply it with a ſuperior Strength, to reſtore me to my 
Innocence : But I ſhould not ſo ſoon, inform you of what 
IT am at preſent, having ſtill to tell you what I was for 


a long time. | 


I paſt five Months in Sorrow and Affliction, and if I 
_ dared to fay it, in Jealouſy ; alway believing that ſome 
other Object had baniſhed me out of the Heart of Ari. 
mont: At the end of that time, they thought them- 
ſelves obliged to inform me that Cl:danor was dead, 
and that both Armira and Arimont were ignorant of the 
Place of my Retreat, and equally made enquiries after 
it, doubtleſs with different Intentions. This News 


waked my ſleeping Vertue, convinc'd that. 4rimon? till 


loved me, ſince he endeavoured to find me out. My 
Jealouſy vaniſhed, and my Reaſon made me, with ter- 
ror ſee the Danger of falling either into his hands, or 
thoſe of Armira. I asked Advice of the Lady 4bbe/s, to 
whoſe care I was committed : She aſſured me, ſhe 
would never deliver me up either to one or the other ; 
that my Father juſt before his Death, had begg'd her 
to take as great care of me as of her ſelf, and had ſent 
her by a ſecret conveyance, more than enough to make 
me eaſy in the ſtate I was in; but that ſhe did not think 
Proper to keep me with her, becauſe that Houſe was too 
near Armira, and that ſooner or later ſhe would diſ- 
cover me. Therefore to avoid the ill Effects of her 
| hatred, ſhe had reſolved to ſend me to a Siſter of hers, 
Who govern'd ſuch another Houſe as hers, that ſhe had 
writ to her to inform her of all the Conſequences of 
the Truſt ſhe was going to repoſe in her, and that ſhe 
only waited for her Aniwer before ſhe ſent me, What 
ſhe told me was a great Comfort to me, and having ten- 


Gerly thanked her for her goodneſs to me, I begg' 


— 


E 


her to continue it, aſſuring her, that my moſt earneſt 


Endeavours ſhould be to deſerve it. As ſhe had always 
ſound me of a gentle Diſpoſition, which had made her 
treat me in my melancholy Condition, without Rigour; 
ſo ſhe made no ſcruple to believe the Sincerity of my 
Promiſes. | 5 | 

I waited with impatience for the Moment which was 
to carry me from a place inhabited by Armira and Ari- 
mort, When one day walking in the Gardens belong- 


ing to the Houſe, and amuſing my ſelf in ſeeing a Wall 


rebuilt, which join'd to a Door, that opened upon a 
great Road, I perceived ſeveral Men on horſeback go- 
ing along: As the Door was taken off the Hinges, and 
the Breach in the Wall very large, they as eaſily ſaw 
me as I them ; upon which, one of them ordered the 
feſt to ſtop-—Theſe Words made me reſolve to fly, 
but I could not do it ſoon enough to prevent two of 
them from being ſo near as to ſeize me ; one of them 


took me in his Arms, and notwithſtanding my Cries, 


regained the high Road; I heard ſeveral Piſtols go off 
behind me, and had given over any Hopes of Aſſiſtance, 


when I found him that held me and his Company at- 


tack d by an equal Number of Men. He that was at 


the head of them, with Piſtol in hand, commanded my 


Raviſher to releaſe me; who anſwered him by firing 
his: but having miſs'd his Blow, my valiant Deliverer 
ſeiz?d on the Bridle of his Horſe, and clapping his 
Piſtol cloſe to his Head, diſpatched him. He no ſooner 
ſaw him ſtagger, than ſnatching me from him, he 
placed me before him, making a Sign to his Atten- 
dants to follow him: They had engaged dy, ct of 
them, . but ſeeing their Leader with his Prey, making 


off with full ſpeed, they join'd him, and did the ſame. 


As for me, their Combat had ſo terrified me, that I 
was in a Swoon when my Deliverer took me in his Arms; 
he did not endeavour to bring me to my ſelf, but made 
the beſt of his way to a Houſe, which in all probabili- 
ty he was aſſured of My Raviſhers purſued him for 
ſome time, but having loſt ſight of him, and their 
Leader being dead, they did not think proper to ven- 
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eure another Combat, for "Intereſts entirely indifferent 
to them: So that the unknown who had freed me, 
got thither without Danger. I had forgot to tell you 
Madam, that the Leader of my Raviſhers was bare. 
faced, but entirely unkgown to me, and that my Deli- 
verer being mask*d, *IFcould not diſcover who he was. 
As ſoon as he was in ſafely, he employed all his Cares 
to fetch me to my ſelf; in which he ſucceeded, and I 
recovered my Senſes: As he cry'd, Olympia, my dear 
Olympia, am I then once more permitted to ſee you! 
the Sound of his Voice made me open my Eyes, and 
I knew the unfortunate Arimont. Joy, Fear and Shame, 
had like to have made me relapſe, but making an Ef- 
fort on my ſelf, and diſentangling my ſelf from the 
Arms of Arimont; Add not to the Horrour of our Fate, 
Sir, (/aid I to him) by Tranſports equally offenſive to, 
Honour and Nature; if you would have me take, as 
an Obligation, the Service you have juſt done me, 
convince me that I rather owe it to the Tenderneſs of a 
Brother, than to the blind Paſſion of a Lover; for I 
cannot think you would take the Title of a Raviſher 
with regard to me; your Virtue and mine, convinces 
me of the contrary. You do me juſtice, (anſwered he) ¶ y. 
and tho' I cannot drive from my Heart, Sentiments that ye 
make me ſhudder, yet my Paſſion does not deprive me I 
of my Reaſon ſo far, as to make me deſirous of render- i, 
ing you an Accomplice of my Crime: I don't ſeek to Nye. 
offend you, but to guard you from an Enemy, which to 
the Laws of Nature prevent my freeing you from. W,, 
Would to Heaven, I could in every thing obſerve them. ing 
I have neglected nothing theſe three Months to find out Ii f. 
where you were, not with a Deſign of entertaining you Wh, 
with a Paſſion which we ought for ever to ſubdue, but Hi 

to reſtors you what I can't but know Emilia defign'd 
for you; ſince ſhe left it to me, convinc'd that my Fa- 
ther had it not in his power to do as much for you as he 
would have done. I was willing to contribute to your 
Eaſe in that point, by adding my Eſtate to what Emilia 
had left you; and had made all poſſible Enquiries after 


you, but to no Effect; when the Day before Yeſterday 
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a Man belonging to me, whoſe fidelity I have experi- 
enced, came and gave me notice that Armira had pre- 
vailed on her Steward, with the promiſe of a great Re- 
ward, to run away with you ; and that he being pretty 
well acquainted with my Inform had propos'd to him 
to be one of them who were to Mpport him in that En- 
terprize; to which he had conſented on purpoſe that 
he might have it in his power to ſerve me: that he had 
endeavour'd to have got out of him at what place you 
was, but that was what the Steward would not diſcover, 
aſſuring him he had not told it to any that was to ac- 
company him, and that he had taken that precaution, 
that it might not be in the power of any one's indiſ- 
cretion to prejudice his deſign, and that the Execution 
of it was fix'd for this Day. I gave Heaven thanks for 
this Diſcovery ; encouraging the Man to be faithful to 
me: and having told him that I would follow him 
near enough not to miſs of himghe return'd to Armira's. 
Steward. As for me I provided my ſelf with as many 
Friends as he had Men ; and this morning, having no- 
tice that he was ſetting out, I went out alone, and 
| WW repair'd to a neighbouring Houſe where my People 
Vaited for me, and from whence I could ſee the Road 
© Wl your Raviſhers were to take: every thing happened as 
I intended it ſhould, I ſaw my Man with the Steward at 
the head of his Troop : 1 follow'd with mine, and obſer— 
ved his motions ſo well, that by By roads I purſued him 
n to the Cloiſter, where I ſaw them ſtop. As they halted, 
ſo did we, but far enough off to prevent their diſcover- 
. Wing us: I had noc waited a quarter of an Hour, when 
I ſaw the Steward making off full ſpeed, and my Man 
by his fide ; I made no doubt but that he had got you 
in his power, ſo without loſing time, we mask'd our 
ſelyes, and purſued them ſo diligently, your Cries ſtill 
zuiding us, that at length we overtook you: You know 
he reſt, dear Olympia, and I have nothing more to add, 
han to aſſure you, that I will attempt nothing con- 
ia Frary to your Glory, which is a thouſand times dearer 
ter Wo me than my own Life, and that my Virtue is as 
Fat as my Love. „ 
R T con 
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1 could not hear the latter end of {riment's Diſcourſe 
without ſhedding Tears: his Virtue weakned mine, 
which. I believe would have been ſtronger, had his been 
leſs: I would have ceas'd loving him, but apprehend- 
ed, with dread, his loving me no more; nevertheleſs I 
had command enough over myſelf, to hide from him 
ſuch. extraordinary Sentiments, I thank'd him for the 
Succour he had given me, and for his Goodneſs: in be- 
ing willing to provide for me with regard to my For- 
tune; I begg'd him not to ſtrip himſelf of his on Eſ- 
tate; that what Emilia had left him, would be ſuffici- 
ent to enable me to ſpend my Days in a Cloiſter, and 
that the laſt Favour I had to beg of him, was, to car- 
2 me back again to that from whence I had been ta- 
8 | | 
THE Houſe in which we were, belonging to a 
Friend of his, one of my Deliverers, he order'd a Coach 
to be got ready, and puting me into it, himſelf and 
his Friends attending on Horſe-back, I return'd ſafe, 
without any Accident, to the Nunnery. All this Ad- 
venture had happen'd in five Hours, ſo that I found the 
+ Houſe ſtill alarm'd with the loſs of me; Arimont led me 
to the Lady Abbeſs, who was extremely rejoiced to ſee 
me. I inform'd her of what had paſs'd, and found fo 
much Satisfaction in praiſing Arimont, that I extoll'd his 
Virtue to her in ſuch a manner, that ſhe- eaſily per- 
Ceived, he was not ſo indifferent to me as he ought 
to have been; nevertheleſs ſhe thanked him, and praiſ- 
ed his Generoſity. They then concerted Meaſures pro- 
per to ſecure to me the Wealth he was deſirous of re- 
ſtoring; and the Converſation turned upon Intereſt en- 
tirely, without any mention of the Sentiments of our 
Hearts; but when we were to part, they then waked 
with ſo much Impetuofity, that there was no Mark left 
of the Virtue I had ſo muſt boaſted of. Arimont's 
Deſpair was ſo great, that it oecaſion'd mine; and ne- 
ver was any one ſo much embaraſs'd as the Lady Ab- 
beſs, at ſeeing the Exceſs of our Sorrow ; but yet ſhe 
did not fall from her Character, but by Diſcourſes, * 
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of true Wikdom, calm*d our Tranſports, 4rimenz beg- 


ged her to tell him, where I was to go when I left her. , 
Houſe; but ſhe refus'd him, promiſing him, that he 


ſhould: hear News of me, through her: Thus we part-. : 


ed. between Hope and Fear of never meeting more. 
The next Day I ſet out for the Place where the Siſter 
to Clidanor's Relation was Governeſs, and it was there 
I contracted a Friendihip with the amiable Fulia, your 


Niece ; the Affection I had for her, made me, with- 


out difficulty, conſent to be ſeen by you, tho' I knew 
you came from a Town, where you might have heard 
mention of me. 1 was in that Houſe, treated with the 
ſame Gentleneſs, and had the ſame regard ſhown me, 
as at the other: The Lady Abbeſs alone, knew my Ad- 
ventures and Birth. But whatever Care was taken to 
conceal me, Arimont once more diſcover'd my Place 
of Refuge ; and I was forced to feek a Retreat abſo- 
lutely unknown, left, being expos'd to the' Sight of 
him, I might loſe the Fruit I expected, from the Ef- 
forts my reaſon every Day made on my Tenderneſs. I 
left therefore this Nunnery, and ſhut myſelf up in a 
Solitude, where I was well afſur'd I ſhould 5 be ſought 
for; it was a Farm, belonging to a Lady that was re- 
tir'd into the Houſe from whence I came; it was inha- 
bited only by the Farmer and his Wife, who rented it 
of her. This Place ſeem'd to have been made on 
purpoſe to be unknown to the reſt of the World : The 
Houſe was in the middle of a thick Foreſt, more like 


a Hermitage than a Farm, ſurrounded with Rocks and 


Mountains. I repair'd to this Place with two young Wo- 
men Attendants, that the Lady Abbe!s had allotted me 
and pretending to be a Relation of hers, I ſpent four 
Years in this Retreat, with a great deal more Tranquil- 
lity than I could have expected. I often heard from 
both the Houſes where I had been ; they inform'd me 
of the Death of Armira, and the Confeſſion ſhe had made 
at her Death, of the carrying away of Or/ames. I ad- 
mir'd her boundleſs Ambition, and Arinonts Probity ; - 
but what was moſt ſurprizing to me, was my own Sen- 

mem: For, Madam, 8 $ — turn 14 
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coharm'd me, nct as an intereſted Lover, but as à Siſter 
attentive to his Glory : T read his Name in the Letters 
I received, and could even pronounce it withcut bluſh- 
ing as I uſed to do. This Alteration ſtrengthened my 
Reflections, and I at length repented my having had 
ſo long time contrary Sentiments: I gave thanks to 
Heaven, and finding myſelf ſtrong enough to perſiſt in my 
Reſolutions, and having nothing more to fear from Ar. 
mira, I defired to return to the Nunnery where Celia 
was; but they would not as yet admit me, that I might 
be ſtill better fortified. | 

I continued fix Months longer in my Retreat, when, 
as How piece of News to crown all, they ſent me 
word that Orſames was returned, and of the Friendſhip 
between him and Arimont; and as this took up the time 
of the latter very much, I might embrace this Oppor- | 

tunity of returning. I readily comply'd, and re-enter'd 
into my Nunnery with extreme Joy, and I was receiv- ] 
ed with the ſame: And as Arimont and Clidanor's Re- ( 
lation had ſecured to me what Emilia had left, and that 7 
J could diſpoſe of it where I pleaſed, I reſolved to tl 
beſtow it on the Nunnery where I was, and to enter th 
Into their way of living, by taking Vows, which might ar 
for ever hide me from the reſt of the World: I have ta 
now paſs'd my Year of Probation, during which Time, an 
my Reſolution and Reaſon improved, and I got Strength 
enough, even to ſee the unhappy Arimont, who defir'd 
it ſo earneſtly, that it was not thought proper to refuſe 

Him ſuch a Satisfaction, eſpecially, as there was nothing 
to be feared on my fide I receiv'd him as a Brother, 
who was entirely dear to me, and to whom I was 
infinitely obliged ; but I did not dare expreſs too much 

 'Tenderneſs, leſt I ſhould have given him an Opportu- 

nity to have ſhown his. He ſaw the Conſtraint J put 
upon myſelf, and regulating his Behaviour according- 
ly, he hid from me, as much as poſſible, the Affliction 
of his Soul: He told me the Hiſtory of Or/ames and 

ulia, and I entertain'd him with the Satisfaction I en- ſent 

Jjoy'd in my Retreat: Thus our Interview paſs'd in a neſs 
r 
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Conſtraint we both put upon ourſelves. Arinoni“ deſi- 
red me to let him know the Day I was to make my 
Vows on; which I promiſed him, and ſo we parted. 

As the part I ated was very proper for me, as well 
in regard to the Misfortune of my Birth, as to the Er- 
ror J had been guilty of; ſo [ ſhould have been ve- 
ry well pleaſed, if my Brother would have entred into 
ſome Engagement, which might have taken from him, 
as well as me, all paſt remgmbrance of our unhappy 
Adventures; but it was not decent for me to propoſe 
ſuch a thing to him, it might have drawn upon me an 
Anſwer perhaps offenſive to my Intentions, and 1 was 
not ſo well aſſured of myſelf, but that I apprehended, 
his Refuſal might either give me Satisfaction, or elſe 
his Conſent be an Affliction to me: So I got his Rela- 
tion to propoſe it to him, and ſhe even offer'd him a 
yery advantageous Match. But he begg'd her not to 
preſs him on that Head; Content yourſelf, Madam, 
(/aid he to her) with what Reaſon has made me do, in 
relation to O/ympia; my Heart cannot admit of any o- 
ther Object, I admire ber Virtue, and eſteem her a 
thouſand times the more for it, I praiſe her Change, 
and her Reſolution ; but it is impoſſible for me to imi- 
tate her, all that I can do, is not to let her diſcover 
any Tokens of my Deſpair. This is all that could be 
got from him, I was extremely touch'd at the Situation 
his Mind was in ; but as the State of mine was a Work 
of five Years, my Concern did not retard my Reſolution. 
It is now eight Days fince I put my happy Deſign in 
Execution, by dedicating myſelf for ever to him, on 
whom alone depends the Felicity of Mankind. I gave 
Arimont notice of it, according to my Promiſe z but 
hearing no News of him, I apprehend ſomething that 
is dreadful : I pray inceſſantly to Heaven for him, and 
pour forth my moſt ardent Vows for the Return of his 
Reaſon and Tranquillity. a 5 

YOU ſee, Madam, the State of my Heart at pre- 
ſent ; you have known it ſo full of Grief and Uneaſi- 
neſs, that I thought myſelf obliged to acquaint you 
with the Alteration ; at the ſame time aſſuring you, that 
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there is not the leaſt in the Eſteem and Friendſhip wick 


which you have inſpired 


I don't believe (/aid Urania, ſeeing Felicia bad done 


reading) there was ever any Adventure more ſurprizing 


than this of Ohmpia. It is the more fo (added Florin- 


da) becauſe it inſpires us, with compaſſionate Admirati- 
on. True (/aid Camilla fo much Virtue ſhines 
throughout it, notwithſtanding the moſt paſſionate and 
leaſt pardonable Paſſion, that we cannot pity Olympia 
and 4rimont as two unſortunate Lovers. I am ſo affe ct- 
ed with it, (/aid Felicia) that I almoſt accuſe Fate 


with Injuſtice; I would have given any thing, that 


they had at laſt proved not Brother and Siſter. I was 
in hopes that it might have ended ſo, (reply d Urania : ) 
But as Oꝶmpia does not relate a Fiction, we muſt be 


contented with the Truth of it as it is. What troubles 


me moſt (ſaid Camilla) is Arimont's Death; it is plain 


 QCiympia does not know of it, becauſe ſhe takes no no- 


tice of it, and I am pierced with Grief, when 1 think 
of the Heart- breaking News that will be to her: but I 
cannot comprehend, why ſhe defired Urania ſhould be 
informed of her Adventures. Her Reaſon is very eaſy 
to be gueſs'd, (reply'd fe) Olpmpia knows of my Inti- 


macy with Beliſa, that Arinunt being at her Houſe, I 
might with eaſe find an Opportunity to tell him of 


what I knew concerning her: the fear of expreſſing too 
much Senſibility, prevented her mentioning it in her 


Narration. As ſor informing her of his Death, it muſt 
be done by ſomebody elſe, for I ſhall not charge my- 
| ſelf with ſo melancholy a Commiſſion. 1 5 
PE RH APS (ſaid Felicia) Olympia had that in 

view, but I rather believe ſhe had ſome ſtronger Motive: 


For knowing Urania to be an Acquaintance of Be/i/a, 
ſhe thought it very probable, that ſhe might know 
Arimont's Hiſtory, and conſequently. her pretended 
Crime; which made her be willing to inform = 


OLYMPIA. 
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| forfeit, The Circumſtances (reply'd. 
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the Truth of the Matter, that ſhe might recover tlie 

Eſteem, ſo extraordinary a Paſſion __ have made her 
| raniga) take off 

from the Horrour of it, and I think Olympia as worthy 

of Admiration in her Change, as ſhe was of Pity,. where: 


ſhe was blinded with her Love. There has been ſuch. 


Paſſions heretofore, (added Florinda]) but they could only 
raiſe up Indignation, as they owed their Birth to Vice. 
There is ſomething in this natural, and yet uncommon, 
that we hear it without Horror, and can't help being. 
touch'd at it. Here you ſee the Strength of Virtue, 
(/aid Felicia. Vet ſaid Camilla) what now appears to 
be a monſtrous Crime, was in former times the Cuſtom. 
The Egyptians thought no Alliances ſo agreeable, as what 
were in their own Families, and great Numbers of their 
Kings were married to their Siſters. : | 
WHAT you-ſay, is very true, (faid Felicia;) but as 


there is no Law, or Religion, but what Time refines, 


under the Reign of Proleny the Great, the ſame Ped- 
Pi deteſted what their Predeceſſors allowed of; that. 
Prince having a long time, winked at the wicked In- 
elinations of Ceraunus, his eldeſt Son, could not ſtifle 
the Horror, his raviſhing the Princeſs his Siſter filled 
him with: and this laſt Crime. determined him in the 


Reſolution of crowning Ptolemy Philadelphus, his ſecond 


Son, during his Life-time. It is certain (/aid-CamillaÞ 
that moſt of thoſe who have made Laws, have rather 
follow'd their Paſſions than Juſtice. Ambition, Hatred, 
and Love, have been the Law-givers among Men. I 
don't condemn your Idea, (rep/y'4 Urania) but as there 
have been Men truly wiſe, whoſe Conduct has been 
entirely regulated by Juſtice and Equity, we muſt liſten 
to what they have preſcribed, and not hearken to thoſe 
who have ſtrayed-from the Paths they had ſhown them.. 

This is what ought to be (aid Florinda) but when the 
Laws in force are found repugnant to our Inclinations, 
we tnen lool up to paſt Ages, for favourable Exam- 
ples that may authorize our Paſſions and Weakneſſes. 
Have not the Heathens great Reaſon to believe that very 
thing was allowable in them, * 
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Ovid, and may not they with Juſtice imagine, that the 
Diſorderlineſs of the Gods excuſes that of Men: This 
might have been, (anſwered Felicia) if the Heathens 
had been Maſters of that Underſtanding, they have 
boaſted ſince; but they had enough, eſpecially in the 
time of that illuſtrious Roman, to know that his Me- 
tamorphoſes contain'd divine Morals, and that in play- 
ing upon their Gods, he ridiculed much more the Cre- 
dulity of Men. Now you have mention'd Ovid, (inter- 
rupted Camilla) I muſt read a Letter directed to him: I 
don't know whether it is a Tranſlation, or an Inventi- 
on, but I think it worthy of your Attention. I had 


it from a Perſon of Learning, who very much eſteem'd 


it, This is it, (added ſbe,) 


 CIPARISSA OVID. | 
Am furprized, Ovid, that ſo fine as Under ſtanding 


and ſublime a Genius as yours, ſhould mate Gods more 
vicious than Men. If it is defign'd as a Satyr on the 
Worſhip that is paid them at Rome and in Greece, J do 


not think it becomes a Roman Knight to cenſure his Reli- 


gion, only to ſhow us the extent and depth of his Wit. Can- 
not you gimme us more venerable Divinities than thoſe of 
your Metamorphoſes ? But eſpecially ought you not to be fa- 
Vourable to your own ſentiments in the Fable of Venus? Is 
it poſſible, that ſo great a Man as Ovid, auho ſo well under- 

Hands the Art of Pleaſing, and has ſo perfectly well treat- 
ed on that of Loving, ſhould make the Mother of Lowe, the 

Divinity of his imaginary Heaven, the moſt abandon d of 
her Sex ? Would not your Pen have acquired as much 

Ghry, in ſpeaking the Truth ? Or at leaſt, Probabilities 

were the Charms of the Fable requifite towards enchant- 

ing us | Why did not you rather pretend that Venus was 

| Daughter to one of the firſt Kings of the Earth, that the 
Men of that Age having nothing but the Dictates of Na- 
ture, were ignorant of what Choice or a Taſte was ; tut 
that gratifying their Neceſſities without Delicacy, like the 

 Brutes they were at War with, mixing without Diſtinc- 
| . | or Es © 
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tion, and multiplying blindly, the Fathers did not kau 


their Children, nor the Women their Husbands, This: 
Venus, whom Heaven had endowed with a moſt divine 


Beauty, finding in herſelf different Notions than were 
in her Cotemporaries, had formed the deſign of teaching 
them a Union much more perfect than what they had. 


That this Princeſs, inſpired by the ſupreme Beings, hal aſ- 


ſembled together the Nomen that poſſeſſed the moſt Charms, 


and that knowing her own Sex more eaſy to be perſuaded 


than the Men, had began publiſhing her Precepts to them, 
convinced that Men ſhould ſoon learn, if they avould but 
give themſelves the trouble of inſtructing them, That 


Princeſs ſet forth the Horror of giving tbemſelves up to 


the Laws of Nature, without the Heart's being any ways 


concerned, ewhich being the nobleſt part of Men, ought to 


govern all the Actions of their Lives : that ſince that in- 
ſpired them with Courage, Generofity, and a Thirſt for 
Fame, it might alſo give them a ſofter Paſſion, which 
avould compleat their Felicity. In order to which, they 


muſt each of them make a Choice, but with Caution and - 


Taſte, governed by the natural Sympathy, that ſhould make 
them incline to one Obje 4 ſooner than another; that this 
Sympathy would ſoon form Sentiments, which ſhould be 
called Lowe, which Love would produce Delicacy, which 
was alone the Source of all Pleaſures. That ſhe ima- 
gined Wit, and Beauty, ſufficient to captivate thoſe they 


ſhould pitch on; with which Afiſtance, they would give 


more certain and lively Wounds to the Men, than their 
Arrows did'to the Brutes. That if the Men ſhould not 
approve of this Union, they ſhould immediately refuſe 
them their Company, perſuaded that fince the World could 
not ſubfft without them, they would be forced to obey 
what Laws they ſhould pleaſe to lay on them, rather 
than not poſſeſs them. That theſe Leſſons, being often 
repeated, had been attended with as ſudden an effed as 
Venus had promiſed herſelf ; and in concert with her 
beautiful Diſciples, they attacked the Men awith Charms 
that fired their Souls, who found themſelves animated with 
an Ardour not for Glory or Ambition, but with ſomething 
that comprehended both thoſe Paſſions : That the ſame Sym- 
F 
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_fathy governing their Hearts, as well as they that attacked 


them, each made their Choice according as they had been 
ewounded ; from which moment, Mortals began to know no 
greater Felicity than Loving, and being Beloved. That 
this Prince Venus, being Inventreſs of this delicate No- 


tion, which aue had named Lowe, was looked upon as the 


Mother of it, and of the Graces, becauſe ſhe was affifted 
by the moſt beautiful Women of her time. That 
this mutual Engagement had been found ſo beautiful, that 
they ewho embraced it, made a God of it, with a Bandage 
before its Eyes, to ſhow that it is a Sentiment, the Force 
F which is invincible ; and made a Goddeſs of ber, that 
had firſt drawn the Heart out of the Chaos it was wrafp- 
ped in. By this probable Story, O gallant Ovid, you 
ewould have made the Deity you have ſo often ſacrificed, 
to be reſpected; and perhaps the Delicacy would have 
had ſuch an effet# npon you, as to prevent your being the 
moſt inconſtant of Men. If you could hace been a Lover, 
 evithout being a Debauchee, you would haue formed a 
Venus, and Mather of Lowe, without painting her vices. 
Forgive, illuſtrious Roman, the Critici/m of a Woman, 
ubm you have nat ſcorned h ; and who has, by 
reading your divine Works, become more learned and nice, 
than by all the Care that Auguſtus Livia tao F her 
Education. | „ 


THIS Work (aid Urania,) is of 4 very ſingular 
SGouſt, the Idea of it appears to me tobe entirely new; 
- ſhe that compoſed it, ſeems to accuſe Owid for follow- 

iy his own Temper more than Reaſon, and would. per- 

ſuade us that in all Writings, there enters a vaſt deal of 
the Humours and Inclinations of the Author. It isim- 
pooſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, (anſauer d Felicia : ) Vet, 
when a Writer deſcribes Ambition, Cruelty, or Love; 
it does not follow of certain conſequence, that he himſelf 
is ambitious, cruel, or in love. No certainly, (aii Ca- 
uilla, ſmiling ) for I have very often wrote Verſes ex- 
tremely tender, yet love nothing. This Proof (rep/y'd 
Elorinda) is not ſufficient, your Verſes ſhow the Diſ- 
polition of your Mind, tho' it has met with no worthy 
= „„ . Object 3 
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no time fix d for that. The dazling Glories of the 
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Object; which we may reaſonably imagine is the reaſon 
you do not employ the Stock of Tenderneſs that is in 
your Soul. It is true, (ai, Uramia) that we do ſome- 
times diſcover our ſelves in our Writings, but it is not A 
general Rule: There are Men who know perfectly well 
how to deſcribe beautiful Actions, without being capa- 
ble of performing them. An Author often attributes ta 
his Hero, Virtues he knows nothing of, yet if I had 
the Talent of Writing, I ſhould ſooner lay :open, and 
deſcribe my own Sentiments, than to o-We to my Inven- 
tion what my Heart is ignorant of. There are few 
People of that Character, (rh Camilla; we every 
day meet with Numbers, who pretend to be exceſſively 
Modeſt, in regard to their Wit, Beauty or Talents; yet 
with a great deal of boldneſs make Hlogiums dan their 
Hearts: if one were to liſten to them, they are all ge- 
nerous, good-natur'd, fincere, faithful; in ſhort, en- 
dow'd with all the 'Qualities that we know / they ought : 
to have: When no body allows them, but themſelves. 1 
find (/aid Urania) we have put Camilla into a Humour 
to moralize, and that we infenfibly; fdrget; it is time 
to go to Supper. Saying. this, ſhe led her Friends into 


the Hall; who placed themſetves at Table. Supper 


being over, they reſumed their Walk, and uſual Con- 
I think (/aid Camilla) a fine Night is preferableto the 
fineſt Day. 80 e 1, (reply Urania) butT xin-ſarprized 
to find y6u of that Opinion ; your Heart and Mind be- 
ing free from all Engagements. — T thought the 
Moon and Stars had been admir'd only by thoſe in love. 
That Stock of Tenderneſs (reſum d Camilla, friling) with - 
which you juſt now reproach'd me, may be, perhaps, 


the occaſion of it. I am perſuaded indeed (cr d Florine 
da) that when the Heart is in that Situation Urania ſpeaks. 


of, Night has Charms which are not to be found in Day; 
the Soul recollects its Vigour without being taken off, 
or diſtracted When one loves tenderly, that is 
certainly the beſt time to think of the beloved Ob- 
ject. Ah! (rejoin'd Urania) my dear Flrinds there is 


Sun 


r 
Sun, or the ſoft gentle Shades of Nigbt, are equally em- 
ploy'd by thoſe truly touch'd with that engroſſing Paſ- 
fion. Nothing can be more certain than this, | (added 
Felicia; ) when we are affected with a piercing Grief, or 
great Tenderneſs, the Imagination is taken up with it 
both night and day, and ſometimes too we are ſo loſt 
in Contemplation, we know not the Difference between 
them z ſo little is any thing elſe capable of interrup- 
ting it. This is as much as to tell us ( /aid Camilla, em- 
bracing Urania and Felicia) the Situatien of both your 
Minds; hut I hope, a happy Return of Crophanes and 
Thelamont will ſoon permit you to taſte the Pleaſures 
of both Night and Day : in the mean time, I adviſe 
you to take the Repoſe I wiſh you. I find (/d Urania, 
ſmiling) the indifferent Camilla is inclined to go to bed, 
and only invites us to take the Repoſe ſhe wants her- 
ſelf. , You are in the right (added Fhrinda) how great 
an Admirer ſoever ſhe may pretend to be of the Night, 
I believe, ſhe had much rather enjoy the Beauties of 
it aſleep, than waking. However that be, (reply d that 
agreeable Lady) we will not carry our RefleQions any 
farther; for, I am ſure Urania is tired with Talking and 
Hearing, it is time to leave her at liberty, to enjoy her 
own Thcughts. I never am happier than when with 
my Friends, (/aid Urania); bu: I think, at preſent, we 
will come into your Propoſal. At theſe words, they 
all walk'd back to the Houſe ; Urania and Felicia waited 
on Camilla and Florinda to their Apartment; and after- 
wards, retiring to their own, palſs'd the Night with 

the pleaſing hopes, that The/amont and Orophanes would 
ſoon, by their Preſence, reſtore that Joy to their Hearts, 
which their Abfence had deprived tham of, 


* ; 577 
* a over the four beautiful Friends, as to make 
= 8s them riſe later than uſual. Urania and 
5 Felicia were ſcarce out of their Apart- 


* 


* 


2 ments, before they perceived Florinda and 
Camilla coming to enjoy the fineſt Morning in the 
World ; they repaired to the Banks of the River, and 
followed the Courſe of it a long time, diſcourſing of 
common things, which occaſionally preſented them- 
ſelves to their view. But when the Soul is natu- 
rally inclined to great Things, it never wants Opportu-/ 
nities to exert itſelf — Florinda obſerving the 
beautiful Meads, that bordered the other ſide of the 
River, covered with Sheep, thoſe meek and innocent 
Creatures, feeding in Tranquility, under the eye of a 
Shepherd, and the guard of his Dog; cry d out in a 
ſort of Rapture, How happy would Mankind be, if 
they had Leaders as watchful of their Neceſſities and 
Safety ! and how great would be the Felicity of Prin- 
ces, if their Subjects lived in the ſame Union, 1 
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and Concord, that theſe Animals doi This Re- 
flection (arnſwer'd Urania) is wile and judicious, and puts 
me in mind of a Paſſage read laſt night, in Dennis. of 
Halicarnaſſus : he ſays, that a Deputy from the Da/ma- 
tians, named Hatto, being ſent to Rome, to treat with 
the Emperor Tiberius, on the Revolt of Dalmatia, was 
asked by that Prince, Why thoſe Nations ſo much en- 
deavoured to ſhake off the Roman Yoke F Cæſar (an- 
ſuer q Batto I will ſatisfy your Curioſity with all the 
Frankneſs of a Dalnatian Soldier, who knows not how 
to diſguiſe the Truth. The Romans are alone the Cauſe 
of the frequent Revolts of our Provinces ; for inſtead, 
of ſending us a wiſe, prudent, and courageous Shepherd 
to lead our Flock, and Dogs to defend them, they only 
ſend us ravaging Wolves, to murder and tear us to pie- 
| ces: This has made our Deſpair often change us from 
Lambs, to roaring Lions, who have ſometimes devour'd 
the Roman Eagle. It is natural (/aid Felicia) to deſire 
to ſhake off Chains that are too heavy, Slavery is of 
itſelf grievous enough, the Impoſers of it need not 
add to the weight of it: In my opinion, a Prince can- 
not ſhew Humanity enough to People, over whom he 
reighs only by right of Conqueſt. 'Thus © ated Julius 
Cæſar, added Camilla) he made ſuch moteft uſe of his 
Victory, that the Conquered were often as well con- 
tented as the Conquerors. This Gentleneſs gain'd him 
ſuch numbers of Friends, and ſo conſiderably augmented 
his Party, that he overcame every thing that oppofed 
him; and nothing but Treaſon could have made 
that great Man fall; a Treaſon ſo fatal to the Actors 
in it, that they all died ſoon after it, of a violent 
Death. It is certain C aid Forinda) that Cæſar was one 
of the greateſt Men among the Ancients; and I can't 
conceive, how any one can place Alexander before him. 
Alexander (interrupted Felicia) under the eyes of Leonidas, 
his Governour, and 4riforfe, his Preceptor, was juſt, 
mild, temperate, generous, and ſo liberal, that he gave. 
away every thing in his power: I have read, that Leo. 
nidas telling him, one day, that if he went on in his 
Liberalities, he would leave himſelf nothing; Fear it 
: not, 


not, (renhj d that Monarch) J have an inexhauſtible Trea- 
ſure, that will always ſupply me with ſufficient to ac- 
quit my ſelf of the Promiſes I have made to 4riftotle,. 
Yet (/aid Urania) after his Conqueſts, from being Wiſe 
and Virtuous, he became Debauch'd, and Cruel enough, 
to kill with his own Hands his deareſt Friends, aban- 
doning himſelf to the moſt deteſtable Vices, expoſing. 
ſome to wild Beaſts, and puting others to death on- 
the leaſt Suſpicion, without having any regard to thoſe. 
to whom he was the moſt obliged. The Mourning. 
that he enjoin'd for the Death of Hepbeſtian, which he 
made extend to the vileſt Animals, ſhow'd his Vice 
and Folly, in its utmoſt Extent. On the contrary, Fu- 
lu Cz/ar always poſſeſs'd the Virtues that 8 


was once adorn'd with. This laſt reſum'd his Virtue 
only at his Death, Cæſar never laid it aſide: He had 
ſo few human Infirmities, or at leaſt, ſo well conceal'd. 
them, that his greateſt Enemies could not find enough. 
to tarniſh his Glory. The Greateſt Pleaſure He could. 
have, was, in rendering others Happy; and in proporti- 
on, as Fortune declared it ſelf on his behalf, he made 
his Friends partake with him, and even ſought them 
out in their moſt hidden Retirements. Alexander vaunt- 
ed, that he held Fortune in Chains. Cſar knew her, 
and miſtruſted her, aiming at the accompliſhment of 
his Deſigns with Deliberation, net being willing to 
expoſe himfelf to the Caprices of ſo uncertain a God- 
deſs. I find . (/ai& Urania) that our Converſation is not 
like to end here, therefore let us take our Places, till 
the Sun and.Dinner-time interrupt us. 

EVERY body being therefore ſeated,, Fhrinda, 
who, by. her Reflection, had given birth to this Dil- 
courſe, turning herſelf to Urania; You ſee (ſaid foe} 
the effect of your Preſence ; aſſociating with you makes 
us endeavour, even to think as you do: ſince my be- 
ing here, my Mind aims at nothing but what may im- 
prove it. What you ſay. (reply d Urania) is very much 
jo my advantage; but I ſhould be very much concern d 
if you thought I intended ſo much to confine your 

Imaginations, as not to let you ſay, or think of any 


thing, 
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thing, but what favours of Learning; you know me 
well enough, to be ſenſible, that there is nothing I fo 
much endeayour to avoid, as to be thought to aim at 
the Character of being learned: I am not fo, but I en- 
deavour to inform my ſelf; and if I had not found you 
in a humour to amuſe your ſelves with exalted Matters, 
I ſhould have endeayour'd to have diverted your Minds 
from any thing that might have fatigu'd them. There. 
is no need (anſauer d Felicia) for your juſtifying your 
ſelf thus; we take great pleaſure in ſhewing, that our 
Ideas are conformable to yours: Florinda is, I am ſure 
of my opinion; ſince, by her Reflection, ſhe drew 
pou into repeating ſo curious a Paſſage; and Camilla 

ſhow'd the Brightneſs of her Genius, in the diſ- 
ference ſhe has remark'd between Cz/ar and Alexander. 
As for me (/aid Camilla) I know very well that I am 
not learned, neither have I the Ambition of appearing 
ſo; but I give up my ſelf with Attention to what I 
read, that I may remember it again on Occaſion, and 
make Reflections on it, according to my Capacity: as 
for example, I think I can never make enough on the 
Ruin of ſo many great Empires, the Names of which 
are ſo much celebrated in Hiſtory ; and yet there is 
now no other Remains of them : their Change of Ma- 
ſters has been their Ruin: the Ambition of ſome, and 
the Weakneſs of others, have occaſioned thoſe Revolu- 
tions, which have at length reduced them to nothing. 
Arbactus having exterminated Sardanapalus, King of 
the _ //jrians, transfer'd the Empire to the Medes: 
Cyrus tranſported it from the Medes to the Perſians ; 
and Alexander, from the Perfians to the Macedoni- 
ant. Thus in ſeveral Ages happen'd theſe diffe- 
Tent Changes, which being attended with that of their 
Cuſtoms, Manners and Religions, have quite extinguifh'd 
even the Names of thoſe that were once ſo renowned. 
The Romans ( faid Florinda) had a much more refined 
piece of Policy, they always depriv'd of their Dignities, 
all the States and Kingdoms they could join to their 
own Dominions, leaving the Name of King — 
| i : 1 but 
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but their moſt intimate Allies; which was not a very - 
glorious Title for them, for the leaſt Raman valued him- 
ſelf far above the greateſt Monarch. What happen'd to 
Prolemy, ſirnamed the Piper, (added Urania) is a Proof 
of what Florinda ſays: This Ptolemy was Father of the 
famous Cleopatra, and was driven from his Dominions, 
by a general Revolt of his Subiects; this Prince hay- 
ing the good fortune to eſcape, took the Reſolution of 
going to Rome, to beg their Aſſiſtance. In going thi- 
ther he touched at Rhodes, where he learn'd, that Cato 
was lately arriv'd; he ſent a Compliment to him, and 
begg'd the Favour of an Interview. Cato ſent him back 
word, that he might come to him, for his Houſe was 
always open to thoſe who were in Alliance, or had 
any Affairs to tranſact with the Roman Republick. The 
King was ſurpriz'd at ſo rough an Anſwer, and was 
for ſome time, in doubt what he ſhould do; but his 
Intereſt at length, determining him, he went to Cato 
But his Aſtoniſhment was very much increas'd, when 
he heard that Roman, without ſo much as riſing, asl 
him if he came to Cato, or to a Roman Senator. 
The greatneſs of Prolemys Surprize, made him for ſome 
time ſilent. This Prince, accuſtomed to ſee every body 
on their Knees who ſpoke to him, thought it very ex- 
traordinary, that a Man plain dreſs'd, and who ſhew'd 
no Marks of that Grandeur, which the Romans ſo well 
knew how to dazle the Eyes of Strangers with, ſhould 
treat him in that manner. Nevertheleſs he reply'd, that 
he came as an Ally of the Romans, to ſee a great Man, 
whoſe Reputation was ſpread all over the Earth. Let 
that alone (interrupted the fierce Senator) and come to 
the Alliance. Ptolemy was almoſt diſconcerted at this 
Anſwer ; but at length told him, that he was an Ally of 
the Romans, and that that Alliance had been ſworn to on 
the Altar of Jupiter Capitolinus, which had rendred it 
inviolable ; that he was going to Rome to demand Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Senate, againſt his Subjects, that had 
depoſed him, and placed. his eldeſt Son in his Throne. 
Believe me, Ptolemy (cry'd Cato) turn back again to 
Egypt, I'll embark with you, and will my ſelf alone, 
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re-eſtabliſh you : But if you go to Nane, to Pompey's 
Houſe, where, I know, your Lodging is appointed, you 
will be the Prey of the different Parties that will be 
form'd on your Affair. *Tis known, that you are pow- 
erful in ready Money, and the Corruption of moſt of the 
Senators, have made them already look on your Trea- 
ſures as their own: You muſt, in Perſon, ſollicit from 
Door to Door, and debaſe the Royal Majeſty ; and after 
theſe Submiſſions, and Expence, you will be at laſt obli- 
ged to return, without effecting any thing. Ptolemy 
could not but admire that Great Man, his Counſel was 
prudent, and he inclin'd to follow it: But the Perſons 
that Pozpey had placed about him, determined to go 
on to Rome, which he had reaſon to repent, for every 
thing that Cato foretold, happen'd. Judge by this Paſ- 
ſage (continued Urania) in what manner the Romans were 
wont to treat Kings. There are great Numbers of the 
like Examples, (ſaid Felicia;) but to return to what 
Camilla ſaid, on the Revolutions of Empires: I believe, 
their Ruin is always occaſioned by the want of a law- 
ful Heir, The Dominions that a Prince poſſeſſes in 
Right of Conqueſt or Election, cannot be ſo well ſup- 
Ported, as thoſe that are Hereditary. If an Empire be 
invaded by force of Arms, another Conqueror ſeeks to 
deſtroy the firſt ; thus ſucceſſively the People become a 
Prey to the moſt fortunate Conqueror. If it is by Electi- 
| on, the different Parties of the Pretenders cauſe a Trou- 

ble difficult to be calmed; he that is excluded, never 

deſiſts from endeavouring to ſupplant him that is cho- 
ſen: which tumultuous Diffenſions muſt infallibly de- 
ſtroy the moſt flouriſhing Empires. Inſtead of which, 
Hereditary Kingdoms ſupport themſelves by the num- 
ber of their Princes, who are by birth alone called up 
to the Throne. Then you are of Plato's Opinion ( aid 
Florinda) who ſays, that every Change in a State is to ſ 9 
be fear'd, whether it is by Conquett or Election. We 4 
may therefore boldly conclude, that Hereditary States Em 
are the moſt permanent; fince when a lawful Heir ſuc- ¶ Pre- 
ceeds, the whole Kingdom ſubmits, and acknowledges War 
him without any diſpute, 1 | 
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TT is true, {added Camilla) that elective King 
are ſubject to great Revolutions, witneſs what has — 
pened in our time to Poland. We have ſince the Death 
of John Sobieski, ſeen that Kingdom become a Prey to 
Strangers; the Germans, Swedes, and Muſcoites, have 
ravaged thoſe beautiful Provinces, and have, in their 
turns, look'd upon them as an Enemy's Country. In- 
ſomuch, that Poland may be now look'd for even in 
Poland herſelf. — had they had an aſſured Suc- 
ceſſor, there would have been no door left open to all 
thoſe Pretenders, nor no room for their Cabals and In- 
trigues. Alexander ( ſaid Urania) being on his Death- 
bed, anſwered his Courtiers, when they asked him who 
ſhould ſucceed him, The moſt worthy. Then Self-Love 
ſhewed itſelf, each thought himfelf the deſigned Perſon, 
ſome endeavaured to gain the Soldiers, others the great 
Men and the People ; but the Inſtant it was known that 
Alexander had given the Royal Ring to Perdiceas, all 
their caballing ftopt. The Romans {/aid Felicia) made 
Demi-gods of thoſe Emperors -that left them. a lawful 
Succeſſor ; and I find the Imperial Conftitations have 
wiſely eſtabliſſied the Election of a King of the Re- 
nan, who is the appointed Succeſſor to the Empire. 
Antiently (a de Florinda) the Perſiant did not tulfer 
, I their King to go in Perſon on any warlike Ex 
without firſt appointing who ſhould ſucceed him. L- 
„via, (aid Urania) had the Addreſs to conceal the 
Death of Aagafius fo well, that 7;herius was in poſſeſſion 
of the Empire before that Loſs was known. The Ro- 
nu Senate concealed that of the Emperor Claudius, 
and aſſe mbled every day on pretence of praying to the 
„Gods for the Health of that Prince; but in reality, ta 
pſecure the Empire to his Succeſſor. Queen Tanaguilla 
4 (adaed Camilla) conceal'd the Death o Tarquin, alk 
o [8 Serwzus was inftall'd King of the Romans. ” 
el ALL this proves (/ai4 Urania) that Hereditary 
s Empires have, and always will ſupport themſelves in 
Prejudice to all others. Saying thus, they walked to- 
wards the Houſe, and being come into the Hall, and e- 
bY thing ready to be ferved up, they placed themſelves 
at. 
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at Table. After the Repaſt, Urania asked Camilla jeft- 
ingly, if ſhe was of a Humour to go to the Library, 

That beautiful Lady anſwered her in the ſame Tone, 
that, that Day reading would be agreeable to her, and 
that ſhe ſhould not want a rural Feaſt to prevent her 
being melancholy. So ſaying, they entred the Libra- 
ry, where they reſum'd their uſual Entertainment. Af- 
ter ſome time ſpent in filence, Florinda breaking it the 
firſt, I cannot enough admire ( /aid be) the Confidence 
of Charles the Fifth, and the Moderation of Francis the 

_ Firſt, when the Emperor paſs'd thro* Fraxce to ſuppreſs 
the Rebellion in Ghent, The Hiſtory of our Nation, 
which J have met with, has called it to my mind. 

_ *Tis indeed (aid Urania) a very remarkable Paſlage : 
That Emperor ask'd leave of the King to paſs through 
his Dominions; he obtain'd it, and when he was at 
Paris, it was repreſented to the King, that he ought 
to lay hold of the opportunity of reyenging himſelf on 

that Prince, who had ſeveral times broke his Faith, in 
the Treaties that had been made between them; parti- 
cularly in that relating to the Inveſtiture of the Dutchy 
of Milan, which belong'd fo juſtly to France. Francis 
the Firſt, knew all the Importance of that Aﬀair ; but 

he knew better that the Royal Word was ſacred ; and 
repulſing ſuch Counſels, he ordered them to mention it 
no more.  Pledg'd Faith ought always to be regarded, 
(Jaid Felicia) thro' that the Romans poſſels'd the 
greateſt Empire in the World ; their Friends and Allies 
were ſo ſatisfied with the exact Regard they had to 
their Treaties, that their Word was ſufficient to them; 
all ſorts of Treaſon were deteſtable to them. The Fa- 
liſcans found it ſufficiently, for whilſt the Romans were 
beſieging their City, a School-Mafter contrived to lead 
the Children of the principal Men of the City into the 

Roman Camp. The Novelty of ſuch a Baſeneſs ſurpriz d 
them, and they ſo much abhorred it, that immediately 
they ordered the Arms of the Traitor to be ty'd, gave il 
each of the Scholars Rods, and bid them whip him 

back to the City, and return to their Parents. They 

did fo accordingly, and in fo rigorous a manner, that, 
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the Wretch died under their Blows, as they enter'd 
the City. This Generoſity of the Romans touch'd the 
Faliſcans ſo ſenſibly, that the next Day, on honourable 
Terms, they ſubmitted themſelves to the Romans. Scipio 
(added Camilla) having met and taken a Carthaginian 
Veſſel richly laden, the Captain of which, telling him 
that he was carrying the Ambaſſadors, and the Preſents 
which the Commonwealth was ſending to Greece, he 
let them go, tho' he thought it was a Pretence; chuſing 
rather to loſe his Booty, than run the riſque of violating 
the Rights of Nations in the Perſons of Ambaſſadors, 
tho? he believ'd them to be feign'd ones: Cæ ſar Auguſtus 
(id Florinda) might have chaſtiſed Caracolas, the 
moſt famous robber of his time, and for whoſe Head 
there was a Reward put out ; but he having the Teme- 
rity to deliver himſelf. up to Auguſtus himſelf, and to 
ask the promiſed Reward, that Prince, who found 
ſomething great in what he had done, order'd the Mo- 
ney to be paid him, and gave him his Life: thinking 
he ought to recompence the Coſidenſe he had placed in 
him. | | | 
THE famous Pirate Calicratus ( ſaid Felicia) refuſed 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, that was offer'd him to 
kill a Man to whom he had given his Protection. Since 
there is no body ( /ai4 Urania) who does not endeavour 
to be beliey'd in what he ſays, much more ought a 
Prince ; he who ought to have more Honour in his 
Soul, and Truth in his Mouth than any of his Subjects; 
if he were allowed to promiſe and not obſerve, who 
could be ſimple enough to give credit to him? He that 
religiouſly keeps his Word, obliges the Perſon with 
whom he treats to do the ſame ; he that breaks it on 
the contrary, deſerves the ſame to be done by him. 
In vain would Princes bind their Subjects by Oaths of 
Allegiance, in vain would they conclude- Treaties with 
their Allies; all theſe Precautions would be uſeleſs, if 
they did not punctually keep their own Words. All 
Contracts are in Juſtice relative, the two Contraftants 
ought reciprocally to execute the Articles agreed on, 
the Engagement is otherwiſe void. Much more on 
3 | a Prince 


of 


at} 


« Prince, whoſe Preſence ſupplies all other | Sclemni- 


ties, whoſe Word is Law, and whoſe Letters-Patents 
give full Aſſurance. How much ſtronger does an Oath 


bind him? He cannot infringe it, without particularly 


offending the Author of his Being, who is Truth itſelf, 
and whom Kings ought to imitate, ſince they repre- 
ſent him here below, Doubtleſs ¶ſaid Felicia) God 
has made Agreements with Men, which he has exactly 
obſery'd; nay he has often teſtify'd how: much he was 
offended, at their not obſerving their Promiſes. The 
Children of Saul put to death the Gibeonites, contrary 
to the Faith that Jochua bad given them: God'reven- 
ged this in afflicting //-ae/ with a Famine for the ſpace 
of three Years; and tho', according to Human Laws, 
the Promiſe of Zo/ua ought not to have been binding, 
being extorted by an Artifice; yet having been given 
under the Seal of God: it was become ſacred, authen- 
tick and inviolable. Theſe are great Examples ( /aid 
Camilla) and noble Leſſons for ſuch as falfify their Pro- 


miſes. 


If Men, in every thing, obſery'd that Golden Rule, 
to do as they would be done unto, (added Florinda) 
they would not need Examples, nor Laws; in their own 
Boſoms would they find what they ought to do, with- 
out having recourſe to Laws eſtabliſned by others: But 
fince it is not ſo, and there is a Neceſſity for Laws, 1 
think they, who violate them, cannot be too ſeverely 

iſhed. You are a Roman, in that point, (rephd U- 
rania ; ) that Famous Nation never failing to puniſh, 
with the utmoſt Rigour, the Violation of their Laws. 

A Prince is obliged ( ſaid Felicia) to chaſtize the 
Wicked, when they are found out; if he forgives, or 
winks at them, he is guilty, towards God and Man, of 
the Crimes they ſhall after wards commit: for this rea- 
fon, were the Axes and Rods carry'd before the Roman 
Emperors and Conſuls; that they might, by them, be 
put in mind of their duty, and keep the World in awe. 
During the Cenforſhip of Cato ( ſaid Florinda) the Ar- 
tificers were always employ*'d, without daring; to quit 
their Shops, till. the Hours for work; were over, for fear 


of 
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of meeting that rigid Cenſor, who, Day and Night, 
obſerved: both the Little and the Great ones; and When 
he found them in a Fault, he treated the Patricians in 
the ſame manner as the Meaneſt of the People: A re- 
markable Example for thoſe in Authority! Seneca ſays 
(added Urania) that he who can prevent a Miſchief, - 
and does not, is as much guilty of it, as he that com- 
mits it. But yet ( /a:z4 Camilla) too great Severity in 
a Prince is a Fault, Too great Indulgence (cry'd Flo- 
rinda) is a much greater. Was not the Roman Empire 
running to Ruin, by the Diſorders that the Goodneſs, 
or rather the Indolence of the Emperor Pertimax ſuffer d 
to be introduc'd? and what would have been the Con- 
ſequence of it, had not the ſevere Alexander, who ſuc- 
ceeded him, remedied them, by reſtoring the Laws to 
their full Vigour, and putting them in force? Cicero 
maintains (added Urania) that nothing is ſo offenſive to 
the Good, as to ſee the Wicked ſupported ; and that 
nothing ſo much encourages the committing of Crimes, 
as Impunity. What happened at Rome (/aid Felicia) 
under the Pontificate of Innocent XI may prove what we 
have been ſaying; his Predeceſſors had, for a long time, 
neglected to clear the Provinee of Romania, of an infi- 
nite number of thoſe ſort of Robbers, whom the Hali- 
ans call Sgherri, whoſe Profeſſion it is, to lend their 
hands to all ſorts of Crimes, and particularly to Mur- 
ders. The Talians are naturally inclin'd to Vengeance, 
but, to ſatisfy it, ſeldom — remlawexy Danger; 
and therefore make uſe of a third Hand: Vou may ea- 
ſily imagine thoſe Miniſters of Iniquity are moſt aban- 
don'd Villains, ſince they lend their Hands to any one, 
without diſtinction. I. he Nobility, aiming at being 
formidable, keep in pay great Numbers of theſe Sgher- 
ri, which makes the Governors of Provinces, who are 
but for a certain time, tolerate theſe Broods of Murde- 
rers, for fear of irritating the Nobles who ſapport 
them. Romania ſuffered prodigiouſly through theſe. 
Wretches, when Innocent XI being ſenſible of it, thought 
himſelf obliged, in Duty, to apply a Remedy to theſe 
Diſorders, and pitch'd upon Cardinal Cibe for that Le- 

| | . | £ gateſhip 3, 


No Fy 
gateſhip: He ſent for him, and told him, that know:- 
ing him to be a Prince by Birth, and of conſequence 
incapable of Fear, or ſordid Intereſt, which oftentimes 
ties the Hands of thoſe in Authority, and blunts the 
Sword of Juſtice, he begg'd him to accept of that Go- 
vernment, and to free the Holy Chair from the Scan- 
dal that from thence reflected on it; aſſuring him that 
he would endow him with a Power ſo unlimited, in 
the Execution of the ſevereſt Juſtice, that no [Intereſt 
or Recommendation ſhould ſuſpend, or interfere with 
his Judgments. The Cardinal, who was of a mild and 
gentle Diſpoſition, would rather have excuſed himſelf 
trom accepting of this Commiſſion : But ſeeing that 
the Pope gave it, attended with Conditions that had 
never been granted to any of his Predeceſſors, he ac- 
cepted of it, and repair'd to Ravenna, the Capital of 
the Province. The Magiſtrates, and Nobility, coming 
to congratulate him on his Arrival, the Cardinal told 
them, in a weak and feeble Tone, that he was ſorry he 
? was pitch'd upon to fill a place, the Authority of 
j4 - Which might have been much better exerciſed by ſome 
= other ;' that he was -weak, hoth in Body and Mind, 
2 that he loy'd Peace and Quietneſs, that he ſhould refer 
every thing to their Management, only begg'd them to 
have God before their Eyes, in the Execution of Juſ- 
tice. The Inhabitants of Rawenna were charm'd, at ha- 
ving a Legate ſo humble and gentle; the Banditti in 
particular, rejoiced at the Impunity they promis'd 
themſelves, under ſo mild a. Government. But the art- 
ful Legate, had no ſooner diſmiſs'd the Magiſtrates and 
Nobility, than ſending for the Barige/lo, or Captain of 
the Archers, he told him, with a reſolute and bold 
Voice, that the firſt Perſon guilty of Murder, or any 
other Crimes, that he ſuffer'd to eſcape, he ſhould an- ſe 
ſwer it with his Life; and that he would infallibly WW a: 
hang him, if he was guilty of Neglect, or Collufion, if th 
with any one whatever. The Barige/ls repreſented to WW R 
him, that if it happen'd, as was the Cuſtom, that the Hof 
- Perſons accus'd ſhould. be pardon'd, by the Interceſſion ¶ th 
of the Nobility, he ſhould certainly, by ſome or 3 
| "Ml 
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of them, be ailaſſinated ; the Cardinal affurd him, 


that he would take-ſuch Care, that no hurt ſhould bap- 
pen to him, for doing his Duty: and ſo diſmiſdd him, 
without giving him leave to anſwer. Three Days af- 
terwards a Man was aſſaſſinated; the Barigells did as he 
ought, the Murderer not ſo much as abſconding, in 


certain Confidence of Impunity. The Cardinal was im- 


mediately ſurrounded by the Nobility, who begg'd his 
Pardon for a Man, who, they all aſſur'd him, bad not 
given the Blow 'till he was forced to it, by the into- 
lerable Outrages he received from his Adverſary. He 
heard coolly, and with Patience, all that could be ſaid 
in behalf, of the Murderer, and anſwered them mildly, 
that he was as ſorry as they were for the Accident ; 
but that the Pope having commanded him to execute 
Juſtice, he could not prevent the Law taking its Courſe ; 
ſo ſent the Offender to the Gibbet. ; 
THE Interceffors took Patience, this firſt time, flat- 
tering themſelves, that their new Legate had done this 
by way of Example, on his firſt entring into his Office, 
and that another time, he would be more traQable. 
Soon after, a ſecond Murder was committed, the guilty 
Perſon taken up and thrown into Irons; the Interceſſors 
renew'd the Attack, but could, by all their Prayers, 
only obtain a Delay for a few Days, during which, they 
had recourſe to the Pope, to beg the Pardon of an only 
Son, who was (they ſaid the Support of an afflicted 
Mother, who beggid her Son's Life; work'd up, by 
the Fire of his Youth, into a Paſſion, which had unfor- 
tunately, and contrary to his Intentions, cauſed the 
Death of a Villain, who had deſerv'd the greateſt Pu- 
niſhments, and had, unprovok d, attack'd' him firſt. 
The Pope heard all, but told them, Juſtice was neceſ- 
fary, to preſerve Order and Tranquillity ; and forbad 
any body to ſpeak to him any more on the behalf of 
the Criminal, or of any other, in the Legateſhip of 
Ravenna. Theſe two Executions ſo exaſperated. thoſe 
of Ravenna, that reſolving to try their Strength with 
the Legate, they every Day committed new Diſorders ; 
Vol. J. | L - 
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ſeen ſo much Severity: Here it was ſo uſefully em- 


| 10a certain Inn in the open Country, not daring to ap- 
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But Cardinal Cibo, without being diſcompos'd, execu- 
ted, with Rigour, the Offenders. Almoſt all the No- 
| bility were involved in the Crimes of theſe Wretches ; 
the Executioner was ſo much employ'd, that ſcarce a 
Day paſt, but three or four were ſeen hanging ata time, 
to the great Aſtoniſhment of the People, who had never 


ploy'd, that not one of thoſe wicked Race of Men 
could be ſeen, either Night or Day, in the City. But 
the Cardinal's Zeal did not ſtop here, for being infor- 
med, that great Numbers of them retir'd, every Night, 


pear in Ravenna, he gave ſecret Orders, that he might 
be ſupported in his Deſign, and repair'd to the Place, 
diſguis d like a Country Curate ; he enter'd it at Mid- 
night, begging a Lodging, becauſe it was too late to 
ſs further: He was ſoon encompaſs'd by an infinite 
Number of thoſe Aſſaſſins, who not knowing him, took 
him for what he ſeem'd to be; they oblig'd him to 
wait on them, and the courageous Prelate was turning 
the Spit, the inſtant the Houſe was inveſted, by his 
Orders, by the Archers and City Militia : then the Car- 
dinal, clapping on his red Hat, and ſpeaking with an 
Air of Authority, commanded them all to be tied and 
bound, together with the Maſter of the Houſe, and his 
Servants, and as ſoon as it was Day he had them all 
hanged, and the Houſe raſed. This neceſſary Severity has 
made the Name of Cardinal Cibo ſo terrible in Romania, 
that to this Day they tremble if his Name be but fo 
much as mentioned; and the Nobility are ſo reduc'd, 
by Confiſcations, that moſt of them are now in the ut- 
moſt Miſery, 1 — | 
THIS / /aid Orania) is not diſſembling with the 
Wicked : God often permits them that ſpare them, to 
be puniſhed in their ſtead ; does he not tell Ahab, that 
for ſuffering a Man to eſcape, who had deſerved Death, 
the, and his People, ſhould anſwer for it. Pauſania. 
(added Florinda) kill'd Philip, Alexander's Father, becauſe 


manded 
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manded it; on the contrary, that Prince turned him 


into Ridicule before all his Court, and rais'd his Enemy 
to the greateſt Honours. The Romans ( /aid Camilla) 
are immortal Examples of ſevere Juſtice : Horatius Ter- 


geminus had like to have paid with his Life, for the An- 
ger and Indignation of the Senate, tho he was crown d 
with Glory, by a famous Victory, which he had juſt 


gam'd, the glorious Marks of which, he ſtill wore. 


Another - Inſtance of their Juſtice (/aid Urania) comes 
into my mind, in the puniſhing the Sons of Brutus; ſo 


much the more remarkable, becauſe the executing it fell 


on their own Father, and the Sentence was pronounced 
out of his Mouth, who, on any other occaſion, would 
have trembled with Horror at the Sight of the Execu- 
tion of it, They never puniſh'd any body ſo ſeverely 
as Meticus, for breach of Faith. Julius Cæſar (ſaid 
Florinda) was no great Puniſher of Crimes; but for a 


ſeditious Soldier, or a Deſerter, he had no Mercy, and 


ſpar'd neither Nobles nor Plebeians. All this ſhows, 
(added Urania) that a Prince ought not to fear being 
tax'd for Cruelty, in executing Juſtice, and putting ri- 
gorouſly in force the Laws of the State; tis a Father 
chaſtiſing his Children. A Surgeon, who to fave his 
Friend, and Patient's Life, puts him to incredible 
Pain, cannot paſs for Cruel: So that provided a Prince 
does nothing contrary to the publick Good, he ought. 
always to be praiſed for puniſhing the Wicked, and 
for cutting off from the Body of his People,the pu- 
trify'd Members, to preſerve thoſe that are whole and 
found. But (continued /be) the Sun will now give us 
leave to walk. and ſince we have paid our Tribute to 
the Library, let us now on the Banks of the River 
ſeek to diverſify our Reflections. Accordingly they 
repaired to the Terraſs, where having walked ſome time, 
they at length ſeated themſelves on the graſſy Banks 
with which it was adorned. Indeed (ſaid Camilla) I 
cannot enough admire Urania, ſhe loves us, and with 
Goodneſs lets us into her Secrets; ſhe knows too, how 
much we are concerned at what touches her, yet we =_ 
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7 I can eaſily agree with you that Thelamont poſſeſſes eve- 
ry thing neceſſary to Perſuaſion; but ſhould he ſucceeed 


The livelieſt Gratitude (aid Felicia) and were he 4 


in nothing blameable except his Love for you, but that 


ſo much the eaſier. As for me ( ſaid Camilla) I believe 


— "_ 
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lee ſhe is afraid of letting us partake in the Uneaſineſs 
which doubtleſs ſhe's in for the Succeſs of The/amont's = 


Voyage. | 


I own (rephyd Urania) I ſhould: reproach myſelf if 
I entertained you with my Thoughts, when they can- 
not poſſibly be agreeable or diverting to you: but ſince 
you deſire it, I won't deny but that I very much ap- 
prehend all the Cares of The/amont will be vain. We 
are not in an Age that thinks itſelf obliged to regard 
Generoſity, and I with Juſtice believe, his Kinſman 
will not admit of any Accommodation with Geronte, 
becauſe the Queſtion is about a very conſiderable Eſ- 
tate. For me (/aid Florinda) I conjecture better for 
you in this Affair. not imagining that a Relation of 
Thelamont. can poſſibly refuſe him any thing; ſince Per- 
ſons to whom he is no ways related, cannot | hinder 
themſelves from granting him every thing he deſires, 
What you ſay, is very obliging to him, (/a:id4 Urania) 


with his Relation, what can he expect from Geronte ? 


hundred times more odd tempered than he is, I am 
convinced he would be ſenfible of a Service of ſuch 
Importance. Queſtion it not ¶ aid Camilla) Geronte is 


Paſſion does not blind his Eyes towards his Friends: 
What other Fault has he, but his deſigning to force 
you to marry him, or not to marry at all during his 
Life? In every thing elſe, he is an honeſt Man, and 
his Gratitude will carry him further lengths than per- 
haps you expect. You flatter me (ſaid Urania) with 
pleaſing Hopes, and as I very much wiſh it, and as it 
is you that inſinuate it into my Heart, I give way to it 


the Proverb, A good Turn is never loft : If he to whom 
we doit, is ungrateful, Heaven rewards us ; ſooner or 


later we meet with our Recompence. 


J think 


[a4] 


I think, to divert your Ideas and amuſe you, I muſt 


tell you a Story to this purpoſe, which will lead us to 


the Moral this Proverb contains. I tell it you only as a 
Fable, but I think theſe ſorts of Amuſements are not 
entirely. unworthy of great Minds, eſpecially when by 


that we gain Lights that lead us to Truth. What you 


fay is very juſt, (reply Urania : ) A Fable often includes 
a ſevere Moral, and it has the greater Fffe& on us, 
becauſe it 15 introduced to us under the Diſguiſe of 
Pleaſure. I'm of your Opinion, {/aid Felicia) Phedraus 
gin, and the famous & ſop, ſufficiently warrant what 
you ſay. When from a Tale or Fable (added Camilla) 
good Reflections may be taken, it becomes as uſeſul as 
Hiſtory. I may venture then to tell you what | men- 
tioned, without fear of fatiguing you; for tho? it is a 
Romance and a Fable, it leads us to that Solidity you 
mention: and tho' it were only to divert you for an 
Hour, and to put me upon a footing with Florinda, who 


has ſo much recommended to us the Princeſs of Pon- 


thieu, I ſhould think my time very well employ'd. I 
ſee, ¶ aid Urania ſiniling) that the Inclination you have 
of telling a Story, has ſome little Effet upon you; 
but no matter, we will with Pleaſure embrace all Op- 
portunities of liſtening to you. Upon this, Camilla be- 
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The Hiflory of John of Calais. 


i HAT Lam going to tell you, is taken out of 


a Book called the fabulous Hiſtory of the 


Houſe of the Kings of Portugal. I ſhall make no Alte- 


ration in it, nor pretend to embelliſh it. On the 


| North of France, bordering on the Sea, is a City called 


Calais. One of the chiefeſt Men, and greateſt Mer- 
chants of this City, had an only Son, on whom he 
had beſtowed all the Education neceſſary for forming 
his Mind' and Body. Nature had endow'd him. with 
the Charms of the one, and the Graces of the other; 
in ſo much that he ſoon outwent his Maſter's Hopes. 


He applied himſelf in particular to the Art of Naviga - 


tion, and when he had join'd the Pra&ick part to Theo- 


e, he was the moſt valiant and excellent Sailor of his 


Time: his youthful Courage nat letting him languiſh in 
ſloth ful Eaſe, he perſuaded his Father to equip, him a 
Veſſel of Strength ſufficient to clear the Coaſt of an infi- 
nite Number of Pyrates, drawn thither by the great 
Trade of the Inhabitants of Calais, and who cammitted 


à thouſand Outrages on thoſe Seas. His Father praiſed 


his Courage, and furniſhed him with every thing in 
abundance, that could be neceſſary for ſo noble a De- 
ſign. All things being ready, he ſet fail, and his Va- 
Tour, ſupported by his Prudence, ſucceeded ſo well, 
that having overcome thoſe Sea-Robbers in ſeveral En- 
gagements, he ſo entirely deſtroyed them, that there 
was not one of them to be ſeen. This News filled the 
Inhabitants of the City of Calais with ſo much Grati- 
tude, that they prepared for him Triumphal Arches, 


him 
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him its Tranquility, and the Security of its Commerce; 
This it is that has made the Hiſtorian diſtinguiſh him 
by no other Name but that of John of Calais. This 
young Hero was ready by his Return to have enjoyed 
the Honours that waited for him, when his Ship was 
attacked by a violent Storm, that carried him into Seas 
out of his Knowledge. The Tempeſt being over, and 
Jobn of Calais having made uſe of all that Art or Expe- 
rience had taught him to find Land, he at length diſco- 
vered an Maud; he made towards it, and having put 
out his Boat, he, and ſeven of his Men, landed by the 
Side of a Wood, into which he and his Soldiers entered. 
He was very much ſurprized to find it cut into large 
and beautiful Walks, ſuch a thing ſeeming very extra- 
ordinary to him, in a Country that he thought unin- 
habited or barbarous. But his Aſtoniſhment very much 
augmented, when on going further, he heard ſomebody 
talking in Flemiſh, a Language to which he was much 
accuſtom'd. He directed his Steps to the Place where 
he heard the Voice, and ſaw three Men richly dreſs d, 
who came up to him in a polite manner. Jobn of Ca- 
lais begged them to tell him in what Country he was, 
and whether he and his Company might find Safety. 
Whoever you are (reply d one, who ſeem d to be the chief 
among them) I am ſurprized that you ſhould not know 
you are in Otimania, a flouriſhing State, where reigns 
the juſteſt King in the World, whoſe Wiſdom has con- 
ſtituted the Laws to which he himſelf ſubmits : and in 
the religious obſervation of which, the Happineſs of 
this Empire conſiſts : regret not that you are arrived, 
you will be in ſafety. Get upon that Height (added he ) 
which hides from you the great and ſtately City of Pa/- 
mania, Capital to theſe rich Dominions, you'll ſee a a 
noble River, which forms the fineſt Port in the Uni- 
verſe, where Ships of all Nations are now riding in Ce- 
curity. Jobn of Calais thank'd him; and charm'd 
with his good fortune, he advanced to the Top of a 
Hill, from whence he diſcovered a moſt delicious Coun- 
try, and deſcending enter'd into that Capital: but being 
8 L 4 | come 


to · beſtow Burial on that unfortunate Corps? He was 
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come to a large Square, he ſaw the Body of a Man 
torn in pieces by Dogs. This Object ſtruck him with 
Horror, and he repented that he had engaged himſelf fo 


far. Nevertheleſs he asked, why in ſo great a City, the 


Eawsof which had been repreſented to him as moſt wiſe, 
there was no one to be found that had Charity enough 
anſwer'd, that it underwent the Law, which ordered that 
the Bodies of all who dy'd without paying their Debts, 
ſhould be thrown out to the Dogs, and their Souls re- 
main wandering, without being ſuffer'd to enjoy the Re- 


| Poſe reſery'd for the Juſt. That this Puniſhment was 


inflicted thus publickly, becauſe oftentimes there were 
found People generous enough to pay thoſe Wretches 
Debts, and bury their Bodies. This was enough to 
excite the Compaſſion of the noble Soul of Fohn of 
Calais; he immediately cauſed to be publiſhed by ſound 


of Trumpet throughout the City, that if the Creditors 


of that Man would come to him and make oat. their 
Debts, he would pay them. The next day having cau- 


ſed his Ship to enter the Port, he took Money ſuffici- 


ent to perform his Promiſe, and having paid them all 
exactly, he buried the Debtor's Corps in an honourable 
manner. | 2 28 81055 
AF T E R having received the Praiſes ſuch an action 
merited from the ſupreme Magiſtrate and People, he 
ſet himſelf about taking the Longitude and Latitude of 


this delightful Region, that he might make it known 


to his Country, and open a way to a Commerce that 
might be uſeful to both Nations. One Evening that he 
was retiring pretty early to his Ship, he ſaw another 
Veſſel come and caſt Anchor cloſe to his: on the Deck 
of which, he ſaw two Ladies drown'd in Tears; they 


were magnificently dreſs'd, and their Air made Fohr 


of Calais judge them to be of diſtinguiſh'd Birth, Up- 
on Inquiry, he found the Ships belonged to a Cor arr, 
juſt arrived, and that thoſe two Perſons were Slaves, 
whom he would ſell the next day. The tender Heart 
of Jabs of Calais was touch'd with their Misfortune, he 


immediately reſolved to free them from their Diſtreſs. 


Accordingly 


. 
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Accordingly he ſent to the Pyrate, and withont hag- 
gling, gave him what he asked for them, and brought. 
them on board his own Veſſel. But how was he Re. 
prized,” when, they having thrown aſide their Veils, 
he ſaw two young Beauties capable of moving the moſt 


ſavage Soul ! Their Tears added to their Charms, and 


ſeem'd to ſerve him for Arms to conquer the Hearts. of 
their Beholders; one of them made the moſt lively 
Impreſſion on that of: Jobi of Calais, After having 
given ſome time to the Admiration which his dawnin 
Love had — — ——— NT them, told them 
were free, that he ka the greateſt reſpect imagi- 
— for them, and Ind wtzen tin out ae Hats 
of the Pyrate, only to reſtore them to their Parents 
without any Ranſom. "Theſe generous Words encoura- 
ged the beautiful Captives. Thi noble Air of Fohn of 
Calais, and the Gracefulnefs that accompanied all his 
Actions, touched their Hearts, and in'the moſt obliging 
Terms they exprels'd their Gratitude. Soon after he ſet 
fail; and arrived*happily on the Coaft of Albion, where 
he was forced, by ftreſs of weather, to put in: During 
the Voyage, he was conſtantly with his Slaves, and 
being young, inſinuating, and form'd to pleaſe ; he 
foon found the way to the Heart of her that had charm- 
ed him. Love had wounded them ſo deeply with the 
ſame Arrow that they could no long time conceal it; 
they loved, confeſſed it to each other, and only con- 
ſulting the Vivacity of their Sentiments, they vow'd 
an eternal Paſfon. When Jh of Calais was aflur'd of 
his Happineſs, he begg*d that young Beauty to tell him 
who ſhe was, and by what Accident ſhe and her Com- 
panion had been taken by the Pyrate: Think not (added 
he) that my Curioſity has any diſobliging Motive; 
whoſdever you are, there is nothing but what I think. 
beneath you: and to convince you of what I fay, I this 
moment without knowing any thing more, promiſe 
you, if you will accept of me, to- be your Hutband. I 
receive with pleaſure (reply d the beautiful Slave) the 
Faith you offer me; I give you mine, and ſhall place 
my Whole Happineſs in being united to you Oy * 
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bat for my Births give me leave to conceal it, becauſe 


it is neceſſary for my Repoſe. Let it ſuffice that Hea- 
ven has not made me unworthy of you; my Name is 
Conftance, and my Companion's Jſabella. I am no ways 
offended at your Curioſity, neither be you at my Si- 


lence ; our Love requires it of me. I ought to conceal 


myſelf, that J may be your's, and I will endeavour to 


forget every thing that may hinder me from following an 


Inclination ſronger than my Reaſon. 


FO HN of Calais was too much in love to preſs the 


, 1 


charming Conſtance any further, after ſuch a Conſeſſion; 
he promiſed he would never more mention it; and with- 
out further Conſultation, they were immediately mar- 


ried. V : 4 ta 

IS ABELLA, who had been witneſs of their Love 
and Union, took the Opportunity whilſt Jabs of Ca- 
lais was buſied in giving Directions about the Ship, to 
teſtify to Conſfance, Es [[ ſhe was in, at what ſhe 
had done: What! Madam, (/aid he Can Love have ſo 
far blinded you, as to make you forget who yon are? 
Do you expect always to be conceal'd;; and will not 
the Bands you have juſt tied, be diſſolved, the moment 
tis diſcover'd where you are? I ſpeak not on my own 
account: in whatever Obſcurity you cauſe me to live, 


attach'd to you, I ſhall be pleaſed; your Glory, alone, 


touches me, and I, cannot, without Grief, ſee you a- 
bandon the moſt ſplendid Expectations to follow your 
Paſſion. I am not angry, dear J/abel/la, j(rep/y'd Con- 
ftance) at your Diſcourſe, IJ have a thouſand times ſaid 


the ſame thing to myſelf; but Love governs: The glo- 


rious Fate you mention is dreadful to me, fince I can- 


not ſhare it with the Man I love; and I think the Ob- 


ſcurity you complain of, preferable to the moſt exalted 


State, fince it enables me to follow my Inclinations. 


My Marriage cannot be broken whilſt I conceal myſelf, 
and I will always do fo, till 1 find it cannot be made 


null, without a far greater Reflection on my Honour. 
than my marrying the moſt amiable Man living; and 
ſince you love me well enough not to quit me, carry 


your Tenderneſs ſo far, as to cheriſh my Eaſe, and ne- 
| Hon Wn ; 8 * | | ver 
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ſhe enjoin'd Silence on her Companion ; who ſceing no 
Remedy, for what ſhe term'd a Misfortune, ſhe re- 


ſolv'd to obey. 
HAPPY 2 at Calais, charm'd with the poſſeſſi- 


on of Conflance, thank d Heaven for the Bleſſing, and 
loaded with the Favours of Love and Fortune, he re- 


embark'd, and the Wind, favourable to his Wiſhes, 
carried him ſafe into the Port of Calais. 'The News of 
bis Return was ſoon ſpread ; his Father and all the In- 


habitants of the City, met and received him, paying him 


all the Honours his heroick Actions merited. But how 


was that young Hero afflicted, to find that his Father did 


not approve of his Marriage with Conflance! The ſin- 
cere Account he gave him, how he found her, irritated 
his Anger; and however great a Deſcription he gave 
him of her Virtues, and his Paſſion, that ſevere Father 
could not forgive him for entring into an Engagement 
apparently ſo much beneath him: hẽ did his utmoſt to 
make him quit her; but he declared he would ſooner 
die, that he had given his Faith to the Perſon in the 
World he thought the moſt deſerving, and that he would 


keep it to his Grave. The old Man, more and more 
. if at his Reſiſtance, baniſhed him his Houſe, 


notwithſtanding all the Sollicitations of the chief Men 
of the City, who interceded in his behalf, and ordered 


him never to appear before him again. Jobr of Calais, 


ſenſibly affected at the Wrong his Father did his Dear 
Conflance, retir'd to a Houſe near the Port with her and 


her faithful Companion. The Quarrel between the Fa- 


ther and Son could not be conceal'd from her, her Pride 
was alarm'd; and notwithſtanding all her Love, ſhe was 
ſenſible of the Contempt her Husband's Father ſhowed 


her. 
ſhe endeavoured to comfort John of Calais: ſcarce had 


ſhe been married a year, when ſhe was brought to bed 


of a Son, who engaged all the Attention of that dear 


Husband for ſeveral years, that were ſpent without his 
being able to ſoften his Father. But at length preſſed 


5 thei common Friends, he conſented to equi p J 
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ver to diſcover the Secret on which it 1 Thus 


vet it did not alter her, ſtill tender and faithſul, 
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of Calais with a fecond Ship, to eſtabliſh a Commerce 
with the Nations he had diſcover'd, hoping that Ab- 
ſence would make him forget Conffance and her Son. 
The Veſſel was. ſoon ready, and tho? it flatter'd John of 
Calais with the hopes of acquiring new Fame, he could 
not ſee the day of his Departure draw near without the 


_ utmoſt Affliction, for being obliged to part from a Wife 


and Child he loved tenderly. Conffance, on her ſide, 


, Was not more eafy; the Dangers John of Calais was 


going to expoſe himſelf to, and. the fear of being forgot 


by him, equally afflicted her; ſhe ſhed Tears on the 


Boſom'of her dear Jabella, who ſhared her Grief with 
a Zeal worthy of them both. But at length, Love in- 
ſpired Conſtance with the means of retaining her Huſ- 
band's Affections, and of obliging her Father to bluſf 


at his cruel Uſage of her. She hid her Deſign ſrom 


the faithful Habella, apprehending that ſhe would not 
approve of it; but finding that the Time for John of 
Calais's Departure was arrived, ſhe threw herſelf at his 
feet, and begged him not to refuſe her two Favours 
the had to ask of him. Her fond Husband raifed her 
up, and embracing her with all the livelieſt Marks of 
an extreme Paſſion, aſſured her that there was nothing 
he would not grant her. I beg you then (reply re) 
to let there be drawn a Picture of me, my Son, and 
T/abella, and let it be hung in your Cabin; this done 
and the Day for your ſetting Sail come, I will tell you 
the ſecond Favour T demand of your Tenderneſs. Jobn 
of Calais finding nothing in this Requeſt but what flat. 
ter'd his Paſſion by giving him an opportunity to have 
always before his Eyes what was deareſt to him, con- 
ſented to it with Pleaſure; he employed the ableſt 
Painters he could meet with, who worked with ſo-much 
expedition, that they did not delay Jobn of Calais's 
Voyage, who ſeeing the Wind favourable, was willing 
to make uſe of it. Then the generous Conftarceaccom- 
panying him to his very Ship. This 'is the Day (/aid 
He, her Eyes bath'd in Tears) whereon you are to grant 
me my ſeeond Requeſt, refuſe it not therefore, ſince yon 
have premiſed me: Steer your Courſe to Libor, _ 
| 1 anchor 


[293] | 
anchor as near as poſſible to the Caſtle ; you will there 
ſee how I love you, and what Sacrifices my Paſſion 
has made to you. Tho" John of Calais could not compre- 
hend the meaning of her Diſcourſe, yet he promiſed to 
obey her punctually: They embraced each other, and + 
with the - greateſt difficulty parted, He at length ſet 
Sail, his Soul filled with Love, Hope, and Grief, He 
kept his Word with Conſfance, and his Voyage being 
happy, he caſt Anchor directly under the Caſtle of 
Lisbon. The Arrival and Beauty of his Veſſel, attrafted 
almoſt all the City on board of him. Even the King 
of PortugaPs Curioſity was raiſed, and being willing to 
gratify it, he deſcended from his - Caſtle, attended by a 
numerous Court. | 1 80 | 
FOHN'of Calais received him with all the Honours 
due to his royal Majeſty. That Prince was charmed 
with his good Mien, his Wit, and the Air of Grandeur 
which appeared in all his Actions. He carefully ex. 
amined the Conſtruction of his Ship, but when he had 
caſt his Eyes on the Picture that adorned the Cabin, he 
could not help ſhowing his Aſtoniſſiment by a Cry 
that drew the Eyes of all the Court on the ſame Object: 
They all ſeemed as much concerned as the King; but 
he Keeping ſilenee, they did not dare to dd otherwiſe, 
but kept their thoughts concealed. John of Calais, 
ſurprized at the Alterations he faw in the King's Coun- 
tenance, with the greateſt reſpect, asked him the vcca- 
ſion of it, and begg'd to know if any thing in his Ship 
ä had been ſo unfortunate as to diſpleaſe him. No (re 
the King, endeavouring-to recover himſelf.) Tm charm'd 
at your coming hither, you-ſhall be receiv'd-as you de- 
ſerve, but I forbid your departure without my leave. 
At theſe Words he retired, and his Court followed him 
s without venturing to open their mouths, at what they = 
bad ſeen; the King retired to his Cloſer, his Soul = 
. fluctuating with ſo many different Emotions, that he | 
1 could ſcarqhimſelf diſ-intricate them: He ſaw plainly, 
t that they who were with him had the ſame Ideas; 
n be therefore reſolved to inform himſelf of the Truth 
en s pole, dat his Courtiers might not divalgy 
, ras l 
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what he was willing no body ſhould know but himſelf. 
He therefore ſent for Jobn of Calais. This young War- 
rior was not eaſier than the King, he could not ima- 
gine what had - occaſioned the Concern he ſhowed at 
the fight of the Picture. The laſt Words of that dear 
Wife came into his mind, and comparing them with 
the King's behaviour, he was endeavouring to pene- 
trate into the Myſtery, when he received the King's 
Commands : he obeyed, leaving to Heaven the clear- 
ing up of an Affair, which at preſent ſeemed ſo my- 
ſerious. | | CES 

THE King took him with him into his Cloſet, and 
after having commanded his attendants to withdraw, 
looking graciouſly on him; I am perſuaded {/aid he) 
that what paſt juſt now, has given you ſome uneaſineſs, 
it has me, I confeſs : but it is in your power to free 
me from it without difficulty. —] find in my ſelf 
an inclination to favour you, and will ſpare nothing to 
convince you of it, if you will deal with me with that 
fincerity I deſire. | N | 


AN Ambition for Glory, (reply d John of Calais, 
bowing with profound reſpect never entered into a Mind 
leſs capable of Diſſimulation;— Honour and Probity 
have ever been the Guide of all my Words and Actions 
—I would not fail in them to my worſt Enemies. 
Judge then, great Prince, if I can be baſe to a Monarch, 
whoſe Vertues are my Admiration. Well then (aid 
_ the King ) you may with eaſe reſolve me who thoſe two 
Women and Child are, whom I ſaw painted in your 
Cabin. One of them, Sir (rep4'd John of Calais) is my 
Wife, the Child is hers and mine; —— the. other is a 
Friend of hers, whom, with her, I redeemed from Slavery, 
he King of Portugal fetched a deep Sigh at 
theſe Words, and ſhedding ſome Tears, which he could 
not reſtrain, which of them (cry d he) is your Wife ?— 
The moſt beautiful, {reph'd Jahn of Calais.) What is 
her Name? (reſumed the impatient Monarch. Conſtance 
(anſwered be] and that of her Companion, is Jſabella, 
Ah! (cry'd the King) it is no longer to be doubted ! But 


(added he ) be ſtill ſincere, and tell me at what T we 
3 | ap 
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and by what Means they came into your hands, and 
wuhat occaſioned your marrying with Conſtance? Fohr 
of Calais, without any heſitation, told the King of Por- 
tugal all that had ever happened to him, during his whole 
Life; and tho? he ſpoke with great modeſty, he ſaid 

enough to let him ſee of how much Uſe to his Country 
his Valour had been: He then told of his being driven 
on the Coaſts of Otimania, his Adventure about the 
dead Body, and the Manner in which he had found 
Conſtance and IJſabella. I adored Conflance ¶ ſaid he) 
from the firſt moment 1 ſaw her, but when I had a little 
converſed with her, I admired her Courage and Vertue, 
in ſupporting her Misfortunes, and I thought it my 
1 happineſs to be united to her for ever: I was 
appy enough to pleaſe her, ſne accepted my Faith, 
but has with care concealed from me who ſhe is; tis 
true indeed, I never preſs'd her much on that point, 
My Heart pleaſed with her Vertue, diſdained to inform 
itſelf of what leaſt pleaſes generous Minds; Mine, pre- 
ferring the Slave that merited Crowns, to Queens whoſe | 
Sentiments correſpond not with the Grandeur of their 
Birth. 1 have a Son, in whom conſiſts mine, and his 
Mother's Happineſs ; it is in obedience to her, | am 
come hither : I am ignorant of her deſign in it, as I am 
of yours in the recital you have exacted from me. 
But this I know, that nothing ſhall ever alter my Paſſion 
for my dear Conſtance, or ſeparate me from her. 25 
THIS, moſt worthy Prince, is the exact Truth of 
what you have deſired to know ; and I ſhall think my 
ſelf moſt fortunate, if by it, I gain the Eſteem I wiſh 
for, among the Nations where Chance or Defign may 
carry me. Ves (reply'd the King ) your Vertue has found 
the way to my Heart ; and in return for your Sincerity, 
know, that the Wife ſo dear to you, is the Princeſs 
my Daughter, only Heireſs of this Kingdom ; and that 
her Companion 1/abe/la, is the Daughter to the Duke 
of Caſca. O Heaven! (cryd John of Calais) what Glo- 
ry is it for me to have preſeryed this Treaſure for 
you! but alas, in what Afflictions will not this Adven- 
ture overwhelm me! No, no (reply'd the King) oy | 


L 276 


bend nothing, I am as generous as you are: Without 


knowing my Daughter for any thing but a Slave, you 
have not disdained to marry her, and have not attacked 


her Vertue by a criminal Paſſion, tho' ſhe was intirely 


in your power ; but have freed her from a condition in 
which her Vertue might have been triumph'd over. 
You love her, and are dear to her : Her care, in con- 


cealing her Birth from you, convinces me of it; for with- 


out doubt ſhe apprehended, if ſhe were diſcovered, that 


1 might hinder a match which my ignorance of your 
Worth might make me think unequal. —— She beg- 


ER to come hither with her Picture, ſure of my 
ing it, and that your Merit would touch my Soul 
as it had done hers. Beſides having brought you a Son, 


her Glory requires now as much that ſhe ſhould be your 
Wife, as before it would have forbad ſuch an Alliance. 


I accept of you therefore as my Son in-law, and ( conti- 
med that great Prince) I adopt your Son as my own. 


Jobn of Calais cou'd not here forbear interrupting him. 
le threw himſelf at his Feet, and in the moſt touching 


Expreſſions acknowledged the Senſe he had of his Good- 


neſs for him, and his Love for the Princeſs. The King 


raiſed him up with tenderneſs: My Conſent is not 
enough (added that Prince) dear Fohn of Calais, my 
Council muſt approve of it; but T ſhall let them know 
that it is my will and pleaſure it ſhould be fo: and the 


Joy my People will have in once more ſeeing that Prin- 


ceſs, will make them agree to every thing. Then that 


Monarch told him, that about the time mentioned in his 


account, Conſtance and 7/abella had been carried away by 
Corſairs; who apprized of their Cuſtom of walking by 


the Sea-ſhore with a flender Retinue, had hid themſelves 


behind a Rock, and ruſhing on them, forced them into 
their Boat, before the Guards, who waited at ſome di- 
ftance, could come to their Relief. That he had for 
five Years done his utmoſt to diſcover where they were, 
but in vain ; which had thrown him into a-deep' melan- 
choly, out of which, nothing but the noiſe of bis Arrival 


_ could ha e raiſed him. —I thank Heaven. it did, ſince by 
AFTER | 


that I am reſtored to what is moſt dear to me. 
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AFTER this, the Nobles were called in, who had 
attended him on board the Ship of John of Calais; and 
having asked them what they thought of the Picture 
they had ſeen, they all cry'd, that it was that of their 
loſt Princeſs Cenſtance, and the Duke of Ca/ca's Daughter. 
The King told them the whole matter, and as John of 
Calais had entertained them with the greateſt Magni- 
ficence, they all agreed that he was worthy of poſleſ- 
ſing what he had preſerved. The King aſſembled his 
Council, and propoſed the thing to them as what was 
very much at his Heart. They all conſented, only Don 
Jobn, firſt Prince of the Blood, oppoſed ſtrongly the 
Succeſſion of the Son of Jobn of Calais; but tho? his 
Eloquence was animated by ſecret and powerful Reaſons, 
yet he was forced to yield to fo great a Majority. The 
King thinking he had ſpoken out of his regard to'the 

Glory and Intereſt of the Kingdom, was not at all an- 
gry with him, but as it was reſolved that a Fleet ſhould 
be equipt to go and fetch this Princeſs, he gave the com- 
mand of it to Don John, and ordered John of Calais to 
2ecompany him. This Honour did not atone for his 
Loſs; —— this Prince had for a long time paſſionately 
loved the beautiful Corflance, he was Nephew to the 
King, and conſequently Heir to the Crown after Con- 
| fance ; but his Love having fet bounds to his Ambition, 
he had flattered himſelf with the Hopes of one day 
marrying her. The loſs of this Princeſs had cooled 
his amorous Defires, and waked his Pretenſions to the 
Crown: but when he was informed that ſhe was alive, 
and in the Arms of another, who would rob him at the 
ſame time of his Miſtreſs and Kingdom ; Love and Am- 
bition reſumed their Forces, and joined themſelves with 
the firmeſt Hatred and Jealouſy that a happy Rival could 
poſſibly inſpire iato the Soul of Man. Full of theſe 
Sentiments, did Don Fohn'embark with Jobn of Calais, 
whoſe V irtue and Joy either prevented him from enter- 
taining any Suſpicions, or made him reje& them. 


AN 
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AN Advice- Boat was inftantly diſpatched to Con- 
 Fance, to give her notice of all that had happened at 
Libor, and to prepare her for her departure. That beau- 
tiful Princeſs had lived in the greateſt Retirement, ever 
ſince the Abſence of her Husband ; her Son and Jſabella 
were her only Company, ſhe often talked with her of 
the Surprize ſhe imagin'd her Father would be in. - 
bella, who knew nothing of her deſign till after Jobn of 
Calais was gone, trembled in her Mind, leſt the King 
ſhould treat him ill; ſhe hinted her apprehenſions to 
the Princeſs, but in a tender manner, for fear of alarm- 
ing her. The Princeſs penetrating into her Meaning, 
comforted her. The King my Father (/aid ſbe) loves 
me fondly, he will be tranſported to ſee me again, the 
Virtue of Jun of Calais will touch him; in ſhort, I'm 
convinced I ſhall be compleatly happy. But, Madam, 
if you think ſo (reply d Iſabella) why did you not do 
this ſooner ? what has hindered you from informing 
the King your Father all this while? My Love (re- 
ph the Printeſs) I ſtay'd till Heaven had heard my 
Prayers in making me a mother, that the King my 
Father might find my Reputation concerned in the ce- 
menting my Marriage; and had not my Husband de- 
ſign'd this Voyage, I ſhould have engaged him to it, 
towards effecting what I had projected. But, Madam, 
(added Jſabella) ſuppoſe the King diſapproves of your 
Love, and will not acknowledge Jobn of Calais as your 
| Husband? I ſhall have the Satisfaction (reph'd the. 
Princeſs) to have convinced the Man I love, of my Af- 
fection for him, in giving up the Throne I was born 
to; and of letting his Father ſee, that ſhe he looks on 
as a vile Slave, might have been a Queen, if ſhe had 
had leſs eſteem for his Son. Twas in ſuch Diſcourſes 
they ſpent the time of his Abſence.. In the mean time 
Don Job made ſuch haſte, and the Winds were ſo fa- 
vourable, that the Squadron arrived almoſt as ſoon as the 
Packet-Boat. On the News it brought, all the Coun- 
try was in motion, every body ſtrove to pay their 
Reſpects to the Princeſs, whoſe Joy cannot be deſcrib- 
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ed, at ſeeing her Deſign ſucceed ſo well for her and 
her dear Husband. Fohn of Calais's Father, repenting 
of the Contempt he had uſed her with, was the firſt to 
engage the whole City to pay her the Honours that her 
Birth, aud Quality required, he begg'd her Pardon, be- 
fore them all, for his former want of Reſpect, and ated 
with ſo much Zeal, that the Princeſs embraced him, 
and calling him Father, aſſured him ſhe would forget 
what was paſt, and did with eaſe forgive it, for the 
ſ.ke of her Husband, who was much dearer to her 
than her Life, Scarce had the Princeſs receiv'd the 
Compliments of the City, when the Port reſounded 
with a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, that gave no- 
tice of the Arrival of the Fleet. The Inhabitants mag- 
nificently dreſs'd, placed themſelves under Arms, and 
marched in good order to receive Don Jobn, and John 
of Calais; who landed under a general Diſcharge of the 
Cannons of the Fort and Fleet, and Sound of Trum- 
and Kettle-Drums. The Streets were crowded. 
with his People, the Windows filled with Ladies, and 
they were attended -by an infinite number of People of 
faſhion to the Town-Houſe, where the chief Magiſtrate 
had placed the Princeſs. and her Son, and 1/abella, to do 
them more honour. She received her Husband and Don 
John at the Entrance of the Hall, ſurrounded with all the 
Ladies of Quality and Diſtinction of the Place. Don Fobr, 
as Ambaſſador, advanced the firſt, and putting one Knee 
to the Ground, kiſs'd her Hand; Fohn of Calais at- 
tempted to do the ſame, but the Princeſs, far from 
ſuffering it, opening her Arms, threw herſelf into his 
Embraces, telling him that it was not fitting he ſhou'd _ 
pay her any ſuch ReſpeR, but ſhare with her in re- 
ceiving it. The Love of this conſtant Pair, mov'd the 


whole Aſſembly, and nothing was to be heard for 


ſome time, but long live John of Calais, and the Prin- 
ceſs of Portugal! So many Marks of Regard from the 
Citizens, and Love from the Princeſs, diſtracted the 
Soul of Don John; nevertheleſs he reftrained himſelf, 
and pretending that his Orders were of too great Im- 
portance to be made -publick, he demanded a private 
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Audience of Conſance. But that Princeſs, who knew 
the bottom of his Heart, being willing to prevent a Con- 
verſation that would be diſagreeable to her, told him a- 
loud, that ſhe hid no Secret from her Husband, and 
that he might declare himſelf before him, and that ſhe 
ſo well knew the King's Goodneſs towards John of Ca- 
lais, that he might communicate his Inſtructions to him 
as well as her. Don Jobn was thoroughly touch'd at this 
Refuſal, for he had formerly declared his Paſſion to the 
Princeſs, but had been always treated with Indifference, 
Therefore he did not doubt but this Behaviour of her's 


was owing to the fear ſhe had of hearing his Complaints, 


and the Diſdain ſhe had for his Paſſion; he reſolv'd to 
be revenged, but diſſembling his Rage and Deſigns, he 
gave the Princeſs an exact Account of all that had paſ- 


ſed between the King and John of Calais, and conclu- 


ded with conjuring her in the Name of that Prince to 
depart inſtantly, Conſfance reply d, that ſhe was ready, 
and that nething could retain the impatience ſne had to 
tender her Thanks to her Father for all his great good- 
neſs. Aſter all theſe Ceremonies, as diſagreeable to 
the happy Couple as to the unfortunate Don John, he 
retired into the Apartment prepared for him, and left 


the Princeſs, and Jobn of Calais, at liberty to entertain 
each other. What did not theſe tender Lovers ſay ? with 


what Ardour did he not expreſs the lively Senſe he had 


of the Sacrifice Conſtance had made to him in conceal- 
ing her Birth and Quality? and what Joy did ſhe not 


reſs, at the being able to ſhare her Honours with 


| him? I ſhould never have done, were I to repeat all 


that paſs'd between them. To ſhorten therefore a Hiſ- 
tory, the Sequel of which has ſomething more ſurpri- 
zing in it than any thing I have yet told you; I 
ſhall only ſay, that Conflance, and John of Calais, re- 
warded magnificently the Inhabitants of the Town for 
the Zeal they expreſs'd in their Service, and finding 


the Winds favourable, they reſolved to make uſe of 


THIS 
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"THIS charming Family, compos'd of Conftance, 
her Husband and Son, and the faithful 7/abe//a, depart- 
ed from Calais for Lisbon; all the Town waiting on them 
to the Ship, and wiſhing them everlaſting: Happineſs : 
Don Fohn-gave Orders for ſetting Sail, curſing, in his 
Soul, the Winds, for being favourable to his Rival: 
But alas! he had not long reaſon to complain of them; 
on the third Day after they left Calais, the Heavens 
were darkned with black Clouds, the Winds became 
Outragious, and the Tempeſtuous Sea was tore up with 
the dreadfulleſt Storm that ever was feen: The Light- 
ning, Thunder, Tempeſt, and impetuous Waves, at 
once, and inceſſantly attack'd the unfortunate Fleet, 
Fohn of Calais put in practice all his Knowledge to pre- 
ſerve the Ship, that contain'd all that was dear to him: 
Love, who animated him, ſeem'd to aflift his Induſtry. 
Bat the Traytor, Don Jobn, who watch'd him inceſ- 
ſantly, ſeeing him buſy in the Height of the Storm, 
full of Rage and Jealouſy, he took this Opportunity, 
and without being ſeen by any body, coming behind 
him, he puſh'd him into the Sea, the high and tem- 
peſtuous Waves of which, ſoon hid him from the Sight 
of his barbarous Murderer. In the mean time, the 
Storm carried the Veſſel, in which was Conftance and 
Don Fohn, at ſo ſwift a rate, that they had made a 
vaſt way before they miſs'd Jobn of Calais. But the 
| Princeſs, whoſe Thoughts were always on him, alar- 
med at not ſeeing him, ask'd for him, had him fought. 
for, and every one ſeeking to obey her, there were 
ſoon heard dreadful Exclamations, that told that unfor- 
tunate Spouſe, that he was not to be found. I cannot 
find Expreſſions ſtrong enough to deſcribe her Deſpair; 
the Tempeſt no longer frighted her, a ſtronger Terror 
gave her Courage, ſhe ran upon Deck, weeps, calls her 
dear Husband ; and the profound Abyſs of that diſmal 
Element, reſounded with that dear Name. Perfidious 
Don Fohn approach'd, and buſy'd himſelf as much as 
any one, in ſeeking for him, and too well ſatisfied of 
the Truth of what he ſaid, he cry'd that the wind muſt 
certainly have thrown him over board. How dreadful 
| | = muſt 
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muſt this News be to ſo fond a Wife! She tore her Hair, 


beat her Face, and Life appearing odious to her, to put 
an end to it, ſhe endeavoured to throw herſelf into the 


Sea: Don John placed himſelf before her, Jſabella em- 
| braced her Knees, there was not a Sailor that did not 
leave every thing he was about, to prevent her De- 
fign. But their Cares are vain, ſtrengthen'd by her 
Grief, ſhe's on the point of breaking through all Ob. 
ſtacles, when //2be//a brought her Son to her, who, 
ſtretching forth his Arms to her, ſeem'd ta beg her to 
live longer for his Sake: this Object ſtruck her, afto- 
niſh'd her, and ſtopt her, and without calming her De- 
ſpair deprives her of the Courage of following its Im- 
pulſe; and to longer able to ſupport her Misfortunes, 
ſhe fell down in a Swoon into the Arms of Jabella: 
they took this opportunity to convey her off Deck, in- 
to the Cabin. Jſabella and Don John did their utmoſt 
to bring her to herſelf; they ſucceeded, but nothing 
could aſſuage her Grief, the Name of Jobn of Calais 
was inceſſantly in her Mouth. Don John endeavoured 
to comfort her ; but the loſs of her Husband having 
redoubled her Hatred for that Prince, ſhe would not 
hear him, but even order'd him not to appear before 
her the reſt of the Voyage. The Tempeſt abated, the 
Sea became calm, and this afflicted Fleet arrived at 
Liibon, without any other Accident: The Preſence of 
the Princeſs gave a univerſal Joy to that Court; but 
when the King, receiving her in his Arms, and by her 
Tears and Groans, was informed of her Loſs, he joined 
his Tears with hers, and participated in her Grief. The 
News of this Misfortune was no ſooner known, but the 
Nobles and People expreſs'd the Senſe they had of it 


by a univerſal Mourning ; Don Jobn alone felt a ſeeret 


Joy, hoping that Time would put an end to the Love 
and Grief of Conflance. But to haſten his Happineſs, 
he underhand, by Cabals that were not to be diſcover- 
ed, occaſion'd a Revolt among the Aſgarvi, knowing 


very well, that he ſhould have the Command of- the 
Army rais'd to reduce them. He was not deceiv'd, the 


King employ'd him to chaſtiſe tnoſe Rebels, Charm d 
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with the Succeſs of his Deſign, he march'd againſt 


them, who were intrench'd on the Banks of a River, 
and attacking them, forced their Retrenchments, and, 


after a Combat of fix Hours, he gain'd a compleat Vic- 


tory ; and puſhing his good fortune, he took all their 


Cities, and in an exemplary manner puniſhed the Au- 
thors of a Rebellion he himſelf had fomented : he a- 
gain reduc'd the Agar vi to their Obedience to the King 
of Portugal, and returning to Lisbon, receiv'd the Ho- 
nours of a Triumph decreed him by the States of the 
Nation. But this was not enough; he, by his Intrigues, 
engaged them to demand the Princeſs in Marriage for 


him, on condition, that her Son ſhould reign after her. 


This Match was ſo agreeable, that the States according- 
ly did ſo, and the King, no ways oppoſing a Demand 
that ſeem'd ſo reafonable, propos'd it to the Princeſs, 
who could not hear it without Deſpair, and ſhe proteſted 
to the King, that ſhe would ſooner kill herſelf than 
marry the Man ſhe hated : But Intereſt of State prevail- 
ing, ſhe was forced to obey, and the Day was fix'd for 
celebrating the Marriage, which the People impatiently 
wiſh'd for; the ſame time was appointed for Don Fohn's 
Triumph, on which occafion there was to be a Fire- 
work, built up ſeyeral Stories high, as a moſt magnifi- 
cent and unuſual Spectacle. : . 
TWO Years had elapſed fince the Loſs of Jobn of 
Calais, of whom it is now time to ſpeak : The Sea had 
not been ſo fatal to him as Don F ® 2 had hoped, that 
unfortunate Husband met with a piece of a Wreck, on 
which he had preſerved himſelf, and ſtruggling a long 
time with the Fary of the Waves, he was at length caſt 
on a Deſert Iſland, where he got on Shore, in the Con- 
dition you may eaſily judge a Man in, who had eſcap'd 
ſuch a Danger. Roflecting on his cruel Adventure, not- 
withſtanding the Grief he felt, in being ſeparated from 
Conflance, and his Son, he thank'd Heaven for having 
preſerved his Life; hoping, through its Mercies, once 
more to meet with thoſe dear Objects. With theſe pi- 
ous Thoughts he ſearch'd the whole Ifland, from one 
end to the other, without finding any Tokens of its be- 
E- .. 
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ing inhabited; he ſaw. none but "timid Animals, with 
whom he was forced to declare War, to preſerye the 
Life the Waves had. ſpared: He: thus ſpent the two 
Years of Conſtances Mourning, without meeting with 
the leaſt Thing that might flatter him with the Hopes of 
ever ſeeing her again: he hegan to deſpair, when one 
day, walking on the Shore, he ſaw a Man at a diſtance, 
eoming towards him: his Heart was filled with Joy, 
and making up to it, with the Hope that his dependance 
on Providence, had by. ſome unthought of Means, ſent 
him a Relief: I thought { /aid be, accofting him) that I 
had been the only Man on this Iſland ; having never 
been able to diſcover the leaſt Signs of its being inhabi. 
ted: I no longer flatter'd my ſelf with any Hopes of 
getting off it, but with your Aſſiſtance, perhaps, we 
may contrive ſome method I never thought of. Tis 
true (reply'd the Unknown, in a grave Voice) this Iſland 
was uninhabited before your Arrival; as for me, I am 
but juſt now come here. How can that be (an/wered 

John of Calais) I cannot ſee a Ship that: can have 
brought you. The way I came ( ſaid he) is unknown 
to Man: I find (continued he, ſeeing that John of Calais 
Twas aſtoniſb d) that you are ſurpriz'd at what I ſay, but 
will be much more ſo when 1 ſhall tell you, that I am 
come only on your account. I know you, Fohz of Ca- 
lais, and your Misfortunes, and the Treachery of Don 
John; but know, this is not all the Affliction he pre- 
pares for you, he is ready to marry your Wife, wWho 
loves you tenderly, and tho' ſhe thinks your Death 
certain, ſtill continues faithful to you: Paternal Autho- 
rity alone, and Reaſons of State, force her to give her 
Hand to that Traitor; to-morrow is appointed for their 
. Marriage, which will be the laſt of her Life, if you 
do not appear. Good God! (cry*d John of Calais) How 
can I, in my Condition, prevent all theſe Misfortunes ? 
Alas! I with patience bore the Misfortunes I was plun- 
ged into, I pray'd to Heaven, and truſted in its Deliver- 
ing me hence, ſince it had preſerv'd my Life: Your 
fight had added to my Hopes, but what you ſay, throws 
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be the boſſeſſor of Conftance, if I do not appear! 


he will be ſo in a Day's time. Alas! Haw can I ap- 
pear ? The ſwifteſt ſailing Veſſel, and the moſt favoura- 
ble Wind, if IJ had them, would do me no good; no- 
thing can end my Grief but Death. Moderate your 
Tranſports, (reply d the Unknown) I told you I came here 


purely on your account; promiſe to give me half of 


that which is moſt, dear to you, and in return I will 
ſwear to you, to hinder the Marriage and Triumph of 
Don Fohn : yon may gueſs at my. Power by what Þ have 
told you; reſign your ſelf therefore to the Divine Provi- 
dence, reſume your Courage, and continue a juſt Obſerver 
of the Laws, and you ſhall one day know, why Heaven 


intereſts itſelf on your behalf. Jobn of Calais was fo 


ſurpriz'd at what he heard, and at the Confidence 
with which the Man ſpoke to him, that he queſtion'd 
whether he was awake; but reflecting, that nothing 
1 to him worſe. than what he was juſt 
threatned with, and not being able to diſcover whether 
it was true or falſe, at that time, he reſolved to be 
guided by the unknown, and promiſed him therefore 
all he asked. | . | 1 
THE then fat down under a Tree; and his extra- 
ordinary Companion told him all that had paſs'd at the 
Court of Portugal, ſince his pretended Death, and Con- 
fance's'Efforts to preſerve her Faith inviolable. During 
this Account, John of Calais could not preſerve himſelf 


from a Drowzineſs that attack*d him; and notwith- 


ſtanding the Concern he had in what he heard, he fell 
aſleep : . But how was he aſtoniſh'd, when, on waking, 
he found himſelf in one of the Courts of the Caſtle of 
Lisbon] He loak'd all round him, and convinc'd that 
he was not, deceiv'd, he no longer queſtiond the Power 
of him who had brought him thither; but he was very 
much at a loſs, ho to gain ſight of the Princeſs: The 
miſerable Condition he was in, his Clothes in Tatters, 
his Feet naked, his Beard of a length proportionable to 
the time he had been loſt, made him with Juſtice con- 
clude, that he ſhould not be known; yet the Hopes 
Vor. I. + A Which 
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Which animated him, made him reſolve to enter one of 
the Kitchens, an Officer of which, taking Compaſſion 
on him, ſuffer'd him to approach the Fire, and imme. 
diately employ*d him in carrying Wood to the Offices. 
He acquitted himſelf exactly of the Commiſſion, fill 
contriving ſome Method to ſee the Princeſs ; he appre- 
hended, that the Preparations he ſaw making, were for 
the Feaſt, fo fatal to his Happineſs ; and his Heart was 
bleeding with Grief, at his not being able to find any 
Expedient to prevent it, when by chance Jabella croſo'd 
the Court in which he was, John of Calais knew her 
again, and look'd on her fo attentively, that ſhe could 
not help taking notice of him; ſhe could not but re- 
collect Features ſo well ingrav'd in her Mind; the Re- 
ſemblance this Wretch had with John of Calais ſtruck 
her, and viewing him from Head to Foot, ſhe caſt her 
Eyes on his Hands, which he endeavour'd to ſhow her, 
and ſaw a Diamond Ring on his finger, which ſhe, 
* knew had been given heretofore by Cenffance, to that 
id dear Husband, and which he had preſery'd notwith- 
| ſtanding all his Misfortunes. She then no longer doubt. 
—_ ed, but it was John of Calais himſelf; but not diſ- 
j 54 covering her Thoughts, ſhe went immediately to the 
Princeſs's Apartment, and told her what ſhe had ſeen; 
adding, that ſhe did not venture to ſpeak to him, before 
ſo many Witneſſes, till ſhe had receiv'd her Inſtructi- 
ons. Conſtance, without conſulting, immediately begg'd W : 
 J/abella to contrive ſome way to let her ſee him; ſhe 
ran, and finding him loaded with Wood, order'd him ; 
to carry it into the Princeſs's Cloſet, who waited for 
them with the utmoſt Impatience. John of Calais 
obey'd, put the Wood in the Place that Jabella ſhow'd t 
bp him, and feeing no body preſent to reſtrain him, and 
5 the Princeſs looking on him attentively, he threw him- 
4 ſelf at her Feet. At this Action, Conflance eaſily diſ- 
. cover'd, under this wretched Diſguiſe, the Man in the 
s World the deareſt to her; ſhe was ready to dye with 
i | Joy, and leaping into his Arms, their Sighs, Tears and 
Embraces alone expreſs d the Motion of their Hearts. 
Jabella, who had taken care to ſhut the Cloſet- door, 
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eame to them, and begging them to moderate their 


Tranſports, convinced them that no time was to be 


loſt in informing the King, of Job of Calair's Return, 


to break off the fatal Marriage, for which every thing 
was getting ready. What ſhe ſaid, was too juſt to be 
neglected; they broke off their Embraces, to conſult 
on Meaſures that were proper to be taken : they agreed, 
that the Princeſs ſhould ſend to the King, and beg him 
to paſs into her Apartment on an Affair that very much 
concern'd his Glory and Intereſt; the Secrecy of which 
obliged her to deſire him to come alone. The Perſon 
Conſtance ſent on this Meſſage, acquitted himſelf ſo well, 
that the King immediately, and unattended, came to 


the Princeſs his Daughter. He was no ſooner enter'd her 


Cloſet, but the Princeſs, falling on her Knees, and 
embracing his Feet, Sir, (/aid ſbe) Fohn of Calais is a- 
live, and return'd ; will you let him be Witneſs of Nup- 
tials that will occaſion my Death? The King of Portu- 
gal rais'd her up, and notwithſtanding his Surprize at 
the News, he aſſur'd her, that ſhe might expect every 
thing from a Father, who-loy'd her paſſionately. At 
this, John of Calais, who was conceal'd, appear'd ; and 
putting one Knee to the Ground, Does the miſerable 
Condition in which I appear before you, ſuffer you, Sir, 
to know me: The King retreating a few Steps, and re- 
collecting him, O Heavens ( /aid he, ftretching out his 
Arms to him) What do I ſee! may I believe my Eyes! 
Misfortunes have depriv'd us of you? By what Acci- 

dent are you thus, and what Miracle has brought us 
together again? Joh of Calais told him the Treachery 
of Don Fohn, his being thrown on the Deſert Iſle, and 
the ſtrange Adventure that had brought him from thence 


THE King, ſenſible of all the Villany of Don John's 
Crime, vow'd, that that Day which he had deſigned 
for his Marriage, ſhould be that of his Death. He 
comforted Fohn of Calais, begg'd him to forget his Miſ- 
fortunes, and put himſelf in a Condition to appear in 
the Eyes of the Court ; and embracing the Princeſs, he 
return d to his Apartment, ſo greatly irritated againſt 
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the Traitor, that finding him, with a great many Lords 
waiting for him, he bid him follow him into the Bui'd- 
ing for the Fire-work, that he might ſhow him ſome- 
thing that was wanting. Don John follow'd him, and 
they both entred it; but the King, ſeeing him buſy in 
examining all the Machines, ſuddenly went out of it, 
and ſhutting him in, ordered it to be immediately fired. 
His Commands were obey'd with ſo much difpatch, 
that the Villain was conſumed before either his Crime 
or Puniſhment was known. 'The King inſtantly ſent 
for the Eſtates, who were afſembled, and told them 
Don Fobn's Perfidy and Puniſhment ; they all unani- 
mouſly approved of the Juſtice he had done, and de- 
teſted Don Fohn's Action. Then the King cauſed 7h 
of Calais toappear, who was again acknowledged and 
proclaimed Heir to the Empire on the King's Demiſe, 
as Husband of the Princeſs ; and the Eſtates declared 
that their Son ſhould ſucceed him. This odd Acci- 
dent reſtored Joy to the King of Portugal's Court, who 
invited all the Nobles of his Kingdom to come and be 
Witneſſes of theHappineſs of John of Calais, and the Prin- 
ceſs, whoſe Love and Tranſports were beyond expreſſion. 
ON the Day of this famous Feaft, when nought but 


Pleaſure. was thought on, there was ſeen to enter the | 
Hall, which contained this auguſt Aſſembly, a Man whoſe : 
Size and Appearance was ſurprizing. They looked on 
him for ſome time without ſpeaking, but he advancing ] 
towards John of Calais, ſaid, See and acknowledge him 6 
who freed you from the deſert Iſland, and conducted you 1 
to this Palace; remember you promis'd me, as a Reward 1 
for that piece of Service, half of what was moſt dear te 
to you. Have you Virtue enough to keep your Word? n. 
Yes, { /aid he) riſing up, Gratitude and Honour oblige me a 
to it; make your demand, and you ſhall be ſatisfy d. Well v 
then ( aid he) J muſt have half your Son. — John of Calais 
ſhudder'd with Horror at theſe Words, Conſtance turned 
pale, the King was afflicted, and the whole Aſſembly 
by their Murmurs ſhow'd their Indignation. — But the 
Man continuing his Speech to John of Calais, You know | 
my Power { aid he) it is as eaſy for me to reduce ow 


[ 26g 


lace to Aſhes, and to deſtroy you all, as it was to deliver 
you from the uninhabited Iſle. Then the K ing offered 
him his Crown, but neither that, nor the Tears of Con- 


ſtance, nor the Remonſtrances of the Company could 
prevail on him. John of Calais, who had hitherto been 
filent, at length cry'd, It is not your Threats that make 
me keep the indiſcreet Promiſe my love and dread of lo- 
fing the Princeſs extorted from me. If your Power is 
of ſuch extent, you know the bottom of my Heart, and 


that tis Probity alone that makes me a& thus: then 
taking his Son by the Hand, and turning away his Eyes, 


trembling with Horror; Here (ſaid he) do you divide 


him. The Spectre took him by one Foot, and ordering 
his Father to take him by the other, he drew his Cy- 


metar, looking ſtedfaſtly on John of Calais, whom he 
found firm, notwithſtanding the Horrour he was in. 
Here ( /aid he, foftning his Voice) J return you your Son, 
receive the Reward of your Virtue and Generoſity. Twas 
my Body that was tearing by the Dogs when you enter'd 


the City of Palmania, it was my Debts you paid, and 
Whoſe Body you buried. I have never quitted you ſince, 


watchful of your Fate, and knowing your Soul. It was 


I that induced the Corſair who had carried away the 


Princeſs, to caſt Anchor by your Ship; where you bought 
her, without knowing, or ſo much as ſeeing her, and 
only with the deſign to reſtore her to Liberty : Learn 
by this Example how dear to Heaven are the Virtuous ; 


J was willing to try you, you have acted like yourſelf, 


enjoy in Peace your Happineſs, continue wife, mode- 
rate and conftant, Heaven will not abandon you. You 


will truly be a Prince, becauſe you owe that Title rather 


to your Virtue, than the Laws of Birth, which does 
not depend on us, and which does not make us illuſtri- 
ous, if Wiſdom does not accompany it. Saying theſe 
Words, the Spectre diſappear'd, and left the Aſſembly 


fill d with Joy and Aſtoniſnment, at the happy Con- 
clufton of the Adventure. The Union of Conſtante and 


Fohn of Calais was celebrated with the greateſt Magnifi- 
eence, and authentickly ratify*d ; and this Prince, be- 


ing willing to be no ways wanting in Piety, cauſed'a | 
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lately ] ofohum to be built to the generous Phantoms; - 


| who had reſtor'd: him to much Happineſs. 
_ _ THIS Hiſtory (aid Urania, fnding Camilla had done), 


is very moving. It is eaſy (/aid Felicia) to find out 
the Moral of it; we are taught that Wiſdom is prefera- 


ble to every thing. That Generoſity {added Florinda) 


is a Virtue neceſſary for a generous Mind: That Grati- 


tude ( ſaid Urania) ought to have the firſt place in the 


eart of a Man of Honour, and that a good Action 
ooner or later meets with its Reward ; and to prove it 
more authentickly, I'll tell you a true Paſſage, which 
will, | believe, pleaſe you. 1 | 
_ THE ViRories that Charles of Anjou had gained 
in the Kingdom of Naples over Mainfrey natural Son to 
the Emperor Frederick the. Second, nor the Death of 


that: Ui urper, his Courage, nor prudent Conduct, could 


ſecure to him the peaceahle Poſſeſſion of the Crown; 
yet one generaus Action gained him entirely the Hearts 


of all his Subjects, the Army, the Eceleſiaſtical State, 


the Nobles, and the People all took his part. Be/ramo 
de Balſeg having brought to that Prince the Treaſures 
be had tan from the Enemy, the King ordered him 
to divide it into four parts; one for him, one for the 
Queen, the third for the Army who had behaved them- 
ſelves ſo gallantly, and the laſt as a Reward for his 
Zeal and Services. Beltramo cauſed it to be laid on a 
Heap on the Ground, and-getting..on it, with his, Feet 
divided it into three parts; telling the King, that he 
did not deſerye to be placed in ſuch Illuſtrious Compa- 
ny; contriving at the ſame time to make the Army's 
Share the largeſt: the King and Queen augmented it 


with their Shares, and the diſtribution of it was done 


with their own Hands, and in ſo generous a manner, 


that they who partook of it, were not more pleaſed 
' thay the Lookers on; who had no other Intereſt in what 


they law, than the Hopes they conceiv'd of the Good 


ſuch generous Souls would do the whole Kingdom. 
This piece of Generoſity was ſoon known all over the 
State, and Charles was lov'd and rever'd to the laſt Mo- 
ment of his Lite, And notwithſtanding the _— 
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| the Spaniards gained over the Houſe of Anjou, and their 


long Poſſeſſion; there is even to this day preſerv'd a 
Branch of that illuſtrious Family, which the 7talians 


call Enjo. I am charm'd at this piece of Hiſtory (/aid 


Camilla) but I think Ba/rramo de Balſe merits the utmoſt 

raiſe for his own Diſintereſtedneſs. I love ſuch Denials 
( Jaid Felicia) they fill my Soul with Extaſy. True (/aid 
Flrinda rifeng) nothing touches one ſo much as the Acti- 
ons of a faithful Subject; Kings, who are bleſt with 
ſuch, cannot too much cheriſh them. This made Dari- 
xs King of Perfa ſay, upon opening a Pomgranate, the 


Seeds of which, in that Language, are called Sopire, 


that he wiſh'd he had as many Sefires as were in the 
Pomgranate, alluding to the Name of Sopirus, Satrapes of 
Perſia, who had, at the Expence of his Life, ſhowed his 
Zeal and Fidelity for him, by Actions that Hiſtory has 
made immortal. Upon this they all aroſe to walk, but 


| had ſcarce taken one Turn, before they ſaw Thelamont 


and Orophanes coming up to them. Tho? I am always 
infinitely pleasg'd with your Company (ſaid Urania, ad- 
wancing to meet them, and bluſhing) yet I own P ſudden 
Return makes me apprehenſive of ſome unfficky Acci- 
dent. Or/ames's Valet de Chambre (anſaber d Thelamont) 
has acquitted himſelf, Madam, of your Commands: 
The? I ſhould indeed have come, if I had not received 
them; my Heart out-ſtrip'd them with the Impatience 


of a Man who apprehended he ſhould not arrive ſoon 


enough to be the firſt to inform you, that all his Hap- 
pineſs depends now on you alone, You very much em- 
baraſs me, (rep/y'd foe) for God's fake explain your ſelf; 


you know I have no Secrets to this Company: eaſe me 


of my Uneafineſs, and be aſſured that Urania will not 
heſitate on any thing that may contribute to your Fe- 


licity. For my part, (ſaid Orophanes) I don't compre- 


hend TBelamont's Timidity: during our Journey, he en- 
tertained me with nothing but the Exceſs of his Joy, 
and what he would fay in telling you the occaſion of 
it; but he is no ſooner with you, but ſpeechleſs, con- 


Auſed and embaraſs'd, he has not power to tell you that 


Oeronte, full of Gratitude for the good Offices he — 
1 7 e — 
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milla, Iaughing ) that 
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juſt done him, has allowed of his Pretenſions to you in 
Marriage, if you approve of them. Indeed continued 


he, without giving him time to anſwer) I ſhall not imi- 
tate him in this, but ſhall let the beautiful Felicia know 
the extreme Satisfaction I feel at my Father's Conſent, 


which he has juſt given, that I may unite my ſelf with 


you eternally. 


YOU tell us ſo ma y things at once, ( interrapted Ca- £ 
e ſcarce know where we are: 


pray let Thelamont ſpeak, fince Urania is willing, that 


we may hear what he has to ſay. I aſſure you, (re- 


hd Thelamont ) what Orophanes ſays, is true; I loſt all 
Courage in entering this Place, and Fear has driven away 
the Hope with which I flatter'd myſelf in my Journey: 
But yet, Madam, (comtinued he, addreſſing himſelf to Ura- 
nia) as my Happineſs depends on what I hive to tell you, 
I muſt let you know, that my Cares have fo well ſuc- 
ceeded, that I have brought my Relation to the Agree- 

ment Geronte wiſh'd for ; but my Kinſman being tied to 
me, more by the Bands of a long continued Friendſhip, 
than Blood, and knowing the Temerity of my Wiſhes for 
you, went beyond what I have deſired of him. I carri- 


ed him to Geronte, who, at firſt receiv'd him but coolly ; 
but when my Friend told him, he came on purpoſe to 


put an amicable end to the Lawſuit, that was depending 
between them, he grew more gentle; they each of them 
alledged, with Warmth, their Pretenſions: but to pro- 
ceed in Order, they both ſent fer their Counſel, and 
all Animoſity laid afide, Geronte was forced to own, that 
if my Friend proceeded to the Rigour of the Law, he 
ſhould be ruin'd. I was preſent at this Conference, and 


Was ſurpriz'd to fee my Relation take Geronte aſide, and 


talk with him ſoftly for ſome time. Joining the Com- 

pany, they both diſmiſs'd their Lawyers, and defired 
me to enter with them, into Geronte's Cloſet : When 
we were alone, Sir, (aid Geronte te me) your Friend 
has propos'd an Accgmmodation, which at firſt my 


Heart oppos'd ; but my Reaſon overcoming that, has 


convinced me, that a Man of my Age ought not to 
| N think 
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think on making a Woman unhappy, and eſpecially 
ſuch a Woman as Urania your Friend offers to deſiſt 
from all further Pretenſions, and never make any De- 


mands on me, on Condition that Þ leave Urania at liber- 


ty to chuſe a Husband for her ſelf, and that I ſecure to 
you, after my Death, the Eſtate which he could reco- 
ver from me; willing that you ſhould enjoy it, before, 
according to the Laws of Nature, his Death gives it 
you, as his Heir, I have therefore conſemed to theſe 
two Articles, and would willingly add another, if Ura- 
nia pleaſes, which is to marry you; this Hymen would 
give me the Satisfaction of thinking, that it was to her 
I yield my Pretenſions op the Eſtate in queſtion. Ge- 
_ ronte left off ſpeaking, and I was ſo much aſtoniſh'd at 
my Friend's Generoſity, and the Alteration in your 
Guardian, that it was ſome time before I could ſpeak ; 
but, Madam, my Joy ſoon open'd my Mouth, I return- 
ed a thouſand Thanks to Geronte, I embrac'd my Rela- 
tion, and ſufficiently ſhow'd them, that the exceſs of my 
Gratitude was owing to that of my Love. Geronte ca- 
reſsd me fincerely, and obliged me to canfeſs my Sen- 
timents; he was touch'd with them, and the reſpect 
you had preſerved for him, in not being willing to enter 
into any Engagement, during his life-time, for fear of 
offending. him. He made me promiſe to ſet out the 
next Day, and bring you back with me, to conclude 
the unhappy Union. I was extremely impatient to ſee 
Orophanes, to let him partake my Joy with me, As 
ſoon therefore as I could get from Geronte, 1 ran to look 
for him. I found him at my Houſe waiting for me: 
as ſoon as he ſaw me, he ran and embraced me, and 
tho' I knew him to be naturally of a gay Humour, it 
ſeemed to me ſo much heighten'd, that I thought he 
had been apprized of my Adventure. I returned his 
Careſſes with tenderneſs ; and the Satisfaction he ſaw 
written in my Countenance, making him think the ſame 
thing of me, as I had done of him, made us, almoſt at 
the {ame time, ask if we were informed, of what had 
happened to us. But finding that we did not under- 
land one another, we began to explain, I deſired him 
P's 2 to 


br. ® 
. = 
A r 
n 3 1 
"Io * Ke Sh 5 
3 *" wo 


[ 274 ] 
to tell me what had made him ſo joyful, and that as 

ſoon. as he had gratify'd my Curioſity, I would his. 
He then ſhew'd me a Letter he had juſt received from 
his Father, in which he conſented to the Marriage with 
the amiable Felicia. As I will not deprive him of that 
pleaſure, I leave to him the reading of it to-you : I 
told him what my Relation had done, and the Altera- 
tion in Geronte. When he had heard me, he adviſed me 
to ſet out inſtantly, for fear of Gcronte's altering his 
Mind. But I was too well convinced of his Sincerity, 
and notwithſtanding our mutual Impatience, we put off 
our coming hither 'till this Morning; Geronte having 
made me promiſe to bring Orophanes and my Friend to 
Supper with him, which I did ccordingly. Never 
was there ſo agreeable a Repaſt, Orophanes was never ſo 
amiable, nor ever were there Lovers more ſenſible of 
their Happineſs than was he and I. Geronte, embra- 
cing me, charged me with this Letter to convince you of 
the Sincerity of his Alteration. We parted with the 
greateſt Marks of Friendſhip, and as ſoon as Day ap- 
peared, Orophanes and I took Horſe. We met Or ſames's 
Valet de Chambre, who, knowing me, gave me your 
Letter, and told us partly, what had prevented your de- 
fgn of going to Be/i/a, You ſee, Madam (continued 
Thelamont ) in what ſtate Things are, tis you that are 
now to pronounce the Sentence .of my Life or Death. 
As ſoon as Thelamont had done ſpeaking, her three 
Friends ran and embraced Urania ; the pleaſure they felt 
at ſeeing her happy, even drew Tears from their Eyes. 
Urania returned their Careſſes, with Tenderneſs, and 
the Modeſty which was inſeparable from all her Actiors. 
And finding them impatient to hear Geronte's Letter, ſhe 
opened it, and read aloud theſe following Words. 


GERONTE © URANIA. 


[| T belongs to you alone to reftore them to Reaſon who have 
boft it ; return, Madam, and enjoy the Effects of what | 
Jon have done : ſee me, evithout Conſtraint, ſet my Hand | 

10 Thelamont's Happineſs, and be perſuaded that nothing 


) 
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can give ne greater pleaſure than your Marriage, IT 

wait for you with the Impatience of a Father who hugs 
to. ſee his Children happy. | ee 

e | GERONTE. 


WELL, Madam { /aid Thelamont, throwing himſelf 
at her Feet) may I flatter my ſelf that you do not oppoſe 
my eternal Felicity? Yes (reply'd /be j my Heart with 
Joy ratifies the Gift Geronte has made you of my Hand; 
my Mind is too well known to you, for you to queſtion 
my Sincerity: but we have been taken up enough about 
our ſelves, dear Thelamont ( added ſbe, raiſing him up) let 
us now partake of the Joy of Orophanes and Felicia. I 
am ſo tranſported with yours reply d that agrecable Lady 
that I can hear nothing that can pleaſe me more. Ah 
charming Felicia (cry'd Orophanes ) "tis no longer time 
to talk in that manner; confeſs therefore, that you con- 
ſent to my happineſs with pleaſure, you owe me this ac- 
knowledgment, for all the Uneaſineſs I have ſuffered 
on your account. Felicia ſmiled at Orophanes's Vivaci- 
ty, and not being willing to 1mbitter his Joys, reply'd, 
in a manner that convinced him he was as dear to her as 
ſhe was to him. Florinda and Camilla thought they 
could not enough congratulate their four- Friends, whom 
they truly eſteemed ; but it being Supper- time, they all 
placed themſelves at Table, and the Content of their 
Hearts, extending itſelf to their Minds, this Repaſt ſur- 
paſs'd the preceding ones in the Sprightlineſs of Conver- 
ſation. Urania gave an exact account of their employ- 
ments, during their abſence. Hortenſia and Melintas 
were not forgot. Felicia repeated Ohanpia's Adventures; 
they all lamented 4rimont, and were charmed with the 
Shepherds: but Supper over, they laid aſide all Conver- 
ſation, but what related to themſelves. 'The/amont, Oro- 
phanes, Urania, and Feli ia interchanged a thouſand mu- 
tual Aſſurances of eternal Love; and as they were to ſet out 
the next Morning, the two Friends and Lovers conduQ- 
ed Urania and Felicia to their Apartment. *Twas there 
that Camilla and Florinda made Urania promiſe not to 
quit that Retirement entirely for the Town; but that on 
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[26] 
would ſometimes come thither, in return for the inno- 
cent Pleaſure ſhe had there taſted, and the agreeable 
News ſhe had there heard. I conſent with all my Heart, 
¶ſgaia Orophanes) the Library has occaſioned Diſcourſes I 

can never forget. We'll come again (reply'd Urania) 
and conſult it; and ſince you have been diverted with it, 
I ſhall defire The/amont to give me leave to retire hither 
with you, If you will let me be one of the Party (an- 
SweredThelamont, laughing) you may depend, beautiful U- 
rania, on myObedience. After ſome furtherDiſcourſe, this 
charming Society ſeparated to go ta reſt, and to prepare 
for their departure. Thelamont and Orophanes, who had 
not a long time en oyed the Sweets of Sleep, now found 
it interrupted by the Exceſs of their Joy. Urania and 
Felicia partook of their Watchfulneſs ; but the cauſe was 
too agreeable, to make them complain. So the Day 
ended, with the Hopes of their Happineſs being ſoon 
compleated; and our four Lovers reflected, that it was 
better to arrive at Felicity ſlowly and by degrees, ſtill 
trading in the Paths of Wiſdom, than, by ſtraying from 
Vertue, to acquire a ſpeedy Happineſs: And that the 
F good Conduct of Kings, Princes, private Men and all 
ankind in general, could not be otherwiſe gained, than 
by Study; the Light of which is as a Torch, to illumi- 
nate them in all their Actions. 1 : 
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